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                            HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
 
                               JANUARY PROGRAMS 
 
January 4th Fire Ceremony- the Burning Bowl 
 
As we prepare for the coming year, we look back to review the areas of our lives 
that no longer serve our highest good. This outer ceremony mirrors the inner 
work of the Spirit. Join Joe Mendoza as he leads us in this annual ritual service. 
 
 
January 11th Rev. Mark Spivey "Genesis and Co-Creation" 
 
Rev. Spivey kicks off his year with us by starting at the beginning and inviting 
us to become more intentional in the art of co-creating our experiences. Mark 
serves Hospice of Volusia -Flagler as a pastoral care counselor.  
POTLUCK SUNDAY 
 
 
January 18th Rev. Jeff Nall " Secular-Religious Unity and the Peace Revolu-
tion" 
 
A vocal critic of US foreign policy,  Jeff is co-founder of Patriots for Peace.  
Jeff 's book, "Perpetual Revolt: Essays on Peace and Justice and the Shared Val-
ues of Secular, Spiritual Religious Progressives," form the core of his presenta-
tion which will also highlight the work of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King.  
 
 
January 25th Rev. Kenneth Hurto "A New Universalism: Faith in the 21st Cen-
tury" 
 
We welcome Rev. Hurto who represents the UUA as our District Executive. He 
holds a Master of Divinity from Harvard and has served many UU congrega-
tions. He joins us this morning to celebrate our 16th Anniversary as we look for-
ward to our expanding role and growth.  
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Dear friends:  
            As the winter days of this holiday season grow shorter, we light candles in the darkness. Outside there may 
be blustering wind and even snow, but inside our homes and congregations, we create warm sanctuaries. We cele-
brate the joys of the season and anticipate the return of the light. 
            In this season of contrasts, I am reminded of the words of the Rev. Rebecca Parker: "Your gifts, whatever 
you discover them to be, can be used to bless or curse the world." 
            This past November, I spent several weeks on a pilgrimage to Africa, accompanied by Rev. Eric Cherry, UUA 
director of international resources; Paula Cole Jones, an antiracism consultant for the UUA's JUUST Change Consul-
tancy; and Maria Sinkford, my wife. We went to learn about truth and reconciliation in South Africa; to fellowship 
with Unitarian Universalists in Uganda, Kenya, Nigeria and South Africa; to meet with justice-making partners; and to 
visit GoreeIsland, one of the departure points for Africans enslaved in the transatlantic slave trade.  
            Along the way, we were witnesses to humankind's capacity for cruelty - and for compassion.  
One of the most important and difficult parts of the journey was visiting GoreeIsland, off the coast of Senegal. 
            There we saw the small, dark cells where enslaved people were held. Dozens of human beings were 
crammed into these dank and crowded spaces and were only allowed outside once a day. There were separate cells 
for slaves who resisted, for virgin girls who were to be raped by slave traders, and for slaves who were force-fed so 
that they could be transported across the ocean. Slaves who became sick were thrown into the shark-infested sea. 
            And we saw the "Door of No Return." Through that door, Africans departed the island alive and enslaved, or 
dead.  
            There is no way to completely describe the horror of this place, but I left Goree Island with a deep respect 
for the tenacity and courage of those who survived to mother and father a new people here in America. And I won-
dered if I myself could have survived the hardship and cruelty that they endured. 
            But we also witnessed the human capacity for love and for hope. 
            One of the most wonderful moments of the trip was our visit with the Manya Krobo Queen Mothers Associa-
tion of Eastern Ghana, a program partner of the Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office.  
            In this district of Ghana, each of the 320 Queen Mothers represents one of the district's member communi-
ties. The entire district is governed by a chief, who is selected by the Queen Mothers Association. 
            When the HIV/AIDS epidemic began, the Queen Mothers were the information-gatherers. Ghana has suf-
fered less from HIV/AIDS than most West African countries, but rates in this district were high. The Queen Mothers 
and the chief responded with a massive educational campaign. They received some money from the national govern-
ment, but relied mostly on personal contact with people in impacted communities. Their campaign successfully cut in 
half the rate of new infections in their communities.         
            Meeting the Queen Mothers was inspiring. Theirs is an impressive and hopeful story. In the face of a virulent 
epidemic, they were able to save lives through their compassion and dedication. 
            During our journey, we visited a school and the orphanage run by our Unitarian Universalist brothers and sis-
ters in Kampala, Uganda. The resources of the Kampala congregation are modest, but these Unitarian Universalists 
have nonetheless been successful in vastly improving the lives of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS. 
            For many here in the United States and around the world, this year's holiday season will be a challenging 
one, in which the continuing problems of war and poverty will be exacerbated by worldwide economic strains. Now, 
as much as ever, it is critical that we affirm the primacy of love and hope.  
            I am heartened by the stories of Unitarian Universalist congregations that are practicing generosity this holi-
day season. I am proud to hear about our congregations that are collecting goods to keep struggling families warm, 
that are supporting food banks, that are resisting rampant consumerism and promoting ethical consumption, and 
that are advocating for a more just society.  
There are so many opportunities in this holiday season for each of us, and for our congregations, to shine the light of 
compassion. Even if we have meager resources and great challenges, we can still serve the larger good. 
 
My holiday prayer is that we will continue to find ways to choose love. By affirming the human capacity for compas-
sion, we - individually and collectively - can be a blessing to the world.  
 
In faith,  
 
Rev. William G. Sinkford, President 
Unitarian Universalist Association 
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UUUS Breakfast Club (aka Adult Religious Education) enjoyed a stimulating year in 
2008 & looks forward to 2009. Some of you may wish to join us or sample a discus-
sion. If you wish to be added to our mailing list so that you can learn of the week's 
topic, contact Roy Scherer @ royhsch60@aol.com and write "UUUS Breakfast 
Club" in the Subject Line.  
 

 
RE For Our Young  
 
We have finished the first half of our RE Year having studied Earth based religion, Buddhism and 
Hinduism. My thanks go out to Stephanie Dryden, Joe Mendoza and Beth Keiffer for teaching the 
upper Elementary classes. They have brought their own interests and resources and enthusiasm 
to the program. Michelle and Chloe has worked closely with the littler children who have enjoyed 
the projects about the different religions! Also, I have heard many comments from parents that 
their children enjoyed our Pancake breakfast SuperSunday and we hosted our first GREENSunday 
about drinking water. The children made a poster to say thanks to the congregation for helping 
them buy gifts for three different village subsistence farmers; having collected donations of $130 
they bought chicks, rabbits and bees through the Heifer Project! Thank you everyone in the con-
gregation that helped them with there social concern project!  
 
Looking backwards we have had a terrific time and built community with our newer families. 
Looking forward we have busy times ahead. Starting January 4 we begin the study of Judaism 
followed by Christianity, and Islam then Unitarianism. We will be hosting two more Super Sun-
days and another Green Sunday. The children have been invited to help planting in the organic 
garden and we are beginning to get excited about dreams for the redone playground. That seems 
like a lot, however, we will continue to focus of building community with our families, creating a 
place where the children enjoy, and where Unitarian values are modeled, and young minds are 
encouraged to explore and ask questions. If you have questions about the program, you can con-
tact Happy Amein. 

 
Building Committee Update…..from Mike Reid 
 
In December, progress slowed on the building with the holiday’s settling in.  So, January looks to 
be busy!  We extended our filing for our Building Permit until February 18th. The design plans for 
our access road for fire/rescue needs were completed.  Our finalized drawing for the preliminary 
design is due in the beginning of January.  Sharp pencil costing will take 3-4 weeks.  We are hop-
ing for Board and Congregational approval in February, to be able to file by the 18th. Tight, but 
doable!  (even for UU’s!) 
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News of The Alliance  
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who donated items, set-up and took down and staffed the Christmas 
Boutique.  It was a lot of work but at the time of writing this article, the work has really paid off!  
 
The Alliance meets every Tuesday from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. We sort through all items donated 
to the Church and sell them at the Baazar. All proceeds go to charity. Please remember to bring 
clean gently used articles.  
 
January Schedule  
 
Jan. 6:         11 a.m. Board meeting, White Elephant gift game. Did you get something for the 
Holidays you really did not want or anytime during the year? Something inexpensive but someone 
else might like? Of course, with this game they may not end up with it but wrap it and bring it 
and let the fun begin!  
 
Jan. 13:        Potluck, bring a dish to share with all.  
 
Jan.20:                    Making sandwiches for the homeless.  
 
Jan.27:         Come and hear Chip and Toni Dockery tell us about their many adventures in Ire-
land.  
Maybe Chip will sing an Irish tune or two!  

 
GREAT DECISIONS BEGINS IN FEBRUARY…. 
 
Once again, we will have the 8 week course of Great Decisions here at UUUS.  Previously held on 
Thursday evenings, from 7-9 pm, this is an opportunity to ponder and discuss world events and 
situations with others.  Please let Alice Sulzer (sulzer4444@aol.com) know if you are interested in 
participating.  There are study guides and materials.  Hope to see you there! 

Our policy on congregational notification of the death of a UUUS Member or Friend as been revis-
ited.  The Board discussed it at great length and presented their decision to the congregation at 
the last Quarterly Meeting.  In order to reach the largest number of people in a timely fashion, so 
that they can choose to attend a memorial, send a message, make a visit, etc., we felt it is ac-
ceptable to send out the news via the internet, to those who have that service available to them.  
We will continue to publish the news in the newsletter, use our Sunday bulletins, share news in 
Joys and Concerns and try to contact those without other means of news by phone.  No disre-
spect is intended, but rather we hope to relay important news to large numbers of people with 
the best use of our resources.  We thank you for your continued understanding and support! 
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Social Concerns Update 
Date: 2008-12-22  
By: Gary Przyborski  
 
The Meaning of Numbers  
 
The numbers are in for the UUUS power consumption for 2008. The results are: 28,192 kWh 
(2008) versus 36,916 kWh (2007). Probably, most people will concentrate on the $862 savings in 
the power bill but I'm most interested in the 24% power reduction, the 8,724 kWh of energy 
never used. Using the Focus the Nation's CO2 multiplier for our local power utility (Progress En-
ergy 660g/kWh), we arrive at a savings of 12,694 lbs (5.8 metric tons) of CO2 never dumped into 
the atmosphere. Skeptics will argue that this is a figurative drop in the ocean when compared to 
the 6 billion metric tons spewed into the skies by the U.S. However, if tens of millions of commer-
cial and residential homes started making these changes, the effect would be significant.  
 
One of the other things that we’ve been working on is the UUUS Community Garden. At present, 
the gardeners have planted two beds and have materials (compost, mulch, etc.) for four more. 
The beds are assembled as 4' x 8' x 6” foot wooden frames that are laid in place and then card-
board is placed on the bottom (to retard weeds) and then they are filled with the soil and com-
post before the seeds or seedlings are added.  Many people have helped in this endeavor but 
special mention should be made of three individuals- Cat Rigby, Mike Christle and Greg Pettengill. 
Cat Rigby is FUCO's Green Chair and has done something similar at their church. If you've met 
her, you know she is full of energy. She gave us some good advice, seeds and plants, and most 
of all some real help. Mike Christle has showed up for many of these work endeavors and gives of 
himself selflessly. He is not afraid to work. We all really appreciate his efforts in Social Concerns 
and Public Relations. Finally, Greg Pettengill is a passionate gardener and someone you are all 
going to hear more about. Greg drives from Mims to help us out, and he really does, with his 
mind and his muscles.  
 
I don't have much more at this time except an open invitation to join us at Social Concerns and 
find out a lot more of what is happening behind the scenes. We meet on the last Sunday of the 
month.  The next meeting will be January 25th. I wish all of you a merry holiday.  

BEACON NEWS…. 
 
The youth group hosted a “for contribution” dinner prior to the wonderful David McElroy show, “A 
Christmas Carol,” and will continue to take donations toward the Knoxville Fund for the UU 
churches affected by the shootings last year.  They enjoyed their annual lock-in, holiday party af-
ter all their hard work! 
 
There will be a Trans-In CON this month, for those who are new to CONS, hosted by Sarasota.  
The group is growing, involved and thankful for your support and interest. 



Page 6 The Connect ion Volume 13,  Issue 1 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Ongoing Sun-
day events: 

 
Adult RE 9a 

Children’s RE                     
    9:30a 

Service 10:30a 
Beacon 6-8p 

   1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Year’s Day 

2 3 
 
 
Book Group 
10 am 
 
 

4 
 
Investment 
Group 11:45a 

5 6 
Alliance 10:30a 
First Church 

7 8 9 10 

11 
 
Potluck 
Sunday 

12 13 
Alliance 10:30a 
First Church 

14 
 
 
 
 
Board Meets 
7pm 

15 
 
 
 
 
Martin Luther 
King 

16 
 
 
 
Trans-In CON 
Sarasota (16th 
thru 18th) 

17 

18 
 
Council Meets 
11:45 am 

19 20 
Alliance 10:30a 
First Church 

21 
 
Lunch Bunch 
12 noon 

22 23 24 
 
Florida District 
President’s 
Roundtable 
8a-4p 

25 
 
Social Concerns 
Group 11:45 a 

26 27 
Alliance 10:30a 
First Church 

28 29 30 31 
 
Book Group 
10 am 

January 2009 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
 
Book Discussion Group Meeting:  The UUUS Book Club usually meets the 3rd Saturday of the 
month, at 10 am. Steve Hall writes that they will have 2 meetings in January, the 3rd and 31st.  
January 3rd:  “Left at the Altar:  How the Democrats Lost the Catholics and How the Catholics 
Can Save the Democrats,” by Michael Sean Winters.  January 31st:  “Winner Take All:  How Com-
petitiveness Shapes the Fate of Nations,” by Richard J. Elkus, Jr.  Questions? Contact Steve Hall 
at:  hallsorl@earthlink.net  
 
Lunch Bunch:  Lunch Bunch will meet at noon on Wed. Jan. 21 at the Clubhouse at Winter Park 
Towers, 1824 Summerfield Rd. Bob and Ann Flick will share the experience of their summer visit 
to Japan. Please bring something to share for Pot Luck lunch.  Contact Dutton Ashcraft 
(dashcraft@cfl.rr.com) for more information. 
 
The UUUS Women’s Group:  The Women’s Group is hosting a women’s retreat this month.  
They have plans for many fun and relaxing events...it’s an adult CON!  Come experience the joys 
of sleeping on air mattresses at church!  Save the weekend of January 30th and 31st and plan to 
join in for a wonderful weekend, designed to fill our spirits! There will be a modest fee to cover 
some expenses, but don’t let that keep you from signing up! Please call or see Jill Metz, Elaina 
Gibbs, or Christina Miller for more information - Or e-mail Christina1979@gmail.com or Jill at 
jill@metzbridges.com  
  
Investment Group:  :  The purpose of this group is to examine the current and future trends in 
the stock, bond, currency and other financial markets. The resulting information is intended to as-
sist participants in maximizing the return from their own investment portfolio. Meetings are usu-
ally held at 12 noon, following the service, on the first Sunday of each month.  On January 4th, 
the UUU Investors Group will present the 2nd Annual Trophy to the best UUU Investor Fore-
caster.  Last year, the best forecaster was Martha Kirby.  This year we honor a new forecaster!  
Come join us for the ceremony. You are invited to join us on Sunday, January 4th, at 11:45 am.  
For further information, please contact Bill Long via email at billlong5@yahoo.com 
 
Circle Suppers:   There will be no Circle Supper this month, as the first Saturday follows so 
closely on the heels of the holidays.  Take a breath and join us next month, as we resume our 
delicious fellowship each month. 

Editor’s Note: 
 
Due to the death of my computer on Christmas Day, many of the things I had saved to put into 
this month’s newsletter are not currently available to me!  I apologize for anything you may have 
sent and do not see printed on these pages.  I tried to piece together all that I could at the last 
minute and am sitting here at church in the office, wishing I had my own stuff!  There is good 
news on the horizon, next week will bring a new computer into my life.  Happy January to all. 
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Directory of University UUS 
 
UUUS Board 
President Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Vice President Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Secretary...Stephanie Dryden...drydens@earthlink.net 
Treasurer Dave Symonds...dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Trustee...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com 
Trustee... Caitlin McElroy...ragdoll519@earthlink.net 
Trustee... Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Past Pres. Rachel Christensen...highgear3@gmail.com 
Administrator:  Kim Carter-Williams…        
          info@universityuus.org 
Committee Chairs 
Building Expansion..Barry Lundin..blundin134@aol.
com    and Mike Reid...mikr46@yahoo.com  
Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Hospitality...Gladyce Bouley..gladbouley@bellsouth.
          net 
Member Concerns...Evelyn Chiland-Long…    
          evchiland@yahoo.com 
Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 
          happy.amein@att.net 
RE (adult)...Roy Scherer...royhsch60@aol.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary...Gary Przyborski  …
          przyborg@earthlink.net 

Communications 
Webmaster...Gary Przyborski… 
          przyborg@earthlink.net 
Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr...Dave Symonds…       
          dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Youth 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams…    
          kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 
YRUU...Cleveland Williams…  
          clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Bruce Schwartz...mybrucie@aol.com 
 
Activities 
Book Discussion...Steve Hall…hallsorl@earthlink.
          net 
Chess Club...Paul Hargett...paulh4892@aol.com 
Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds…        
          jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Great Decisions...Alice Sulzer...Sulzer4444@aol.
          com 
Investment Group...Bill Long...billlong5@yahoo.
          com  
Lunch Bunch...Dutton Ashcraft...dashcraft@cfl.rr.
          com 
Spiritual Explorer’s...Judy Minear…     
          in2toning@msn.com 
Women’s Group...Jill Metz...jill@metzbridges.com 


