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PROGRAMS FOR OCTOBER 

  

October 2     Mark Pinsky    " A Jew Among Evangelicals" 
Former  Orlando Sentinel religion writer and author talks about what he learned 
in more than a decade on the beat, and how he learned at least as much living 
among friends and neighbors, many but not all evangelicals and Christians. Mark 
is currently an instructor at UCF. 
  
October 9     Rev. Mark Spivey    "Joy"   
Mark continues his series on inner spiritual development with a focus on joy and 
the role it plays in our lives. Mark is a seasoned wizard...uh...ummm...I 
mean...minister! Mark is an experienced counselor and a passionate consultant 
for hospital, hospice and funeral home staff. Mark is also a published author, but 
he is at his best when he is speaking before a LIVE AUDIENCE! (although he of-
ten speaks to THE DEAD). Mark has started his own web blog site at: 
www.markspivey.com. ; While the site is under construction, if you wear your 
hard hat, you're allowed inside. If you have questions or comments, there is a 
section on the site to schedule an online email appointment. Mark WANTS TO 
HEAR FROM YOU: Dead or ALIVE!  
POTLUCK AFTER SERVICE 
  
October 16    Social Concerns presents " Bullying"  
The Social Concerns Committee presents this multimedia service which exam-
ines the serious topic of bullying and  how it continues to plague our communi-
ties.  They discuss the various aspects of bullying including bullies, the bullied 
and the bystanders.   In keeping with our first and second principals we 
will focus on  what to look for, prevention and how you can get involved.  
  
October 23   Harry Coverston  "Is America Still a Christian Nation?"   
Professor Coverston is a fifth generation Floridian, a fourth generation educator, 
former public defender and a non-parochial Episcopal priest. He teaches Humani-
ties, Religious Studies and Philosophy of Law at the University of Central Florida 
where he is in his ninth year. This past year he was named a Fulbright scholar.  
  
October 30   Rachel Christensen + Chris Reid       Immigration 
Join us for a look at immigration issues as we work toward our Justice GA in 
2012 in Phoenix, AZ.  How does this speak to us as UU’s?  What is our moral ob-
ligation? How can we connect and relate to our local situations? 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE…. 

Hello, Friends 

What an exciting month it’s been at UUUS!   Our new Children’s and Adult RE classes are off to a great 
start;  we enjoyed a new play by one of our members and helped the building fund; we’ve volunteered; 
welcomed new members; improved our property with a new driveway; been blessed with a wonderful “All 
Music” service; and many other happenings.   All these things were made possible by YOU – the members 
of UUUS!  It’s been amazing to me to watch the new committee chairs and members form relationships 
and come up with new ways to strengthen our community and deepen our connections. Have you placed 
your bid on an item in the Service Auction yet?   The committees’ work, done with the helping hands of all 
of you, is really what makes our community so vibrant and fulfilling.  Thank you all for your efforts, your 
enthusiasm, and your willingness to share your talents with our community. 

A big “THANK YOU” again to Joie Kohl for her seemingly endless contributions to our Society, most recent-
ly as Vice President and in many other ways before that.  Did you know Joie has been on our Board in dif-
ferent capacities for 5 years!   We can never thank you enough, Joie, for all you’ve given to UUUS and for 
your continued presence in our halls. 

As you reflect on all the wonderful offerings and choices at UUUS,  please take a moment to think about 
your own talents and where you might best put them to use.  Becoming involved in a committee, accept-
ing a position on the board, offering to complete a project you’ve heard about or see that needs to be 
done are all ways you can be play a part in the growth of UUUS and of you!  Come, join in the fun! 

Warmly, 

Martha  

 
The Alliance October Programs 

  
October 4        Board Meeting 
                      Work on Continuing Bazaar 
  
October 11      Lunch out at the Coalition for the Homeless, 639 West Central Blvd.  The Coalition will  
   provide a light lunch and take us on their "More than a Meal Tour" from 11:30 am to  
  12:30 pm.  Carpooling from Gore Hall at 11 am. 
                      Work on Continuing Bazaar prior to leaving for the tour and lunch. 
  
October 18      Making sandwiches for the Homeless 
                      Work on Continuing Bazaar 
  
October 25      Three women from the Central Florida Women's League will speak about their  
   organization. 
                      Work on Continuing Bazaar 
  
Vicki Kirkland 
Second Vice President 
Programs 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS NEWS…. 
 
Several members of the Social Concerns Committee and the Council toured a host church for IHN-Family 
Promise http://familypromise.org/program/interfaith-hospitality-network.  Hearing the stories of how these 
families found themselves homeless and their experiences with homeless shelters are both devastating 
and terrifying.  It reinforces the need to offer compassion and your time.  IHN is a network of churches 
and volunteers committed to keeping these families together and these children safe while the case work-
ers help the parents make the necessary effort to be self reliant.  In the coming months UUUS, along with 
the Alliance, will become a support church for IHN.  We look forward to sharing with all of you this oppor-
tunity to help IHN and the families who need us the most.   
  
Did you know?   
*The average American lifestyle is kept afloat by nearly 2,000 gallons of H2O a day—twice the global aver-
age.   
* Every time you shave minutes off your use of hot water, you also save energy and keep dollars in your 
pocket. 
  
Look for more information at http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/freshwater/water-
footprint-calculator/ 

Notes from Rev. Randy – Sept. 14, 2011  (Reports and news items from the District’s RE coordinator) 

 People often lament that so few of our children and youth seem to stay Unitarian Universalists as 

adults. They point to the reputed statistic that only about 10% of our members grew up as Unitarian Univer-

salists.This finding has led more than one parsimonious finance-minded person to suggest that our Reli-

gious Education programs are failing in their efforts, and that we would be better off committing the money 

spent in other ways.But here is what research with adults has shown us: those who continue to be religious-

ly active report four factors as vital to their continuing participation: 

1) the congregation took the programs for children and youth seriously, and treated them as integral ele-

ments in the holistic life and vision of the congregation.  2) they regularly experienced adult worship and 

slowly became aware of its power and meaning in the lives of adults. They could see a place for themselves 

in the worship life of a congregation as adults.  3) they had a good, on-going relationship with the key reli-

gious professionals in their congregation. The Minister or Director of Religious Education knew their name, 

knew about their lives, and showed that they cared about the young person as a person. The leaders in the 

congregation were not just “up there” but were people they could approach and talk with.  4)they had on-

going, appropriate relationships with adults in the congregation other than their parents. It was evident that 

other adults valued them and did not just see them as an obligation, a distraction, or a nuisance. 

Without these four factors fulfilled, even the best Religious Education program will not encourage our 

young people to remain with us as adults.  AND, another study of those young adults who are active in our 

movement found that an equally important factor in their on-going involvement was that the congregation 

provided Adult Education which encouraged their continued growth and development as adults. Unitarian 

Universalists choose to be involved in congregations not so much for confirmation of who they already are 

as to be challenged to be all they could be. If one does not feel like one is encouraged to growth in a congre-

gation, one is likely to look elsewhere. 

So, ask yourself – is your local congregation one that is growing Unitarian Universalists across the whole 

life span? It takes more than an RE program to do that!!!            Rev. Randy 
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SOLD!!!!    To the highest bidder! 
 

NEW!!!!    Coming to UUUS this fall, our first annual  
 

                  UUUS SERVICE  Auction!!!    
 

Sharpen your pencil because bidding begins on Sunday September 25th and continues for three 
weeks until October 9th at 12:00 noon during potluck!   

 
This is a silent auction; bid sheets will be posted for three weeks --  items go to the highest bidder 
at the close of bidding during the October potluck.  Winners pay by cash or check in the UUUS 
office.   
 
Incredible items have been donated and the item sheets are posted on tables in front of the 
church on Sunday mornings...don’t miss out, take a few minutes to look over the amazing items!  
 
Questons?  The Auction team will be happy to help you!  Contact  Sara Sullivan  
sesullivan28@yahoo.com, Amy  Mowbray   mowbrayamy@gmail.com and Happy Amein Hap-
py@citrusoak.com   
  
We are hoping that this event is a super fun way for us to enjoy each other’s talents and come 
together in a new way to build our community (and pay for our building!)the SERVICE Auction go to purchase 

A Farewell to Gene Joiner                                  from her friend, Kathy Anderson 
 

Gene Joiner, one of our founding members and a long time member of First Church, and my good 

friend, died on Labor Day, September 5, 2011.  She was at the home of her daughter Marcia and son-in-

law Jimmie, in Silver Springs, Maryland.  She was 92.   

 

Gene was for some years the RE director at First Church.  When we acquired this property, she and Jim 

were daily watchdogs and helpers, as the building progressed.  When Jim died in December of 2003, his 

memorial service was here and his ashes are scattered in our garden. 

 

Gene then went to live in Lynchburg, Virginia, where her daughter Susie had settled.  She made good 

friends at the Unitarian Church there.  I enjoyed it too, when I visited.  Then it became necessary to move.  

 

Hospice served her for awhile and at that time she wrote the final chapter of her life.  She missed her volunteer when Hospice 

services ceased.  She still enjoyed her morning coffee sessions out with Jimmie and visits from the other family members.  But 

she lost her energy, we talked infrequently.  The Hospice services were reinstated. My last visit was lunch last year. 

 

Sadly, when I arrived in Washington this last month, it was too late to say goodbye.  Those of us who were here at the beginning 

will remember fondly her many contributions. 

 

Gene and Jim Joiner were a unique couple, their two home-built domes were comfortable gathering centers, one in Apopka then 

one on East Colonial. 

 

The First Unitarian Church of Lynchburg, Virginia will hold a celebration of Gene’s life on October 16, 2011. 
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THIS IS AN HISTORIC MOMENT. 
BE PART OF THE STORY. 
 
General Assembly 2012 will be a gathering with multiple ways of engaging in 
justice work for people of all ages. Joining with the people of Arizona, we will 
worship, witness, learn and work together. We will leave General Assembly 
grounded in our faith, energized for justice and with resources to bring this 
work home to our congregations. 
 
SERVICE AND WITNESS 
We will partner with communities in Arizona to bring attention to the injustices 
and human rights abuses they face. Our service will allow all participants to 
witness in ways that reflect our commitment to justice, equity and compassion 
for all. We will also do hands-on work with our community partners. Projects 
will take place in a variety of settings, and include multigenerational teams and 
accessible venues. Whether you 
choose to witness for one hour, make signs for people to carry, or spend a day at a project, there will be 
opportunities for everyone. 
 
PROGRAMS AND WORKSHOPS 
We will learn how to build stronger relationships, community partnerships, and movements for justice. We 
will go in-depth on important justice issues such as colonization, border issues and advocacy. We encour-
age teams to attend General Assembly in order to share experiences and learn how to continue this work 
at home. 
 
THE WORK OF JUSTICE 
Our business will be grounded in our faith tradition's commitment to justice. Plenary sessions will be lim-
ited to matters essential to the governance of our Association and items that further our justice-making 
efforts. The exhibit hall will offer justice resources and opportunities to connect with local communities. 
 
SPIRIT AND COMMUNITY 
Filled with joy and boldness, we will sing, we will worship, and we will celebrate together. We will have 
spiritual support and reflection as we build a just world. Together, we will create a beloved community 
without borders. 
 
From: Gini Courter <GCourter@uua.org> 

Membership Orientation  

 
All visitors & members are welcome to join us for membership orientation.  This great presenta-
tion provides a little history on the UU faith, as well as information pertinent to this congrega-
tion.  We hope you will join us… 
 

Saturday, October 22nd   9:30 to 11:30 am @ UUUS 

Please RSVP in the office,  info@universityuus.org or (407) 737-4018 by 10/21 
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Religious Exploration with Our Young  
 
We begin this month our Social Action Sundays. The first Sunday of the month, the children 
meet as a group with all ages together to work on a project that helps our community; either our 
Fellowship, our neighborhood, or the world/environment. Each month we will take on a new pro-
ject. In October our children are working to help kids in crisis by filling bags they have decorated 
with personal supplies and a toy. The bags are being donated to the Orange County Children's 
Advocacy Center which is part of Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children's Howard Phil-
lips Center for Children & Families.  
 
The children are looking forward to our Halloween Party that will be held in 
lieu of RE on Sunday Morning October 29th at 9:30. We will play games and 
have treats and the kids can wear their costumes! We will try to the keep the 
messiness down to a minimum to protect their costumes for the big day.  
 
We are offering after-service care until 12:30 except on Pot Luck Sundays. 
You need to sign your child out as you leave so that we know which children 
are being cared for and watched.  
 
The kids and RE group give our special thanks to our teacher volunteers that have helped the 
children. Last month Abi Kirby, Amy Mowbray and Christina Moylan taught children's clas-
ses. Ask them how much they enjoyed working with the kids and what they thought of the curric-
ulum!  
 
In RE we need a few things. Maybe you can help -- in the Toolbox classroom we need volunteers 
to teach three classes. We only have one teacher signed up so far for that classroom. Also we 
have a board that needs painting and hanging so that we can show off our projects. And we need 
a team to help us plan a toddler swing set and/or a tetherball pole so that we can add them to 
the playground.  

 
Happy Amein    happy@citrusoak.com 

 
Adult R.E. has changed it's name to "UU Inquiring Minds."  We meet at the same place and 
time--UUUS Education Building from 9:15-10:15.  Each week we discuss a topic that is of particu-
lar interest to one of our members.  The topics range from current events to ancient religions.   
Early in the week, articles are sent out by way of background reading.  If you wish to be added  
to our mailing list, contact the church office @ info@universityuus.org. and write 'Inquiring Minds 
Mailing List' in the subject line.  
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Indigenous Peoples Day...from the UUA website 
Our Unitarian Universalist faith calls us to fully understand the legacy of Christopher Columbus, just as it 

calls us to respect and learn from indigenous peoples and support their struggles for social justice and reli-

gious freedom. Join Unitarian Universalists across the United States in celebrating Indigenous Peoples 

Day. 

History of the Holiday 

"Indigenous Peoples Day" reimagines Columbus Day and changes a celebration of colonialism into an op-

portunity to reveal historical truths about the genocide and oppression of indigenous peoples in the Ameri-

cas, to organize against current injustices, and to celebrate indigenous resistance. 

The idea of replacing Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples Day was born in 1977, at a U.N.-sponsored 

conference in Geneva, Switzerland, on discrimination against indigenous populations in the Americas. 

Fourteen years later, activists in Berkeley, CA, convinced the Berkeley City Council to declare October 12 

a "Day of Solidarity with Indigenous People." Henceforth, there has been a growing movement to appropri-

ate "Columbus Day" as "Indigenous People's Day"; states such as South Dakota, Hawai’i, and Alabama 

have changed the holiday’s name and many more cities have taken similar action. Read more about the his-

tory of Berkeley’s Indigenous Peoples Day on the UUA website. 

Unitarian Universalist Association Grounding 

The Unitarian Universalist Association has passed many resolutions on Native peoples' rights since the 

1970s. In 1993, the General Assembly passed a resolution on Justice for Indigenous Peoples, where the 

UUA resolved to learn from indigenous peoples about the richness of their cultures and about the problems 

and issues they face, support local indigenous peoples' political action committees in their struggles for so-

cial justice and religious freedom, and act individually and through coalitions to respect and support indige-

nous peoples in preserving their cultural pride and heritage and in protecting their natural resources. 

In 2007, the General Assembly passed a resolution on Truth, Repair, and Reconciliation, where the UUA 

resolved to uncover our links and complicity with the genocide of native peoples and with all types of ra-

cial, ethnic, and cultural oppression, past and present, toward the goal of accountability through acknowl-

edgment, apology, repair, and reconciliation. 

To more fully recognize these resolutions, Unitarian Universalist staff and headquarters now recognize In-

digenous Peoples Day as an official holiday in place of Columbus Day—as suggested by George Tinker in 

his chapter in the book Soul Work. 

For more information contact mailto:socialjustice@uua.org. 

 

For more complete coverage of this topic, including ideas for celebration or interaction, please go to 

the uua.org and type “indigenous people” in the search box. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

**Ongoing  

Sunday events: 

Adult RE 9:15a 

Children’s RE                     

    9:30a  

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 6-8p 

     1 

 

Book Group 

10a 

2 

Investment 

Group 12 noon 

3 4 

Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

5 6 

 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

7 8 

 

 

 

Yom Kippur 

9POTLUCK! 

 

1ST ANNUAL 

AUCTION 

WINNERS 

AN-

NOUNCED!! 

10 

Indigenous  

People’s Day 

(observed Colum-

bus Day) 
Thanksgiving 

Day-Canada 

11 
Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

12 

 

 

 

Board meets 

7p 

13 14 

 

 
Men’s Group 

6:30p UUUS 

15 

16 

 

 

Council 

meets 11:45a 

17 18 
Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

19 20 21 22 

 

Member  

Orientation 

9:30a 

23 

 

Social Con-

cerns 11:45a 

24 25 
Alliance meets 

at 1st Church 

26 27 28 

 

 

 

Women’s Group 

to Rollins/Gloria 

Steinum 

29 

Book Group 

10a 

30 31      

October 2011 
CELEBRATIONS, MEETINGS, HOLIDAYS, DATES OF INTEREST TO THE UUUS COMMUNITY 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
 
Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at First Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information, see the schedule on page 2 and 
make note of the special events in October.  You can also call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com 

                                                                                                                                                         
Book Discussion Group:  The group will meet twice in October and will not meet in November.  Here is 
the schedule:  October 1st:-The Evolution of God by Robert Wright (paperback available). October 29th - 
Mightier than the Sword: Uncle Tom's Cabin and the Battle for America [Hardcover] By David S. Reynolds.  

For more information, contact the leader, Steve Hall:  Hallsorl@earthlink.net 
                                                                                                                                                  
Circle Suppers:    If you want to host a Circle Supper, please contact Julie Symonds, who graciously or-
ganizes them for us.  Usually held on the first Saturday evening of each month, it is a wonderful time to 
gather in a smaller group, to make connections and enjoy socializing, not to mention the food! Watch/
listen for announcements. 

 
Investment Group:  The purpose of this group is to examine the current and future trends in the stock, 
bond, currency and other financial markets. The resulting information is intended to assist participants in 
maximizing the return from their own investment portfolio. Meetings are usually held at 12 noon, following 
the service, on the first Sunday of each month. You are invited to join us! For further information, please 
contact Bill Long via email at billlong5@yahoo.com 
 
A Novel Book Group: The Novel Book Group meets again on Thursday, Oct. 6th at T.J. Levey's , 931 E. 
Palm Valley Dr., Oviedo. We meet at 10 a.m. Call me or email for directions. We will be discussing 
"Cleopatra: A Life" by Stacy Schiff, a Pulitzer Prize winning author and remarkable historical researcher 
and storyteller. This biography of Cleopatra VII is said to be destined to become a classic. She 
ruled  Egypt for 22 years from age 21 from 51-30 BCE. She was born in 69 BCE., and was a queen at 18 
and co-ruler with her brother. Cleopatra has been misinterpreted and maligned since Octavian (Gaius Jul-
ius Caesar), whom she never met, set out to do so and to destroy Marc Antony at the same time. Her ear-
liest biographers were all her enemies. The rest of her stories have been flights of fancy except for her 
liaisons with the 1st Caesar and Marc Antony which were true. She spoke 7 languages and was the 1st 
Egyptian queen to learn her subject's language, Egyptian. After her death Egypt became a Roman prov-
ince. Egypt did not recover its autonomy until the 20th century. Cleopatra was many things but most of all 
a queen. 
  
Come and join us in discussing this fascinating book and historical figure. and delve into a history we have 
never really known. (Unless you're an Egyptian scholar). Beth Keifer, bkeifer@cfl.rr.com 
   
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group meets monthly and shares fellow-
ship and a meal.  They will meet on Friday, October 14th at 6:30PM, at UUUS.   Contact David McElroy for 
more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net  
 
The UUUS Women’s Group:  All women are welcome!  Join the Women's group for a field trip as we 
visit the Rollins - Winter Park Institute to listen to writer and feminist organizer Gloria Steinem as she of-
fers insight on the women's movement. Women Today: An Evening with Gloria Steinem will be held on 
Friday, October 28, 2011 7:30 PM Rollins College - Alfond Sports Center - Warden. For more information 
on this event please visit: http://www.rollins.edu/wpi/events-calendar/index.html 
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Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Secretary...Karina Torres-Aksenov…   ka-
rinagtorresaksenov@gmail.com 

Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 
Trustee...Kim Carter-Williams...info@universityuus.org 

Trustee...Mike Christle...Mike@binaryprints.com 

Trustee...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 
 

Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 
 info@universityuus.org 

 

Committee Chairs 
Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 
Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com and  

 Diana Ovadia…d_ovadia2@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 
RE (adult)...Roy Scherer...royhsch60@aol.com 

Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 
 Dawn Foster…dawnm_foster@yahoo.com 

Worship...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 

Communications 
 

Webmaster...Mike Christle…Mike@binaryprints.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr...Mike Christle…

 Mike@binaryprints.com  
Youth 

 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams...  

 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

Eric and Rachel Christensen… 
 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 
Beacon...Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 
Activities 

 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Chess Club...Paul Hargett...paulh4892@aol.com 
Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Great Decisions...Bill Long…billlong5@yahoo.com  

Investment Grp..Bill Long..billlong5@yahoo.com  
Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 

Lunch Bunch...Dutton Ashcraft...dashcraft@cfl.rr.com             

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  
 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Novel Book Club...Bethed Keifer…bkeifer@cfl.rr.com 
Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 


