
Volume 16, Issue 4 April, 2012 

ONGOING SUNDAY  

SCHEDULE 

INQUIRING MINDS 9:15 AM 

ADULT RE CLASSES 9:25 AM 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION          
9:30 AM 

SUNDAY SERVICE        
10:30 AM 

BEACON (TEENS)              
SUNDAY 6-8 PM  

FIND US/WRITE US: 

UNIVERSITY UUS         

11648 MC CULLOCH RD  
ORLANDO, FL 32817 

407 737-4018 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

    www.universityuus.org 
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Inside this issue: 

The Connection 

University  Unitarian Universal ist  Society  

April 1  Flower Communion and Welcoming of New Members 
Spring brings the annual flower communion ceremony as we all contribute a flower. The 

children will participate in the service with an explanation of the history of this ritual cere-

mony. We will then welcome new members to our community. Guiding us will be Gina 
Busby, Joe Mendoza and Jill Metz. BRING A FLOWER TO SHARE  

 
April 8  Rev. Mark Spivey   "Young"   

During the Spring, our thoughts and feelings turn to renewal, rebirth or "starting all over 
again."  The topic of "YOUNG" explores lessons on re-creation learned from history, the 

natural world and the supernatural realm. Rev. Spivey, who is a regular speaker, is also a 

counselor, former hospice chaplain and student of the  human spirit.    
EASTER POTLUCK AFTER SERVICE 

  
April 15   Paul Rademacher  “Secrets of the Alchemical Heart”                          

The heart has its own intelligence operating differently from the brain, but no less effec-

tively. As a society we have celebrated mental intelligence and technology as paramount, 
while ignoring the shadow side of our one sided emphasis. Many past cultures believed 

the mind was centered in the heart, not head. The heart, by its very nature is relational, 
inclusive, and compassionate and seeks solutions of mutual benefit. It is the bridge be-

tween waking awareness and the creative unconscious. These are qualities that will be 
increasingly in demand on a shrinking planet and will form the value system of the next 

stage of human evolution. Author, former Exec. Director of The Monroe Institute, gradu-

ate of Princeton Theological Seminary and Presbyterian pastor for 15 years, Paul is also an 
acclaimed public speaker, seminar leader, artist, closet musician, husband, and father of 

three.  his next book will be: “A Spiritual Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Alchemical Heart.” 
  

April 22   Sunday, April 22, 2012 – Earth Day Bash                                           

Join your UUUS Stewardship Committee as we celebrate Earth Day – a day intended to 
inspire awareness and appreciation for the Earth’s natural environment – with a service 

emphasizing the numerous steps we’ve taken towards our Green Sanctuary with our new 
building and on-going practices.   In honor of Spring and the sense of renewal it brings 

we will also be sharing our hopes for the future and asking for your renewed commitment 

to UUUS.  A shortened service will be followed by our 2nd Congregational Conversation 
and a full-scale picnic and games for all ages – this is the Bash part!  Please plan to come 

and share your thoughts, ideas, and laughter with your UUUS family.  Surprises in store!   
 
April 29  Creston Davis, PhD.  "Jefferson, The Enlightenment, and Early 

America" In the first of 2 presentations Professor Davis will highlight the basic tenets of 
early American secular and religious foundations by drawing on Thomas Jefferson's estate 

Monticello. Some of the questions that will guide us will include: "How did early American 

secular philosophy influence the shaping of the foundation and the historical development 
of America?"  "What are the benefits and demerits of grounding a nation-state in the val-

ues of the Enlightenment?"  Dr. Creston Davis is a philosopher and psychoanalyst and has 
published four books with the MIT, Columbia and Duke University presses.  He has several 

forthcoming books including “The Contradictions of America: A Meditation on Jefferson's 
Monticello,” which explores the relationship between Thomas Jefferson and the psycholog-

ical,  the religious, and the philosophical landscape in early America.     

PROGRAMS FOR APRIL 
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Welcome to April Fellow UU’s 

Spring is in the Air!  This is one of my favorite times of the year.  I love the flowers, the bright green new 
leaves, and the still slightly cool weather.   Energizing! No wonder April is known as National Garden 
Month!   Have you checked out our new Butterfly Garden yet?   Children’s RE and families planted it a 
couple of weeks ago and it’s a beautiful site.  Thank you, RE, for adding beauty to our community.   

As always, there’s a lot going on in our community.   Please put April 22nd,  a Sunday, on your calendar 
and join us for a special service and our 2nd Congregational Conversation as well as a Super Fun Pic-
nic!   More details will be shared soon.  We’re hoping this will be an annual event celebrating the Earth 
and our Community together.   We are planning a presentation from the Hope Community Center in 
Apopka on “Immigration Reality,”  a walk in support of Family Promise on April 14, and probably numer-
ous opportunities that even I don’t know about yet!  Both Adult Discussion Groups (Inquiring Minds and 
Adult RE) are discussing great topics – pertinent to UU’s, our faith, and how we live in the world.  Try one 
out soon!  So many ways to connect with each other and with our larger community to help make our 
world a better place.   

Along with the beauty of spring, however, it’s also a time of sadness.  Several members of our community 
are very ill.  Remembering them with calls, cards, visits (when appropriate ) is appreciated and helps give 
each other strength to absorb the inevitable losses.  Please check in with Pastoral Care (Sylvia, Kathy A., 
Chris, Arlynn, Amy, Dutton, Joan) to find out how you can connect and help. 

Warmly,  

Martha 

A Benediction written by Judy Welles (found on the UUA Worship Web) 

Let us go out now into the sun-washed light of the blossoming world.  

May the inner light of our own being add its bright blessing to the dappled days and enhance the glow of 
nightfall. 

Amen. 

APRIL ALLIANCE PROGRAMS 
  

April 3        Board Meeting.  Work on the Continuing Bazaar 
  
April 10      Lunch at the home of Ellen Hone and Sharon Durant 5018 Barton Drive, Orlando 32807 at  
       11:30. Carpooling from Gore Hall at 11am.  Work on the Continuing Bazaar prior to leaving for                 
        lunch.   
  
April 17      Making sandwiches for the Homeless.  Work on the Continuing Bazaar. 
  
April 24      Annual Meeting, Election of Officers and Pot Luck. Work on the Continuing Bazaar. 
  
  
  

Vicki Kirkland 
Second Vice President 
Programs 
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~WELCOME~ 

New members...  

Larry & Jill Vita joined March 18th, 2012 

Ray & Katrina Eaton joined March 21st, 2012 

We are so happy to have you as part of our UUUS family!! 

We will formally welcome our new members into our congregation during our annual Flower 

Ceremony on April 1st, 2012. Please save the date for this annual event and don’t forget to 

bring a flower to share. 

We all hold Bill and Evelyn Long closely in our hearts.  One of Evelyn’s daughters, Elyse,  set 
up an online website through Caring Bridge, a place for information and to leave messages.  
Here is her note: 

Hello, friends and family of Bill and Evelyn: 
 
I'm Evelyn's daughter, Elyse, and I'm hoping you will not mind my sending you this link to Bill's Caring-
Bridge website. There you'll be able to read updates about how Bill is doing, and leave messages for him, 
on his Guestbook. It's not always possible for my mom or Bill to receive your phone calls and visits, as 
much as they would like to, and this will help let folks know how he's doing, and keep him hearing from 
you. 
 
Many thanks, 
Elyse Tipton 

CaringBridge provides personal websites that connect people experiencing a significant health challenge to 
family and friends, making each health journey easier. Visit and keep up to date. Leave a message in the 
guestbook. 

Visit online 
Find Bill's site at http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/williamlong. 
 
Visit on mobile 
Visit Bill's site using the CaringBridge iPhone app, Android app, or m.caringbridge.org. You can post up-

 
INQUIRING MINDS….Last month we were privileged to have Professor Charles Mathwewes of 
the University of Virginia address Inquiring Minds on the topic "Why Evil Exists."  We will spend 
the next several Sundays discussing this topic.  I encourage you to invite some of your "Non-
UUUS" friends to visit our class..  Several new members of our church were first introduced to 
UUUS by visiting an Inquiring Minds Class.  For more information from you or your friends, con-
tact Roy Scherer @ royhsch60aol.com & write "Inquiring Minds" on the subject line. 
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Earth Day Bash at UUUS 

Sunday, April 22, 2012 

10:30am – 3:00pm 
Join with your UUUS family and friends on this day set aside 

to celebrate the earth, the wonder of spring, and, this year, 

to renew your commitment to UUUS. 

Highlights: 

Shortened Service focused on our “Green”  

Practices and Future Plans,  

Congregational Conversation,  

Bounce House, Games for Young and Old,  

and the Opportunity to share your “Green” by renewing your 

commitment to UUUS. 

Picnic Lunch and Beverages Provided by UUUS 

See You There! 

 

Membership Orientation  

All visitors, guests, & friends are welcome to join us for membership orientation.  This great 

presentation provides a little history on the UU faith, as well as information pertinent to this 

congregation.  We hope you will join us… 

Saturday, April 14th, 2012 

At  UUUS 

9:30am – 11:30am 

Please RSVP in the office,  info@universityuus.org  

or (407) 737-4018 by 4/14 
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Social Action Sunday 
for RE  April 1st  

 
Wow -- what a  busy week at UUUS  --

  Social Action Sunday and Flower 
Communion Sunday!   

 
 

Remember to bring a flower to share 
with other members of our community -

-  

Also bring something to share with a UCF Student.    

 
 

Our Social Action Sunday Project this month is a food drive to donate to the Knights 
Pantry, which serves students and faculty at UCF.   This is a food pantry, but they al-

so provide toiletries, and school supplies.  Here is their web page that has a great FAQ 
about their program:  http://knightspantry.org/  

 
We are looking for canned goods, non-perishable foods, toiletries and school sup-
plies.   We'll talk with the kids about what a food pantry does to serve its patrons. 

 
 

Children should come directly to their classroom and bring their Knight's Pantry dona-
tion to a box in the hallway or in their classroom.  We will have regular lessons this 

week and a special craft during service.   
 

OTHER IMPORTANT ITEMS: 
*Register for Hogwarts Summer Camp if you are interested (see page 7 for details!) 
 
*Easter Sunday is April 8th... we will have a traditional egg hunt and games at 9:30 with a Dragon Egg hunt at 10:30 with snacks 

 
* Contact Happy Amein or Sara Sullivan if your child is eager to present during the Children's Service on May 27th -- the children 
are choosing classroom representative this week during their RE class. 
 
* Children who want to do baskets during the offertory should speak with Carrie Mitchell before service.  We have begun or-
ganizing the baskets before service instead of during service to make a smoother effort during that moment of reflection.  

 
If you have any questions, contact Happy Amein or Michelle Smith at the UUUS office 
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Social Concern News for April:  Upcoming Walk for Family Promise 
 
April 14 , 2012  
Check in time-8:00 am  
Start Time - 9:00 am 
Registration site - First United Methodist Church of Winter Park 
125 N Interlachen Ave. Winter Park, FL 32789 
 
Here is the website for more information:  http://www.fpgowalk.dojiggy.com/ 
 
Anyone interested in participating can do so individually, form a UUUS team or even sponsor Sally Craw-
ford from First United Methodist Church of Oviedo, our main contact for volunteering when they are host-
ing families.  We are proud to be part of this worthwhile program that is making a difference for many 
homeless families. 

Ethical Eating:  Our table at March potluck was a huge hit.  We will contin-
ue this offering of whole, vegetarian and vegan foods on potluck Sun-
days.  Remember to use one of the labels provided to identify what you 
brought, ingredients, etc., (these are located in the kitchen.)  Also, if you 
haven't already done so, please take a moment to respond to the survey 
poster on the kitchen fridge, "Hospitality Committee Wants to 
Know...."  Thanks everyone! 

Treasurer's Report: 
 
Cash is stable in our operating fund with a total of $12,994.  We had no unusual costs this past month. 
 
It's time to think about  your committee's goals and budgeting for 2012-2013.  I will provide each commit-
tee with actuals vs budgeted as a tool in early April.   We'll also try something new this year.  To make it 
easier on you, you'll be able to submit first pass budgets via an on-line form on the Members Only part of 
our website.   
 
Thank you for your continued diligence to your financial commitments to UUUS.  As of today, we are 
tracking very closely to what everyone committed last year. 

 

Do all the good you can, 

By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 

At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 

As long as ever you can. 

  

(John Wesley, 1703 – 1791) 

 

SUUSI is coming! 
Don’t miss the fun, 

fellowship, music, art, 

food, intentional com-
munity, amazing folks, 

workshops and nature 
trips! !  www.suusi.org 

to find out more...talk 
to the Ameins, Metzes, 

Kirbys, Chris and Josh 

Reid, Julie Emmer 
(Tessa and Kinsey 

have gone forever!), 
Paula Despang and 

many others!  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1Flower Cer-

emony/RE 

Social Action 

 

Investor’s 12p 

 
April Fool’s 

Day 

2 3 
 

Alliance 

Meets at 1st 

U 

4 5 6 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Group 

6:30p UUUS 

7 

8 

Potluck 

9 10 
Alliance 

Meets at 1st 

U 

11 

 

 

 

 

Board Meets 

7p 

12 

 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

13 14Family 

Promise Walk 

check in 8a 

 

 

Membership 

Orientation 

9:30-11:30a 

15 

 

 

Council Meets 

11:45a 

16 17 
Alliance 

Meets at 1st 

U 

18 19 20 21 

22 

Earth Day 

Bash 

 

 

 

 

Earth Day 

23 24 
Alliance 

Meets at 1st 

U 

25 26 27 

 

 

 

 

Women’s 

Group 

28 

 

Book Group 

10a 

29 

 

Social Con-

cerns 11:45a 

30  **Ongoing  
Sunday events: 

Adult RE 9:25a 

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a 

Children’s RE                     

9:30a  

Service 10:30a 
Beacon 6-8p 

   

April 2012 
Important meetings, celebrations and holidays of interest to the UUUS Community 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
 
Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at First Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information, see the schedule on page 2 and 
make note of the special events in March.  You can also call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com 

                                                                                                                                                         
Book Discussion Group:   This book group usually meets on the 4th Saturday of the month, at 10am, 
at UUUS.  This month, they will meet on Saturday, April 28th. For more information, contact the leader, 
Steve Hall:  Hallsorl@earthlink.net 
 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday April 1st at 11:45 AM. We want to consider the special interests that women 
may have in investing. Should it be for regular income or increase in short term or long term value? How 
do you evaluate market conditions? We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and invest-
ments. You are invited to join us!  
 
Potluck Sunday,  Ethical Eating:  Please see the article on Ethical Eating on page 6! 
 

A Novel Book Group:  The NOVEL BOOK GROUP meets April 12 at 10:00 in the UUUS library. Our book 
is The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair that Changed America by Erik Lar-
son. The White City that Architect Daniel E. Burnham built for the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair was a magi-
cal place that attracted people from all walks of life, including charming doctor and serial killer H.H. 
Holmes. It’s a well-researched true story of the beginnings of modernity and the dangers for young wom-
en who, in the words of Jane Addams, had been “suddenly released from the protection of the home and 
permitted to walk unattended upon the city streets and to work under alien roofs.” Questions? Contact 
Marilyn Stewart:  MStew33939@aol.com 

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering 
together to share food and conversation on Friday, April 6th from  6:30 to 9:30 at UUUS.  Contact David 
McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net  

 
The UUUS Women’s Group:  The Women's Group next meets on April 27th, Friday, join us in Historic 
Downtown Sanford for "Sanford Art Walk" which takes place 6-9 pm.  "Artist's Choice" is the theme for 
April.  Stroll and mingle with the artists while enjoying music, food and lots of art!  First Street is the loca-
tion for most of the activities.  We'll meet for dinner/drinks/coffee at 8 pm at a cafe to be announced, plan 
to come at 6:00, as it's likely to be busy and there's lots to see.  Details on meeting place and dinner to 
follow. 
 
Since Copernicus we have known better than to see the earth as the center of the universe. Since Einstein, 
we have learned that there is no center; or alternatively, that any point is as good as any other for observ-
ing the world. I take this to be roughly what medieval theologians meant when they defined God as a circle 
whose circumference is nowhere and whose center is everywhere… There are no privileged locations. If you 
stay put, your place may become a holy center, not because it gives you special access to the divine, but be-
cause in your stillness you hear what might be heard anywhere. All there is to see can be seen from any-
where in the universe, if you know how to look; and the influence of the entire universe converges on every 
spot. 

(Scott Russell Sanders, 1945 - ) 



University Unitarian Universalist Society 
11648 McCulloch Rd. 
Orlando, Florida 
32817 

Phone: 407 737-4018 
Email: info@universityuus.org 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Kim Carter-Williams…  

 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
Secretary...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 
Trustee...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Trustee...Patrick Moylan…moylanpa@msu.edu 

Trustee...Paula Despang 
 

Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 
 info@universityuus.org 

 

Committee Chairs 
Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 
Inquiring Minds (adult RE)...Roy Scherer… 

 royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 
 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 
 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 
 Dawn Foster…dawnm_foster@yahoo.com 

Worship...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 

Communications 
 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr… 

 
Youth 

 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams...  

 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

Eric and Rachel Christensen… 
 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 
Beacon...Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 Cleve Williams…clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
 Kim Williams...kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

 
Activities 

 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Bill Long…billlong5@yahoo.com  
Investment Grp...Bill Long..billlong5@yahoo.com  

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  
 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Novel Book Club..Marilyn Stewart… 
 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 


