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INQUIRING MINDS 9:15 AM 

ADULT RE CLASSES 9:25 AM 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION          
9:30 AM 
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10:30 AM 

BEACON (TEENS)              
SUNDAY 6-8 PM  

FIND US/WRITE US: 

UNIVERSITY UUS         
11648 MC CULLOCH RD  

ORLANDO, FL 32817 

407 737-4018 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

    www.universityuus.org 
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PROGRAMS FOR JANUARY, 2012 
  

January 1   Joe Mendoza      The Burning Bowl Ceremony  
As we prepare for 2012, we look back, reviewing and releasing the areas of our 
lives that no longer serve our highest good. We look forward, creating goals that 
will serve us in 2012.  We stay present, to live vibrantly through our process. 
This outer ceremony mirrors our inner spiritual work clearing out debris and set-
ting intentions for the new year. Join Joe Mendoza as he leads us in this annual 
ritual service. 

January 8   Rev. Mark Spivey     Bringing Good Old Skills into a Brave 
New World                                                                                                   
Rev. Spivey is a teacher, counselor, speaker and honorary Unitarian. Mark will 
focus on new beginnings and recommitments. A take on the recent Kellogg's 
Corn Flakes ad: "taste them again for the very first time." A getting back to ba-
sics, to realizing what we already have in our lives and re-learning old life skills 
for a new culture that has misplaced the basics of life.  

POTLUCK AFTER SERVICE 
  
January 15th   Sue Idtensohn   Women- Stand Up! 
UUUS has supported the Planned Parenthood organization for many years. Sue is 
the current president of the local chapter. She will address the restrictions being 
placed on women trying to access reproductive health services, both in FL and 
across the country, and how there seems to be a groundswell from the conserva-
tives that somehow women are not important decision makers.   

January 22  UUUS Board  A Celebration of Our Community:  Past, Pre-
sent and Future                                                                                           
Our own UUUS Board presents a history of our community – where we came 
from; where we are now; and where we are headed – as our own beloved com-
munity and as Unitarian Universalists in the larger world.  The service will be pre-
ceded by a breakfast reception for Founders/Charter Members that are still in our 
community and followed  by our first Congregational Conversation – an open fo-
rum for discussion and sharing about our community.  Please, come join in the 
fun and the spirit of togetherness  

  

January 29  Jeff Nall   The Five Faces of Oppression 
Jeff Nall is a PhD candidate in Comparative Studies: Feminism, Gender, and Sex-
uality, at Florida Atlantic University (FAU) in Boca Raton. He holds a Graduate 
Certificate in Women’s Studies from FAU, and a Master of Liberal Studies from 
Rollins College. Nall teaches philosophy at Indian River State College and gender 
studies at FAU.  
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THE ALLIANCE...PROGRAMS FOR JANUARY 
  

January 3          Board Meeting 
                          Work on Continuing Bazaar from 10am 
  
January 10        Lunch out at Sweet  Tomatoes on East Colonial Drive 11:30am.          
                          Work on Continuing Bazaar from 10am 
  
January 17         Making sandwiches for the homeless. 
                           Work on Continuing Bazaar from 10am 
  
January 24         A speaker from the Hospice of the Comforter will make a presentation. 
                           Work on Continuing Bazaar from 10am 
  
January 31         Alliance member Ruth Russell will present comedy selections. 
                           Work on Continuing Bazaar from 10am 
  
Vicki Kirkland 
Second Vice President-Programs 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE… 
 

2012 is Here!  What a lot of chatter there is on the internet about 2012 – not a lot of 
it good.  Here at UUUS, however, all I feel is good energy! Positive changes, growth 
in membership; growth in leadership opportunities, more cooperation and sharing 
among members; more outreach in the community.  I just attended a seminar about 
Growing Smaller Congregations.  One of the topics was Strengths of Smaller Congre-
gations:  knowing each member, being comfortable, flexible, sharing common values 
and rituals, and using participatory democracy leading to consensus.  I think we have all of these at UUUS 
and that we’re poised to use these strengths to grow our presence in our community as a religious com-
munity of faith – capable of changing the world – healing the world – and making the kind of world in 
which we want to live.   

Please join us in community on January 22, when the Board shares its visions for the future, and continue 
to participate throughout the year as we focus on sharing our ideas and concerns thru workshops and 
congregational meetings.   Our community is made of members – you! – and it’s future is shaped by the 
common dreams and desires we share.  It’s important for all of us to stay involved and committed and to 
think about “am I a better UU than I was a year ago?”  If yes, how is this changing the world?  If not, 
what do I need?  Let us know!   If we do good ministry, we will grow.  Let 2012 be our year for inspired 
involvement.  What is our “CALL?”  According to Frederick Buechner, an American writer and theologian, 
“Your call is the place where your deep gladness meets the world’s deep need.”    Let’s hope that UUUS in 
2012 becomes our “Call” and our beloved Community. 

Warmly, 

Martha 
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Next Adult RE class offering: 

A new “Tapestry of Faith” series of classes will be offered starting Sunday, January 29th and running 

for 5 to 6 weeks.  The classes will be held in the church library on Sunday mornings, from 9:25 to 

10:25 a.m.  Facilitated by Joie Kohl, John Mowbray and Larry Vita, the classes are designed to provide 

some historical context to our UU faith, as well how UU history relates to our human and individual 

faith development.  Below are some of the goals of the classes: 

· Explore our inheritance of theology, practice, and institutional organization as manifested in various 

times and places in our history 

· Present some of the events, historical settings, and people that influenced Unitarianism, Universal-

ism, and Unitarian Universalism 

· Demonstrate connections between historical events, people, and stories and current Unitarian Uni-

versalist values, symbols, organizational structures, and traditions 

      Interested parties will be able to sign up for the classes as early as January 8th.  Those who sign up 
are encouraged to make a commitment to attend most, if not all, of the classes.   

MEMBER ORIENTATION CLASS IN JANUARY…. 
The UUUS Member Orientation classes will resume on Wednesday, January 18th from 7 to 9 p.m.  One 
class a month will be scheduled until summer.  The class is designed to provide a brief background about 
the UU religion and a more specific introduction to our UUUS congregation.  By learning about our reli-
gious history and the philosophy that guides us, hopefully each of us will be better able to articulate that 
intangible yet valuable quality we feel as UUs.  And by learning more about church, we hope to encourage 
more participation and involvement.  All interested parties are encouraged to attend.  Please RSVP to the 
office by Monday, January 16, so we know how many folks to plan for.  You can email in-
fo@universityuus.org, or call 407-737-4018 with your intention to attend.  Thanks.  

 
Unitarian Universalism doesn’t really care one whit whether you’re an atheist, a the-
ist, agnostic, Buddhist, Pagan, or Barnes-and-Noble-ite.  Our question for you is 
whether your atheism, theism, Paganism, Buddhism, or Barnes-and-Noble-ism leads 
you to connection, leads you to listen to your deepest self, be open to life’s gifts, and 
serve needs greater than your own. In other words, do your beliefs help you connect 
to self, life, and others? 
 
-The Rev. Kaaren Anderson, June 26, 2011 
 
(Rev. Anderson, co-minister of First Unitarian Church of Rochester, NY, preached on the cen-
tral value of human connection during the Sunday morning worship service at the UUA Gen-
eral Assembly in June.) 
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There are many activities planned in and around the city of Orlando to celebrate 
the life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Please visit this site to view the wide range 
of offerings:    
http://www.cityoforlando.net/executive/communications/events/mlk/index.htm 

 

Here are a few of the listings: 
 

Saturday, January 14  
28th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade 

Presented by: Southwest Orlando Jaycees: 

Location: Downtown Orlando Time: 10 a.m. Contact: * Volunteers needed. Please contact Daphne Simmons at 

swoj@swojaycees.org or 407.412.9646 to participate or complete volunteer registration form at: http://form.jotform.com/

form/12784712349 Web site: http://www.swojaycees.org/MLK.html  

Sunday, January 15  
Interfaith Multicultural Celebration 

Presented by: Interfaith Council of Central Florida: 

Location: Orlando City Hall (400 S. Orange Ave, Orlando, FL): procession to Shiloh Baptist Church (580 W. Jackson Street, 

Orlando) Time: 6 p.m. – Candlelight Vigil & Procession (City Hall)          6:45 p.m. – Interfaith Multicultural Celebration 

Contact: Rabbi David Kay, Coordinator – 407.963.5731 – RabbiKay@OhevShalom.org  

Monday, January 16  
21st Annual Arthur “Pappy” Kennedy Prayer Breakfast in Commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Presented by: YMCA of Central Florida and the Southwest Orlando Jaycees 

Time: 7:45 a.m. Location: First Baptist Church of Orlando    3000 S. John Young Parkway, Orlando, FL 32805 

Contact: Evan Miller - emiller@cfymca.org - 407-895-4288 

 

Parramore Volunteer Day 

Presented by: FAMU College of Law: 

Location: Start at FAMU College of Law, located at 201 Beggs Avenue, Orlando, FL 

Time: 9 a.m.  Contact: Patricia A. Broussard – 407.254.3293 – patricia.broussard@famu.edu  

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 2012 

“His Dream, Our Dream, My Dream” 

Presented by: Oviedo Citizens In Action, Inc. & The City of Oviedo: 

MLK Parade – 10 a.m.   Family Fun Day – 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Location: Parade Starts at Oviedo High School 

Family Fun Day: Round Lake Park – 891 East Broadway Cost: Free; Food For Sale 

Contact: Kathy Hunt – vertilla@msn.com – 321.356.5284 

 

Don't forget "A Race for HOPE"   
 
When: February 4th 2012 
Where: Winter Springs High School 
Time: 8 AM Start Time 
Distance: 5K (3.1 miles) 
You can find pricing and registration information at www.HOPEHelps.org.  The sooner you register the 
cheaper the price.  Please let Michelle in the office or Dawn Foster know if you registered or plan 
to register and we can get a team together. 
  
If you can't participate in the 5K you can also "Hit SNOOZE for HOPE" for a $25 dollar donation! 
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~Nourish Your Soul~ 

 

 

 

Fourth Annual UUUS Women’s Retreat 
 

Beginning Friday January 27th at 5:30 P.M. 

Through Saturday January 28th Late Evening. 

 

Cost for the event is $35 which includes food, drinks, & activities.   

Please make checks payable to Jill Metz or Julie Symonds. 

If you have any questions please contact:  

Jill Metz at (407) 760-2606 j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

or 

Gina Busby at (407) 927-1173 gthunder@cfl.rr.com 
 

NOW IS THE TIME TO REGISTER... DON’T MISS THIS AMAZING ANNUAL EVENT! 

“We need time to dream, time to remember, and time to reach the infinite.  

Time to be.”                                  Gladys Taber (1899-1980), American writer 
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A NOTE FROM SOCIAL CONCERNS:  Thank you to everyone from UUUS who volunteered in vari-

ous ways to do our part to make this event such a success.  I am very proud of our continued generosity 
during this season and all year!  The Social Concerns Committee wishes you all a prosperous 2012!   
 
This is a message we received from HOPE: 
 
Dear Dawn, 
  
   At our most recent Christmas in the City event last Saturday, I saw a woman Mary crying terribly and 
asked her what was wrong.  I found out, after talking to her, that she was crying because she was com-
pletely overwhelmed by the outpouring of generosity from HOPE, our Church Coalition and our amazing 
community.  Mary has been a client of HOPE for almost a year.  Within that time, she had gotten a new 
job, and was coming to the food pantry less often...she began to get back on her feet.  Mary made too 
much money to qualify for other assistance, and those are the families HOPE helps.  We helped prevent 
Mary from further crisis by providing her with basic necessities to get her through her crisis.  The Christ-
mas in the City event was a culmination of everything she had felt, into one beautiful day in the spirit of 
Christmas.   
   What was interesting about Mary was she had just stepped into the event, and hadn't received anything 
yet...  (she later received toys for her children, socks and underwear, shoes, gift cards, clothing, blankets, 
books, school supplies, and a bag full of holiday groceries...things she may not have been able to provide 
at all for her children). 
   When I walked away from Mary, I was overwhelmed myself and cried too.  Not because she was over-
whelmed, but because of the never-ending support we see and feel every day at HOPE.  The energy that 
surrounds this organization is unbreakable, and the strength felt in this community to help our neighbor is 
something that fills my heart every day.   
   Then.... on Sunday, we received word that a Church who supports Foster Children and their families in a 
neighboring county was robbed of thousands of dollars worth of gifts.  Because of the generosity of our 
community, HOPE contacted this group, and was able to provide hundreds of toys, that were given to the 
foster children at their holiday gathering Monday evening.  Another special holiday giving moment at 
HOPE. 
  
We ask your help today to allow us to continue our mission in assisting families in crisis in Seminole Coun-
ty by providing a gift to a friend "in Honor of " or " in Memory of " during the holidays... 
  
Learn more about HOPE by clicking on our video below.  If you'd like to learn more, please schedule a 
tour of our facility, or schedule a time to  volunteer at your convenience.   
  
On behalf of everyone at HOPE, 
Happy Holidays and a prosperous 2012 
  
Joan Faulkner 
Executive Director 
joan@hopehelps.org 
 
Krissy Todd 
Founder 
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Justice GA, 2012...an update:   
Greetings, 
 
The General Assembly staff and others traveled to Phoenix last week to perform site inspections, verify local infor-
mation, and make plans for GA 2012.  It looks as though we will have contracted dormitory space through Arizona 
State, so that is good news for economic accessibility. 
 
Scholarship information is available here:  http://www.uua.org/ga/registration/financialaid/15005.shtml 
 
Please make members of your congregations aware of Volunteer Opportunities for General Assembly.  The GA Vol-
unteer Committee funds full-time GA registrations in exchange for 24 hours of volunteer work at GA (16 hours for 
those eligible for reduced registration rates). Applicants from the host District are especially sought. Applications will 
be available at:  http://www.uua.org/ga/registration/financialaid/14930.shtml  on March 1 and must be submitted by 
March 31. 
We seek volunteer applicants who 
.Reside in the host district: We need people who are familiar with Phoenix and can provide local information. 
.Have special skills, interest or knowledge needed at GA. 
.Need financial assistance to attend GA. 
.Have experience as a GA Volunteer: While we welcome our veteran volunteers, there is a place for new folks too!  
.Are energetic, enthusiastic, and able to work as assigned: Be sure to read the assignment descriptions to see if you 
are suited and able to fulfill the requirements of a particular volunteer opportunity. 
 
CERTIFICATION DEADLINE IS FAST APPROACHING - 2/1/12 
It's time for all UU Congregations to Certify and Vote.  
http://www.uua.org/documents/gaoffice/111121_cert_membership.pdf 
Certification is open; all UU congregations are asked to provide statistical and financial information, update UU Direc-
tory data, and participate in the Congregational Poll.   
1-100 certified members = 2 General Assembly delegates 
101-150 certified members = 3 General Assembly delegates 
151-200 certified members = 4 General Assembly delegates  
201-250 certified members = 5 General Assembly delegates, etc. 
Off-site delegates' votes count. 
The Congregational Poll will determine whether any or all of the five proposed Congregational Study/Action Issues 
will be submitted to the delegates of the 2012 General Assembly for consideration. 
Proposed CSAIs for 2012-2016: 
    Climate Action and Adaptation Plans: Why Greenhouse Gases and their Effects Matter to Us  
    Ending Slavery  
    Exploring Class Barriers  
    Families, Population, and the Environment  
    Reproductive Justice: Expanding Our Social Justice Calling 
More from the Commission on Social Witness: http://www.uua.org/statements/current/index.shtml 
 
Can't get enough updates about Justice GA?  Follow us on Twitter: 
http://twitter.com/uuaGA 
Tag your GA tweets thus: #uuaga 
 
We wish you a happy holiday season. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Best, 
 
Stacey Dixon 
General Assembly & Conference Services 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
www.uua.org/ga 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1** 

Investment 

Group 11:45a 

 

 

 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 3 

Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

4 5 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

6 

 

 

 

Men’s Group 

6:30p 

7 

 

Celebration of 

the life of Clark 

Slayman 

10:30 a 

8** 

 

Potluck 

9 10 
Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

11 12 13 14 

15** 

Council meets 

11:45a 

 

 
Martin Luther 

King’s Birthday 

16 

 

 

 

 

MLK observed 

holiday 

17 
Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

18 

 

 

 

Member Ori-

entation 7-9p 

19 20 21 

22** 23 24 
Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

25 26 27 

 

Women’s Re-

treat, Nourish 

Your Soul, 

begins 5:30p 

28 

Book Group 

10a 

 

Women’s Re-

treat until late 

evening 

29** 

New Adult RE 

class begins 

9:25a 

 

Social Con-

cerns meets 

11:45a 

30 31 
Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

 **Ongoing  
Sunday events: 

Adult RE 9:25a 

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a 

Children’s RE                     

9:30a  

Service 10:30a 
Beacon 6-8p 

  

January 2012 
Holidays, Meetings, Events of Interest to the UUUS Community 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
 
Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at First Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information, see the schedule on page 2 and 
make note of the special events in January.  You can also call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com 

                                                                                                                                                         
Book Discussion Group: The next book group will be Saturday, January 28, 10 am.  The book for Janu-
ary is:  Randi's Prize: What Sceptics Say About the Paranormal, Why They Are Wrong, and 
Why It Matters. [Paperback] Robert McLuhan http://www.amazon.co.uk/Randis-Prize-Sceptics-
Paranormal-Matters/dp/1848764944/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1289210880&sr=1-1            Product de-
tails - Paperback: 430 pages  - Publisher: Matador (1 Nov 2010) - Language English (British) For more in-
formation, contact the leader, Steve Hall:  Hallsorl@earthlink.net 
                                                                                                                                                  
Circle Suppers:    If you want to host a Circle Supper, please contact Julie Symonds, who graciously or-
ganizes them for us.  Usually held on the first Saturday evening of each month, it is a wonderful time to 
gather in a smaller group, to make connections and enjoy socializing, not to mention the food! Watch/
listen for announcements. 

 
Investment Group:  The purpose of this group is to examine the current and future trends in the stock, 
bond, currency and other financial markets. The resulting information is intended to assist participants in 
maximizing the return from their own investment portfolio. Meetings are usually held at 12 noon, following 
the service, on the first Sunday of each month. You are invited to join us! For further information, please 
contact Bill Long via email at billlong5@yahoo.com 
 

A Novel Book Group:  The group meets January 5th at 10:00 to discuss All the Shah’s Men: An Ameri-
can Coup and the Roots of Middle East Terror by Stephen Kinzer. In a departure from our usual fare, this 
is a non-fiction account of the CIA-supported overthrow of the democratically elected Prime Minister of 
Iran in 1953. Kinzer’s book reads like a spy novel, but the history he elucidates is essential background for 
understanding the Middle East today. In our book for February 2nd, stealing and sharing books is 11-year-
old Liesel Meminger’s way of dealing with the traumas of life in wartime Nazi Germany. The Book Thief, 
by Marcus Zusak has been called "an unforgettable story about the ability of books to feed the soul." 
Questions?  Contact Marilyn Stewart:  MStew33939@aol.com 

 
   
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering 
together to share New Year’s greetings on Friday, January 6th, at 6:30 pm.  Contact David McElroy for 
more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net  
 
The UUUS Women’s Group:   This month, the Women’s Group sponsors a special event. Come and cel-
ebrate the 4th Annual Women’s Retreat, Nourish Your Soul!  The Retreat begins Friday night, Jan. 
27th at 5:30 pm and continues until late night, Saturday, Jan. 28th.  See page 5 for a flyer with registra-
tion information.  Hope to see you there! 
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Phone: 407 737-4018 
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Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Kim Carter-Williams…  

 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
Secretary...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 
Trustee...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Trustee...Patrick Moylan…moylanpa@msu.edu 

Trustee... 
 

Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 
 info@universityuus.org 

 

Committee Chairs 
Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 
Inquiring Minds (adult RE)...Roy Scherer… 

 royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 
 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com and  

 Diana Ovadia…d_ovadia2@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 

 Dawn Foster…dawnm_foster@yahoo.com 

Worship...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 

Communications 
 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr… 

 
Youth 

 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams...  

 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

Eric and Rachel Christensen… 
 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 
Beacon...Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 Cleve Williams…clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
 Kim Williams...kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

 
Activities 

 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Bill Long…billlong5@yahoo.com  
Investment Grp..Bill Long..billlong5@yahoo.com  

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  
 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Novel Book Club..Marilyn Stewart… 
 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 


