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Programs for April 

April 7:  Greg Cavenaugh, Ph.D. “What is a spiritual community?”              
Using the Buddhist concept of sangha ("the beloved community") as a starting point, this 
discussion will explore some of the functions of community-building in terms of promot-

ing and developing spiritual identity, as well as considering some of the dangers inherent 
in building too rigid a community.      

As a visiting Assistant Professor at Rollins College, Dr. Cavenaugh teaches courses in in-
terpersonal & intercultural communication, communication theory & ethics, rhetoric of 
religion, and introduction to media and cultural studies. His primary research areas are 
gender and communication and spiritual communication. 

April 14:  Terri Fine, Ph.D.  “The Establishment Clause of the First Amend-
ment:  Its Meaning and Purpose in Education Systems” 
This presentation will focus on how the “Establishment” and “Free Exercise” clauses differ 
from one another and how the U.S. Supreme Court has evaluated First Amendment chal-

lenges to the Establishment Clause.  One of the more highly contentious Establishment 
Clause foci have been K-12 public and private schools in their efforts to serve children in 

a diversity of educational settings while also keeping church and state separate. 

Professor Terri Fine has enlightened us with other programs and we look forward to wel-
coming her in April.  She is a Professor of Political Science and the Associate Director,  of 
the Lou Frey Institute of Politics and Government at The University of Central Florida. 

APRIL 21: "Spring Into Service" - Earth Day at UUUS  (Led by Martha Kirby and 
John McCormack)                                                                                             
Join our UUUS Community for a non-traditional morning service:  a brief introduction and 
honoring of Earth Day as an international movement bringing awareness of environmen-

tal issues and the need to protect and cherish our planet followed by actually "Springing 
into Service".  Wear something comfortable and join together in small groups to com-

plete a select number of tasks to enhance our own earth - our UUUS Home.   Tasks have 

been planned with attention to skills and physical abilities - there will be something for 
everyone.  Lunch at 11:45 provided by UUUS!  Please join in this opportunity to minister 

to our facilities and share in community with others. 

April 28:  Jill Vita and Paula Despang  "What's a Nice Druish Girl Doing in a 
Place Like This?"                                                                                        
Please join Jill and Paula as they talk about paganism in general and Wicca in particular 

and how they fit into the UU core values. This service will involve the elementary school 
age children as we will be having a Maypole dance at the end of the service.  There will 

be drumming and chanting and even a little magic! 
Jill has been practicing Wicca for over 20 years, finding herself more open to other areas 
of Paganism as she gets older.  She helped form at CUUPS chapter at their Fellowship in 
NY, convinced the minister in Lakeland Fl to allow a CUUPS chapter into their church and 
wonders if some folks at UUUS might be interested?  She works as an ER nurse by night 
and is a Mommy by day.  Paula states she is "a pagan not entirely out of the broom clos-
et".  She is a UUUS member and great singer for Jars of Jam! She works as a mental 
health professional. 
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President’s Message…. 
 
April is the beginning of a very busy time of year for UUUS and all UU congregations.  1st up:  District As-
sembly, this year in Ft. Myers, focusing on justice.  Dr. Mark A. Hicks, author of "Building the World We 
Dream About" and UU Ministry of the Earth's curriculum "Our Place in the Web of Life" will challenge us to 
expand our faith development.  It's not too late to register and car pool!  D. A. is a great opportunity to 
connect with other Florida UU's and to learn about our larger community.  
 
April is finally the month for our Every Member Gathering dinners.   Be sure and check your voice mails, 
answering machines, and e-mails regularly.  A member of the EMG Committee (this year it's the Board!) 
will be calling soon to reserve a seat for you at one of the tables.  Please don't miss this opportunity to 
connect with other members, review our past year, and discuss our future.  It's time to plan and dream 
together - and give every voice a chance to be heard. 
 
April is also the perfect time for Spring Cleaning at UUUS!  Please check out the Programs for April.  After 
our minds have been broadened by two professors, we'll be having a Community Day on the 21st.  Don't 
be scared - it really will be fun and not too taxing - and will enrich our community in many ways. 
 
One final note:  it takes many willing hands and hearts to make a strong community.  UUUS is blessed 
with a wonderful mix of members, talents, and enthusiasm.  Every Sunday just look around and you'll see 
our members working to make Sunday special in so many different ways.  Take time to thank each other 
and remember to focus on the good - what went right and was done well.  If something doesn't quite 
work out - let's be forgiving and kind, remembering we're all volunteers with "helping hands, loving hearts, 
and open minds".  Let's treat each other gently so that our actions reflect our values and our respect for 
the principles that guide our faith. 
 
 
Warmly, 
 
Martha 

Alliance Programs for April: 
 
Young or old, male or female everyone is welcome to attend any Alliance meeting. Here is the schedule 
for April:  
 
April 2: The last meeting of the current Board. What a good group it has been! Non board members will 
continue putting the Ongoing Bazaar back together after the Spring Garage Sale. Bring a bag lunch from 
home. 
April 9: Bring a bag lunch as we work on polishing up the Ongoing Bazaar. 
April 16: Sandwich Making Day: 250 Baloney and Cheese sandwiches are planned. But for members it's 
bring a bag lunch from home. 
April 23: Our Annual Meting: A big Pot Luck luncheon,  election of new officers, and annual reports on dif-
ferent charities that the Alliance assists.  
April 30: Normally a day for a speaker but today we will continue sprucing up the Ongoing Bazaar. Dona-
tions are always accepted! 
 
Special thanks to all members of 1U  and UUU who donated so many wonderful items for the Spring Gar-
age Sale. And even more special thanks to those of you who came out to assist in the set up, operation 
and clean up of the event. We couldn't have done it without you! 
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INQUIRING MINDS...have greatly benefited from Professor  Charles Kimball lectures on Comparative 
Religion.  As his schedule permits, he will return to speak to us on other topics of particular interest 
for UUUS Members.   We have also instituted an "Open Mic Sunday," held on the second Sunday of each 
month.   Here our participants introduce a variety of topics for discussion.  Inquiring Minds meet each 
Sunday morning, from 9:15 to 10:15, in the large room of the RE Building.  Please contact Roy Scherer 
(royhsch60@aol.com) for more information. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS: 

 

On Sunday, March 31st, we welcomed our newest members to the UUUS congregation: 
 
Josh and Kristin Lauer and their son, Sammy 
 
Al and Katie Brandes and their daughter, Thalia 
 
We are so happy that you joined us and look forward to getting to know you better!   
 
 
 

 
Come and Join Us for… 
Visitor Welcome Class 

Sunday March 7th at 9:30 am at UUUS 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist faith and its ori-
gins. First time visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism will learn about the principles 
that guide us, this history behind us and receive a brief overview about the organization.  If you 
are interested in attending this class please stop in the office and RSVP, email: in-
fo@universityuus.org or call 407-737-4018. 
 

1U invites you to imagine… “Congregations and Beyond” 
What might the UU community of Central Florida look like tomorrow and in the future?  “...the reality of 
today’s world is that not everyone who shares our core values will want to become part of a traditional 
congregation.  The fact that so many share our values is an enormous opportunity, not a  problem.  The 
future relevance of our faith may well depend on whether we can create a religious movement beyond, as 
well as within, the parish.”  Peter Morales, “Congregations and Beyond” 

Attend one session or all three! 

Session 1:  Sunday, April 7; 5-6pm  “Congregations and Beyond” – what could this mean? 

Session 2:  Sunday, April 14; 5-6pm “Connecting Through New Technologies” 

Session 3:  Sunday, April 21; 5-6pm “Connecting by Lowering Congregational Walls” 
First Unitarian Church of Orlando, 1901 E. Robinson Street, Hiett Library 5-6pm Sundays,  

Apri l  7, 14, 21, 2013 
All  are welcome to share in this creative discussion  
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A Word from UUUS Social Concerns Committee  
 
The Social Concerns Committee meets the 4th Sunday of each month after service.  We welcome new 
members and new ideas for ways in which we can serve our community – both locally and globally.  
Please join us on April 28 at 12:00 for our next meeting. 
 
Thank you to all UUUS members who volunteered this week for the Family Promise program.  Family 
Promise, f/k/a Interfaith Hospitality Network, serves homeless families in Orange and Seminole counties.  
A network of churches provides a week-at-a-time overnight housing for up to 4 families and their children 
on a rotating basis.  UUUS has signed on as a support church for the First United Methodist Church of 
Oviedo who has been part of this wonderful program for over 12 years.  Our next support opportunity will 
be June 16 – 22.  Volunteers are needed for evening and weekend shifts as well as overnight.  More to 
follow as the date comes closer. 
 
Saturday, April 13, is the date of Family Promises “Taking Strides towards a New Beginning” Walk – one of 
their major annual fundraisers.   This is a family-friendly activity.  A flyer with more information is posted 
at UUUS, elsewhere in this newsletter, and at www.familypromiseorlando.org.  A wonderful way to 
spend a spring morning. 
 
Social Concerns also coordinates UUUS’ Share-the-Plate program.  April’s recipient of our generosity will be 
the Coalition for the Homeless in Orlando.  www.centralfloridahomeless.org is their website.  Check their 
list of current immediate needs and keep them in mind as you shop.   We’ll be glad to deliver for you if 
needed. 
   
The Coalition is now the largest provider of homeless services in Central Florida.  Their mission is to trans-
form the lives of homeless men, women and children by providing crucial services to end their crisis of 
homelessness.  The Coalition helps over 750 people each day and is one of the few emergency shelters 
that accept intact families in Central Florida. On any given night, the Coalition provides services to over 
250 children, with a current average age of 8 years old. Last year, the Coalition served more than 300,000 
meals.  
 
As a committee, we’re looking at planning programs on water conservation, bullying, and other current 
and timely topics and are looking into speakers on economic justice, fair food and fair wages.   Please con-
sider joining us to share your ideas and passions.  We’d like to find a community wide project in which all 
UUUS will be inspired to participate – and change our name to Social Action! 
socialconcerns@universityuus.org    Let us know what you’re thinking! 

 

 
“Religion 101” Series to Feature Unitarian Universalism. On Tuesday, April 9, at 7:00 pm 
at the Holocaust Center (851 North Maitland Avenue, Maitland, FL 32751), the Reverend Kathy 
Schmitz (http://www.orlandouu.org/index.php?
option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=203&Itemid=206) will present an over-
view of Unitarian Universalism. For more detail, go to the Holocaust Center’s website http://
www.holocaustedu.org/events/community_presentations/. On May 7, all eight of the series pre-
senters will serve on a panel answering your questions about religion in general or a faith tradi-
tion in particular. 
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NFWM Florida Organizer Position & DeLand FL Office Closing  
 Over the past two years, the National Farm Worker Ministry (NFWM) has been reviewing its mis-
sion and program goals, which has led to the development of an organizational strategy approved by the 
NFWM Board at their January 2013 board meeting. Because of this, the difficult determination has been 
made that we will be closing our DeLand Florida office and ending our part-time Florida Organizer position 
effective March 28, 2013.  
 NFWM will continue to support our farm worker partners in Florida, including the Farmworker Asso-
ciation of Florida, the Coalition of Immokalee Workers, and Allianza de Mujeres Activas and we will contin-
ue to provide education and action opportunities with our faith partners who have stood with NFWM and 
justice for farm workers for so many years. NFWM's Orlando office as well as our Youth & Young Adult 
program will continue. NFWM's long standing Pinellas Support Committee of the NFWM and the Sarasota 
Support Committee also continue to help carry out NFWM's mission in Florida. 
 NFWM thanks Roberta (Bert) Perry for her many years of service to the National Farm Worker Min-
istry and La Causa. Bert has been a part of many of the major farm worker campaigns and victories, from 
the United Farm Workers' 1984 organizing convention in Lakeland, Fl, through the Farm Labor Organizing 
Committee's Campbell Soup and Mt. Olive boycotts, to the Coalition of Immokalee Workers' historic month
-long hunger strike in 1998. Through boycotts, marches, hurricanes, freezes, support committee meetings, 
and church meetings and presentations, Bert's passion and tenacity have gained her the respect of many 
in Florida and around the country. The Board and staff honor Bert's dedication and service to the cause of 
justice for farm workers and wish her well in the future. After March 28th, personal messages to Bert may 
be sent to her email address: genesis514@aol.com. 
 NFWM thanks our Florida supporters and looks forward to your continuing engagement in our work 
for farm worker justice. 
 To be in contact with the National Farm Worker Ministry, please contact Susan Alan, Associate Di-
rector (314-726-6470 or salan@nfwm.org or NFWM, 438 N. Skinker Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63130) or Nico 
Gumbs, FL NFWM/YAYA Organizer (386-801-1232 or ngumbs@nfwm.org ).  

FLORIDA DISTRICT OF THE UUA ANNUAL ASSEMBLY  
April 12 - 14, 2013   UU Church of Ft. Myers 

Leaning Toward Justice 
Featuring Dr. Mark A. Hicks 

Keynoter Dr. Mark A. Hicks is a Unitarian Universalist educator, musician, and advocate for social change. He has 

challenged Unitarian Universalists to expand faith development to include the developmental needs of people target-

ed for social oppression.Choose from these Saturday Workshops (1-4 pm): 

* Leaning Toward Justice - Dr. Mark Hicks. An opportunity to go deeper with the ideas and strategies presented by 

Dr. Hicks. This will be a highly interactive and transformative session. 

* Managing Congregational Conflict - Connie Goodbread, Southern Region Congregational Life Consultant. Con-

flict can be a good thing-or not! In this workshop, you'll encounter creative ways to not let conflict derail good rela-

tionships or undermine your ministries. You'll also get tips on how to use conflict as a way of going to a deeper, rich-

er place with relationships in your congregation. 

* Congregational Leadership Development - Kathy McGowan, Southern Region Congregational Life Consultant. 

New to our CL Staff, Kathy will engage you in ways to recruit and develop effective leaders for your congregation. 

* Dream Builders: New Directions for the Florida District - District Board. 

The 2010 Orlando Platform called for Unitarian Universalists to work across congregations by utilizing the learning 

and skills of our wise sages or elders. Your District Board is actively committed to broadening the ways members can 

serve members within and between our congregations. Come learn about the Dream we are Building. 

* UUA 2013 General Assembly: From Promise to Commitment - Rev. Randy Becker, Key West. This year's GA 

focuses on learning how a "covenantal" faith works. More than guidelines for good behavior, a Covenant is a heart 

commitment to growth together in love and in justice. Additionally, you'll learn how new technology is expanding the 

ability of congregations to participate in the GA without ever leaving home. Randy is among the leaders in "remote" 

participation; he'll share the how's and why's. 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in April, 
please see page 2, call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Book Discussion Group:  The non-fiction Book Club will meet on Saturday, April 27, 2013 at 10:00 A.M. 
at  UUUS. The thought provoking and historical book “A.D. 381: Heretics, Pagans and the Dawn of the 
Monotheistic State,” by Charles Freeman, will be discussed. In A.D. 381 the Emperor Theodosius issued a 
decree that required the belief in the Holy Trinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost by his subjects. The 
emperor decided to bring to an end the vexatious controversy about the nature of God. Confusion ensued 
as politicians, church leaders and even other emperors had their input into the theological discussions. 
There was chaos. We all know the final outcome of the suppression of paganism and the diversity of reli-
gion but do you know about the beginning and the controversy in the middle? Join us for another lively 
discussion on April 27th. For more info or to get on the info website contact Steve Hall at hall-
sorl@earthlink.net. We are always open for book suggestions.  
 
Circle Suppers:  Circle Suppers have begun again!  These evenings are a great way to get to know other 
members in the congregation on a casual basis as well as have a nice meal. Anyone interested in hosting 
or finding out more about circle suppers please contact Julie Symonds at jasymonds@yahoo.com.   
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, April 7th at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and investing. 
We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be knowl-
edgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!   
                                                           
Novel Book Group:  The group will be discussing ROOM by Emma Donohue on April 13 at 10:00 at Mari-
lyn Stewart’s home. The book is narrated by a 5-year-old boy growing up in a locked room with his captive 
mother. Will they escape? Will Jack’s mother be able to protect him in the outside world he has never 
known? This highly acclaimed novel is a spell-binding and beautifully written tale of fear and love and 
hope. 
 

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering to-
gether to share food and conversation on Friday, April 26th, at 6:30 pm.  Please contact David McElroy for 
more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net      
                                                         
The UUUS Women’s Group:  Please join us for our monthly meeting.  We hope to have a speaker lined 
up for this month’s gathering, so stay tuned for more information.  Please bring a snack to share and we 
hope to see you on  Friday April 26th, at 7 pm at UUUS, in the main room of the RE building. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

**Ongoing  

Sunday events: 

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a 

Adult RE 9:15a 

Children’s RE                     

9:30a  

Service 10:30a 
Beacon 12-2 pm 

1 2 

Alliance at 1U 

3 4 5 6 

7 

Investment 

Group 11:45a 

8 9 
Alliance at 1U 

10 

 

 

 

 

Board Meets 

7p 

11 12 

 

District As-

sembly—Ft. 

Myers 4/12-

4/14 

13 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

14 

Potluck 

15 16 
Alliance at 1U 

17 18 19 20 

21 

 

Council meets 

11:45a 

22 

 

 

 

 

Earth Day 

23 
Alliance at 1U 

24 25 26 

 

Men’s Group 

6:30p UUUS 

 

Women’s 

Group 7p 

27 

Non-Fiction 

Book Group 

10a UUUS 

28 

Social Con-

cerns meets 

11:45a 

29 30 
Alliance at 1U 

    

April 2013 
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32817 

UNIVERSITY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY  

Phone: 407 737-4018 
Email: info@universityuus.org 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Secretary...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 
Trustee…Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Paula Despang...paula@orlandocounseling.net 

 
Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 

 info@universityuus.org 
 

Committee Chairs 

 
Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 
Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol.

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 

Sunday Service...Victor Montequin…montequi@yahoo.

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 
 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr… 

 
Youth 

 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams… 

 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

         Eric and Rachel Christensen… 
 HighGear3@gmail.com 

 
Beacon...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

 Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Cleve Williams…clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
 Kim Williams...kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

 
Activities 

 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 
 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 
Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 
Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 


