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Sunday, October 6, 2013:  UUUS Voices – Sharing Memories 

Our annual SUUSI-GA service is an opportunity to renew our connections with 
each other and with the larger UU community as our own members share with 
enthusiasm their experiences at the two largest gathering of UU’s in the US:  
General Assembly and the Southeast UU Summer Institute.  Come to listen and 
learn and be inspired to attend with them next year! 

Sunday, October 13, 2013:  The Courage to Carry Out our Convictions 
in a Culture of Distraction       Rev. Mark Spivey 

This presentation focuses on that which draws many of us into a beloved com-
munity: our Unitarian Universalist principles. Where do we find the courage to 
carry out our principles in a culture determined to distract us? 

Mark is a seminary-prepared, ordained minister and a licensed professional clin-

ical counselor. Mark holds Masters Degrees in the fields of theology, philosophy 

and clinical social work, a combination of education and training that enables 

him to provide effective spiritual and psychosocial counseling and support.  

Mark is also our friend and we are happy to welcome him back to UUUS.      

POTLUCK SUNDAY 

Sunday, October 20, 2013:  Unitarian Universalism: Religion for Today 

What is Unitarian Universalism?  Join us today to learn about our UU faith; its 
history and traditions; beliefs, but not creeds; our guiding principles and our 
sources for learning and discovery.  Today, our Visitor Welcome Service, is the 
perfect time to visit and learn about our lay-led congregation and our wonderful 
faith.  Presenter: Rachel Christensen, a long time UUUS member and seminary 
student, currently interning at UU of Clearwater. 

Sunday, October 27, 2013:  East v West:  Bridging the Gap  

As a westerner trained in ancient healing arts, Dr. David Bole is able to bridge 
the gap between Eastern and Western philosophical approaches and provide a 
unique synthesis to health and healing.   David earned his PhD in Psychology at 
UF; 2 postdoctoral degrees in acupuncture from the College of Traditional Chi-
nese Acupuncture in Oxford, England; and is a fully ordained Gelong monk.  As 
director of the Traditional Acupuncture Center, a holistic health care facility in 
Gainesville, Dr. Bole has offered a multi-dimensional approach to health and 
healing for over 25-years.  He teaches classes and workshops around the coun-
try designed to enhance awareness and health to students of all ages. 



Alliance news for October:  

Alliance meetings begin every Tuesday morning at 10:30 am as the members gather to work on the Continuing Ba-
zaar. Members bring a bag lunch for high noon with a general business meeting.  The meeting adjourns before 1:00 
p.m. You are invited to join us on any Tuesday you wish. 
 
October 1:  The Alliance board will meet in the Sharon Hiett library. 
October 8:  The ladies are going out for lunch at Moghuls on 436.  This is an East Indian buffet on 436 near the Cady 
Way bridge..  Cost is $8.95 plus drink and tax.  Members will leave from 1U at 11:30 to be at the restaurant at 
11:45.  Anyone is welcome to join us. 
October 15:  This is Baloney and Cheese sandwich day.  250  sandwiches are made & promptly delivered to the 
Homeless Shelter of Central Florida for lunch.  
October 17:  The fall garage sale is held by the Alliance. Thursday is set up day.  Anyone may come to help.  Hours 
8 to 4. 
October 18 & 19 is the actual garage sale.  (Fri. and Sat.)  8am to 2pm.  Helpful working bodies are always needed.   
* If you would like to donate clean unbroken items please feel free to do so. Please no electronic items or large piec-
es of furniture. But call ahead to make sure someone will be in the building (407) 898-3621 to accept your donation.   
October 22:  A quiet meeting getting things back in order from the Garage Sale. 
October 29:  Jackie Ellis from Family Promise of Greater Orlando will be speaking to us and showing a short video 
too. 

President’s Message… 
 
I'm deeply saddened by yet another loss at UUUS with the passing of Dutton Ashcraft.  He was a won-
derful human being, and I have missed him on Sundays for quite some time.  The losses we are experi-
encing are so ironically juxtaposed with a vibrancy that characterizes us.  The teen service about their 
Civil Rights trip was impressive in the terrific speeches and the incredible support of the audience.  The 
number of visitors who are seeking a place like ours has increased by about double.  The number of 
people subscribing to our email distribution is up 46% year over year.  And there's so much positive en-
ergy around our top initiatives for the year.  I am so grateful for the effort to have a formal feedback 
mechanism for the Sunday Service, for the work to reach out to the community and invite people to vis-
it, for the work to have a deep discussion with each of our committees about how we can help more, 
and the work taking place for a significant fundraiser this fall.  I know Dutton would have been so happy 
to see the energy that all of you bring to UUUS. 

 
John Amein 

Adult RE begins this month!  Please join us for a 6 week course in UU Parent-

ing!  We will begin on Sunday, October 27th, meeting before service from 9:30 to 

10:15.  Come and find out more about parenting based on our UU values and prin-

ciples...Cari Mitchell will lead the group and it will wrap up in early December.  Jan-

uary and February will bring a class on Reproductive Justice, led by Martha Kirby.  

Joie Kohl will round out the Adult RE schedule with a course in March/April.  

Throughout the season, we will be inviting speakers from our Share the Plate or-

ganizations to do mini-workshop/presentations.  Hope you’ll join us! 
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Northeast Cluster of Unitarian Universalist Congregations 

Florida District, UUA 

Reproductive Justice Perspectives 
Saturday, November 2, 2013 

9:15 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

First Unitarian Church of Orlando 
1901 E. Robinson St., Orlando, FL 32803 

Reproductive Justice: 

A Global Perspective on Gender and Social Justice 

 
Margaret McLaren, Ph.D. Professor of Philosophy, Rollins College 
9:45 a.m. ‐ 11:00 a.m. 
♦ Acknowledging Barriers, Constraints, and Differential Levels of Power 
♦ Reproductive Justice Issues in the United States 
♦ Reproductive Justice Issues Abroad 

How Politics, Parties and Women’s Voter Turnout Could Be Supporting 

Reproductive Justice Issues 
Terri Susan Fine, Ph.D. Professor of Political Science, University of Central Florida 
11:15 a.m. ‐ 12:30 p.m. 
♦ Political and Public Gains regarding Women’s Health 
♦ Voting Trends of Women through the Reproductive Justice Lens 
♦ Political Opportunities and Obstacles to Protecting Women’s Health 

Lunch and Looking Ahead: SisterSong Preview 12:30 p.m. ‐ 1:30 p.m 

Business Meeting at 1:45 ‐ 3:30 p.m. 
♦ Financial Report 
♦ Reorganization of Clusters and Role of the Florida District and Southern Region 
♦ Next Northeast Cluster meeting and topic 
Cost for program and lunch: $10.00 for Northeast Cluster paid 2012‐2013 member congregations 
(Community UU, First Unitarian, Gainesville UU Fellowship congregations); $15.00 for all others; Students 
for morning program only: no cost but call so we have an accurate count for seating. 

Register online by credit card between October 1-October 31 (go to www.OrlandoUU.org, look for 

the “NE Cluster Event” header on the right side of the front page, and click on the link for the NE 

Cluster event) OR send a check (payable to Martha Harnit, with “NE Cluster meeting” in the memo 

line) to Martha Harnit c/o First Unitarian Church of Orlando, 1901 E. Robinson St., Orlando, FL 

32803. For more information: call Martha, 352-242-2437. Registration closes October 30. 
About the Presenters: 
Margaret McLaren, Ph.D. Rollins College since 1992, named George D. and Harriet W. Cornell Chair of 
Philosophy in 2004; B. Phil., Miami University (Ohio); M.A., Ph.D., Northwestern University. Received the 
President's Award for Diversity and Inclusion, 2011 (Rollins College); Received the Faculty Service‐ 
Learning Award from Campus Compact, 2010 (statewide award). Research Interests: Globalization and 
Human Rights; Feminist Theory and Gender Issues; Sociopolitical Theory; Ethics. 
Terri Susan Fine, Ph.D. University of Central Florida since 1989, Professor of Political Science, Associate 
Director and Senior Fellow, Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government, University of Central Florida, 
Content Specialist, Florida Joint Center for Citizenship. B.A. and M.A. Political Science. 
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Are you interested in finding out more 
about Unitarian Universalism?   Come 

and Join Us for… 

 

              Visitor Welcome Class 

 Sunday October 6th 9:30 am at 
UUUS 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitari-
an Universalist faith and its origins. First time visitors and those 
new to Unitarian Universalism will learn about the principles that 

guide us, this history behind us and receive a brief overview 
about the organization.  

  

If you are interested in attending this class please stop in the of-
fice and RSVP email: membership@universityuus.org or call 407
-737-4018 

Sunday Service Evaluation Forms: 
  
Thanks to all who have made such good use of the new Evaluation Forms.   The Program Plan-
ning Team made the forms available on the 15th.  So far, we’ve received 20 forms:  all positive 
regarding speakers and content (of course, we stacked the deck by starting with the Beacon 
Group – always terrific!) and a couple of concerns that will be addressed at the next Program 
Planning Team meeting.   Keep up the feedback!  It’s the only way we’ll know how we’re doing 
and if we’re meeting the needs of our members.    

           At our 2013 annual Water Ceremony, members 
           pledged a renewed commitment to the 6th Prin-
                    ciple, by taking action to conserve, re-use, and 
          defend water as a public resource.   These are   
          action drops posted during the service; the board  
          will be on display for the next few weeks.  You   
          are encouraged to add your own or take the   
          pledge to show your support for "taking back the 
          tap." 

mailto:membership@universityuus.org
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INQUIRING MINDS FOR OCTOBER:  Join Inquiring Minds each Sunday morning, from 9:15 
until 10:15, in the main room of the RE building.  They share and discuss topics of interest, invite 
speakers  and  enjoy their  varied interests and experiences.   

Children’s RE:  October is always a fun month in Religious Exploration.  We finish the month 
with a Halloween celebration.  If you can help decorate or lead a game or bring a snack on Sun-
day October 26th please contact Happy Amein.  But this year the month is packed full of fun for 
the families at UUUS.   
 

October 6th, is our first Super Sunday.  Super Sunday’s are community 

events that bring all ages together to share something in common -- both in the RE program 
as well as the congregation at large.  Food is a wonderful way to break down age barriers 
and open up for new connections.  Our cereal mixer shares our favorite cereals and lets each 
of us make a wacky mix that incorporates contributions from everyone.  Its like weaving a 
fabric of community, little bits of this and that the we each bring to the table.  We encourage 

our adult members to join the children in sharing -- there is always too much and the fun is for everyone! 
 

October 20th is Welcoming Sunday -- we are opening the classes to our 

visitors.  Hopefully we will have so many new faces that our classrooms will be bursting with fun!   RE is 
planning on switching up our classes a bit. Each class will host an activity based on UU principles. Our stu-
dents can choose two of the activities to participate in regardless of age -- they do not need to go to their 
own classroom.   The kids will “change” activities half way through the RE hour to get the opportunity to 
try two of the activities.  Our three planned activities are Story Time with Roberta Lerman (nursery room), 
Celebrating “Each of us are Unique” making monster puppets (purple classroom), and “Acting like a UU” in 
the red classroom -- a game of silent acting and guessing.   
 

October 27 is our Halloween party -- Kids can wear cos-

tumes to RE and we will do crafts and fun themed on this favorite holiday!   
Plus!     We are invited to join the 1stU families on October 26th in their parking lot for a 
Trunk or Treat!  Can we get a group together to go have some fun with our UU neigh-
bors?  Let me know if you are interested and we can meet up to go together. 
 
 CAN YOU DONATE TO OUR ROBOT?  We are looking for aluminum sheeting (like 
gutters), and Radio controlled cars PLUS more supplies.  The list is outside the classroom.  If 

you would like to donate to a Radio Shack gift card -- please give donations to Happy 
Amein or Juan Fuentez -- we will give the kids the gift card to buy the necessary elec-
tronics that are not donated from the congregation’s extra items.  We are really hop-
ing to “re-use” items that are no longer used and in this way recycle them for a new 
purpose.   

 

 

 
(Mark Twain, 1835 - 1910 

In the end, we will conserve only what we love, we will love only what 
we understand, we will understand only what we are taught.             
(Baba Dioun, 1937 - ) 
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Join us and invite your friends for a special 
Sunday service. 

On this Sunday, we will invite the community to find out 
more about Unitarian Universalism.  Our service topic will 
be an introduction into our beliefs, shared values and princi-
ples.  Following the service we will have an open house re-
ception for everyone to  enjoy.  We hope to see you all there!    

SAVE THE DATE...5TH ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT...JANUARY 31/FEBRUARY 1, 
2014:  RejUUvenate!!!  

The Annual Women's Group retreat needs your ideas and input!! We are gearing up and beginning to 
plan this 5th annual program.  We will meet on 2nd Sundays (during Potluck) at UUUS , to discuss and 
share suggestions, ideas and program speakers, to offer value and relevance to the women of our com-
munity.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 
 
Upcoming Women’s Group Events: 
Friday, December 6-- Women’s Group hosts Not Your Typical Church Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser.  6:30-
930pm.  Look for more details to follow soon; please make sure this goes on your calendar now, you 
won't want to miss this event!!   
 

 It is with great sadness that we report the death of Dutton Ash-

craft.  Dutton was a long time member, served on many commit-

tees and held Board positions.  He was a founding member of the 

Pastoral Care Committee.  He put the Sunday bulletins together for 

years, creating beautiful covers and managing the information in-

side.  He was ready with his camera to capture many special 

events and moments.  His ready smile and support of all of us will 

be sorely missed.  A celebration of his life will be held at UUUS on 

Sunday, October 20th, at 2 pm. 
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Social Concerns – Social Action – Social Justice – What’s In a Name? 

No matter what name you choose, all of the above contain common elements – care, concern, champi-

oning the underdog, building the beloved community, making the world a better place, standing up for 

the marginalized, conservation, and the list goes on.  Over the past 6-7 years, several passionate UUUS 

members have worked to inspire us by sharing their passions and providing opportunities for us to par-

ticipate.  Currently, we have several ongoing programs at UUUS:  a food and clothing drive to support 

HOPE in Oviedo; our work as a support church for First Methodist in Oviedo as they house homeless 

families in the Family Promise Program; our Share-the-Plate program that benefits HOPE; Coalition for 

the Homeless; Planned Parenthood; and the Hope CommUnity Center in Apopka.  Although we have 

consistent participation from a few members and we know most of our members are active individually 

outside our community, we have yet to find a common goal that can inspire us to work together – as a 

UU community.    

One of the focuses of the Program Planning Team is to highlight our Share-the-Plate partners thru par-

ticipation in Sunday services and Adult RE.    Another inspiration will be the new Social Concerns blog 

(soon to have a direct link from our UUUS home page) that will highlight local and national concerns and 

provide information and education.  Another way to evaluate is a survey.   Please stop – I can hear the 

groaning already!   However, we’ve got to try it again and we’ve got a good source to copy form – 1U’s 

annual survey has some fresh ideas and ways of presenting the questions.  Final touches are being 

made and the survey should be ready within the next two weeks.  We will have a link in the NN; hard 

copies for non-computer users; and laptops (at least one) available after service for a couple of weeks.  

Listen for the announcements and share your ideas and passions with us.   Our principles call us to ac-

tion!   One of the first you can easily do will be thoughtfully completing the survey.     

Thank you, 

Martha Kirby, Social Concerns Member 

 

Where after all do universal human rights begin? In small places, close to home—
so close and so small that they cannot be seen on any map of the world. Yet they 
are the world of the individual person: The neighborhood we live in; the school or 
college we attend; the factory, farm or office where we work. Such are the places 
where every man, woman, and child seeks equal justice, equal opportunity, equal 
dignity without discrimination. Unless these rights have meaning there, they have 
little meaning anywhere. Without concerted citizen action to uphold them close to 
home, we shall look in vain for progress in the larger world. 

 

(Eleanor Roosevelt, 1884 – 1962) 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in October, 
please see page 2, call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Book Discussion Group:  We are considering moving our October meeting to the first Saturday in 
November and doing the same for December to avoid holiday conflicts. Please check with Steve Hall for 
final date confirmation. The book for October is titled “THE TIME PARADOX, The new Psychology of Time 
That Will Change Your Life”,  by Philip Zimbardo, Ph.D. and John Boyd, Ph.D. Time is a pervasive part of 
our life. Our attitude toward time has a profound effect on our lives, even on our happiness, habits and 
attitudes. According to this book people have 3 “time perspectives” – past, present and or future- 
oriented. Through studies and tests researchers, such as the authors, have come to understand how 
these perspectives can affect our behaviors. This informative book can help us to understand the 
profound way this invisible force called time can shape our lives.  The book also gives us a hands-on self 
guidance for self-change. That is, if you think you need it? We’ll see you at the next meeting for another 
informative and lively discussion. For more information contact Steve Hall at hallsorl@earthlink.net   
  

Circle Suppers:   This month, Paula Despang will host the event on Saturday, October 5th, at 5:30 pm.  
Please contact either Paula or Julie Symonds for more information.  Hope to see you there!  These events 
are a great way to get to know other members in the congregation on a casual basis as well as have a 
nice meal. Anyone interested in hosting or finding out more about circle suppers please contact Julie 
Symonds at jasymonds@yahoo.com.   
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, October 6th at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and 
investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to 
be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!   
                                                           
Novel Book Group: The NOVEL BOOK GROUP will not be meeting in October, due to commitments at 
the Palm Valley Arts and Crafts Show. The book for November 9th is ONE AMAZING THING by Chitra 
Banerjee Divakaruni. Nine strangers trapped in the basement of an Indian consulate after an earthquake 
decide to cope by telling their personal stories. Contact Marilyn Stewart for more information. 
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering 
together to share food and conversation This month, they will meet on Friday, 10/25, 6:30 pm at UUUS. 
Please contact David McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net      

 

The UUUS Women’s Group. No details for an October meeting have been received. The Women’s 
Group is hosting a special spaghetti dinner at UUUS on December 6th and looking forward to the 5th 
annual retreat, RejUUvenate!!, to be held Jan. 31-Feb. 1st, 2014.  Please contact Jill Metz for more 
details! 
 
New Group Begins!!  Women's Support Circle will have their second meeting on Friday, October 
11th @ 7pm in the UUUS sanctuary. They have decided to meet on the second Friday of each month. This 
support circle is for the sharing of joys and concerns, experiences and advice, and to provide ears to 
listen and shoulders to lean on.  Please join them.  For more information, please contact Rosandra 
Montequin: furrykids_2000@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:hallsorl@earthlink.net
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Women’s Support. Circle..Rosandra Montequin…  

 furrykids_2000@yahoo.com 

   


