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 Programs for May 
 
May  4th-   “How Strong Is Our Faith?”                                                
 
How can UU's grow in a multicultural world. Six members of our congrega-
tion were engaged in the District Assembly's discussion of this timely 
question. Participants will share from their experience in Gainesville of our 
vibrant faith. 
 
May 11th    Rev Mark Spivey   “Mom’s the Word” 
 
Rev Spivey will focus on the feminine aspect as he pays tribute to mothers 
and motherhood this morning. Rev Spivey has dual masters’ degrees  in 
Clinical Social Work and Theology. He serves Hospice of Volusia-Flagler as 
a spiritual Care counselor.  
POTLUCK  SUNDAY 
 
May 18th  YRUU  Youth Service   “Where We’re Going and Where 
We’ve Been” 
 
As our YRUU group works to organize their new program, having recently 
voted to become an affiliate of the district, rather than an “arm,” they are 
planning the always entertaining youth service. This year's youth service 
will be about where they have been, where they are and where they are 
going. 
ANNUAL MEETING 
 
May 25th    Sheila Harty     “Deconstructing Biblical Literalism” 
 
What scholars call “higher textural criticism” arrived 300 years ago but 
contemporary congregations are ill informed. Theologian Sheila Harty’s 
intention is to equip us with some facts so American Christian culture will 
be better understood. Sheila has a Master’s degree with emphasis in Ca-
tholicism, Islam and Judaism. She was also a Nader Raider for 10 years. 

University UUS offers live streaming of the services! What this means is that if you're un-
able to attend the service while its going on, you can still listen to the service /as its hap-
pening/ instead of waiting for the recorded version to be put on the Internet. To listen to 
the service, visit http://www.universityuus.org/audio.htm and follow the directions there. 
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President’s Corner…... 
 
Pastoral Care 
 
We are truly blessed as a congregation to have a strong committed group of people working to provide 
pastoral care for our members and families.  They have spent countless hours in training, care meetings, 
attention to individuals needing care support, supportive time with active caregivers, and educating our 
congregation about the needs and opportunities.   
 
It may surprise you to know that although they have been functioning for less than a year, they have al-
ready helped approximately 45 members and friends of UUUS.  For each person, the pastoral care team 
has provided contact and support at least once, but usually more than once.  In some cases they have 
provided help for the entire time since the team started.  Help, in addition to emotional support, includes 
phone calls, emails, visits to homes, nursing homes, hospital, ER, or staying with someone in the doctor's 
office or when they go for tests.  It has sometimes meant providing meals, gifts and visits to children, er-
rands, loaning money for medications, referrals and information. They have arranged rides to doctors or to 
church for nine people, many on an on-going basis.  
 
This is a huge effort, but more importantly, it sets a foundation of care for our community.   Each of us is 
affected.  We know and care about people who have been assisted by the Pastoral Care Team.  We may 
have been helped ourselves, or have responded when they asked for help providing rides or meals.   
 
I remember when we first started talking about establishing a Pastoral Care Team.  We had just finished 
working with Bill & Shannon Coleman, supporting them in caring for Harrison,and we knew how important 
this work is.  Members volunteered to serve this new effort, and we tried to inventory our needs.  We 
were not sure how many would be in need, how many would want the kind of help we could offer.  We 
now know.   
 
This is a ministry - a ministry to the health and well being of our community, our congregation, our-
selves.  It is clear now how important this ministry is.  We are able to support each other during difficult 
times, standing close to help each other through transitions and crises.  Sometimes, all that is needed is 
information.  The pastoral care team can provide support at many different levels, to respond to your 
needs and comfort level.  In turn, we may each be asked if we can help with specific tasks, such as help-
ing with rides, telephone calls, meals or other assistance.  The help we give today may be what we receive 
tomorrow.   
 
Nurture your spirit, Heal the world.   
 
Contact Pastoral Care by calling the Church Office, 407-737-4018. 
 
Rachel Christensen 
President, UUUS 

Joys & Concerns 
Joys and Concerns is a time during the service that is for sharing deep joy or deep sadness that 
touches our heart. We must be respectful of the congregation, of the service, and of our time to-
gether in how we use this moment. Be mindful of the depth of experience that prompts people to 
share. It is not a time to tell a story, seek volunteers, or speak of sports or birthdays. It is a time 
to speak of life events, things that are momentous, and to hold each other close with love and 
caring.  
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The Alliance 

 
So did you get to the Alliance for Diana Silkwood’s fabulous catered luncheon last month?  See, you never can 
tell what might happen, so you’d better start coming regularly!  There’s good conversation and good work to be 
done.  Plus, you get first ‘dibs’ on the newest books and items coming in for the Continuing Bazaar.  Join us 
every Tuesday. 
 
 
May 6  10:30 Sort and Price for Continuing Bazaar 
  11:00  Board meeting in library 
  12:00 Lunch and conversation 
 
May 13  10:30 Sort and Price for Continuing Bazaar 
  11:30 Out to eat at Sweet Tomatoes on East Colonial 
  (Meet at church by 11:15 to carpool) 
 
May 20  10:30 Sort and Price for Continuing Bazaar or 
     Make sandwiches for the Homeless 
  12:00 Lunch and conversation 
 
May 27  10:30 Sort and Price for Continuing Bazaar 
  12:00 Lunch, Speaker from Nehrling Gardens 

(If you haven’t heard of Nehrling Gardens, you’re in for a treat as you learn about it.) 
 
Nancy Kellman & Jean Siegfried, VP Programs 
 
   The Alliance Clearance Sale in March netted $900.  Thank you all for contributing.  We welcome mer-
chandise in good condition but cannot accept computers, printers or faxes.  We prefer clothing to be on han-
gars and not out-dated.   
     May is MEMBERSHIP time.  Our yearly fee is $10.  One of our members has generously offered to 
match the amount you give over and above your dues.  We welcome everyone to join us and be a participant in 
Social Action.  We gave $16,000 to the community last year.  A detailed list of this year’s contributions will be 
in the June Oracle and Connection. 

For the Planet. For the People. Be ready to celebrate World Fair Trade Days  May 3-18 by 
purchasing Fair Trade Products from UUU. We have a variety of coffees, chocolates, teas and 
nuts from around the world for sale. These would also make great gifts (think Mother's Day, end-
of-year teacher gifts, YOU!) . Want more information? Visit transfairusa.org  
 

Announcements 
 
Announcements is a time to share news or information about events that are pertinent to the life 
of the church. They can be printed in the insert in the bulletin, so that people can refer to them 
as they plan their week, or shared during announcements with the congregation. It is a great 
time to ask for volunteers or invite people to an event, or announce a birthday, in print or in per-
son.  
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Events and Meetings of interest to the UUUS Community 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sunday 
Ongoing: 
 
9 a Adult RE 
9:30 a Kid’s RE 
10:30a Service 
 
6-8 p YRUU 

   1 2 3 

4**Super  
Sunday** 
Investment 
Club—noon 
Fair Trade 
Products 

5 6 
Alliance at 
FUCO 10:30  

7 8 9 10 

11Potluck 
Fair Trade 
Products 
Mother’s 
Day 

12 13 
Alliance at 
FUCO 10:30 

14 
 
 
 
Board Meet-
ing 7pm 

15 16 17 

18 
 
Annual  
Meeting 
Fair Trade 
Products 

19 
 
 
Victoria Day 
(Canada) 

20 
Alliance at 
FUCO 10:30 

21 
 
 
Lunch Bunch 
12 noon 

22 23 24 
 
Book Club 
10am 

25 26 
 
 
 
Memorial 
Day 

27 
Alliance at 
FUCO 10:30 

28 29 30 
 
Traditional 
Memorial 
Day 

31Work 
Day and 
Lunch 9 a 
to noon 

May 2008 



 
UUUS Breakfast Club (aka UUS Adult Ed.): Our discussions on current (and historic) topics are a high-
light of my week.  (Perhaps my life is too mundane?)  Each week we tackle a different topic, chosen by a 
member who happens to have special interest in the topic.  Then, during the week, we browse the web 
for pertinent information or perhaps our discussion leader forwards a link to valuable information.  Our 
discussions are both soothing for the body (delicious breakfast) and to the spirit.  To be added to our mail-
ing list, contact Roy @ royhsch60@aol.com. 

PAGE 5 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 16, ISSUE 5 

GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
Book Discussion Group Meeting:  This group regularly meets on the 4th Saturday of each month.  This 
month’s meeting is Saturday, May 24th, 10 am at the church.  I believe the book this month is the same 
book that I identified last month, “The Shock Doctrine:  The Rise Of Disaster Capitalism,” by Naomi Klein.  
Please contact Steve Hall with any questions.  hallsorl@earthlink.net 

 
Spiritual Explorers Covenant Group:   Please contact Judy Minear for more information. 
 
Lunch Bunch:  The Lunch Bunch meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month, so the May Lunch will be on 
Wednesday, May 21st.  At press time, Eileen was waiting to confirm the speaker, but it is always interest-
ing.  Come make a sandwich and enjoy the warm sense of community!  Join them at noon at the Club-
house at Winter Park Towers, Club 24, 1824 Summerfield Road. Questions?  Contact Eileen Aist or the 
UUUS Office. 
  
The UUUS Women’s Group:  The Women’s Group will next meet the last Friday of May at 7pm. Please 
e-mail Christina1979@gmail.com for more information! We really hope you will join us! 
  
Investment Group:  The purpose of this group is to examine the current and future trends in the stock, 
bond, currency and other financial markets.  The resulting information is intended to assist participants in 
maximizing the return from their own investment portfolio.  Meetings are usually held at 12 noon, follow-
ing the service, on the first Sunday of each month.  You are invited to join us!  For further information, 
please contact Bill Long via email at billlong5@yahoo.com 
 

Circle Suppers:  We are in process of renewing the monthly Circle Supper.  Julie Symonds has graciously 
agreed to take on the organization of this fun monthly event.  Usually held on the first Saturday of each 
month, hosts are asked to provide their home and a main course, those attending bring side dishes to 
compliment the meal.  Julie will be asking for hosts/hostesses, so open your homes to this fun event.  
 
Spiritual Movie Night:  Kim asks your patience as they continue to work through their many life chal-
lenges.  Movie night will try to begin anew next month! 

Annual financial Campaign 
As of April 24, we had received commitments from 32 members and friends for $54,170 for 
the Annual Operating Budget, and 22 members and friends for $58,415 for the Building Ex-
pansion. Thank you! Help us build the funds we need to expand the church and the building 
by sending in your commitment to our annual campaign. We are excited about the possibili-
ties! If you have not received your packet about the Annual Financial Campaign, contact 
Kim in the church office.  
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Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
 
May 18, 2008 
 
Immediately after the service 
 
Proposed Agenda      Proposed Slate of Officers: 
        
11:45 Call to Order      President:  Chris Reid 
11:45 Approval of Minutes     Vice President:  Martha Kirby 
11:50 Treasurers Report     Treasurer:  Dave Symonds 
11:55 Vice Presidents Report     Secretary:  Stephanie Dryden 
Committee Reports      Past President:  Rachel Christensen 
12:10 Presidents Report     Trustee:  Barbara Elrod (3 year term) 
12:15 Old Business      Trustee:  Joie Kohl (2 years remaining) 

• Annual Fund Drive      Trustee:  Judy Minear (1 year remaining) 

• Building Fund Drive      Endowment Committee: 

• Building Expansion Project     Chair:  Roy Scherer (1 year remaining) 

12:30 New Business       Marilyn Lundin (1 year remaining) 

• 12:30 Report of the Nominating Committee:    Bernard Fudim (2 years remaining) 

o Election of Officers & Board Members  Happy Amein (2 years remaining) 

o Election of Endowment Committee Members Bill Long (3 year term) 

o Election of Nominating Committee Members  

• 12:40 2008-2009 Budget     Nominating Committee:  to be determined in  

• 12:50 Other Business      the Fall. 

Next Meeting:  August 17, 2008 
1:00  Adjourn 
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Building Status April 2008                          Committee Chair, Dave Symonds 
 
Despite checking with Orange County about the need to have a Sprinkler system, we were informed by 
the fire department that if the new building is attached we must sprinkle the original building. We checked 
the cost and discovered that it would cost over $60,000 to comply. The committee decided that it would 
be preferable to separate the buildings. Having a separate building has several advantages. We do not 
need to sprinkle either building. The current building will not be disrupted. The area between the buildings 
can be used as a meeting place. 
Additionally, the building can be built to more energy efficient standards. The internal arrangement can be 
improved-mainly due to only needing one entrance corridor. The office can be in the corner of the building 
with more windows giving a better view of any visitors. The large room can be a better shape, more 
square, making it more useful.  It can also have an attached store room which can have coffee /snack 
making facilities. Unfortunately we will need to re-do some of the architectural plans but we should have 
them ready by the time we have the financing in place. 
The committee, consisting of Martha Kirby, Chris Reid, Alex Moore, Barry Lundin, Gretchen Hobby , 
Landon Viles, Cleve Williams & Dave Symonds with Rachel Christiansen as a consultant, would appreciate 
more members if you have technical or design suitable talents,  please volunteer. 

This is a 3D drawing of the proposed extension, with the new configuration.  Thanks to Dave Symonds! 



Reports on Social Concerns, Green Sanctuary and Public Relations from Gary Przyborski 
 
Public Relations:  Connection: Chris Reid is still doing an excellent job. If you have any suggestions for the UUUS newsletter 
you can reach Chris by emailing to Connection@UniversityUUS.org. 
Web site: After sending out requests for feedback of any things that needed to be corrected, I updated those items. To continue to 
have a website that is up to date, please contact me at webmaster@universityuus.org if there is something that is either incorrect 
or that you feel needs to be included in our coverage. This coverage could include something that is happening of a personal so-
cial interest (local events- school play, UCF seminar, civic meeting) that you feel is important to share with the UUUS group. On 
Sunday mornings, the list of discussion items has been reduced to personal joys and concerns. As we all know there are many 
joys and concerns that are outside of our personal families but include our community and ultimately the world. This forum is not 
an invitation to discourse in political bashing, but it is important to remain educated as to what is happening and how our values 
are being shared and denied in the greater world.  
Audio:  Steve Hall and I are currently running the audio. One other person has agreed to help us out. My goal is to have about 
four or five of us that can run the audio: mixer board, shoutcast, digital recording and editing for the website, and CD burning for 
those interested in buying a copy. These people will alternate so that each of us will remain proficient while avoiding the inevita-
ble burnout that can come from doing such work every week. If you are interested in getting trained to help out, see Gary or 
Steve, or email PublicRelations@UniversityUUUS.org.   As many of you know, the main podium microphone failed. The new 
replacement costs a little less, about $200, and we are confident that it should provide better performance for our facility.   
Social Concerns:Green Sanctuary: As part of our Green Sanctuary program the UUUS has made tremendous progress in our 
implementing regular speakers on green subjects, and our reduction in building power use. In particular, power consumption for 
the existing building’s power use has shown the following reductions (in relation to one year ago in the same month). The in-
creased power consumption in Sept, Oct, and November related to increased building usage. In December only some of the 
changes were in place. January’s bill reflected someone overriding the settings (using hold) and not returning them to normal. 
Apr 2008: -24, Mar 2008:-35, Feb 2008:-27, Jan 2008:+12, Dec 2007:0, Nov 2007:+36, Oct 2007:+38, Sep 2007:+3    Two con-
tinuing concerns remain. Our Green Sanctuary accreditation is stalled since we must show that we have ongoing educational ef-
forts with our youth in RE concerning the environment. At this time, I have seen no indication that this is happening. The second 
concern relates to the new building addition and what efforts will actually be implemented in this time of budget concerns. 
Community Garden: We are in contact with UCF’s Student Sustainability Alliance concerning a community garden. The Social 
Concerns group has a strong interest in developing this. If you have an interest in helping out in this regard, please send an email 
to SocialConcerns@UniversityUUS.org. 
Lack of Public Transportation: As gasoline cost approaches $4 a gallon it is becoming more obvious that gasoline cost will not 
be returning to the $2 range. In a sense this is both a blessing and a curse. The blessing is that gasoline’s true cost is above $6 per 
gallon when its environmental impacts are factored in; a higher cost will eventually reduce demand. Unfortunately, America’s 
leaders, both past and present (government and corporate), choose to ignore mounting environment and social problems associ-
ated with transportation. Now our cars are stuck in gridlock getting worse mileage than the 1927 Ford model A with little practi-
cal mass transit in our cities. Three airlines have collapsed and more on the edge as they attempt to fly airplanes never designed 
for +$100 a barrel oil. The Social Concerns group encourages each of our UUUS members-friends to write our local paper to 
concerning the pressing need for real public mass transportation in Orange and Seminole Counties. Lynx at present is cutting 
services and routes at just the time that they need to be expanding. Write: Letters to the Editor, Orlando Sentinel, 633 N. Orange 
Ave., Orlando, Fla. 32801-1349 or by fax to (407) 420-5286 or by e-mail to insight@orlandosentinel.com, Seminole Chronicle, 
3361 Rouse Rd. Ste. 200, Orlando, FL 32817 or fax: 407-447-4556, or editor@SeminoleChronicle.com. 
Because It’s the Right Thing to Do: Earth Day: Earth Day, April 22, originated in 1970. Senator Gaylord Nelson originally 
called for an environmental teach-in. The concept was an outgrowth of the mid-1960s when Congress passed the sweeping Wil-
derness Act to remind each of us of us that we, meaning the collective human race, have our planet’s future (and ours) in our 
hands.  

 
 Some in the environmental group feel that Earth Day has become another excuse to ignore the environment. Certainly 
this believe was fostered by years of neglect from American Presidents down to the average Joe and Mary. Ignoring the problems 
got us into the situation we are now in, where wars are waged to “secure vital national interests” and the global pollution 
resulting from a non-sustainable culture addicted to inefficient cars, buildings, and manufacturing processes that require large 
amounts of cheap energy and water.   Overall I feel Earth Day has been a positive. Of course, once a year is not enough to be 
reminded of our responsibility to reduce our impact on this planet, but it is a start. As the months and years have gone by we are 
often receiving daily reminders of Global Warming. This irritates many people, with some equating it in their minds to every 
known problem. However, like gasoline rising to $4 a gallon, these reminders aren’t going away. What is going away is species 
and habit loss, glaciers. We are being left with increasing human and mosquito populations.  
 The days of constant energy costs are behind us. And that is good news in an odd way. For humans, the cruise control 
operation in life is detrimental. The things we don’t notice, or think about are usually the things  (continued on next page...) 
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that bite us. The trick as I see it is to live more consciously-- doing our part to reduce our ecological footprint-- without worry 
induced paralysis. Here’s a short list to quit worrying about the problem and start working to solve your piece of it. 
 1.Start Watching: This sobering process can awaken you to the scope of your own problem. First, get your latest power 
and water bills. For power (Progress Energy, OUC, etc.), sign up online and look at how much power you are using in relation to 
just one or two years back. By some measures my wife and I implemented (low flow faucet adapters and shower heads, reusing 
gray water, and high efficiency toilets) we have reduced our water consumption by over 50% to just 27 gallons for each of us per 
day. 
 2.Get an Energy Audit: This can be online or a free scheduled visit by the power company. They will check for window 
and duct leaks, along with giving some good suggestions and a free CFL.  
 3.Have your HVAC cleaned and inspect for performance, refrigerant leaks (typically both a global warming gas and 
ozone depleting one). If the coils are dirty have them cleaned. 
 4.Bulb Inventory: Look at all of the incandescent bulbs you are using and switch at least five of the most used (operation 
time) to Compact Fluorescent Bulbs (CFLs). There are a lot of available models that last upwards of 10,000 hours versus 2,000 
for a standard bulb. CFLs are available in many different color temperatures from the same dingy yellow of incandescents (if that 
is your preference) or the whiter higher temperature (cooler light) that is generally better for tasks such as reading. 
 5.And then there are the general list- carpool, eat less red meat, don’t use ethanol enhanced gasoline (uses too much 
energy and water to make), buy products with less packaging, buy glass over plastic, and recycle everything you can.  

In the end, we will have made a positive impact while saving money at the same time. 
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SUPER 
SUNDAY- 

MIXING IT UP! 
IN PJS TOOIN PJS TOOIN PJS TOOIN PJS TOO 

 
Sunday May 4th, 
9:30 a.m. 

BBBBring a box of your 

favorite cereal! OR  

any kind of berry, 

marshmallow, 

chocolate chips... 

anything really! Get 

really in the mood and 

wear your wackiest 

PJ's! We will do a 

super mix and share 

the results!  RE will 

provide bowls, milk 

and orange juice.   

SPONSORED BY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FOR OUR YOUNG 



PO Box 780997 
Orlando, Florida 32878-0997 

UNIVERSITY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY,  INC.  

Phone: 407 737-4018 
Email: info@universityuus.org 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
 
UUUS Board 
President Rachel Christensen...highgear3@gmail.com 
Vice President Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Secretary...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Treasurer Bill Long...billlong5@yahoo.com 
Trustee...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com 
Trustee... Dave Symonds...dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Trustee... Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Administrator:  Kim Carter-Williams…  
 info@universityuus.org 
Committee Chairs 
Building Expansion...Dave Symonds…  
 dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Hospitality...Gladyce Bouley...gladbouley@bellsouth.
 net 
Member Concerns...Evelyn Chiland-Long…  
          evchiland@yahoo.com 
Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     
Public Relations...Gary Przyborski…     
          przyborg@earthlink.com 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 
 happy.amein@att.net 
RE (adult)...Roy Scherer...royhsch60@aol.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary...Gary Przyborski …
 przyborg@earthlink.net 

Communications 
Webmaster...Gary Przyborski… 
 przyborg@earthlink.net 
Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr...Dave Symonds…  
 dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Youth 

Owl...Kim Carter-Williams…  
 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 
YRUU...Cleveland Williams…  
          clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Bruce Schwartz...mybrucie@aol.com 
 

Activities 
Book Discussion...Steve Hall…hallsorl@earthlink.
 net 
Chess Club...Paul Hargett...paulh4892@aol.com 
Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds…  
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Great Decisions...Alice Sulzer...Sulzer4444@aol.
 com 
Investment Group...Bill Long...billlong5@yahoo.
 com  
Lunch Bunch...Eileen Aist (contact church office) 
Spiritual Explorer’s...Judy Minear…  
 in2toning@msn.com 
Women’s Group...Christina Miller…  
 heartsome1@yahoo.com       


