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www.universityuus.org 
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October 2014 

October 5th      Orlando & Jacksonville Beacon and RE Youth     "The Trail 
of Tears: Our Experiences" 

Thanks in part to the generosity of our UUUS Endowment Fund, our Beacon youth 
and advisors, joined by a group from the Buckman Bridge UU Church, Jackson-
ville, traveled portions of the Trail of Tears this summer. The group visited muse-
ums, battlefields, restored villages, historic sites, national parks and natural won-
ders; were hosted by two UU churches; and had the opportunity to meet Chero-
kee youth, attend a Cherokee Sunday service, and frolic in waterfalls. UUUS and 
BBUUC youth are delighted to share their experiences and impressions with you 
today. Music: UUUS Choir and Native American Selections. Q & A encouraged. 

 

October 12th Rachel Christensen    Topic to be determined 

Rachel is a long time member, very active in the past history of UUUS, a theology 
student and beloved friend.  She has graciously agreed to fill the date previously 
scheduled for Rev. Mark Spivey, who is unable to join us this month.  She has not 
had time to decide on her topic but be assured that she will feed your soul!  Mu-
sic:  Jars of Jam    Potluck Sunday 

 

October 19th Christine Haskins  “Halloween: The Truth Behind the 
Masks” 

There are a lot of traditions related to the upcoming Halloween season—and most 
of them come from the Pagan religion.  Halloween, called Samhain (Saw-wain) by 
the Pagans, is a very sacred holiday and some of the traditions are directly from 
the old ways and some have been changed dramatically by the modern church.  
Join Christine Haskins, who identifies as a Unitarian Universalist Pagan and a lay 
leader at First Church, as she gives us a deeper understanding of the season and 
the traditions.  Music : David Khourshid  Q/A included in Service 

 

October 26th Annual Water Ceremony and Welcoming of New Members       
UUUS Membership Team 

The annual water ritual at UUUS is a time for members, friends, and guests to 
share water from places that are special to them:  new places visited; special 
times with family and friends; traditions closer to home; or perhaps symbolic wa-
ter that represents life, energy, or conservation.  The mingling of water and voices 
sharing from the heart represents the diversity of our congregation, our world, 
and the many sources of our faith tradition.   Join us in sharing and as we wel-
come new members to our congregation.  Music: Jars of Jam & Lou Murray 

 

PROGRAMS FOR OCTOBER 
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President’s Message: 
 
So many exciting things are happening at UUUS! It has warmed my heart to notice that the congregation 
is eagerly embracing the concept of “radical hospitality.” People have been making a concerted effort to 
be welcoming, greeting each other and any visitors every Sunday. Community is one of our biggest 
strengths, and it is good to see it reinforced in everyone’s actions. 

 

Our newly reborn Social Action Committee has recently begun meeting. I noticed that the first meeting 
had a wonderful turn-out with a number of enthusiastic and engaged members! The committee is cur-
rently working on many great ideas for projects to take on. If you are interested in being involved, be 
sure to contact Joie Kohl. 

 

The Board retreat was held on September 13, and I was reminded once again how fortunate we are to 
have a great group of people who work well together. Currently, Greg Cavenaugh is helping us to devel-
op a Covenant of Right Relations for the board. This is a preview of our next Quarterly Meeting in No-
vember, where everyone will have the opportunity to work on a Covenant of Right Relations for the entire 
congregation. I hope everyone will plan to attend that meeting to take part in this important project. 

 

Finally, our next UUUS Social will be held on Friday, October 3, and we will have an Octoberfest theme. 
This is a chance to celebrate our community and share a fun evening together. I hope to see you there! 

 

In Fellowship, 
Sylvia 

GARAGE SALE AT THE ALLIANCE, First Unitarian Church of Or-

lando, 901 E. Robinson St. 

Friday and Saturday, Oct  17 and 18, 8 AM to 3 PM 

We welcome donations of any lightly used and clean items: clothing, ac-
cessories, jewelry, linens, books, kitchen, office, garden, furniture, appli-
ances, lamps,  baby goods, bikes, toys, gift items, etc. The only items we 
discourage are computers or other outdated electrical appliances. Bring 
items to Marilyn Stewart at UUU on Sunday or call First Church to ar-
range drop-off: 407-898-3621. 

This is a Church sale. The Alliance receives  30% of proceeds to share 
with local charities. The Church is a 401-C charity. Note also, the Alliance 
shares its income with UUU.  
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Inquiring Minds continues to have vibrant programs: discussions, outside speakers and open 
mic Sundays.  To be added to our contact  list and learn of the Sunday's meeting topic, contact 
the UUUS Office and write "I.M. Contact List" on the Subject Line.  We meet each Sunday from 
9:15-10:15 in our  Education Building. 

 

Our Fifth principle is “the right of con-
science and the use of the democratic 
process within our congregations and in 
society at large.” 

  

Remember, the UU Funding Program is offering grants of up to 
$500 to UU congregations and groups that participate in nonpartisan Get Out the 

Vote efforts, such as “participating in voter registration drives, providing non-
partisan educational materials or forums, or volunteering to help registered voters 
get to the polls.”  See www.uufunding.org for details and application 

forms.  Deadline for applications: October 31.  

UU Bed and Breakfast on the Treasure Coast - Are you or your friends looking for a brief 

escape to nearby beautiful areas of Florida? The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Vero Beach 

is opening a Bed and Breakfast program in the Vero Beach community to raise funds for the 

Fellowship and, even moreimportantly, to extend hospitality to UUs from other parts of the 

state, country and world. Some guests may use the B&B as a comfortable and friendly place to 

stop over while traveling through, others may use it as a place to stay for several days while 

visiting and enjoying the many natural and cultural gems of the Treasure Coast. If you are plan-

ning a visit to this area (or traveling through), please put the UUFVB B&B at the top of your list 

as a place to stay. We would love to see you! 

For more information, go to UUFVB.org/bnb.html or email us at unitarianfloridabnb@gmail.com. 

- Submitted by Millie Michos 

The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference. The opposite of beauty is not ug-
liness, it's indifference. The opposite of faith is not heresy, it's indifference. And 
the opposite of life is not death, but indifference between life and death. 
(Elie Wiesel, 1928 - ) 

http://www.uufunding.org/
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UUUS Women’s Group...plans aplenty! 
 
Women's group is back in swing!  
We will be mixing it up a bit for 
the next few months, not always 
meeting on Fridays.  We will al-
ways meet the last week of the 
month.  Please note the follow-
ing dates:  
 
Tuesday, 9/30.   The group en-
joyed lunch and shopping at the 
East End Market!  Don’t you wish 
you were there!                
 
Tuesday, October 28th, 6:30pm.  
Hamburger Mary's "Ham-Bingo" 
show; dinner and drinks. 
 
November, TBA  
 
Sunday December 7th,  "Wild" movie matinee.  Time and place TBA  
 
And while you have the calendar out, make sure to mark the date for our Women's 
group annual retreat, which is January 30-31.  We're planning something a little dif-
ferent this year, and you wouldn't want to miss it!  
 
Everyone is welcome to join us for fun and fellowship.  For questions or additional 
info contact Jill Metz  

CHOIR PRACTICE SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER: 

 

Wednesday, October 1st:  Rehearsal at 7:00 pm 

Sunday, October 5th:   Pre-service run-through at 9:45 am 
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Triple U Social: 

Theme: Oktoberfest 

  
We hope you will all plan to join us for our next triple U social.  We will celebrate Ok-

toberfest this month 
Bring German themed, eats, drinks, snacks or sweets 

and we will eat, drink and be merry together. 
Join in on the fun: 

Friday, October 3
 

7 – 9 pm at UUUS 

  
Childcare will be provided.  Children will have their own supervised social with food 

and beverages. 
Please RSVP if you will be attending with children to info@universityuus.org. 

           

SOUTHERN UU FALL INSTITUTE  

    

Monday-Friday    Oct. 6-10, 2014                                                                               

 Exquisite Seasonal Colors & Stimulating Programming! Breath-taking and Inspirational Sights 

Warm Fellowship and Social Hours  Exceptional Nourishment & Enrichment! 

Rev. AMY CAROL WEBB KEYNOTES by Award-Winning 

Musician, Songwriter, and Spiritual Leader 
“The LIFE in Your Years!!”   5-Day (M-F)/4-Night = $475 = Programming, 

Housing, 12 Meals   Other packages available.  Check-in starts 2pm Monday (10/6).  Program ends 1pm 
Friday (10/10)  MORNING & AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS, HIKES, TOURS, ZIPS EVENING PROGRAMS: 
“Sound Meditation”, Trust Walk & “Happy Noise”, plus Perform Your “Heart Song” 

Coordinators: Phil Sterner (336-406-3926) & Kathee Williams (770-654-7878) 

SAVE $25:  REGISTER BY 9/6 at WWW.MOUNTAINCENTERS.ORG  

mailto:info@universityuus.org
http://WWW.MOUNTAINCENTERS.ORG
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RE News —  
Classes started on September 7.  In the Elementary classes we are learning about the 7th princi-
ple of UU through an epic story of adventure of two kids trying to bring peace to the world.  We 
are also practicing these principles each week; the children take home a homework called a 
“Dragon Task” — it gives them a single task related to the UU principle we are studying at the 
moment.  After completing 3 or 4 tasks associated with a principle the children receive a “Dragon 
Token.” 
 
Our teens are exploring issues surrounding our choices in food production, personal diet choices 
and the growing stress on our clean water and healthy soil, and ethical farming practices.  As a 
practical effort they will create a sustainable garden using an aquaponics system that has fish 
and vegetables in a closed system supporting each other.  They are excited and working on this 
project.   They are looking for funds and supplies to build their garden — you might have a teen 
approach you looking for materials. 
 
October is a busy month for our kids.  The end of the 
month brings a Halloween party at 9:30 on 9/26!  
Spooky fun — and a super Sunday to look forward to 
with excitement.  But we have other interesting activi-
ties. 
 
1) Begin study of Orange principle - Offering Fair and 
Kind treatment  
2) Autism and Downs syndrome lesson — Oct. 19th -  9:15 in the red classroom 
3) Halloween Party Oct — 26th  — 9:30 in red classroom 
4) Begin Hope ComUnity collection for toys to support their Xmas store — October 26th. 
 
 
We will also begin planning this month to stain our playset.  It is time to clean up and maintain 
our beloved play-structure.  Staining and sealing the structure will preserve it for years to come!  
Please watch for requests to join us in a day of clean up! We will ensure we can enjoy it ! 

Visitor Welcome Class: 
 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist 
faith and its origins. First time visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism will 
learn about the principles that guide us, this history behind us and receive a brief 
overview about the organization. If you are interested in attending this class, send 
an RSVP to info@univeristyuus.org (walk-ins are always welcome).  

Sunday, Oct 5th, 2014 
UUUS library 

9:30 am – 10:30am 

mailto:info@univeristyuus.org
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Social Action News…..Since 1998 UUU has generously donated $8,471 to the Coalition 

for the Homeless of Central Florida. The Coalition has an impressive number of programs that 
have helped countless Central Florida women, men, mothers, fathers and their children tran-
sition from homelessness to temporary housing to full-time self-sufficiency. 
 
The Social Action Committee (SAC) would like to extend our reach to the Coalition with a 
small service project that runs from October to the 2nd week in December. We would like to 
collect holiday bags (with three items inside) to help women residents with their laundry 
needs. To start we're asking for 25 bags. 
 
The bags include: 
- 1 Publix recyclable bag (preferably the green bags because the Coalition puts red tissue pa-
per in the bag to make it festive) 
- 1 100 oz bottle of All Liquid Laundry detergent (about $9) (or another brand, 100 oz). 
- **$10 roll of quarters to do laundry at the Coalition  OR *you can write a check for cash, 
bring $10 and SAC will get the rolls of quarters 
-1 16 oz bath gel (as a nice item to have for the holidays). Dial ($4) or equivalent size. 
 
** We will begin collecting the Publix bag, laundry detergent and bath gel the first Sunday in 
October (drop box for the items located in the UUUS Library).  Please give Laura Owens or 
Rae Brammer-Wilson the money for the roll of quarters. We also will be available at UUU to 
collect the laundry mat money the Sunday after Thanksgiving. For more information please 
contact Laura Owens at: Lowens350@gmail.com or Rae Brammer-Wilson at: 
Rae.brammer@gmail.com 
 
Many thanks - 
The Social Action Committee 

HOME HOSPITALITY NEEDED….UUUS is hosting an OWL training for folks from around the 
state who are interested in teaching OWL to our youth.  (OWL, or Our Whole Lives, is based on 
a philosophy of comprehensive sexuality education which helps participants make informed and 
responsible decisions about their sexual health and behavior. It equips participants with accu-
rate, age-appropriate information in six subject areas: human development, relationships, per-
sonal skills, sexual behavior, sexual health, and society and culture. Grounded in a holistic view 
of sexuality, comprehensive sexuality education provides not only facts about anatomy and hu-
man development, but also helps leaders to clarify their values, build interpersonal skills, and 
understand the spiritual, emotional, social, and political aspects of sexuality as well.)   
 
We are offering a combined training for grades 7-9 and 10-12.  Many of the folks coming are 
traveling quite a distance and can use the financial assistance of home hospitality during the 
training...they have the expense of the training, the travel and materials.  Not all congregations 
can provide financial support and every little bit helps! 
 
The training is scheduled to begin at 1pm on Friday, November 7th and will end prior to service 
on Sunday, November 9th.  All meals will be provided at the training.  If you can provide sleep-
ing accommodations for Friday and Saturday night for an attendee, please let either Happy 
Amein or Chris Reid know...and we thank you for your hospitality! 

mailto:Lowens350@gmail.com
mailto:Rae.brammer@gmail.com
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS and 
1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the home-
less.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in August,  call Kathy 
Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com  See page 2 for October Event. 

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after service on 
Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth groups around the 
state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy social activities and a safe 
place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more information! 

Book Discussion Group:   There was no information about the next Book Discussion Group for October. 
Please contact Steve Hall for more information.  hallsorl@earthlink.net 
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, October 5th at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and invest-
ing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be 
knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group: The NOVEL BOOK CLUB selection for October 11 is THE GHOST BRIDE by Yangsze 
Choo.  Set in 19th century Colonia Malaysia, the story of a young woman’s marriage into a wealthy Chinese 
family is an exploration of Chinese folklore and the custom of “ghost marriage” to placate a restless spirit.  
Li Lan faces a world of family intrigue and dark secrets, including the mysterious circumstances of her ghost  
husband’s death. Join us on October 11 at 10:00 at the home of Marilyn Stewart. 
 
Single Parents Helping Each Other:  If you’re a single parent, we would love for you to join us in the 
RE Building every 3rd Saturday of the month from 2:00-4:30 pm for support, friendships & fun.  Please 
contact either Sue Hilley-Arcaya at (407) 221-9248 (text or call), email suebase4@att.net OR Marti Staton 
at (407)421-3758 (prefers texts), email mstaton444@gmail.com.  Childcare is provided. Hope to see you 
there! 
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering to-

gether to share food and conversation on Monday, October 13th at UUU at 6:30 PM.   Please contact Da-
vid McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     
 
The UUUS Women’s Group: See the article on page 4 for all of the fun activities that the Women’s Group 
has planned over the next few months! 

News from The Mountain - Fall has arrived on The Mountain! The air is cooling off and Mountain staff have already 
gotten out the fall jackets. Our upcoming programs will have the opportunity to see Fall at its finest on The Moun-
tain.  UUWomenspirit: October 15-19 - This Fall UUWomenspirit presents “Rhythm of Being,” offering the oppor-
tunity to leave your daily life behind for a time and to tune into the cycles and rhythms that exist within yourself, 
within the natural world, and to explore how the two are inexorably connected. This Fall’s Institute tracks and Gath-
ering workshops offer ways to deepen your spiritual journey and explore the rhythm of being with the Divine Femi-
nine. They provide a variety of ways to focus your energy with the support of a facilitator committed to the spiritual 
growth of women. Learn more at uuwomenspirit.org. 

- Submitted by Alex Willocks, Data Manager The Mountain Retreat & Learning Center (828) 526-5838 

mailto:suebase4@att.net
mailto:mstaton444@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Ongoing Sunday 

events              

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a               

Child RE 9:30a  

Adult RE 9:30a 

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

  1 2 3 

UUUS Social 

Oktoberfest 

7-9 pm 

 

Yom Kippur 

Eid al-Adha 

4  
1st Satur-

day Work 

Day 9-12 

5 

 

Visitor’s Wel-

come Class 

9:30a 

Investment 

Club 11:45a 

6 7 

Alliance at 

1U 

8 9 10 11 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

12 

POTLUCK 

13 

Canadian 

Thanksgiving 

 

Men’s Group 

6:30 pm 

14 
Alliance at 

1U 

15 16 17 

 

 

 

Beacon hosts 

a CON  10/17

-10/19 

18 

Single Parents 

2-4:30 pm 

 

 

CON contin-

ues 

19 20 21 
Alliance at 

1U 

22 23 24 
United Na-

tions Day 

 

Islamic New 

Year 

25 

26 

RE Hallow-

een Party 

9:30 am 

27 28 
Alliance at 

1U 

Women’s 

Group out-

ing (p.4) 

29 30 31  

October 2014 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Cari Mitchell...carisemail@cfl.rr.com 

Treasurer...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past President...John Amein…  

 john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

  Building..Dave Symonds..uuus.facilities@gmail.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson,  

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 
 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 

Webmaster…Rosandra Montequin and Alan Gaynor 

 webmaster@universityuus.org 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:uuus.facilities@gmail.com

