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ONGOING SUNDAY  

SCHEDULE 

INQUIRING MINDS 9:15 AM 

ADULT RE CLASSES 9:25 AM 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION      
9:30 AM 

SUNDAY SERVICE   10:30 
AM 

 BEACON (TEENS)              
SUNDAY 6-8 PM  

FIND US/WRITE US: 

UNIVERSITY UUS              
11648 MC CULLOCH RD       

ORLANDO, FL 32817 

407 737-4018 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:       
www.universityuus.org 
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July 1  Chris Castro    Faith in Sustainability 
Chris is an emerging social eco-preneur with a passion for positive change and a focus in 

environmental science, clean energy technologies, green buildings and incorporating sus-

tainability around the world.  Graduating from UCF in 2010, he founded a youth-led sus-
tainability movement which has spread to over 20 universities and K-12 schools across 

the nation.  He established a new for-profit venture helping to drive demand for energy 
efficiency, renewable energy and sustainability throughout Central Florida. Chris is the 

recipient of the "Champions of Change" award from President Obama. He's just re-
turned from the UN Rio+20 conference as a Youth Congressman. He is the co-Founder of 

Intellectual Decisions on Environmental Awareness Solutions (IDEAS). 

  
July 8  Rev. Mark Spivey    "Where Do We Go from Here?"  When Moses led the 

people of Israel out of Egyptian bondage, they had as their goal to settle in The Promised 
Land.  Having recently completed our education building, the people of UUUS have been 

led out of the bondage of "Not Enough Space!"  But now what?  Where shall we set-

tle?  Where is our Promised Land?  Every beloved community needs something to look 
forward to.  As for me, I look forward to sharing a vision for our future.  Rev Spivey is a 

former hospice chaplain, a counselor, popular speaker and a vital member of our beloved 
community.  

POTLUCK AFTER SERVICE 
  

July 15  Alan Nordstrum,PhD    Global Wisdom Culture  

Inspired by the work of Duane Elgin, Alan invited his Rollins students to imagine a better 
world. By developing a model of a Global Wisdom Culture (GWC), proponents aim to per-

suade others to subscribe to its premises and principles, and to practice behaviors self-
evidently beneficial to humanity and to Earth’s ecosystems. Although Earth’s peoples 

have perennially experienced “culture wars” among various clashing ideologies and belief 

systems, causing untold death and destruction, the GWC initiative intends to proceed 
peacefully and persuasively by promoting as common sense those modes of belief and 

behavior that lead demonstrably to communal harmony, amity and flourishing, as reck-
oned by good science and clear experience.  

  

July 22  Judy Minear  The Dream Movement: a Response to Fundamentalism? 
Hundreds of churches in the deep south have small groups of people  looking to find 

meaning in their dreams.  Over 200 people meet annually to learn more about how to 
take this work into local churches.  One of the proponents of this movement is UU minis-

ter Jeremy Taylor, who led a community to racial peace by showing them how to relate 
on the common themes in dreams in the '60's. What can we learn from this movement?  

  

July 29  UUUS Voices -Justice GA and SUUSI 
Our UU General Assembly this year took place in Phoenix, Arizona and focused on the 

injustice of the immigration laws in that state. Our delegates will share their experienc-
es from this historic Justice GA.  Each year more of our families take their vacations at 

the summer institute known as SUUSI.  We look forward to hearing from a sampling of 

these members as well and an answer to the question "what became of the purple 
cow?"   

PROGRAMS FOR JULY 
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The Alliance 
 
The Alliance meets Tuesdays from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm in Gore Hall at First Unitarian.  Among its many activities, 
the Alliance prepares donated items for sale in the Continuing Bazaar.  Below you will find other activities to en-
joy.  Why not join us?  Bring a bag lunch, homemade iced tea is provided. 
 
Programs for July 
 
July 3-- Alliance officers meet for their monthly board meeting.  Work continues on the Continuing Bazaar.  It is a rare 
Tuesday indeed when there are no donations to sort, price and hang.  The Alliance appreciates donations that are 
clean and in working order.  Sorry, we cannot accept electronic equipment. 
 
July 10-- Lunch out at a variety of local restaurants, this one TBA.  Before and after lunch,o members will work on the 
Bazaar.  There is way too much work to let a Tuesday slide, thanks to your many donations. 
 
July 17-- 250 Baloney and Cheese sandwiches for the Homeless Coalition are put together in record time!  The Gore 
Hall kitchen is the place where the action happens.  Work continues on the Bazaar too. 
 
July 24-- From time to time members share their life story with the group.  This allows us to get to know each other 
better.  Dayle Steakley shares her life story in a reprise of 10 years ago. 
 
July 31-- A five Tuesday month!  Come on down for some fun and games...and continuing work on the Continuing 
Bazaar!  The Bazaar is a lot of work but brings in thousands of dollars each year which is diligently used to assist 
local charities that meet UU principles and the Alliance focus on Women, Children and the Homeless. 
 
Dayle Steakley, 2nd VP. Programs (Dayle can be contacted through the First Unitarian office for suggestions and 
feedback.) 

President’s Message:  Greetings UUUS’ers! 
 

 I’m back from a wonderful invigorating, inspiring, and exhausting General Assembly in Phoenix – 

full of workshops, worship, and witness. Did you see us on the news at Sheriff Joe Arpaio’s Tent City? The 

sea of yellow shirts and Standing On the Side Love shirts was beautiful! Chris and Abi joined me on the 

journey. We’ll be sharing our experiences with you at the annual GA/SUUSI Service on July 29th. Perhaps 

by then we’ll have to time to fully process all we learned and share. GA is an amazingly full experience! 

 I hear UUUS was transformed while we were away – into a magical place with wizards, witches, 

and gremlins, perhaps. The 1st Annual Hogwarts Camp was a roaring success. Check out photos on Face-

book or ask any of our children if they were there. Our meeting rooms were unbelievably authentically dec-

orated – and our parents were, too! We have some wonderfully creative members and they went all out to 

make a terrific adventure for our children. Can’t wait until next year – perhaps I’ll be able to go! Thank you 

to all parents, members, staff, and children who participated in making the camp a success! 

 For those of you who missed the Annual meeting last month, we have a new board coming “on 

board” for the 2012-13 fiscal year. Please congratulate and say “Thank you” to our new trustees: Barry 

Lundin and Chad Busby; our returning trustee: Paula Despang; our new Vice President: Sylvia Friedman; 

and returning Secretary: Chris Reid, Treasurer: John Amein, and me, as President again. We are looking 

forward to a very exciting year. Please share your thoughts, ideas, and wisdom with us anytime – you don’t 

have to wait for a meeting! 

 Enjoy your summer and if you’re lucky enough to journey away for a vacation remember to bring 

back some water for the Water Communion – or at least a good story to share! 

 

Until then…………………..Martha 
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RE NEWS….Hogwarts was a magnificent success -- the children lovedit!  We 

greatly appreciate those of our congregation that helped toward the scholarship 

fund!  The children played quidditch and searched the Forbidden Forest for lost 

magical creatures!  We had visiting dignitaries 
including the Minister of Magic (David 

McElroy), and Professor Tellsalot a famed for-
tune teller (Marylin McGinnis), as well as shop 

keepers Chloe & Amy Mowbray and strong 

men -- Bardock Venom (Josh) + Dante Blade 
(Chris Fuentes) plus the construction squad 

that included notably: Carl Packham, Dan Metz and John Amein and Mike 
Reid.   The daily staff included Chad Busby,  Michelle Smith, Jill Metz, Cari Mitchell, 

Jill Vita, Gina Busby and Happy Amein.  They taught our lessons and organized our activities -- the conclusion of the 
events was a House Cup challenge where all three houses came within one point of each other.  All week long the 

children competed in trivia questions, acts of kindness, sports and games, creative castle building as well as brewing 

potions, harvesting magic plants and transfiguring ingredients into tasty 
treats!   We wrapped the entire church in black plastic and stone walls -- 

wand waving was everywhere!  Our UU home looked 
truly magical and medieval!  It all came down and is 

packed away for another time -- to do it all 

again!  All that’s left are wonderful memories and 
birdseed (ask any of the staff about this) which 

will  be blown away by the landscapers on their next 
visit!  

 

The curriculum we used for the camp was developed in Baton Rouge Louisiana by the RE Direc-
tor of that UU Fellowship.  It teaches team building and is infused with UU values -- but mostly it 

is widely known as the most fun a kid can have in a week!  Thank you UUUS for making it possible here in Orlando! 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE -- LITE IN JULY, WORKSHOPS IN AUGUST:  This 

summer we are having a somewhat quieter than normal RE program.  During 
the month of July, many of our families are traveling.  We expect attendance 

during the 9:30 hour to reflect a much lower attendance -- as such we will 
have a story and crafts at the 9:30 hour during July, and Michelle Smith will 

schedule summer workshops during the month of August.  If you have a pro-

gram you would like to offer, please let her know and she will post a sched-
ule.  We will return to regular programming in September on the first Sunday 

after Labor Day.   
 

WIGGLE ROOM POLICY:   
 We have re-established a small child policy for the Wiggle Room:   
The glass enclosed room across the hallway from the kitchen is named the "Wiggle Room" to provide quiet space for 
families with small children to listen to the service while keeping their very small child with them.  This is a way for 
the families to feel comfortable watching the program and not becoming anxious in trying to keep a baby quiet while 
the speaker is talking.  Our children have begun to use this room as a playroom, often without their parents supervi-
sion.  This actually has the negative effect of discouraging parents with very small children from utilizing the room.   
 We are returning the room to its intended purpose by re-establishing the policy that only very small children, 
ages 4 and below, accompanied by their parent, are to use the room.  During Service children should sit with their 
parents for the first 15 minutes, with the exception of children who are lighting the chalice and handling the baskets, 
and there are assigned seats for these children.   Children 10 and up may ask permission to help prepare snack in 
the back building, but otherwise should be with their parents for the first 15 minutes of service. 
 From time to time the Wiggle Room may be used for small meetings of adults.  However, at no time should 
children be allowed in the wiggle room with out their parent and children ages 5 and up should not use that room at 
any time.   If you have any questions regarding the use of the room, you may speak with Happy Amein or someone 
in the office.  Thanks for your continued support and assistance. 
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Adult RE Mini Courses to begin again in the Fall. 
 
We are looking for courses and/or facilitators that can lead 4-6 week mini courses for the adults at 
UUUS.  We have enjoyed a variety of these shorter more targeted topics this year and plan to restart the 
series in the Fall.  Do you have any particular interest that you would like to propose?  Contact Chris Reid,  
Joie Kohl or Happy Amein.   
 

Inquiring Minds continues its search for truth without a summer break.  Some of us may not have the 
luxury of time before discovering the meaning of life!  We meet on Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 10:15 in 
the large room of the RE building.  To get on our mailing list, contact the UUUS Office & write "Inquiring 
Minds Discussion Group" on the title line.   You are more than welcome to join us! Roy Scherer 

 

On June 10, 2012, A Building safety Class was held at UUUS.  Orange County Fire & Res-
cue Team including Lieutenant, Fire Chief and Fire-fighters from our own Station 65, 
attended and enlightened us.  

After talking about what kind of activities occur at UUU, then touring the two buildings 
and surrounding property, the OCFR Team made the following recommendations for 
our church building complex: 

o   Test & replace all fire alarm batteries.  (This should be scheduled annually.) 

o   Have and post a ready-list of various phone numbers to call for non-

emergency 
o   Consider purchase of auto-defibrillator 

o   Identify members which could be first responders (individuals w/ medical or nursing background or experience.)  

o   Familiarize members with both UUU buildings.  One idea was to offer a building tour/orientation for key members 

to cover control panels, attic, ladder and other critical info. 
o   Consider purchase of a 2-way radio to keep on hand, charged, in the case of need. 

o   Offer Fire Extinguisher Class, through OCFR (free) 

o   Create medical info card for UUUS permanent children 

o   Offer CPR training class to current members: 

Red Cross CPR class (certification)        $70-90/pp 

OCFR CPR for friends & family (not certified)     Free 

 

And for some good information all of us can use immediately, to help us be more prepared, aware, and proactive about safety, 
here’s the “Top 5 List of fire safety tips:” 

 

1-      Keep fire extinguisher in location far away from stove, but in reach of kitchen. 
2-       Keeping doors closed does help in controlling flames if there should be a fire. 
3-      Call—Don’t Question!  Calling 911 is free and EMS crew wants you to call early, rather than wait 
4-      When vacating any building, keep entry area clear for fire fighters & rescue vehicles. 
5-      “311” is universal non-emergency help line.  It’s a helpful resource.   
                                 
  

Be Prepared~ Be aware~ Be Proactive to Prevent  
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SOCIAL CONCERNS NEWS: 

This message comes through Jackie Ellis, Manager of Volunteer Services for Family Promise of Greater Orlando.  
UUUS participates in this wonderful program of allied denominations that support homeless families in their 
efforts to find employment and housing. 

Below is a heartfelt message from Kami, she and her son Denemes left today to go back home to Atlanta, Geor-
gia.  We know that you all will keep them in your prayers. We wish them the best, and we too thank EVERYONE for 
making them feel so “at home”. 

Dear Ms. Jackie, 
 

Before I part from Family Promise & IHN I want to send a message of gratitude to all of the volunteers 
that have touched mine & Dee's life in the past 3 months. 

I want to tell them how much their kind words, their support, their love, their encouragement, & under-

standing has meant to my family. If it had not been for them, this brief moment of suffering & sacrifice 
would have been unbearable. Some days I truly wanted to give up, but their smiling faces upon our arri-

val at each church made a tremendous difference. It made me feel like this journey as worth completing. 
 

None of them knew who we were, or anything about us, yet they opened up their hearts as if we were a 

part of their immediate family. And for that I am truly, & always will be grateful. 
 

Upon entering this program, I knew I wasn't the typical face of homelessness, but life had thrown me a 
few curve balls and I merely needed a place to regroup & reconnect with God. He lead me here! 

 
I don't like to single people out because they have all been so kind, and each person has touched our 

hearts in one way or another.  

 
However, I want to send a special thank you to my Conway family because that is where my journey 

started. Had it not been for Ms. Allison's creative ability to think outside of the box, my son & I would 
have been on the street. They are also one of the few churches that gave me free reign of their kitchen 

to allow my culinary creativity to flow. 

 
I also would like to send a special thank you to Community of Christ, because on my son's 13th birthday 

they provided for him what I could not. And to Ms. Sally at FUM Oviedo, thank you for making the moth-
ers in this program feel extremely special despite our circumstances.  

 

I just want them to know how important their volunteering is, and how much it makes a difference in 
the lives of others, and to please continue to provide the support they already do.  

 
I have always been told that even when life has you down, someone else is doing worse. But also by 

being a cheerful giver, you will receive many blessings beyond compare. This program was a blessing in 
my life in a time of desperation & need! 

 

If any of the volunteers are interested in touch, you are free to give them my email address or phone 
number.  

 
I can't say thank you enough, 

Kami & Dee 

 

We are always looking for volunteers to help with this project.  Please let Dawn Foster know if you are 
interested in giving a few hours when we help “staff” the week of hosting at First Methodist Church of 

Oviedo. 



PAGE 7 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 13, ISSUE 7  

HELP WANTED...look for ways that you might help UUUS each 
month in this space.  Currently, these are ways that you might 
help out: 
 
             Set up chairs before the Sunday service (we don’t have a janitor, we 
have all volunteered to do this job!) 
             Set up refreshments before the Sunday service 
             Clean up after Sunday service 
             Clean up after potluck (this is a much bigger job than other Sundays) 
          
If you are willing to help out, please call Sylvia Friedman 407-657-5745 and she 
will help set up a schedule.  Thank you for your support and generosity! 
 
If your group needs volunteer help in some way, send a note to the editor to be in-
cluded in next month’s Help Wanted article.  (lcreid99@aol.com) 

Some Thoughts on Justice GA, Phoenix, Arizona June 20-24, 2012   by Chris Reid 
 
Our hearts were filled with the sights and sounds of our religion…voices speaking truth, lifting our souls in 
song, imparting words of hope, of love, of history and of the future.  We marched together with candles 
held high, singing of freedom, liberty and our love and commitment to a captive audience in tent city, 
vastly outnumbering the voices of hate that had come to heckle and insult us.  At a citizenship fair, many 
of us were able to assist folks carrying “green cards” in filling out the complicated application for citizen-
ship, having learned how to help in a well planned workshop.  We worked hard to learn more about all of 
the issues surrounding immigration and of the incredible work being done by the partner groups in Arizo-
na, who invited us to hold GA in Phoenix.  We worshipped together and were buoyed by the soaring 
words and music.  We laughed, we cried, we cheered, we sang, we debated, we voted, we talked, we 
marched, we were present and open to all that was Justice GA. 
 
The immigration situation is certainly overwhelming, the solutions complicated.  The basic right of all peo-
ple to be treated humanely and with compassion calls us to respond, to bear witness, to stand on the side 
of love.  It can be paralyzing to face such a daunting task…and yet, one small action, one small step is 
worthy and together we can create larger actions and take giant steps.  I thought it especially important 
that I came away with several things I can do, that I brought home with me.  Ways that I can be in-
volved, take action, move forward.  I have the citizenship application training and plan to seek a local 
group that could use my help.  I have contacts for working on voter registration.  I have new knowledge 
about immigration history as well as current facts (and faces…and voices….) that will help me have more 
meaningful conversations with others here at home. I have contact information from other groups en-
gaged in justice work.   
 
Within our Region, we shared information about our congregations, what we are doing, how we can work 
together toward common goals.  There is much strength in combining our efforts and sharing our gifts 
and knowledge with one another.  Each of us carried home precious gifts of commitment to justice, to 
each other, to all those who have no voice and the ability to take a small step toward a more just future.  
Phoenix was love, up close and personal. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1** 

Investment 

Group 11:45a 

2 3 

Alliance 

1U 10:30-1 

 
 

Scrabble 7p 

4 

 

 

 
Independence 

Day 

5 6 

 

 

 

Men’s Group 

6:30p 

7 

Final Com-

passionate 

Caring Class 

10-12 

8** 

 

POTLUCK 

9 10 
Alliance 

1U 10:30-1 

 

 
Scrabble 7p 

11 

 

 

 

 

Board Meets 

7p 

12 13 14 

15** 

 

 

 

SUUSI begins 

16 17 
Alliance 

1U 10:30-1 

 

 
Scrabble 7p 

18 19 20 21 

 

 

 

SUUSI ends 

22** 23 24 
Alliance 

1U 10:30-1 

 

 
Scrabble 7p 

25 26 27 28 

Book Group 

10a 

29** 30 31 
Alliance 

1U 10:30-1 

 

 
Scrabble 7p 

**Ongoing  
Sunday events: 

 

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a 

Children’s RE                     

9:30a  

Service 10:30a 
Beacon 6-8p 

   

July 2012 
Dates, Holidays, Meetings of interest to the UUUS Community 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information, see the schedule on page 2 and 
make note of the special events in July.  You can also call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com 
 
Book Discussion Group:   The non-fiction book club will meet Saturday, July 28th at 10:00 AM at UUUS. 
The book is yet to be determined. For more information contact Steve Hall at hallsorl@earthlink.net.   Also 
check your Sunday bulletin and Notable News for updated information. Thanks. 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday July 1st at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and investing. 
We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be knowl-
edgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

***Scrabble Club***:  If you love playing Scrabble please come and play and stretch your word power 
every Tuesday evening.  Games start on time at 7 PM and end at 10 PM.  Don't forget to bring your Scrab-
ble board and tiles with you and if you have a chess clock please bring that too. Contact Robert Sulzer if 
you have any questions at 407-247-1260.  ** This is our newest group...check them out!                 

A Novel Book Group:  The NOVEL BOOK GROUP is discontinued. Beth, Joan, and Marilyn thank every-
one who participated over the last three years in our lively, thoughtful discussions.                               

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering to-
gether to share food and conversation on Friday, July 6th, from  6:30 to 9:30 at UUUS.  Contact David 
McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net                                                              

The UUUS Women’s Group:  The Women's Group is on hiatus for the summer!  Please enjoy time with 
your families and one another and share your adventures with us at UUUS!  Happy Summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images from 

GA...shared by  

First Unitarian 
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Email: info@universityuus.org 
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Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Secretary...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 
Trustee…Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Paula Despang...paula@orlandocounseling.net 

 
Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 

 info@universityuus.org 
 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 
Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 

Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 

Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 
Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 
Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol.com      

 Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 
 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 
 Dawn Foster…dawnm_foster@yahoo.com 

Worship...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 

Communications 
 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr… 

 
Youth 

 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams...  

 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

         Eric and Rachel Christensen… 
 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 
Beacon...Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 Cleve Williams…clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
 Kim Williams...kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

 
Activities 

 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 
 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group...Bernard Fudim...bfudim@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 
Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 
Scrabble...Robert and Alice Sulzer...sulzer4444@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 


