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UNIVERSITY UUS              
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PROGRAMS FOR DECEMBER 
 
 

Dec 2  Stephanie Williams of the Central Florida Zoo  “Our Intercon-
nected Web of Life” 
Stephanie Williams, Director of Education at the Central Florida Zoo and Botanical 
Gardens since 1999, will be speaking about something very important: respect for 
the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.  (Our 7th princi-
ple.) She is bringing several surprise guests!  Ms. Williams graduated from the 
University of Florida with a Bachelors in Wildlife Ecology and Natural Resource 
Conservation and earned her Masters in Science Education at the University of 
Central Florida. 
 
Dec 9  Rev. Mark Spivey, Evangelical Minister   Christianity, as part of 
our year long focus on world religions.  Rev. Spivey will be speaking as an 
evangelical minister, delivering a classic Gospel of Christ sermon.  He will address 
the basic tenets of Christian history and the message of Grace through Jesus 
Christ.  Mark is a well known speaker at UUUS, who is a Master Theologian with a 
specialty in Christology, having graduated with honors and awards in the field.  
He served Hospice for many years, is an accomplished author and is in private 
practice.     Potluck Sunday 
   
Dec 16  RE Children’s Service    "A Christmas Menorah" 
This will be a multi media true story about the town of Billings, Montana and how 
they pulled together in the winter holidays to stand against hatred and vio-
lence.This intergenerational service will include an interpretation of the story by 
the children of UUUS RE. "In a world filled with fear, how can we learn 
courage? In a world filled with violence, how can we learn peaceful so-
lutions? In a world filled with religious and racial division, how can peo-
ple learn unity and cooperation? " 
 
Dec 23   "Sharing Our Holiday Memories" 
This Holiday service will be unique, just like each and every congregant of the 
UUUS. Paula Despang will lead us in a sharing circle in which those who are will-
ing and able will share a favorite holiday memory. 
 
Dec 30  Lou Murray   “What the Bible Doesn't Say”                                         

Lou Murray, one of our members, taught an adult Sunday School in a Christian 
Church many years ago in a rural Appalachian town. Today, she will discuss a 
particular Sunday's lesson when she asked the question, "How many of you be-
lieve every word of the Bible?" 
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Happy Holiday Fellow UUU’ers! 

No, I’m not trying to be politically correct – I’m just enjoying the feeling of happiness 
that starts with Thanksgiving and carries me through New Year’s and beyond.  I so en-
joy all the opportunities for connections that this time of year generates – between 
friends and families, co-workers, and other wonderful people we interact with every 
day.  What a blessing it is to be able to give and receive – not presents and stuff – but 
smiles, hugs, and love.  I hope the holiday spirit warms your heart as much as 
mine.  Enjoy all the fun and save some time and energy for those less fortunate.  UUUS 
has many ways to help:  our socks and propane drive for Pine Ridge and Porcupine Res-
ervations; toys for the Hope Community of Apopka; Youth RE’s campaign for Heifer In-
ternational; volunteering during Christmas week for Family Promise in Oviedo; and many 

more individual opportunities, as well.  Let’s work together to share the Spirit of the Season with as many 
hearts as possible.   We all benefit from shared joy.    Take care!  See you at UUUS! 

Warmly, 

Martha  

Alliance News...submitted by Dayle Steakley 
Alliance members put together 55 packets of new underwear (t-shirt, briefs, and socks) and sent them off 
with the Coalition for the Homeless to give to those men living in the woods.  Friday, November 30 the 
women put together an outstanding Holiday Bazaar in the Gore Hall foyer.   The Holiday Bazaar will run 
from Nov. 30 to Dec 18.  Generally it will be open every Sunday morning from 9 to 2, Tuesday mornings 
during Alliance meetings, 10:30am to 1:00pm.  It will be open some Saturdays from 9-2.  Actually any 
time you are in the church building you are welcome to shop the Holiday Bazaar and pay on the honor 
system as we do at the ongoing Bazaar!  Raffle tickets for Gourmet Christmas baskets will begin on Dec. 9 
(this funds the purchase of men's underwear gift sets for homeless men.) and are available through mem-
bers at 1U and UUUS. 

December at the Alliance...  
December is a super busy month for the Alliance.  In addition to the board meeting (1st Tuesday) and 
sandwich making (3rd Tuesday) we will be setting up (on November 30) and manning the Annual Christ-
mas Boutique (open for business December 2 to December 18.)    The annual Christmas Tea will be at the 
University Unitarian Universalist Society on Dec. 11 starting at 2:00 pm (Bring tasty finger foods.) Our 
schedule is so full that the Alliance White Elephant gift exchange has been postponed until the January 
8. weekly meeting.   Please remember to bring in jackets, coats and sweaters which will be gratefully re-
ceived by the homeless people who live in the woods.  Primarily men and women styles but children's siz-
es can also be put to good use.  Alliance invites any and all UU's to join us for any of the above dates. 
 

UUUS Hosts Annual Alliance Christmas Tea…. 
 
Please join us for our annual Christmas Tea!  Hosted by UUUS, it will be held December 11th at 2 pm.  
Members, friends and guests come together from 1U and UUUS to celebrate our participation in the Alli-
ance and of the many friendships that have grown over the years.  Bring a finger food or dessert to share 
and come join in the fun!  Past years have included amazing treats, wonderful fellowship and even multi-
cultural singing!    If you are a UUUS member, please look for the sign up sheet in the sanctuary or talk to 
Kathy Anderson, we would love to have you join us! 
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Religious Exploration With Our Young...Attendance in RE has been a consistent 22-25 chil-

dren.   We have a good 4 classes of children each week with the largest age group in the lower elemen-
tary class; sometimes Michelle is teaching 10 children in a morning lesson! If every child showed up on the 
same week we would have more than 30 children.  How about that! 
 
CHILDREN'S SERVICE ON DECEMBER 16TH...-- A CHRISTMAS MENORA - How a Town 
Fought  Hate!  The World Religion studies are on holiday hiatus while the children prepare for the Chil-
dren's service presented on December 16th -- their talk is titled "A Christmas Menorah."  It will be a 
multi media true story about the town of Billings, Montana and how they pulled together in the winter holi-
days to stand against hatred and violence.    A few of the children will act as Service Leaders -- and the 
talk will cover the story as well as video of our children's interpretation of these events.  "In a world 
filled with fear, how can we learn courage? In a world filled with violence, how can we learn 
peaceful solutions? In a world filled with religious and racial division, how can people learn 
unity and cooperation? " 
 
RE and Social Action! 
APOPKA FARMWORKERS!  They will also have two social action projects -- We will call again for our annu-
al TOY DRIVE to benefit the Apopka farm worker's holiday store run by the Hope Community Center.  The 
first two Sunday's in December 2, and 8th, we will be collecting Toys to take to their holiday store.  Please 
bring new, unwrapped toys.  If it has a price tag, please leave it on (don't remove).  Need and idea?  The 
Hope Community Center finds these toys go the quickest: 

· Balls – soccer, volleyball, football, basketball, baseballs, gloves & bats, etc.  

· Dolls over $10, especially ethnic dolls.    

· Electronic games or board games for middle school children.  
· Bicycles, skate boards, scooters, helmets, tricycles, wagons  

· CD players, radios, portable stereos, watches, cameras  
· Good arts and crafts kits, and good, colorful reading books  

· Perfume, make-up, jewelry, and other gifts and games for young girls  
· Educational games and books in English and Spanish  

· Children’s socks, underwear, play clothing, etc.  

· Toys, clothing, diapers and blankets for babies and toddlers  
· Cars and trucks of all kinds, especially large ones  

Some items that are no longer of much interest are:  
· stuffed animals   

· cheaper dolls and toys   

· the board games – Chutes and Ladders, Candy Land, and Checkers  
· Barbie and Bratz   

· coloring books and small books    
 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL Also the children will be working to support the Heifer Project -- we will be 
hosting a "Bake Sale" on Sunday December 16 before the children's service to raise funds. The children 
are hoping to get enough money to buy chicks, or rabbits or bees to give to families and make a differ-
ence in our wider community!  There are donation jars in the two classrooms if you would have change 
and would like to donate -- They are also making holiday cards for sale to donate to the project as a gift --
- buy a card for $5 and send a donation to our Heifer fund as a perfect holiday gift or wish! 
 

NO RE DECEMBER 30TH -- We will not be holding RE on Dec. 30th.  There will be childcare during ser-

vice -- but no lesson at 9:30 and no after service care.   
 
TILE SUCCESS! Just to let you know…. we were able to add about $200 to the Community Auction total 
with the children's work on the tile trivet sale.  Please thank the children for participating in fund raising 
for our community.  We can be very proud that they are working to do their part!  Thanks!!!!!! 
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ADULT RE, INQUIRING MINDS AND RE TEENS UNITE FOR CLASS ON CHRISITANITY, DEC. 9th 
 
Please join us in the large room of the RE building, as we welcome Rev. Mark Spivey, who will speak to us 
on Christianity.  This class is the first in a series based on many of the world’s religions that are being 
planned by Adult RE, in concert with our RE classes, whose theme this year is World Religions.  Rev. 
Spivey is a Master Theologian with a specialty in Christology, having graduated with honors and awards in 
the field.  We are pleased to incorporate the teen class invite all who are interested to join us!  Rev. 
Spivey will also be delivering the sermon that Sunday as an Evangelical Christian Minister. 

 
Inquiring Minds has planned an intriguing series of topics for our winter semes-
ter.  We meet Sundays @ 9:15 in the Outback Room.  To be added to our mailing 
list to learn of our weekly topics, contact Roy @ royhsch60@aol.com. 

UUUS Celebrates Our 20th Anniversary in 2013! 
 
Mark your calendars now for a special evening event on Saturday, January 19th followed on Sunday, Janu-
ary 20th by a special Sunday service lead by our 1st president & founding member, Karl Peters.   Other 
events and celebrations will be held throughout the year.   Stay Tuned! 
 
UUUS Memory Book - Photos and Memories Needed!! 
 
Marilyn Stewart and Julie Symonds are putting this together.  Please share your stories, pictures, and oth-
er memorabilia with these ladies as soon as you find them - the pictures or the ladies! 

The 2nd Annual UUUS Community Auction  - came to a close just as the Holiday Season began, and 
what a present to the UUUS it was. This year , UU’s stepped up to the plate with enough donations for 65 
auctions! We had so many wonderful offers of goods and services: from electrical and computer work to 
crochet and piñata workshops; from Jars of Jam to “A Christmas Carol”; from Disney tours to snake milk-
ing; from candy making to home-cooked meals; from Scotch tasting to dinner and a game show; and from 
handmade jewelry and scarves to paintings by our talented members. 
 
UU’s also bid very generously, with a final tally of $2,627 for our community! The Board already has plans 
for these funds: in addition to adding “BACK” to our emergency fund for unforeseen issues in the 
“FUTURE,” it will help with much needed additions to our fellowship like a swing for our youngest 
“UUUSers,” blinds for our multi-purpose room, and pavers for the RE/Meeting building. 
 
By now, all the individual notes of thanks and winners’ certificates have been sent out, but the Auction 
Team would like to send out a general "thank you" to all the benefactors for their generous donations 
(including our RE kids for making those lovely and useful tile trivets) and the bidders for their big-hearted 
offers. We’d also like to thank all those who helped with set-up and clean-up and behind the scenes work. 
 
This auction wasn’t just a fundraiser; it was also a community builder. It allowed many of us to share our 
talents and abilities with fellow members of our community and for many more to get to know each other a 
little better—from the young to the seniors. Regardless of who won what, the UUUS and all its congre-
gants are the true winners! 
 
Thank you from the UUUS Service Auction Team!                           
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Remember the sky you were born under,  

know each of the star’s stories. 

Remember the moon, know who she is. 

Remember the sun’s birth at dawn, 

that is the strongest point of time.  

Remember sundown and the giving away to night. 

Remember your birth, how your mother struggled  

to give you form and breath. You are evidence of  

her life, and her mother’s, and hers. 

Remember your father. He is your life, also. 

Remember the earth whose skin you are:  

red earth, black earth, yellow earth, white earth  

brown earth, we are earth. 

Remember the plants, trees, animal life all have their  

tribes, their families, their histories, too. Talk to them,  

listen to them. They are alive poems. 

Remember the wind. Remember her voice. She knows the  

origin of this universe. 

Remember you are all people and all people are you. 

Remember you are this universe and this universe is you. 

Remember all is in motion, is growing, is you. 

Remember language comes from this. 

Remember the dance language is, that life is. 

Remember.  

 

(Joy Harjo, 1951 - )  



PAGE 6 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 13, ISSUE 12  

GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS and 1st 

Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the homeless.  Come and 
join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in December, please see page 2, call Kathy 

Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Book Discussion Group:  The Book Group will meet on December 1st and not again until January 25th, the 4th 
Saturday of January, 2013. The November/December book is "STRATEGIC VISION: America and the Crisis of Global 

Power"' by Zbigniew Brzezinski, published in 2012. Robert Gates, US Secretary of Defense 2006-20011, states that 
the book is, "..a much-needed wake-up call regarding the international repercussions if America fails to address its 

multiple domestic crises successfully..." Mr. Brzezinski is known to have unparalleled expertise in matters of foreign 

policy. Join us on Dec.1st as we discuss the future of our country at home and abroad. For more information   For 
further information, contact Steve Hall at hallsorl@earthlink.net  

Circle Suppers:  Circle Suppers have begun again!  These evenings are a great way to get to know other members 
in the congregation on a casual basis as well as have a nice meal. Anyone interested in hosting or finding out more 

about circle suppers please contact Julie Symonds at jasymonds@yahoo.com.   
. 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next scheduled 
meeting is Sunday, Dec. 2nd at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and investing. We welcome people 

who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You 

are invited to join us!   
                                                           

Novel Book Group:  There was no information about plans for a December meeting. Please contact Marilyn for fur-
ther information:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com 

 

Scrabble Club:   NOTE: The Scrabble Club will meet for the last time on the first Tuesday of December, 12/4.   
Games start on time at 7 PM and end at 10 PM.  For those who have attended, it has been fun!  Many thanks to 

Robert Sulzer for offering this opportunity to UUUS.  Contact Robert Sulzer if you have any questions at 407-247-
1260.   

 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering together to 

share food and conversation in December.  The date was not available at the time of publication.  Please contact 

David McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net      
                                                         

The UUUS Women’s Group:  The Women’s Group is not planning any events in December, due to the full sched-
ules of everyone over the holidays.  Please be thinking about the 5th Annual Women’s Retreat, planned for January 

25-26th...put it on your calendar! If you would like to help with planning, or if you have a workshop to of-

fer, please see Jill, Gina, or Julie. Many wishes for happy holidays to all. 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER AT UUUS…. 
 
PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US FOR DINNER ON CHRISTMAS DAY.  
WE MEET AT NOON TO VISIT AND ENJOY SNACKS, THEN SIT 
DOWN TOGETHER FOR OUR CHRISTMAS FEAST AT 1PM.  
PLEASE BRING A DISH TO SHARE.  THERE IS A SIGN UP SHEET 
IN THE SANCTUARY.  QUESTONS?  PLEASE GIVE KATHY AN-
DERSON A CALL. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

**Ongoing  

Sunday events: 

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a 

Adult RE 9:15a 

Children’s RE                     

9:30a  

Service 10:30a 
Beacon 12-2 pm 

     1 

Book Group 

10a 

2Investment 

Club 11:45 

 
Alliance Holiday 

Bazaar at 1U 

12/2-12/18 

3 4 

Alliance at 

1U 

5 6 7Beacon Snow-

CONe 7th-9th 

 

 

Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance 

8 

9Adult RE World 

Religion Class-

Christianity 9:15a 

Potluck 

1st day of Ha-

nukkah 

10 11 

Alliance 

Christmas 

Tea at 

UUUS 2pm 

12 

 

 

 

Board Meet-

ing 7p 

13 14 15 

16 

Council 12p 

 

Last day of 

Hanukkah 

17 18 
Alliance at 

1U 

19 20 21 

 

 
Winter Begins 

22 

23 24 25 

 
 

Merry  

Christmas 

26 

 

Boxing Day 

 

Kwanzaa 

27 28 29 

30 31 

 

 

New Year’s 

Eve 

     

December 2012 
Events, holidays, meetings and programs of interest to the UUUS Community 



11648 McCulloch Rd. 
Orlando, Florida 
32817 

UNIVERSITY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY  

Phone: 407 737-4018 
Email: info@universityuus.org 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Secretary...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 
Trustee…Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Paula Despang...paula@orlandocounseling.net 

 
Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 

 info@universityuus.org 
 

Committee Chairs 

 
Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 
Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Paula Despang...paula@orlandocounseling.net    
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol.com      

 Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 

Sunday Service...Victor Montequin…montequi@yahoo.com 

 and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 
 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr… 

 
Youth 

Owl...Kim Carter-Williams… 
 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

         Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

 HighGear3@gmail.com 
Beacon...Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

            HighGear3@gmail.com 
 Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

 Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Cleve Williams…clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
 Kim Williams...kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

 
Activities 

 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 
 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 
Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 
Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart…

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Scrabble...Robert and Alice Sul-
zer...sulzer4444@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 


