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PROGRAMS FOR MAY 

May 5, 2013   The Sikh Faith 

As part of our continuing series on the religions of the world, we welcome four 
members of the local Sikh Society who will share highlights of their faith.  Learn-
ing about other religions and beliefs is an important part of our UU tradition.  We 
look forward to gaining knowledge and understanding of the Sikh traditions. 

May 12, 2013  “Sons of our Mothers” or “It’s Not Polite to Fool Mother 
Nature”  

In honor of Mother’s Day, our own UUUS Men’s Group has planned our ser-
vice.  Several members of the group will share stories and thoughts about their 
mothers and the influence their mother has had on their lives. Join us in commu-
nity to hear our members’ stories and to be inspired to remember our own.   
Happy Mother’s Day!  POTLUCK 

May 19, 2013  “As Seen from a Child’s Eye”: A Tour of the World’s Religions 
by members of our children’s Religious  Education Classes 

Join us as our youth present a virtual tour of several major world religions.  As 
UU's we strive to understand and respect the various beliefs practiced by so 
many around the globe.  We can't help ourselves as we collect the brightest most 
meaningful parts and weave them into our own beliefs.  This service offers the 
children a chance to sum up what they have learned and refresh their memories 
from the subjects they worked on at the beginning of the year.  They offer you 
their insights into these well-known religions: tidbits or perspective that you have 
not heard before -- something new for each of us.    We try for a respectful ex-
ploration with questioning encouraged and where differences are embraced with 
open minds and hearts.   ANNUAL MEETING 

May 26, 2013  “In Honor of our Veterans – God Bless Them All”  

Memorial Day, which originated after the Civil War, is a day set aside to honor all 
Americans who have died in all wars while in the service of our country.  This 
year, we welcome Mr. Allen Wilson, of Honor Flight Central Florida, a local hub of 
Honor Flight Network: a non-profit organization created solely to honor America's 
veterans for all their sacrifices.  HF transports veterans to Washington, D.C. to 
visit and reflect at their memorials. Top priority is given to the senior veterans – 
World War II survivors, along with those other veterans who may be terminally 
ill.  Our own Clark Slayman was honored to participate in such a trip shortly be-
fore his death in 2011.  Mr. Wilson will be sharing information about the organi-
zation and their most recent trip. 



PAGE 2 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 14, ISSUE 5  

May 2013 at The Alliance..from Dayle Steakley 
. 
May 7:   The Alliance board meets at 11:00 am to 12:00 pm while others work on the Bazaar.  This is a day to bring a 
bag lunch. 
May 14:  Alliance is going out to lunch, restaurant suggestions are still being taken. See Dayle Steakley.  Bring mon-
ey! 
May 21:  Making sandwiches for homeless men out looking for a job.  We will also be working on the Bazaar. 
May 28:  Karen O'Brien of the Kid's Closet...School Clothes Make a Difference! will be speaking about that much 
needed work. Prior to the speaker we will work on the Bazaar and enjoy a bag lunch.  Karen O'Brien will be speaking 
at 12:30pm for about 45 minutes.   You are invited to come hear her.                                                                                        
 We love to hear new suggestions or ideas for our speaking program.  Contact me, Dayle Steakley, and I'll 
take it from there. 
 Time to remind everyone that if you wish to continue being a member of the Alliance now is the time for your 
$10 annual dues.  Many people join the Alliance in solidarity of the many charities to which Alliance gives a helping 
hand.  See Shirley Jantzen to remit your dues.    
   The Alliance proudly announces their new set of officers for the coming year:  Jean Cawelti: President, Char-
lotte Fleming: 1st Vice President (bazaar mgr.), Dayle Steakley:  2nd Vice President (programs), Cathy Spoone: 
Treasurer,  Lynn Rigney: Recording Secretary, Pat Spoone: Corresponding Secretary. 

President’s Message:  May is an exciting time in our UUUS congregational life. Our Annual Meeting will be on May 
19th, after service. I hope all members, new and seasoned, and friends considering membership will attend. We will 

be electing new leaders for our next fiscal year, discussing and accepting our new budget, and addressing other are-

as of concern to our members and to our community. UUUS is your community. Please, take the time to participate 
in the important work of our congregation.  

     A big "Thank You" again to everyone who participated in our 1st Annual "Spring into Service" non-traditional work 
day on April 21. I've heard a preponderance of good comments regarding this experiment as well as a few ideas to 

improve the experience next time. I'm looking forward to next year already! We accomplished several much-needed 
tasks and got to know each other a little better in the process. Not to mention celebrating Earth Day! Thanks again 

for all the hard work and great attitudes. It's wonderful to see a community who enjoys each other's company! 

     There is one area of concern on my mind and that is how we treat each other when we disagree or are in conflict 
over an issue or action that has occurred. We are a community of very strong-minded people - one of the character-

istics that makes us wonderful. However, it can also push us apart when different perspectives are not addressed, 
listened to or shared constructively, or when boundaries are crossed - both within and outside of our community - 

thus leading to conflict. How we treat each other during times of conflict is crucial to our success as a community. 

It's easy to love when all is well and much trickier when it is not. 
     Our UU tradition of covenant is an important resource. UU congregations are bound together by covenant, not 

creeds. We choose to be together and to affirm and promote the seven principles of our faith. UUUS has an addition-
al membership covenant that sets out the promises we make to the community when we join. Another covenant, 

adopted by many congregations through participation in a well-developed process, is a Covenant of Right Rela-
tions - a set of guidelines designed to create a welcoming, respectful, and safe community; guide us through conflict 

by reminding us of the way we've agreed to be to each other; and establish limitations and boundaries in our rela-

tionships and our behavior in our community. It is OK to disagree. It is not OK to hurt one another in the process. I 
would like us to work through the process of discovering what Right Relations means for our community and develop 

a Covenant to help us remember our intent and call each other back into Covenant when we stray. It may not be an 
easy process but it will be worthwhile. I hope you will all join in the process. 

     A final note of thanks to all those who have participated in this year's Every Member Gathering dinners, affection-

ately known as EMG's. THANK YOU!!! to hosts and hostesses, presenters, and most of all, the members who have 
attended and participated in the conversation. As always, it's been an inspiring time. I'm amazed by the diversity of 

ideas, opinions, knowledge, backgrounds, and so many other characteristics of the wonderful members of our com-
munity. I am so happy to be a member of the University Unitarian Universalist Society and I am grateful for the hon-

or of serving this community as President for the last three years. Thank you for your support and love. I'm looking 

forward to supporting and working with our new Board and New President - you'll just have to wait until May 19th to 
find out who! I, for one, can't wait to see what the future holds for our Beloved Community. 

 
Warmly, 

Martha  
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Religious Education with our Young 
 

This is the Month we finish up our tour of World Religions!   The children will present what they have 
learned this year to the congregation on May 19th.  You will be surprised how we as UUs are connected in 
many unexpected ways to the major religions of the world.  Come learn what we have learned and enjoy 
the program as presented by our youngest members of the our community! 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
 

MAY 26TH -- No children’s RE as this is Memorial Day weekend  
JUNE 2ND -- Kids Cereal mixup Celebration on Sunday June 2nd to close our regular year of RE 
classes.   
JUNE 9TH -- the RE schedule shifts to its summer time -- and as such will have a summertime start 
time!   During the Summer months, we will hold RE classes during service -- Michelle Smith will 
be leading a food based craft and building community amongst friends -- fantastic fun, hands on 
and multiage program, everyone meets in the Red Classroom.  This is a little different than last year 
but should accommodate best the shifting number of students attending services each week.  There  
will be after service care provided until 12:00 if you let Michelle know in advance that you will be 
needing someone to watch the children.   

 
 

SO REMEMBER -- beginning June 9th -- RE classes start at 10:15 when the children are sung out of 
service.  Please sign up with Michelle to let her know when you plan to be in town so she can plan craft 
supplies.   Its easy to do, just email the office at info@universityuus.org. 

 

IF YOU NEED AFTER SERVICE CARE DURING SUMMER SUNDAYS, PLEASE LET MICHELLE KNOW IN AD-
VANCE SO SHE CAN PLAN FOR IT.    email or call the office.   

Inquiring Minds... We start off the month with a joint Adult RE presentation, “Sikh 101,” as another in-
stallment of our series on world religions.  The class will be held in the main room of the RE building at 
9:15 am.  Please join us!  Other plans for May include Professor Kimball, who will finish his fascinat-
ing series on Comparative Religion this month.  We feel fortunate that he's presented his ideas to us in 
such an informative and entertaining way.   Our "Open Mic Sunday" (held the second Sunday of each 
month)  has proven to be a great success.  We had four of our members present stimulating topics for 
discussion last month.  Kudos to I.M. member Chad Hill for his excellent presentation on the similarities 
between Christianity and earlier religions. To be added to the I.M.'s address list,  contact the UUUS Of-

 
For several years, Steve Hall has co-chaired (together with Roy 
Scherer) our Inquiring Mind's Class.  Steve selects topics of 
great interest,  e-mails background materials to our members 
and facilitates our class discussions.  Thank you Steve for 
years of dedicated service!  
 
(signed) Members of the I.M.'s Class 
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Potluck Song 
 
We now have a new POTLUCK grace to sing before we eat, written just for UUUS by our own Lou Murray. 
Those of you who attended the potluck in April had the opportunity to sing the song in its debut. Here are 
the words for all to learn. It is not only a blessing for our community, but also reminds us of how each of 
us needs to take the time to clean up after ourselves to make everyone’s life easier.  
Thanks to Lou for her creativity and ability to make work…fun! 
 
Thankful for the food we share 
Thankful for the friends who care. 
When it’s time for cleaning up, 
Wipe those plates and bring your cup! 
 
Forks in the bubbles when you’re done; 
Wipe those tables all as one. 
All together, stack the chairs. 
Bless our people everywhere! 
 
A.men, A.men, A…A…men,  A-men! 

New Member Orientation May 19, 2013 @ 9:30am 
 

Have you visited UUUS and you are now thinking about taking the next step?  Are you a transferring UU 
member that is interested in finding out more about our congregation?  Have you been a member for a 
while, but still really do not know how things are organized around UUUS?  Are you familiar with the UU 
faith but are interested in this fellowship?  If you can answer “yes” to any of the above questions, then 
this class is for you!  New member orientation is intended to provide you with a little history of our congre-
gation as well as information pertinent to how things run around UUUS.  There is no obligation to join 
UUUS from attending this class, all visitors are welcome and encouraged to come. 
  
Join us on May 19th at 9:30am in the UUUS library for New Member Orientation.  Please RSVP in the office 
at info@universityuu.org or call 407-737-4018               

 
Are you considering going to GA this year?  If so, UUUS has some funding available….please let Martha 
Kirby know of your interest.  We would love to have you join us for an amazing experience:  learning, 
worshiping, singing and doing social action witnessing with 2000 other UU folks.   
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ANNUAL MEETING…..MAY 19TH, 11:45 PM 
 
Please plan to attend our Annual Meeting, we will be voting on a slate of officers for 
the 2013/2014 fiscal year. 
 
AGENDA: 
 

Quorum established 
 
Meeting called to order and opening words by President Martha Kirby 
 
Minutes of the last Quarterly Meeting (sent out electronically) 
 
Treasurer’s Report, 2013/2014 Budget presentation 
 
Endowment Committee 
 
Report of Nominating Committee and Election of Officers 
 
Old Business 
 
New Business 
 
Meeting Adjourned 

Come to SUUSI 2013 - Let it Be a 

Dance! 
Looking for a great, affordable value for your whole fami-

ly, with lots of adventures and filled with friends? Then 

come to SUUSI! July 21-27, 2013 in Radford, Virginia. 

 

You'll be welcomed warmly and invited into our commu-

nity. 

 

SUUSI is an intentional community of approximately 

1,200 people who gather in the 3rd week of July near Roa-

noke, VA, to explore our interconnectedness, learn new 

ways of seeing our world and each other, delight in the 

joys of meeting old friends and making new ones, share 

outdoor adventures, dance, and sing. 

Together, we'll create a week of conversation, reflection, 

activity, nourishment, fun and family. "Let It Be A Dance" 

is this year's theme.  

Browse our 2013 catalog!  http://suusi.org 
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District Assembly, a journey 
with our teens - This year’s DA, 
held in Ft. Myers, was especially 
meaningful for our teens. Our 
Beacon group was joining several 
others around the state (we had 
Beacon groups from Tallahassee, 
Jacksonville-Buckman Bridge, Or-
lando-University UU and Sara-
sota), making us 20+ youth and 9 
advisers strong. We traveled for 
hours, most of us arriving late Fri-
day night, well after the opening 
service and worship. The kids 
were excited to be together, to 
represent our congregations and 

the youth of the District. We were also having our annual Youth Caucus during this time, when we plan 
the schedule for next year and elect our new District wide leadership.  
 We had originally planned to camp in a huge teepee on the lovely grounds of the Ft. Myers church, 
but due to a lack of electrical power, plans had to be changed on the spot. Thanks to the creativity and 
support of Leslie Gatto, we were welcomed into a wing of the classrooms, where we were able to spread 
out and make ourselves at home. We had our opening circle around midnight on Friday night, then had a 
brief meeting to set the format for the weekend, make meal plans and establish ground rules and sleeping 
arrangements. Most were asleep by 3:30.  
 Saturday morning we were up, breakfasted and at morning worship. We enjoyed the first portion 
of Mark Hick’s presentation, then retired to the largest classroom, that would be our meeting area, to work 
on planning for the worship service that evening. The District had honored our request to have Beacon 
plan and conduct the evening worship on Saturday and all the groups had been discussing ideas and pos-
sible portions of the service for a couple of months. We broke for a shared lunch with the other DA partici-
pants, then got ready for the Social Action choice of afternoon work-shops...the trip to Immokalee, to visit 
the CIW (Coalition of Immokalee Workers).  
 It was an amazing, heart rending and informative time, spent in a big circle of mostly rocking 
chairs, listening to the stories of a family who picked tomatoes here in Florida and other vegetables and 
fruit in other states. We learned portions of the history of the migrant workers, the conditions they face, 
the hard work of the CIW to improve the plight of all farm workers. We came away with knowledge, pas-
sion to make a difference, cards to fill out, letters to send, a greater respect for McDonald’s and a reason 
to ask our local Publix why they don’t support the one cent raise for tomato pickers. In the van on the way 
back to DA, one of our teens said that he was so glad he came, he would never have had that experience 
any where else and it really mattered.  
 We did a bit more planning and readied ourselves for the evening worship service. What an awe-
some job the teens did! Their theme was about being the heroes that Superman would want us to be. 
They spoke from their hearts, recited poetry that they had written, led songs, honored the District’s Un-
sung Hero, Eric Christensen, who has been a Youth Adviser for more than 14 years, had the sanctuary up 
on their feet clapping and singing, it was a beautiful sight to behold.  
 We enjoyed pizza for dinner, the ice cream social and dance party (the sanctuary was rocking!), 
then returned to the classroom for our Youth Caucus. That lasted well into the night, but was a work of 
thoughtful discussion, caring comments and sometimes long debate, as they chose new leaders for the 
coming Beacon year.  We are pretty excited to announce that our own Kinsey Barrett was elected Youth 
Continued on page 7 
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DA with our teens, continued…. 
Co-Chair...and one of our advisers, Chris Reid, was elected Adult Co-Chair. They will work to represent the 
Beacon groups of our District for the next year.  We have a calendar of CONs (short for Conference, held 
around the District over a weekend, hosted by a Beacon group, having a theme, workshops, worship, an 
amazing community) and will be reporting back to our congregations about our experiences and plans.  
 We shared breakfast, had a closing circle and left for our various congregations: a tired, happy and 
close-knit community of teens and adults, joined by our UU faith and our commitment to one another.  
Thanks UUUS, for all of your support and for your amazing teens!           Chris Reid, Youth Adviser 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in May, please 
see page 2, call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Book Discussion Group:  This group will meet on Saturday, May 25, at 10 am, at UUUS.  Their book for 
May is:  “Judgment Before Nuremberg” by Greg Dawson. From the author of Hiding in the Spotlight, 
the story of the Kharkov trials, forgotten by history, which sought justice for the thousands killed the 
Ukraine, a place also overlooked in the annals of the Holocaust.  When one thinks of the Holocaust, we 
think of Auschwitz, Dachau; and when we think of justice for this terrible chapter in history, we think of 
Nuremberg. Not of Russia or the Ukraine, and certainly not of a city called Kharkov. But in reality, the first 
war-crimes trial against the Nazis was in this idyllic, peaceful Ukrainian city, which is fitting, because it is 
also where the Holocaust actually began. Eighteen months before the end of World War II—two full years 
before the opening statement by the prosecution at Nuremberg—three Nazi officers and a Ukrainian col-
laborator were tried and convicted of war crimes and hanged in Kharkov’s public square. The trial is sym-
bolic of the larger omission of the Ukraine from the popular history of the Holocaust—another deep irony, 
as most of the first of the six million perished in the Ukraine long before Hitler and his lieutenant seven 
decided on the formalities of the Final Solution. 24 Pages of B&W  
 
For more info or to get on the info website contact Steve Hall at hallsorl@earthlink.net. We are always 
open for book suggestions.  
 
Circle Suppers:  Circle Suppers have begun again!  These evenings are a great way to get to know other 
members in the congregation on a casual basis as well as have a nice meal. Anyone interested in hosting 
or finding out more about circle suppers please contact Julie Symonds at jasymonds@yahoo.com.   
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, May 5th at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and investing. 
We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be knowl-
edgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!   
                                                           
Novel Book Group:   The group will be discussing THE ROUND HOUSE by Pulitzer Prize finalist Louise 
Erdrich. “An artfully balanced mystery, thriller and coming-of-age-story” (Minneapolis Star Tribune), the 
book delves into the moral and legal fallout of a savage assault on an Ojibwe woman near the sacred 
round house. An intricate web of state, tribal, Indian, and white justice and the equally complex ties of 
family and community relationships underlies this tale of good and evil, love and vengeance told by thir-
teen-year-old Joe. Join us on May 11 at 10:00 at Marilyn Stewart’s home. 
 

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering to-
gether to share food and conversation on Friday, May 17 – 6:30PM to 9:30PM at UUU.  Please contact Da-
vid McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net      
                                                         
The UUUS Women’s Group:  As of publication time, no information was available for the June plans of 
the Women’s Group.  Please contact either Jill Metz, Michelle Smith or Gina Busby for more details.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

 

 

 

 

 

May Day 

2 

 

 

 

 
National Day 

of Prayer 

3 4 

5 

Investment 

Club 11:45a 

 

 

 

Cinco De Mayo 

6 7 

Alliance at 

1U 

 

 

National 

Teacher Day 

8 

 

 

 

 

Board Meets 

7p 

9 10 11 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

12 
Potluck 

 

 

 

Mother’s 

Day 

13 14 
Alliance at 

1U 

15 

 

 

 

International 

Day of Fami-

lies 

16 17 

Men’s 

Group 6:30p 

 
Beacon goes to a 

CON at BBUUC 

(17-19) 

18 

 

 

 

 

Armed Forc-

es Day 

19 

New Member 

Orientation 

9:30a 

 

Annual 

Meeting  

20 

 

 

 

 

Victoria Day 

(Canada) 

21 
Alliance at 

1U 

22 23 24 25 

Book Group 

10a 

 

 
Buddha Day 

26 

**NO Chil-

dren’s RE** 
 

 

Social Con-

cerns 11:45 

27 

 

 

 

Memorial 

Day 

28 
Alliance at 

1U 

29 30 31 **SUNDAY 

JUNE 2ND 

KID’S RE: 

CEREAL 

MIXUP 

CELEBRA-

TION!!!** 

May 2013 

**Ongoing  

Sunday events: 

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a 

Adult RE 9:15a 

Children’s RE                     

9:30a  

Service 10:30a 
Beacon 12-2 pm 
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Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Secretary...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 
Trustee…Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Paula Despang...paula@orlandocounseling.net 

 
Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 

 info@universityuus.org 
 

Committee Chairs 

 
Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 
Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol.

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 

Sunday Service...Victor Montequin…montequi@yahoo.

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 
 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr… 

 
Youth 

 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams… 

 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

         Eric and Rachel Christensen… 
 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 
Beacon...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

 Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Cleve Williams…clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
 Kim Williams...kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

 
Activities 

 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 
 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 
Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 
Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 


