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UNIVERSITY UUS            
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December 2014 

12/7/14 The Power of Yes David Roth and our RE children 

David Roth, nationally known singer, songwriter, recording artist, keynote speak-
er, and wonderful friend from SUUSI, joins us from Cape Cod, MA this morning to 
share a Sermon in Song – speaking and singing about what can happens if you 
say “yes” when a “no” seems to make more sense at the time.  Our RE Children 
join David in this endeavor and together will lift our spirits and start our toes tap-
ping.  An afternoon concert, 3:00pm at UUUS, provides an opportunity to further 
enjoy and learn from David’s wonderful stories and music. 

 

12/14/14 Every Day Is A Holy Day!    Mindy Simmons 

Waking up…drawing breaths….seeing, hearing, smelling tasting, feeling…all of 
these things individually and collectively are a testimony that each day is indeed a 
Holiday! The challenge is keeping that “spirit of life” alive in your heart even when 
life isn’t so Jolly. Let us come together and explore the ways to do just that and 
make each day a “holy”-day!  Mindy Simmons, singer, songwriter, memorable per-
former, offers a spiritual perspective that is unique because it touches the Soul of 
the matter regardless of ones' religious observations.  Her humor and wisdom will 
touch your soul this holiday season.   Potluck 

 

12/21/14 Home-Grown Traditions – from UUUS UUUS Member Voic-
es 

What memories bring you joy this time of year?  A favorite song, a familiar story, 
a game or a play or a certain order of events?   Come join us to day to share a 
little of your own holiday spirit and your traditions.  We’ll sing, laugh, and share 
together during this service – some planned, some spontaneous, and all fun and 
loving.  Holidays are best when love, laughter, and memories are shared together.  
Come, let us enjoy this time together! 

 

12/28/14 The “War on Christmas” – Fact or Manufactroversy? 

 Rev. Bryan Fulwider 

It's a favorite topic of some pundits and media outlets: the so-called "war on Christ-

mas." We'll consider this concept from both religious and socio-political points of view.  

We'll also look at the larger context of privilege and expectations of majority people in 

our US culture. The Rev. Bryan Fulwider, known to many as a third of “The Three Wise 

Guys” on WMFE, is president of the nonprofit,  Building US, and chair of the executive 

committee of the Interfaith Council of Central FL.  Join with us as he leads the conver-

sation and inspires in us appreciation of the diversity of the human spirit.   

PROGRAMS FOR DECEMBER 
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Inquiring Minds meets every Sunday, from 9:30 until 10:15, in the RE 
building behind the main sanctuary.    If you know of a speaker who 
would like to present to I.M.'s contact Steve Hall. 

 

THANK YOU…..Hospitality wants to thank everyone who is joining in and helping with all the various 
kitchen duties.  Also, please express your thanks to Steve Hall for preparing coffee for IM each week in 
the adult RE room.  Special thanks to Kathy Giordano for taking on the organization of the an-
nual Thanksgiving Dinner!  In the past, Sunday coffee and Potluck always seemed to just "happen," 
with big Thanks going out to Kathy Anderson  (THANKS Kathy!!)  Now it takes a team to do what one per-
son managed! Thanks also to everyone's input and their suggestions for better practices!  Look for further 
improvements for a more user-friendly kitchen.  

Spot light on Potluck:  Please keep in mind when preparing for our 2nd Sunday Potluck, it is suggested 
that each family bring a dish to feed 4-6 people.  This will help to ensure we always have enough food 
available for all who participate.  If you were not able to cook or prepare a dish, you may consider a dona-
tion of paper napkins, juices, fresh fruit or veggies.   All are appreciated.  We would also love to hear your 
thoughts on trying themes for upcoming potlucks.  Comfort foods, International, alphabet soup, etc.     
Any questions or additional info please contact Jill Metz  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  Thank you to everyone who attended the November Quarterly 

Meeting and participated in the discussion groups. The ideas that flowed that afternoon will be 

used to create a Covenant of Right Relations. At the February Quarterly Meeting, Joie Kohl, Ja-

net Leavens, and the Covenant Committee will present the Covenant to the congregation, and 

we will have to opportunity to vote to accept it as ours. I think this is an important step in 

strengthening our infrastructure and preserving our feeling of community as we prepare for 

growth. 

As the year draws to an end, December will be another great month at UUUS with lots to offer 

for everyone! We will celebrate Chalica with a fundraiser spaghetti dinner on December 5, and 

then our RE children will host a special service that Sunday, December 7, when David Roth 

comes to share his musical talent with us. Be sure to watch your email and check the announce-

ments on Sundays for updates about all the other great events and services coming up this 

month.  

I wish you all a very bright and happy holiday season spending time with your family and 

friends, and I hope you will find our beloved community to be an important part of it. 

In fellowship, 

Sylvia 
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RE NEWS FOR DECEMBER….In November we began gearing up 
for the busy holiday schedules that families all face, and dare I say, 
even anticipate!   For UUUS, our kids traditionally have two very 
specific activities they offer to the Fellowship congregation — first 
they collect toys for Hope CommUnity Center’s Annual Christmas 
Toy Sale (details below) and then they lead a holiday themed ser-
vice (Dec.7) with preparation beginning in November.   I think 
these are very impressive "gifts of service”  from our Youth to our 
congregation and community! 

 

Hope CommUnity Center Annual Christmas Toy 
Sale ...toys needed by Dec. 7th!!

 

 Each year our children sponsor a toy drive to collect toys to donate to the Hope CommUnity Cen-
ter — a service learning community dedicated to empowerment of Central Florida’s immigrant 
and working poor communities through Education, Advocacy and Spiritual Growth — located in 
Apopka.   http://hcc-offm.org/  All through out November and the first week of December, we 
will be collecting Toys to take to their holiday store.  Please bring new, unwrapped toys.   The toy 
sale is a much anticipated event, where brand new toys are sold ata fraction of the store price; of-
ten a 60-70% below mall store prices.  They leave on the original price tag on and place their price 
tag next to so that the customers can see the price difference.  PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE PRICE 
TAGS. One of the truely wonderful aspects of this sale, is that these families can participate in the 
season of giving - and benefit from personally selecting and buying children’s toys that are priced 
with in their budgets.  Plus the proceeds from the sale are funneled back in the education programs 
offered by Hope CommUnity. 
 
Need an idea?  The Hope Community Center finds these toys go the quickest: • Balls – soccer, vol-
leyball, football, basketball, baseballs, gloves & bats, etc.• Dolls over $ 10, especially ethnic dolls.• 
Electronic games or board games for middle school children.• Bicycles, skate boards, scooters, hel-
mets, tricycles, wagons• CD players, radios, portable stereos, watches, cameras• Good arts and 
crafts kits, and good, colorful reading books• Perfume, make-up, jewelry, and other gifts and 
games for young girls• Educational games and books in English and Spanish• Children’s socks, un-
derwear, play clothing, etc.• Toys, clothing, diapers and blankets for babies and toddlers• Cars and 
trucks of all kinds, especially large ones 
Some items that are no longer of much interest are: • stuffed animals • cheaper dolls and 
toys • the board games – Chutes and Ladders, Candy Land, and Checkers• Barbie and Bratz • col-
oring books and small books      

Children’s Holiday Service - December 7th: This year the children will act as service leader for 
a national performer - David Roth — He is a super talented national performer who offers music 
that teaches the same values we work on in our Sunday morning class — just with a catchy tune to 
help learn along - http://www.davidrothmusic.com/  We will have rehearsals for this year’s service 
on Nov. 16th and 23rd.  If your child would like to have a speaking part as one of the service lead-
ers on this Sunday, please have them speak to their teacher (Andre, Chloe or Juan) or they can 
speak to  Happy. 

http://hcc-offm.org/
http://www.davidrothmusic.com/
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Many thanks to all who participated in our small group discussions dur-

ing November’s Quarterly Meeting!  We are an active, caring, supportive 

and involved group of people who care about UUUS!  Here is a peek at 

some of the groups, hard at work!  The Board Covenant is now hanging in 

the Library, for your viewing pleasure.  
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Save the date… 

2nd Annual Chalica Celebration 

Dinner & Fundraiser 

 

Friday, December 5th 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

You won’t want to miss it!! 

Women’s Group at Carrabba’s Italian Grill, what 
fun!! 

December Plans:  “Wild” iis a movie based on the best 
selling book of the same name.  The story chronicles one 
woman's 1,100 soul searching hike undertaken as 

a recovery from recent catastrophe.  Tuesday! De-
cember 16th, time TBA.   
Tuesday is discount movie night w/ $1 pop-
corn.   
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!!   
Our annual retreat will be: JAN 31 
This year we will spend the day at the beauti-
ful Casselberry Art House.  
You will not want to miss this.Mark your calen-
dars now...more details to come!  
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Social Action News…..Many thanks -UUU's Social Action Committee (SAC) is con-

ducting a holiday drive to benefit the Coalition for the Homeless...YOU HAVE UNTIL DECEM-
BER 14TH TO PARTICIPATE!  
 
We are collecting holiday bags (with three items inside) to help women residents 
with their laundry needs. We had a goal of 25 bags...we reached that goal!!! Now we 
are aiming for 50...won’t you help us? 

 You can donate anything and anyway you wish: an entire bag (cost is about $25), individual 
items or cash donation. 

The bags will include:  

- 1 Publix recyclable bag ($1. Preferably the green bags because the Coalition puts red tissue 
paper in the bag to make it festive) 

- 1 100 oz bottle of All Liquid Laundry detergent (about $9) (or another brand, 100 oz). 

- **$10 roll of quarters to do laundry at the Coalition  OR *you can write a check for CASH or 
bring $10 and SAC will exchange for rolls of quarters  

- 1 16 oz bath gel (as a nice item to have for the holidays). Dial ($4) or equivalent 16 oz size. 

We have already started collecting the items. A large bin has been placed in the Library for do-
nated items.   Please give Joie Kohl or Laura Owens or Rae Brammer-Wilson the money 
for the rolls of quarters. Thanks for your generosity.   

 
The Social Action Committee 

Ours is not the task of fixing the entire world all at once, but of 
stretching out to mend the part of the world that is within our 
reach. Any small, calm thing that one soul can do to help anoth-
er soul, to assist some portion of this poor suffering world, will 
help immensely. It is not given to us to know which acts or by 
whom, will cause the critical mass to tip toward an enduring 
good. What is needed for dramatic change is an accumulation of 
acts, adding, adding to, adding more, continuing. We know that 
it does not take everyone on Earth to bring justice and peace, 
but only a small, determined group who will not give up during 
the first, second, or hundredth gale… When a great ship is in 
harbor and moored, it is safe, there can be no doubt. But that is 
not what great ships are built for. 

(Clarissa Pinkola Estes, 1945 - ) 



Page 8 The Connect ion  Volume 15 ,  Issue 12  

GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS and 
1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the home-
less.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in December,  email 
Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after service on 
Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth groups around the 
state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy social activities and a safe 
place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more information! 

Book Discussion Group:   There was no information about the next Book Discussion Group. Please con-
tact Steve Hall for more information.  hallsorl@earthlink.net 
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, November 2nd at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and in-
vesting. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be 
knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group: The NOVEL BOOK CLUB meets December 13, at 10:00 at Marilyn Stewart’s house to  
discuss THE GRAVITY OF BIRDS by Tracy Guzeman.  From the reviews: “In this riveting debut novel, a fa-
mous artist-recluse unveils a 40-year-old painting never shown before, then sends collectors on a scavenger 
hunt to locate two teenage girls who posed for him, but disappeared decades ago. Guzeman’s book is  
about sibling rivalry, tragedies, and resurrection. And it’s irresistibly exquisite.” 
 
Single Parents Helping Each Other:  If you’re a single parent, we would love for you to join us in the 
RE Building every 3rd Saturday of the month from 2:00-4:30 pm for support, friendships & fun.  Please 
contact either Sue Hilley-Arcaya at (407) 221-9248 (text or call), email suebase4@att.net OR Marti Staton 
at (407)421-3758 (prefers texts), email mstaton444@gmail.com.  Childcare is provided. Hope to see you 
there! 
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering to-

gether to share food and conversation on Monday, December 15 at UUU 6:30 to 9:00 .   Please contact 
David McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     
 
The UUUS Women’s Group: See the article on page 8 for all of the fun activities that the Women’s Group 
has planned over the next few months!  Join them on December 16th to see the movie, Wild! 

I'm going out to clean the pasture spring; 
I'll only stop to rake the leaves away 
(And wait to watch the water clear, I may): 
I shan't be gone long. -- You come too.  
I'm going out to fetch the little calf 
That's standing by the mother. It's so young, 
It totters when she licks it with her tongue. 
I shan't be gone long. -- You come too. 
       (Robert Frost, 1874 – 1963) 

mailto:suebase4@att.net
mailto:mstaton444@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Ongoing Sunday 

events     

 Inquiring Minds 

9:15a               

Child RE 9:30a  

Adult RE 9:30a 

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

1 2 

Alliance 1U 

3 4 5 

 

Chalica 

6-9pm 

6 

7 

Investors 

Club 11:45 

 

David Roth 

Concert 3p 

8 9 
Alliance 1U 

10 11 12 

 

Beacon Sol-

maskahzaa 

6pm 

13 
Novel 

Book 

Group 10a 

14 

Potluck 

15 

 

 

 

Men’s 

Group 6:30 

16 
Alliance 1U 

Women’s 

Group to the 

Movies 

 

Hanukkah  

17 18 19 20 

 

Single 

Parent’s 

Group 2pm 

21 22 23 
Alliance 1U 

24 25 

 

 

Christmas 

Day 

26 

 

 

 

Boxing Day 

 

Kwanzaa 

27 

28 29 30 
Alliance 1U 

31    

December 2014 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Cari Mitchell...carisemail@cfl.rr.com 

Treasurer...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past President...John Amein…  

 john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

  Building..Dave Symonds..uuus.facilities@gmail.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson,  

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 
 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 

Webmaster…Rosandra Montequin and Alan Gaynor 

 webmaster@universityuus.org 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Diana Ovadia, Eric Christensen, 
 Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:uuus.facilities@gmail.com

