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University UUS offers live streaming of the services! What this means is that if you're 
unable to attend the service while its going on, you can still listen to the service /as its 
happening/ instead of waiting for the recorded version to be put on the Internet. To 
listen to the service, visit http://www.universityuus.org/audio.htm and follow the direc-
tions there. 

 

June Programs 
 
 

 
June 1     Peter Carlson    “Stress Management Through Conscious 

Living”    

 
An experienced meditator, Peter founded the Orlando Insight Meditation 

Group. He brings a synergy between ancient Eastern wisdom and modern 
psychological research to his private  practice in Maitland and to his presen-

tation to UUUS. 
  

June 8    Rev Mark Spivey   “ What a Difference a Gay Makes” 
  

Gay men and lesbian women can claim a rich history. This talk explores the 

contributions of some of the most influential thinkers, musicians, military 
leaders, politicians and artists in creating the contemporary gay culture.  

POTLUCK AFTER SERVICE 
  

June 15   Tom Cook   “ The Known, The Unknown and the Unknow-
able” 

  
Rollins philosophy professor Tom Cook  returns to address science, ignorance 

and mystery and how they relate to us mortals and our spiritual aspirations. 

  
June 22   Doug Halper    “ Ahhh  the Life- Living in Bliss” 

  
Doug is a Warner Bros recording artist and has been touring the US for 7 

years. He was named the Multi-Instrumentalist of the Year by the Songwrit-
ers Showcase of America in 2004. He weaves his life experiences with his 

music to tell his story of spiritual quest. 
  

June 29 Alan Nordstrom “ The Spirituality of Creativity” 

  
An  English professor at Rollins,  Alan returns to present his latest explora-

tions into the frontier of ideas. He invites us to tune into his most recent po-
etic works on his blog.  (You can find directions to it on our UUUS website.) 
 



PAGE 2 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 16,  ISSUE 6 

President’s Message….The Dream of additional space      
 
We are working on making the dream a reality.  Getting additional space for the church, for our religious 
education, for adult RE, for the youth, for our office.  For our Congregational Life.  We developed a project 
budget, developed plans for a building and a site plan to submit to the County.  We took bids, including 
bids for alternate materials to make the building more energy efficient.   
 
Then Orange County Fire advised us that adding additional space to our existing building would exceed 
the allowable occupancy for the building unless we installed fire sprinklers in both the new expansion and 
the existing builing.  This would cost $65,000.   
 
So, we developed a plan to construct a separate structure, about 30 feet to the rear of the existing build-
ing.  We will need to provide an emergency fire access drive to allow access to the new building, but we 
think this will be significantly less expensive than the cost to add fire sprinklers.  In addition, since the ex-
pansion will not be connected, it allows rethinking the floor plan for the new space.  We have met with the 
architect and the builder to revise the floor plan. Once the floor plan is resolved, we will finalize the archi-
tectural drawings and the site plan and resubmit to the County for permits.  
 
Meanwhile, in accordance with the requirements of Orange County, we have filed for rezoning of our prop-
erty from A-2 to R-1 zoning, so that the zoning is consistent with the Future Land Use designation for the 
property.  Next week we will file for a Special Exception to allow a church on our property, a requirement 
before we can get a permit to build.  In addition, we will file for a Concurrency review, to see if there is traf-
fic capacity available to serve the expansion.   
 
So, how is the funding going?  We have a project budget of $350,000.  We have raised some of that 
money, and now we have been offered an amazing $40,000 challenge grant, if we can match this money, 
and get this building funded.     
 
Spent to date, design & Permitting              $11,817 
 
Funds on Hand                                            $51,529              
 
Commitments, 5/12/2008                             $42,595 
 
             Total funds thru 5/12                       $105,941 
 
Challenge Grant (WOW!!!)                           $40,000 
 
If we can receive contributions and commitments to match this $40,000, we will have $185,941 in building 
funds.  We would then only need $164,059 in loans to complete the project!!  (So far we have received 
$11,070 of the $40,000 we need to match!) 
 
At the congregational meeting, we agreed to continue working on the design & permitting of the build-
ing.  In the meantime, we invite the congregation to consider additional contributions toward the build-
ing.  Over the next few months, each of us may find we can give a little more toward the project.   
 
I think this is really doable....we are almost there!!  (I am getting excited...aren't you?)  Let's work together 
to make it a reality.  Whoo--hoo!! 
 
Rachel Christensen 
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UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS 
Joan Lund 
 
The month of June is upon us, when we, the Florida District, are afforded the opportunity and responsibility of host-
ing our Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations (UUA) General Assembly (GA) in Ft. Lauderdale, June 25-
29. I look forward to being with you this year, especially because I was not able to attend the District Annual Meeting 
in April. For those of you have been to a GA you know what an exhilarating and wonderful experience it is. For the 
first-timers you will find much to do and learn during our UU days together. This month I am writing about some-
thing I touched upon in the lengthy report which can be found on the District website, written after I returned from 
the April UUA Board of Trustees meeting: a new DVD, “Listening to Experience”, produced by the District Services 
Staff Growth Team.  
 
This recently-completed DVD captures the wisdom and experience of twelve ministers from some of the fastest 
growing UU congregations in our nation who gathered for three days in November 2007 to talk about how to in-
crease the number of Unitarian Universalists in the world. Five thousand copies have been produced, and are being 
distributed, along with a letter from Rev. Bill Sinkford, UUA President, to UU ministers, seminarians, theological 
school professors and instructors, and hundreds of key lay and professional leaders throughout the Association. Dur-
ing the conversation among these ministers, they responded to questions posed by the Rev. Alice Mann of the Alban 
Institute which included:  
 

· What is the saving message of your congregation? 
· How does your congregation help people move inward and outward on their spiritual journey, and how does 

this relate to congregational growth? 
· What institutional, organizational, and practical nuts and bolts need to exist in order for a congregation go 

grow and keep growing? 
· What are the obstacles or roadblocks to growth? 

 
This is an excellent DVD for ministers and lay leaders to watch together over several meetings and benefit from the 
wisdom of these ministers. A list of questions to discuss, the same ones that served as the basis for the conversation 
in November, is included in the packaging, as are the names of the participating ministers.   
 
If you would like a copy of the “Listening to Experience” DVD contact Heather Bond, District Services Administrator, 
hbond@uua.org. Again, I look forward to being with you in June. In the meantime if you have questions, concerns, 
or just wish to talk about “something UU” call me at 813-931-9727 or email jlund@uua.org.  

Adult RE is enjoying lively discussions each Sunday @ the Holiday Inn Select near the intersection of 
Alafaya Trail and University Blvd. from 9-10 AM.  Each Sunday we discuss a different topic which is of spe-
cial interest to one of our members.  To learn more about the UUUS Breakfast Club or to be added to our 

e-mail list, contact Roy Scherer @ royhsch60@aol.com. 

RE for our Youth:  Our regular RE program will end on June 8th.  Over the summer, child care will 
be provided during services (at 10:30 am), but there will be no formal RE program at 9:30.  During the 
summer, we will have several special Sunday events, but we will send out an email notice to our RE 

“family” prior to those events.  We hope you have a safe and enjoyable summer! 

YRUU News:  Our YRUU group had a Social Action CON May 23-25, here at UUUS.  The theme was 
GREEN CON.  They hauled a dumpster load of trash out of the back of the property, including 8 or 9 old 
tires and yards and yards of old carpeting.  They had a workshop on being “green” as part of our Green 
Sanctuary program and planted small dish gardens with tomatoes, peppers and herbs.  Ask about their 

slip ‘n slide experience!  Many thanks to these wonderful teens and their advisors for a great CON!!  
Thanks to a gift from the Alliance and from our own Endowment Fund, two teens are going to attend GA 
this month in Ft. Lauderdale:  Abi Kirby and Kayli Carter. Congratulations to our only high school grad this 
year,  Animal...aka Josh Reid.  It’s been a great year!  Looking forward to The Mountain in the Fall. 
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With many thanks and a few small changes to the June, 2008 Meridian, Tallahassee’s newsletter...the 
words are beautifully expressed and remind us to collect water during our summer travels and adventures. 
 
Collect Water Over the Summer…. 

 
Summer calls UUUS folks away to different pursuits. Families with children have more freedom to travel. 
Cooler breezes at shore and mountaintop draw people away from Orlando. Now is the time to remember 

that no matter where you go, your growth and development as a Unitarian Universalist continues. Perhaps 
this summer will bring a chance for you to renew family ties, or to find the quiet and respite you’ve been 
yearning. Maybe you will travel to a place you’ve never been, or you will be drawn to return to a place 
where there’s healing in the curl of a wave or the shadow dancing along the leaves. Whatever your sum-

mer pursuits, take time to collect a small amount of water; and with your active imagination, invest the 
water with the heart of your experience. Even if you draw the water from your own tap, invest it with a 
lesson learned, a hope renewed, the enthusiasms and meanings of your living this summer. Our  Water 

Communion Service is held in early September. On that Sunday, our separate thoughts will be joined in a 
communal bowl when we bring a little water from our summers to share at the service. 

Social Concerns: 
  Because it is the Right Thing to Do: We have begun collecting signatures for improving Central 
Florida’s transportation via a petition we plan to submit to the governing bodies (mayors, city councils, 
etc.). FUCO has also taken up this issue. Our Social Concerns believes this is a big issue that needs to be 
pursued. Those with limited incomes are especially squeezed as they try to make ends with minimum wage 
jobs, high auto insurance costs, and gasoline teetering around $4 a gallon.  
 We encourage our members to write letters to the paper sharing their experiences and opinions. Par-
ents of children are encouraged to bring this up at PTA meetings since one part of the petition involves us-
ing Lynx to provide for transportation. Please, see Dave Symonds, Kathy Anderson, or someone else on 
Social Concerns for more details. Finally, sign the petition, and make a point to give the Lynx system a try 
in order to speak from experience. 
 In order to save energy and lower your carbon footprint, get an energy audit. Raise your program-
mable (preferred) thermostat to 78 or 80F. Turn off the unit and open the windows when possible. While 
driving your car, anticipate upcoming stoplights (coast instead of speeding up to a red light), drive at 60 
MPH while on the interstate to dramatically increase your gas mileage, and plan ahead so that you cut out 
unnecessary trips. 
 Social Concerns asks each of our members to look at their home power as well as water use. Most of 
the time this information is available online. In one case, an annual power reduction of 21% reduction was 
shown from last year to 10,300 kWh/yr. Another thing not to forget is water use, which can be reduced with 
low flow faucet aerators, showerheads, and 5 minute timers to help keep track of the time. These same 
members reduced their total water use to less than 25 gallons per day per person from 56.  
 On June 22nd, Social Concerns plans to participate with Eco-Action (local environmental volun-
teers) in a river cleanup starting at 3PM. We encourage those who are interested to sign up on the sheet at 
the back of the sanctuary. We encourage all ages to take part, including YRUU. Even if you cannot canoe, 
there is plenty that can be done. Arlynn Mueller is the contact on this. 
 If you’re interested in becoming active in Social Concerns, we meet on the last Sunday of the 
month. Email SocialConcerns@UniversityUUS.org for more information. 
 
PLEASE SEE THE REST OF THE REPORT ON THE NEXT PAGE…... 
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Green Sanctuary:   Power bill for May is 22% lower than last year, or an average 27% reduction for 
Feb thru May. Or, as some prefer to see it, $70 lower each month, for a total savings of $282 when com-
pared to Feb-May of 2007. (Note: It is difficult to gauge building use as it varies with use.)  
 In May several of us visited some low energy green buildings in downtown Orlando. One of these 
was the first silver certified LEED home in Florida. 
 On May 15th the outdoor sculpture lights were operational. Gary Przyborski and Dave Symonds 
have worked on repairing the lights. The fixes (about $400) included new bulbs-ballasts, which have re-
duced power consumption for the sign in half, resulting in $37 power savings per year. The new bulbs last 
twice as long with lower mercury and a color temperature preferred by the artist. The UUUS received a 
quote for $1500 to replace these units with others that would have produced more uneven light, more light 
pollution, shorter life, wrong color temp, and would have resulted in an additional $106/yr power compared 
to the new system. 
 On May 18th a paper was presented 
to the chair of the building committee and the 
UUUS Board en- couraging them to be more 
aggressive in the new building from an envi-
ronmental stand- point. 
 On May 23rd a paper was sent to the United States Green Building Council (USGBC) Orlando 
chapter to consider the triple U’s proposed new building for their legacy program. If selected, this program 
would reduce the costs involved for us to achieve LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 
certification. 
 On May 24th a presentation was made to the YRUU concerning Greening. The power point was 
well received and covered the history of CO2 measurements, including disinformation repeated in the press, 
and answers to them. Also, an overview of the society’s savings as well as one home for both power and 
water use (a 50% reduction to less than 25 gallons per day per person). The YRUU were challenged to hook 
up with other groups (Social Concerns?) and get involved (individually, at home, and in writing their politi-
cians) to seize their future. 
 Community Garden: We are still interested in getting signatures for this project starting in Septem-
ber. 
 Greening the Grounds: Joe Mendoza has searched out some contacts for consideration for changing 
some of our grounds (terriscape - xeriscape) but for now we’ve decided to put this on hold until the building 
is done. 
These reports were provided by Gary Przyborski.  He would also like to announce the new Chair of the 
Public Relations Committee:  Joe Mendoza, who agreed to take over that committee as of June 1st.  Please 
give Joe your support and many thanks to Gary for all the hours of work he has put into this committee.  

New Board, elected at Annual Meeting, May 18, 2008, in effect July 1, 2008 
 
President...Chris Reid    Endowment Committee: 
Vice President...Martha Kirby    Chair:  Roy Scherer (1 year remains) 
Secretary...Stephanie Dryden    New Member...Bill Long (3 year term) 
Treasurer...Dave Symonds    Marilyn Lundin (1 year remains) 
Past President...Rachel Christensen   Bernard Fudim (2 years remain) 
Barbara Elrod...Trustee (3 year term)  Happy Amein (2 years remain) 
Judy Minear...Trustee (1 year remaining) 
Joie Kohl...Trustee (2 years remaining) 
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Upcoming events of interest to the UUUS Community 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1Adult RE 9a 
Kids RE 9:30a 
Service10:30a 
 
Investment 
Group noon 
 
YRUU 6-8pm 

2 3 
Alliance 
At FUCO 

4 5 
 
 
 
World Envi-
ronment Day 

6 7 
 
 
First Satur-
day Supper 

8 Adult RE 9a 
Kids RE 9:30a 
Service10:30a 
 
Potluck 

 
YRUU 6-8pm 

9 10 
Alliance 
At FUCO 

11 
 
 
Board 
Meeting 7p 

12 13 
Memorial 
Service for 
Doris Slay-
man 10am 

14 
 
 
Flag Day 

15  
Adult RE 9a 
Ser-
vice10:30a 
 
Father’s 
Day 

16 17 
Alliance 
At FUCO 

18 19 20 21 
 
Book Club 
10am 

22 
Adult RE 9a 
Ser-
vice10:30a 
 
Coun-
cil11:45a 

23 24 

Alliance at 
FUCO 
 
General 
Assembly 

25 
 
 
General 
Assembly 

26 
 
 
General 
Assembly 

27 

General 
Assembly 
 
Women’s 
Group 7p 

28 
 
 
General 
Assembly 

29 
Adult RE 9a 
Ser-
vice10:30a 
YRUU 6-8p 
General 
Assembly 

30      

June 2008 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
Book Discussion Group Meeting:  The UUUS Book Club meeting will meet a week earlier than usual on June 21, 
10am at the University UUS Fellowship. Mark your calendar now. The overwhelming choice for the June book is 
"Americans: Sheep to the Constitutional Slaughter,"  by Judge Andrew Napolitano.  As always, visitors and guests are 
welcome. The July book is undecided at this time since we currently have a tie vote between "This Moment on 
Earth", "God's Debris" and "Where Does the Money Go?: Your Guided Tour to the Federal Budget Crisis". Take a look 
at the brief reviews below and let me know your preference. You can cast your vote or votes for the July book until 
the end of the month. Vote points are awarded based your specified vote order (i.e. E,A,D,C,B). We also need some 
new book recommendations.  Contact Steve Hall at:  hallsorl@earthlink.net  
Lunch Bunch:  This special group is now on summer break...no Lunch Bunch for June, July or August!  Hope you 
have a wonderful summer.  See you in September! 
 The UUUS Women’s Group:  The Women’s Group will next meet the last Friday of June at 7pm. Please e-mail 
Christina1979@gmail.com for more information! We really hope you will join us! 
 Investment Group:  The purpose of this group is to examine the current and future trends in the stock, bond, cur-
rency and other financial markets.  The resulting information is intended to assist participants in maximizing the re-
turn from their own investment portfolio.  Meetings are usually held at 12 noon, following the service, on the first 
Sunday of each month.  You are invited to join us!  For further information, please contact Bill Long via email at bill-
long5@yahoo.com 
Circle Suppers:   Save the date of Saturday, June 7th...the first Circle Supper in many months will be held at the 
home of Roberta and  Harvey Lehrman.   There is a sign up sheet on the back table.  Please plan to bring a side dish 
or dessert to share.  Hope to see you there!  Please call coordinator Julie Symonds with any questions. 

A Celebration of the Life of Doris Slayman 
Doris died peacefully in her sleep at Select Hospital of breathing complications on May 16, 
2008.  Born April 27, 1920, in Detroit, Michigan, to Wilhelm and Laura Limpert Laehn. At 
age 3, her mother died suddenly and she and an older brother and younger sister were 
raised by aunts and uncles in Appleton, WI.  When her father later remarried, he returned 
the family to Detroit.  A child of the Great Depression, Doris worked her way through col-
lege, receiving a NYA scholarship and earning her BS degree from Wayne University in 
Detroit, where she later earned her MS.  She taught science at Jefferson Intermediate 
School and married her beloved Clark Slayman in 1948.  After the birth of her first child, 
Carol, she retired from teaching to raise her family. A second daughter, Deborah was 
born. She was instrumental in organizing and leading a cooperative preschool for 

neighborhood children and was the first President of the League of Women Voters of Allen Park, MI.  When her girls 
became teens, Doris returned to teaching in Cobb County, GA.  In the 1970’s, they moved to Winter Park and she 
continued her teaching career.  She retired in 1991 and became active in the arts, serving as a docent at the Charles 
Hosmer Morse and Mennello Museums.  She was active in the University Club of Winter Park and was a founding 
member of the University Unitarian Universalist Society.  She enjoyed travel and went to the U.K., Holland and many 
states in the U.S., often volunteering to read to children.   
  
Doris was compassionate, caring, sharing and witty, with an intelligent smile that embraced you.  She was a woman 
of learning, peace and a vision to leave the world a better place.  Her generosity of spirit and quiet dignity inspired 
many to realize they were persons of worth.  Survived by her husband of 60 years, Clark Slayman, daughter and son-
in-law Carol and Dieter Fust of Marietta, GA, daughter Deborah of Winter Park, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
sister Laura Laehn Haggard of Tuscon, AZ and many nieces and nephews. 
 
As a former member of First Church, she was part of the Short Story Group, where Richard Cohen remembers first 
meeting the Slaymans.  As most of the stories were American and he grew up outside the U.S., he was not familiar 
with them.  Doris and her friends (including Cathy Anderson) introduced him to American literature and the fellow-
ship he found in the group brought him to the UUUS, when most of the Story Group became founding members of 
the new Society. She reached out to new members, loved to entertain and hosted Circle Dinners. She was a service 
leader and was always willing to lend a helping hand.  Always elegant and caring, she will be missed by her UUUS 
family.  Please join us on Friday, June 13th, at 10am, to celebrate her life.  Held at UUUS, the family 
asks that in lieu of flowers, children’s books be brought to the celebration, as gifts for young readers in 
need. 
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Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
 
UUUS Board 
President Rachel Christensen...highgear3@gmail.com 

Vice President Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Secretary...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Treasurer Bill Long...billlong5@yahoo.com 

Trustee...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com 
Trustee... Dave Symonds...dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Trustee... Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Administrator:  Kim Carter-Williams…  

 info@universityuus.org 
Committee Chairs 
Building Expansion...Dave Symonds…  

 dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Hospitality...Gladyce Bouley...gladbouley@bellsouth.

 net 
Member Concerns...Evelyn Chiland-Long…  
          evchiland@yahoo.com 

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy.amein@att.net 
RE (adult)...Roy Scherer...royhsch60@aol.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary...Gary Przyborski …

 przyborg@earthlink.net 

Communications 
Webmaster...Gary Przyborski… 
 przyborg@earthlink.net 
Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Information Tech Mgr...Dave Symonds…  
 dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Youth 

Owl...Kim Carter-Williams…  
 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 
YRUU...Cleveland Williams…  

          clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Bruce Schwartz...mybrucie@aol.com 
 

Activities 
Book Discussion...Steve Hall…hallsorl@earthlink.
 net 
Chess Club...Paul Hargett...paulh4892@aol.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds…  
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Great Decisions...Alice Sulzer...Sulzer4444@aol.

 com 
Investment Group...Bill Long...billlong5@yahoo.
 com  
Lunch Bunch...Eileen Aist (contact church office) 

Spiritual Explorer’s...Judy Minear…  
 in2toning@msn.com 
Women’s Group...Christina Miller…  

 heartsome1@yahoo.com       

HERE COMES SUMMER!! 


