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4/5/15  “The 51st Dragon and the Resurrection”  Pastor James Coffin   

For Easter Sunday, James will share the inspiration traditional Christians draw 
from the story of the resurrection and his thoughts on how non-traditional Chris-
tians and non-Christians draw inspiration from looking at the resurrection from a 
metaphorical & symbolic perspective.  James Coffin has a ministerial career span-
ning over 40 years and is currently the Executive Director of the Interfaith Council 
of Central FL whose mission is to facilitate great interest in and understanding of 
the world’s many faith traditions.  We welcome Jim’s return to our pulpit. 

4/12/15   “Spring – A Time of Renewal and Growth”  Bassem Chaaban 

Spring brings thoughts of new life and renewal.  What a beautiful time of year! 
Bassem Chaaban, Director of Outreach for the Islamic Soc. of Cent. FL and a pro-
fessor of World Religions at Seminole State College, joins us  to explore the con-
cepts of forgiveness and mercy - both essential to personal, organizational, and 
societal growth - from the perspective of both his Islamic faith and his knowledge 
of the complexities of all faiths and spirituality.  Bassem is a much-welcomed 
speaker and we're happy to have him back in our pulpit.   Potluck 

4/19/15 “Shaking Things Up” Christine Haskins 

“And the day came when the risk it took to remain tight in the bud was more 
painful than the risk it took to blossom.”  --Anais Nin 

Sometimes we choose change and sometimes it chooses us, but either way, 
change and its associated revelation is necessary and a key component of our 
Unitarian Universalist faith.  Let’s explore change:  how we need our faith to make 
it through times of great change, how change is sometimes necessary to help us 
reassess our faith and how change is truly an agent to help us move forward in 
our lives.  The service will be led by Christine Haskins, a lay leader at First Unitari-
an Church of Orlando.  

4/26/15    "Compassion, Conflict, and Self-Care"  Dr. Greg Cavenaugh 

Building on previous talks that have addressed communication in difficult situa-
tions, Dr. Cavenaugh will speak this morning about the challenge of responding to 
conflict situations with compassion for others and for ourselves.  The practice of 
self-care and compassion during stressful times can be essential in transforming 
conflict into a productive experience for all involved. Dr. Cavenaugh is a Professor 
of Communication at Rollins College. As a scholar, Dr. Cavenaugh studies the so-
cial construction of identity in terms of gender, sexuality, spirituality, and dis/
ability. 

 

PROGRAMS FOR APRIL 
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 President’s letter  

Spring is bustin’ out all over at Triple U with new ideas and programs. 

We have a new volunteer coordinator, Rae Brammer–Wilson, who is meeting with new members to help 
them become involved in our programs. 

We have a new nursery teacher, Candace Gallon. She will be working in the nursery every Sunday from 
9:30 to 12:30 through May. She is being assisted by one of our members, Gabi Ojanuga. 

We have 9 new members joining our church at the Flower Communion on March 29. 

We have a new Religious Education Committee who is busy looking for curriculum for our religious edu-
cation program for next fall. We are going to need many more volunteers to be involved with teaching 
our children as a result of reorganizing our RE program with Happy’s retirement. 

Anne Packham is coordinating our summer religious education program. She is looking for volunteers 
willing to share their passion, interests or hobby with our children on one Sunday this summer. If you 
would be willing to teach an art project, music, nature, movement, meditation or yoga, story telling, 
cooking, or team building games or exercises to our children, please call Anne.  

We have a brand new refrigerator thanks to the Lundins and Kathy Anderson. 

You should have received a copy of our new Covenant of Right Relations by email. If not please contact 
Carol at the church. We will be voting to adopt this covenant at our May annual meeting. 

Our Pledge Drive has started with dinners at members’ homes every Saturday through April. It is a time 
to meet new people and learn about our church. It is also a time to pledge to our operating fund for our 
next fiscal year of July 2015-June 2016. Remember, you are the stewards of our future, please give 
generously. 

In fellowship, 

Sylvia 

 

Choir  Rehearsal Schedule   (contact Janet Leavens for more info) 

Wednesday, April 1st, 7pm:                      Rehearsal 

Sunday,  April 5th, 9:45 am:                    Pre-service Warm-up 

Wednesday, April 22nd, 7pm:          Rehearsal 

Wednesday, April 29th , 7pm:          Rehearsal 

Sunday, May 3rd, 9:45 am:                       Pre-performance Warm-up 
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Inquiring Minds meets every Sunday, from 9:30 until 10:15, in the 

RE building behind the main sanctuary.    Watch the weekly news for 

information about speakers.  If you know of a speaker who would like 

to present to I.M.'s contact Steve Hall. 

 

Hospitality News-    THANK YOU!!! 
Big, Big THANKS to the Lundins and Kathy Anderson for provid-
ing the wonderful new refrigerator for our kitchen.  This was a 
big need, and these generous members saw that and acted 
quickly.  Hospitality is grateful! 
 
Be sure to stop by the kitchen to see the shiny, new addition, 
and while you are there sign up for a future Sunday kitchen du-
ty.  We are passionate about serving and nourishing our com-
munity and are in great need of additional members to help do 
that!  Great ideas start in the kitchen!  
Thanks Everybody! 
 
WANTED: Happy, Healthy Helpers for Sunday coffee service. 
Every Sunday, 
9:30-10:15am for set-up 
11:45-12:15 for clean up 
Come join Jill, Marilyn, Sue and Cindy (it's just not fair for them to have all the fun!)  
Hospitality loves Helpers!  
 
Hospitality loves UUU new members!  The kitchen is a great place to jump in and get to know 
other members, while providing a much appreciated service and having fun at the same time!  
All family members are welcome.  Please see Jill, Marilyn, Cindy or Sue, or just come on in the 
kitchen!  Welcome to UUU!  

Realize that true happiness lies within you. Waste no time and effort searching for 
peace and contentment and joy in the world outside. Remember that there is no 
happiness in having or in getting, but only in giving. Reach out. Share. Smile. Hug. 

  
(Og Mandino, 1923 – 1996) 
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Looking for a great, affordable value for your whole family, with lots of adventures and filled with 

friends? Then come to SUUSI! July 19-25, 2014 in Blacksburg, Virginia. 

You'll be welcomed warmly and invited into our community. 

SUUSI is an intentional community of approximately 1,200 people who gather in the 3rd week of July 

near Roanoke, VA, to explore our interconnectedness, learn new ways of seeing our world and each other, 

delight in the joys of meeting old friends and making new ones, share outdoor adventures, dance, and sing. 

Together, we'll create a week of conversation, reflection, activity, nourishment, fun and family. "Building 

Bridges" is this year's theme.  

SUUSI 2015 will be held on the Virginia Tech campus (near Roanoke, VA) from July 19-25. 

You'll be challenged intellectually and nurtured spiritually. You can stay up all night dancing or making 

music and/or spend all day communing with nature or exploring your personal growth. We have special 

programs for all ages of children, teens and young adults, so be sure to bring the whole family. Music is 

central to our evening Nightlife, with concerts, cabarets, and showcases.  

Run totally by volunteers from its inception, we celebrate over 60 years of renewal and value in the spirit 

of Unitarian Universalist principles of inclusion, respect and responsibility.  We even have various online 

communities, where SUUSI-goers share the experience year round. 

Explore this website for programming, volunteer opportunities, costs, accommodations, and registering for 

SUUSI 2015. Keep visiting the website  (http://www.suusi.org) for further updates and details.   

Come to SUUSI 2015 - Building Bridges 

Registration begins April 

10th!!  For more information 

you can talk to  Jill Metz, 

Paula Despang, Jill & Larry 

Vita, Victor Montequin, 

Chris and Josh Reid, Amy and 

John Mowbray, John and Happy 

Amein, Martha and Abi Kir-

by...to name a few of the 

many folks who have enjoyed 

SUUSI!!   

http://www.suusi.org/index.php/7-about-us/2-an-intentional-community
http://www.suusi.org/
http://www.suusi.org/index.php/about-us/266-2015-building-bridges
http://www.suusi.org/index.php/component/content/80-about-us/catalogs/129-2013-catalog?Itemid=222
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Are you interested in finding out more about Unitarian Universalism?   Come 

and Join Us for… 

 

              Visitor Welcome Class 

          Sunday  April 5th , 9:30 am at UUUS 
 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist 

faith and its origins. First time visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism 

will learn about the principles that guide us, this history behind us and re-

ceive a brief overview about the organization.  

  

If you are interested in attending this class please stop in the office and 

RSVP email: info@universityuus.org or call 407-737-4018 

Walk-ins Always Welcome!! 

  
  

 

Celebrate Springtime! 
 
Friday, April 17, Join us for the Morse Muse-
um.  Open with no charge and beautiful chamber 
music to enrich the experience.  Event is 5-8pm; 
we will meet at museum at 5:30, then grab a bite 
of dinner, 7:30 at Panera across the street.   
 
Daytime visit to The Morse: Joan McKean is look-
ing into a day where we can tour as a group, with her joining us for special insights, details to 
follow.  
 
Save the date for May 22nd.  Annual Springtime Social hosted by Laura Owens in her 
home.  6:30-9pm, details to follow in May.   
 
 
http://www.floridafilmfestival.com/ 
April 10-19.  Lots of great movies!  Which one grabs you?  Plan a group outing to see it!  
 

mailto:info@universityuus.org
http://www.floridafilmfestival.com/
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 A big welcome to the following new members of our UUUS 

family! 

  
Gordon Woodworth III 

Linda King & Kacia King 

Andre Rawlerson (son Danny) 

Sara Aderholdt 
Halley Miller (daughter Ava) 

Gery Brost 
Beatrice Reyes-Foster (sons Ayden & Rowen) 

Doreen Overstreet (son Scott) 
Sheree Abram 

  

  

Thank you to our new members for joining our congregation. 

We are so happy to share the warmth of community with you all!  

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our Unitarian Universalist 
Association (UUA). Attendees worship, witness, learn, connect, and make 
policy for the Association through democratic process. Anyone may attend; 
congregations must certify annually to send voting delegates.                                                                                       

General Assembly 2015 June 24-28, Portland, OR                       
The theme for GA 2015 is Building a New Way. Most events will be 
held in the Oregon Convention Center                                                         

Ware Lecture    The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) Presi-

dent, in consultation with the General Assembly Planning Committee, invites a distinguished guest each year 

to address the General Assembly as the Ware Lecturer.                                                                                                                                      

Service of the Living Tradition  The Ministries and Faith Development Staff Group 

invites you to join us at this service where we honor fellowshipped and credentialed religious leaders, remember 

those who have died, recognize those who have completed active service, and welcome those who have received 

fellowship or credentialed status in the past year. The Service of the Living Tradition (SLT) is open to the public                                                                                                                                                                            

The Banner Parade General Assembly will begin with a procession of banners from hundreds of 

Unitarian Universalist (UU) congregations and organizations.                                                                            

Worship Choices at General Assembly  General Assembly, like Unitarian Universalism, offers a 

wealth of theological diversity. A variety ofworship choices are offered throughout                                              

GA. Let's Talk - An opportunity to meet up with other GA attendees and make connections Let's Talk Over 

Lunch, 12:00 - 1:15 p.m. daily in the GA Exhibit Hall—let’s talk and let’s listen! Come meet other GA attendees 

and participate in a conversation using ‘Mutual Invitation—A way to include everyone at the table’—a facilita-

tion tool developed by the Kaleidoscope Institute for competent leadership in a changing world. We’ll talk and 

listen about what stirs our hearts as UUs and how our faith sustains us.  You’ll be amazed at the connections 

you can make in a hour. 

http://www.uua.org/ga/congregations/12848.shtml
http://www.uua.org/ga/program/contribute/index.shtml
http://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/14600.shtml
http://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/174729.shtml
http://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/16055.shtml
http://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/45423.shtml
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Passover Seder 
& 

Potluck Dinner 
April 3rd, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

University Unitarian Universalist Society 

 
Please bring a side dish and/or wine to share.  Tradi-
tional Passover dishes are welcome, if you plan to 
bring a traditional dish, Please contact Jill Vita to 

put you on the list: jill.vita@att.net. 
 

This is an intergenerational event for the entire fami-
ly.  Children are welcome and will take part in the 

seder ceremony.   
 

Additional Questions: Please contact Jill Vita, Jill 
Metz, or Gina Busby. 

Page 7 

mailto:jill.vita@att.net


PAGE 8 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 16,   I SSUE 4  

GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from 
UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sand-
wiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! Questions?  email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after ser-
vice on Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy 
social activities and a safe place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more infor-
mation! 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. 
Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, April 5th at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the econ-
omy and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you 
don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group: .What could a rebellious 17-year-old Penobscot foster child possibly have in 
common with a wealthy 91-year-old widow? When Molly is assigned to community service cleaning 
out Vivian’s attic, she learns that Vivian, too, was once a destitute child sent to live with strangers. 
She was one of the thousands of immigrant children sent aboard “Orphan Trains” to the Midwest 
between 1854 and 1929, to a loving family if they were lucky, or just as likely to a life of unpaid 
servitude.  Join us for discussion of ORPHAN TRAIN by Christina Baker Kline, on April 11, at 10:00, 
at Marilyn Stewart’s home. 
 
Single Parents Helping Each Other:  If you’re a single parent, we would love for you to join us 
in the RE Building every 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 pm for support, friendships & fun. 
 Please contact either Sue Hilley-Arcaya at (407) 221-9248 (text or call), 
email suebase4@att.net OR Marti Staton at (407)421-3758 (prefers texts), 
email mstaton444@gmail.com.  Childcare is provided. Hope to see you there! 
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gath-
ering together to share food and conversation at 6:30 PM on Monday, April 27, 2015. Please con-
tact David McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     
 
The UUUS Women’s Circle:   See page 5 for upcoming events with the UUUS Women’s Circle! 
 

 

Never mistake knowledge for wisdom. One helps you make a living, the 
other helps you make a life. 

 
       (Eleanor Roosevelt, 1884 – 1962) 

mailto:suebase4@att.net
mailto:mstaton444@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

 

Choir 7 pm 

April Fool’s 

2 3 

Passover Se-

der at UUUS 

6:30 pm 

 

Passover 

Good Friday 

4 
Work Day  

9-12 

5Visitor’s 

Class 9:30 

 

Easter 

 

Investment 

Group 11:45 

6 7 
Alliance at 1U 

8 9 10 

 

Youth Cau-

cus 10th-

12th 

11 

Novel Book 

Group 10 A 

12 
 

Potluck 

13 14 
Alliance at 1U 

 

 

15 16 

 

 

Holocaust 

Remem-

brance Day 

17 18 

Florida  

District  

Assembly—

1U 

19 20 21 
Alliance at 1U 

22 

 

 

 

Earth Day 

Choir 7 pm 

23 24 

 

 

 

Arbor Day 

25 

26 27 28 
Alliance at 1U 

29 

 

 
Choir 7 pm 

30   

April 2015 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Cari Mitchell...carisemail@cfl.rr.com 

Treasurer...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past President...John Amein…  

 john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

Building-Dave Symonds..uuus.facilities@gmail.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Steve Hall...hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com  

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Diana Ovadia, Eric Christensen, 

 Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Circle...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:uuus.facilities@gmail.com

