
Council Meeting 2017-11-27 
 
In attendance: 
Chris R.  
Kelly B. 
Dave S. 
Julie S. 
Victor M. 
Martha K. 
Sandy (taking minutes) 
 
RE 
Neither Amy (chair) nor Judith could attend, so Chris read a memo from Judith which is 
appended to end of this document.  
 
Event Approval for Calendar 
Judith’s new events were approved to place on the calendar:  

● an every-other-week Thursday night meditation at 7 p.m.  
● adult RE series on Sunday evenings beginning in January through March.  

Also okayed Solstice event on 12/9 and and Greg Greenway fok music event on 12/10. 
 
Victor 
Asked for any input about music during the RE service on 12/17. 
 
Martha 
Programs: settled for most of January. There will be a special meeting on December 5 with 
some people from the congregation attending to give input on a possible structure for program 
planning, including Richard Cohen and the Ameins. Martha and the committee invite all 
members who would like to have input! 
25th Anniversary Celebration: There is no official chair or committee, but Martha and Chris 
are working to organize a dinner featuring founder Karl Peters the last weekend of January.  

● Kelly offered to help with event and suggested it be held on Friday rather than Saturday 
since set-up is difficult on Saturday with Church of God here until after 5:30. This is still 
being clarified at the time of these minutes being written; calendar will be updated ASAP 
an announcement in the Notable News and Connection.  

● There was discussion about having 25th anniversary T-shirts made; Chris recommended 
Atticus Screen Printing in Oviedo and Julie is going to follow up.  

● Victor suggested getting in touch with some of the kids that grew up in the church and 
see if they could attend.  

● Kelly suggested photos on the screen that showed “then and now” for various groups 
and some way for people to mix and mingle more.  

● Anyone who wants to help with this event is encouraged to contact Martha, Chris or 
Kelly.  



 
Kelly 

● Thanksgiving meal at the church had 68 people in attendance; grows every year.  
● We will have a cookie swap on second Sunday in December instead of potluck; bring a 

dozen cookies and take a dozen from those others have brought.  
● Kelly would like to buy new wreaths for the front doors. Okay with everybody.  Will cost 

about $50, charging to the small “Aesthetics” budget.  
 
Dave’s committees 
Facilities is currently without a chair; Dave is back to acting chair again but hoping to change 
this. 
 
Sign committee will be meeting soon; the committee has several interested members who 
want to investigate possibilities and costs.  
 
Rental: Dave reports that Barry has been working to get Helen a permit for another temporary 
sign. With losing KLA as a full-time rental, Dave brought up revising the current board policy that 
does not allow for one-time events to non-members so that we could market the church for 
wedding and other events. The council is in favor of this and the board will discuss at next 
meeting. 
 
IT: Video surveillance cameras are all installed and running: hall, library, facing front door from 
inside, front outside facing front door. There was discussion that people don’t expect or like to 
be videotaped; it’s a special concern for OWL. Dave will look into turning off some of the 
cameras when people are in the building, since the cameras are mostly for security when Sandy 
or Judith are alone in the building and for times when no one is in the building and the fire alarm 
goes off -- it alerts Dave, and it enables him to see what’s happening in the building without 
having to drive over. 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. with plan to meet again on Wednesday, January 10 at 7 
p.m. 
 
 
Addendum: RE Notes To Council 
From the Judith A. Stein-Farrall, DRE 
  

● We have just finished a month of curriculum centered around our 4th principle, a free and 
responsible search for truth and meaning.  We had visits from Dr. Deen Khandelwal, 
Beatriz Reyes-Foster and Roberta Lerman.  The Middleschoolers have been watching 
Twilight Zone and Simpson’s episodes that offered opportunities to consider truth and 
meaning, including the Twilight Zone episode “Eye of the Beholder” where beauty and 
ugly is turned around from the viewers perspective. 



● We had an RE Committee Advisory Meeting on the 18th.  Minutes are copied in below. 
● RE Holiday Event is going to be a small production of a nice and simple story called 

“Lighting Our Corner of The Sky” by the Rev. JoEllen Willis. Amy Edel-Vaughn is going 
to help me wrangle… I mean rehearse… participants. Victor and I are working on the 
music choices. 

● There will be no RE on Christmas Eve Sunday so that the RE Volunteers and staff can 
have the holiday off. Kids who attend will be encouraged to participate in the service. 

●  I have a couple of space and program submissions for you to consider when you get to 
that part of the meeting: Thursday Meditation and Sunday evening Adult RE class both 
starting in the New Year. 

  
Religious Education Advisory Committee Minutes   11/18/2017 
  
Meeting attendees:  Judith Stein-Farrall, Cari Mitchell, Marissa Khan, Amy Mowbray 
  
Chalice was lit at 10:14 and meeting called to order. 
  
Discussion of logistics for RE sponsored jacket drive for Bithlo school kids at Orange 
County Academy.  All donations to be received by Dec. 10 and to be packaged and 
distributed before children leave for holiday school break.  
Entire congregation will be invited to participate via email link to donation page Amy 
created.  There are 47 children in need of jackets.  Committee members will staff table 
before service next 3 weeks to aid in informing and helping people choose a child to 
purchase for.  Collection box to be provided starting Nov 26 in sanctuary each Sunday 
through Dec. 3. 
  
Discussion ensued of how to gather input from parents’ and families’ regarding what 
they want the outcomes of UUUS RE attendance to be.  Knowledge of 7 principles, 
application of principles in kids’ daily lives, UU identity, exposure/appreciation of world 
religions (including Christianity – of which UUs sometimes appear less tolerant), and 
OWL programming were all shared by attendees as important outcomes for their 
families.   The importance of facilitating a discussion among as many families as 
possible so as not to assume all families’ priorities was agreed upon   Tentative date for 
guided discussion with invitation to all parents set for Sunday, Feb 4, 2018. 
  
Discussed challenges of serving children with special needs and importance of 
continuing to communicate with staff what appropriate choices should be offered to kids 
who may not be able to remain seated, near peers, etc. during lessons.  Consensus that 
the commitment of our program continues to be building inclusive community, using 
collaborative problem solving with all children, and minimizing any negative impact on 



ability of other children to participate and learn. All children to be encouraged to 
work/learn in the space that feels the best fit for them on a particular morning, with the 
division between upper/lower elementary serving as a guideline.  (Sometimes, this looks 
more chaotic than we might like!) 
  
Judith mentioned Bibleodeon curriculum (info page link - 
http://www.uucards.org/Bibleodeon.pdf) for 4th/5th graders  
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