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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

DECEMBER PROGRAMS   

December 7th... Rev. Mark Spivey  "What Christmas Means to Us: A Look 
At How Our Children Feel About the Holidays" 

We invite the children to join us for this special service where we will look 
thru their eyes to explore the meaning of the holiday season. We expect a 
lively exchange as Rev. Spivey puts on his Art Linkletter hat to interact with the 
children.  

December 14... Rev. Mark Spivey "What Christmas Means to Us: Where 
Our Beliefs Come From" 

Rev Spivey presents this continuation service to trace where we formed our be-
liefs and feelings about the holidays. He is a spiritual care counselor for Hos-
pice of Volusia-Flagler.     POTLUCK SUNDAY 

December 21...  UUUS Voices   "A Cross- Cultural Holiday Celebration" 

Join us for our special holiday celebration which will highlight the  strands 
of  many traditions of which we are a part. We will light candles, sing, hear 
readings and perform rituals. Voices young and young at heart will be featured.  

December 28... Courtney Roberts " The Star of the Magi" 

Please join us to welcome Courtney back to speak on her newest book. She is 
well known to bring an excellent balance of astrological, historical and scrip-
tural knowledge to her presentations. This journey to the heart of the Christian 
mysteries is paved with undogmatic conclusions and highlighted with dogged 
research.   

University UUS offers live streaming of the services! What this means is that if you're 
unable to attend the service while its going on, you can still listen to the service /as its 
happening/ instead of waiting for the recorded version to be put on the Internet. To 
listen to the service, visit http://www.universityuus.org/audio.htm and follow the direc-
tions there. 

ANNUAL ALLIANCE TEA 
Once again, we have the pleasure of hosting the Alli-
ance Tea at UUUS!  Join us on Tuesday, December 9, 
2008, from 2-4 pm.  Please bring a sweet or treat to 
share and come share the holiday spirit with this 
wonderful group!  Please call the office for more de-
tails. All are welcome. 
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An Open Letter to Unitarian Universalists Re-
garding 2008 Marriage/Family Ballot Initia-
tives 
November 6, 2008 
 
From Rev. William G. Sinkford 
President, Unitarian Universalist Association 
 
Dear Friends:  
Thousands of you worked tirelessly to promote equality during the long months leading up to Tuesday’s 
elections. I want to take this opportunity to thank you and to honor your efforts to defeat divisive ballot 
measures in California, Florida, Arizona, and Arkansas. This work was—and remains—profoundly impor-
tant, in spite of disappointing results at the polls. Please know that your work was not in vain. 
 
I know that your hearts are heavy, because mine is, too. We are all saddened by the setbacks to family 
and marriage rights. We empathize with bisexual, gay, lesbian, and transgender people and their allies in 
these four states and beyond. The defeats are hard, but I truly believe that they are temporary.  
Our faith community will continue to fight for marriage equality for all people, regardless of sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity. We will continue to offer steadfast and passionate support for all bisexual, gay, 
lesbian, and transgender people. And we will continue to defend the rights of all committed couples to 
marry and to extend loving family environments to children in need. 
 
Marriage equality will one day be a reality throughout the country. As we mourn our recent losses, we also 
renew our commitment to education, advocacy, and love. In spite of the setbacks, we are making pro-
gress, one state at a time. Justice is knocking, and our work is helping to open a very heavy door.  
Our patience, passion, and determination will carry us through the disappointments. We will continue to 
stand on the side of love. And we will win, because love will win. 
 
In faith, 
Bill Sinkford 

More from the UUA...eople of Faith, Standing on the Side of Love - New Video from UUA        

          In light of the defeat of Proposition 8 in California and similar blows experienced on election day 
which restrict the rights of bisexual, gay, lesbian, queer, and transgender people, the Unitarian Universal-
ist Association has produced a video which makes clear the support of people of faith for marriage equal-
ity.  
          The video uses images, gathered from Unitarian Universalists across North America, who have ad-
vocated for marriage equality or been joined in equal marriage; the video also celebrates the role of Uni-
tarian Universalist clergy in officiating at these services. See the video at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nz8omkCTvQA .        

 
Adult RE:  We conclude our calendar year grateful for many things; among them is our vibrant Adult RE 
(aka UUUS Breakfast Club) which meets each Sunday from 9-10 @ the Holiday Inn Select Hotel near 
UCF.  Each week we tackle a subject of interest which has been selected by one of our members.  Prior to 
our meeting the discussion leader has e-mailed an article or a web link so we can gain more information 
on the topic.  To be added to our contact list, contact Roy Scherer @ royhsch60@aol.com and in the title 
line write, "Add To Adult RE Contact List." 



We say goodbye to one of our members, Laurence Lustig , 91, who died October 31, 2008 of a bro-
ken heart after the recent loss of his beloved wife, Harriet, having been married nearly seventy years. He 
is survived by his son, Jonathan, as well as by cherished relatives and good friends. Laurence and Harriet 
were snowbirds, spending a few months in New York before returning to their condo in Florida. In addition 
to the photography and art design from which he made a living, Laurence was a talented painter of award 
winning watercolors as well as a talented craftsman of museum quality carvings. He also helped furnish 
his home with hand-made furniture. Both Laurence and Harriet were excellent cooks who took pleasure in 
preparing special dinners for family and friends! In addition to a shared interest in good food, both were 
passionate about politics, reading, music--(until Laurence lost his hearing)--the theater, museums, nature, 
and travel. Both were daily fans of the New York Times and in Laurence's case, the crossword puzzle! 
While his wife remained loyal to the paper and pen, Laurence was an enthusiastic early computer hobbyist 
and one of the first to log on to AOL! He and his son emailed each other daily until shortly before his 
death! Laurence and Harriet took an active interest in community affairs, their church, and various book 
groups. They both had a good life filled with interesting people as well as interesting places and things. 
Laurence, speaking both for himself and his wife over a year ago, knowing that the curtain was beginning 
to descend said--"We had a good life; we have no regrets." There will be a private graveside service in 
March. In lieu of flowers, please support your local library and consider a contribution to HEIFER Interna-
tional (www.heife.org).  
 
(This article was based on the obituary published in the New York Times) 

PAGE 3 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 12, ISSUE 12 

UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS 
Joan Lund, December 2008 
            At the UUA Board of Trustees meeting in October we had the opportunity to learn from representatives of 
the Congregation-Based Community Organizing (CBCO) organization. I was impressed by their purpose, scope, work, 
and dedication to social justice organizing in congregational communities. In the report to the District following the 
BOT I indicated I would devote one or two columns to this excellent organization. This is the first of two efforts to let 
you know the importance of this organization, and how your congregation might benefit from their expertise. 
            Part of our UU mission is to work beyond the walls of our congregations and be involved in building bridges 
across the barriers that separate people from each other. CBCO offers a way to be part of the work we are called to 
do. The heart of being in right relationship is the concept of covenant. CBCO deepens and expands the possibility for 
us to be in right relationship through covenant with those who are not in our congregations. Covenant is a step in 
the direction of healing the “us-against-them” polarization of people. 
            Our UU history is rich in the tradition of pursuing social justice through the work of our UUA programs, affili-
ate organizations, the UU Women’s Federation, and social justice initiatives of all types. We have worked for civil and 
human rights in many ways; however we continue to face challenges within our congregations related to reaching 
our potential to engage in efforts for social justice, and these problems need addressing. Those things that get in the 
way of more effective justice work include the lack of relationship in necessary venues, falsely assuming the prob-
lems of poverty and systemic racism do not affect us, lacking the avenues to pursue social justice, and focusing on 
short-term solutions instead of long-term change.  
            Our UUA affirms as one of our principles a faith and belief in democracy. It has become obvious, especially 
after the mandate of our recent national election, a force for democracy is becoming stronger in our nation. There 
are many social justice efforts that operate largely outside the media spotlight and these efforts represent a signifi-
cant force for change and renewal of democratic participation. This force is CBCO. Also referred to as “broad-based, 
faith-based, or institution-based community organizing” this model of local and statewide activism brings people 
across race and class, mainly through congregations from diverse religious traditions. Although community organizing 
has been a part of our society for over 100 years, congregation-based efforts are the focus of CBCO. In the U.S. 
there are close to 200 local CBCO groups, and currently 100 of these groups are UU congregations.  
            I will continue this column in January. Stay tuned but if you cannot wait to learn more about CBCO, a tele-
phone call would be welcomed, 813-931-9727 or I can be reached at jlund@uua.org. May each one of you experi-
ence a blessed and warm holiday season. Despite the many problems we, as a society or individually, may have 
there is much for which to be thankful. Think on these things. 
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UU Bed and Breakfast Directory…. 

Do you dream of inexpensive vacation travel to interesting destinations where you can stay in the homes 
of friendly people who share your ideals and are happy to provide directions and advice for their area?  

The UU bed and breakfast directory UU’re Home (formerly Homecomings) can fulfill your dream. For 29 
years, we’ve provided a network of hosts in the United States (and a few abroad) who enjoy meeting new 
friends and who are happy to open their home to like-minded people.  

You can also become a host and be listed in the directory. Contact us at info@uurehome.com, or at 828-
281-3253, and we will gladly send you information about listing your accommodations.     

Host listings on the UU’re Home website at www.UUreHome.com are updated whenever changes are 
made or new hosts are added. The paper edition is published once a year in April.  For a copy of the 2009 
directory and a year’s access to the website listings, please click on “become a member” to pay by credit 
card or send a check for $25 and your e-mail address to UU’re Home, 43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC 
28806.  

COME SEE DAVID MCELROY’S ONE MAN SHOW, A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
 
WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME THE FABULOUS TALENTS OF OUR 
OWN DAVID MCELROY AND HIS ONE MAN PRODUCTION OF THE 
HOLIDAY CLASSIC, A CHRISTMAS CAROL.  HAVING ADAPTED THE 
STORY FOR THE STAGE, HE PERFORMS ALL 37 CHARACTERS, GIVING 
A DELIGHTFUL AND DAZZLING PERFORMANCE!  THE SHOW IS SAT-
URDAY, DECEMBER 13th AT 6PM.  TICKETS ARE $5 A PERSON, OR 
$10 PER FAMILY. 
 
FOLLOWING THE PERFORMANCE, BEACON, OUR YOUTH GROUP, 
WILL HOST A FREE DINNER.  THEY ARE ASKING THAT YOU CON-

SIDER GIVING A DONATION TOWARD THE NEEDS OF THE CONGREGANTS OF THE UU 
CHURCHES IN KNOXVILLE, WHERE THE TERRIBLE SHOOTING TRAGEDY OCCURRED.    WE 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND HOPE YOU WILL JOIN US! 

 
A BUILDING UPDATE….from Mike Reid 
As Rachel showed in her wonderful presentation at the last Quarterly Meeting, things are mov-
ing forward on the building.  Through the holidays, we have extended our filing for a Building 
Permit with the County.  We will have our preliminary drawings by mid-December.  We got pre-
approval of our roof modification (now to be a metal roof).  When we receive the drawings, we 
will begin the design costing.  In our favor, material costs for construction have been falling.  
The volatile economy creates tightened credit availability and lessens cash flow.  However, we 
feel that it continues to be a viable project, we are still getting contributions for the building 
fund and our pledges are on track.  We will meet our Green Goal, most probably at the Silver 
Level, quite an achievement for our congregation!  We are looking at a start to build time frame 
of late 1st quarter, 2009. There is still work to do...the Committee is eager to keep going!  If 
you have any questions, ask them!  Give us your input.  Have a great holiday and thanks for 
your continued help and support! 
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Social Concerns and Green Sanctuary Updates and Thoughts…...submitted by Gary Przyborski 
 
Acting Now for the Long Term 
          On November 4th American voters rejected free-market, conservative ideologues in favor of centrist 
& liberal candidates for many reasons: An unending war on terror has had a high cost to our collective & 
personal civil liberties, values, finances, not to mention the human cost in America & abroad. Our environ-
ment suffers more than ever while exported jobs, a financial meltdown induced recession & runaway 
medical costs eat away at our social strength.  
          Of course, we can feel our current situation as either dire as our 401K’s shrink or optimistic that 
business will change for the better. To me, either system is flawed since it is based in our transient emo-
tions & times we live instead of our actions. It's easy to forget that deep down  a series of actions has lead 
us to this current moment. Now maybe a good time to revisit frugality, study and work in a whole new 
manner of discovery. We may also want to consider those things that give our lives meaning. For many 
our loves are family, work, hobbies, or community. 
          One constant in life is change. Whether it is personal loves-losses or our collective gains-falls, 
change is the currency of our lives. We can bob up & down on life's waves or take action to set course for 
those things we truly desire- whatever they may be. Because in the end one of the ironies in life is that 
our perceptions limit us. More than our money, our careers & our friends-lovers, we are something intan-
gible with possibility. 
          The holiday season is a good time to reflect on what things we can do today toward another fu-
ture. This season we may cutback on our gifts but we may decide that there are others who are in a more 
difficult time. When we do act, we'll find that there are many opportunities to proceed through the crea-
tive use of our time & resources. In the end we may feel better for our actions, but more importantly we 
are doing the things that matter most to us & building a future to live in. 
          Speaking of the near future, our community garden has been planted thanks to our garden com-
mittee. Hopefully, with some care we will reap some broccoli, tomatoes and other things that can be 
shared with the UUUS family. The Social Concerns group is thankful for all of those that took part. I'd list 
them here but I'm afraid I'll miss someone.   
          As part of the UUUS green efforts, building power use is down 25% when compared to last year. 
November's bill shows a 34% reduction in daily power use (65 kWh vs. 99 kWh), a $72 saving over 11/07. 
November's savings are hurt by the 14% longer bill period (32 days vs. 28) but offset by an 8% reduction 
in daily temp. Here is the latest Progress Energy Listing... (shown on the web, but not reproduced in the 
newsletter). Overall, the Triple U has experienced a 25% reduction in power use this year, resulting in a 
total savings of $837 over 2007. 
          At present, we're still missing Kathy Anderson who is recovering from hip surgery. Hopefully, we'll 
be getting back our energetic member to our December meeting. If you are interested in Social Concerns 
in general, touch base with one of our members & show up for one of our meetings that are held on the 
last Sunday of the month at 11:45 AM, w/ the next meetings on Nov 30th & Dec 28th. 

GREAT DECISIONS IS COMING…. Great Decisions, an 8 week series of discussions based on topics of 
world wide importance, will be starting in February.  We host this series at UUUS, held in past years on 
Thursday evenings.  If you are interested in participating, please contact either Alice Sulzer 
(sulzer4444@aol.com) .   

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER...Please join us at UUUS for our annual Christmas Feast!  Held 
on Christmas Day, we gather to share our joys and celebrate this festive season.  This is pot luck, so eve-
ryone brings a dish to share.  There will be a sign-up sheet on the side table, so please let us know if you 
are planning to be there.  Everyone is welcome!  This feast is organized by Kathy Anderson, so you can 
also contact her for more information.  We usually gather between 12 and 12:30, for social time before 
our meal at 1 pm.  Hope to see you there! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Ongoing Sun-
day events: 
Adult RE 9a 

Children’s RE                     
    9:30a 
Service 
10:30a 

YRUU 6-8p 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
 
 
Circle Sup-
per 6:30p 

7 
 
Investment 
Group 11:45 

8 9 
 
Alliance Tea 

at UUUS 
2-4 pm 

10 
 
 
 
 
Board Meets 
7pm 

11 12 13 
A Christmas 
Carol  6pm 
Dinner by 
youth to bene-
fit Knoxville 
UU to follow 

14 
 
POTLUCK 

15 16 17 
 
Lunch Bunch 
12 noon 

18 19 
 
Women’s 
Group host a 
Winter Sol-
stice at 
UUUS  6-9p 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
Council 
Meets 11:45 

22 23 24 25 
Dinner at 
UUUS  1pm 
 
 
 
Christmas 

26 
 
SWIM begins 
 
Kwanza 
 
Boxing Day 

27 

28 
 
 
Social Con-
cerns Meets 
11:45 

29 30 31 
 
 
 
 
 

New Year’s 
Eve 

   

December 2008 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
 
Book Discussion Group Meeting:  The UUUS Book Club usually meets the 3rd Saturday of the month, 
at 10 am. Due to the many conflicts during the holidays, there will be NO MEETING IN DECEMBER.  
Steve Hall writes that they will have 2 meetings in January, the 3rd and 31st.  Questions? Contact Steve 
Hall at:  hallsorl@earthlink.net  
 
Lunch Bunch:   LUNCH BUNCH will meet at noon on Wed., Dec. 17th, at the Clubhouse at Winter Park 
Towers, 1824 Summerfield Rd. Please bring something to share for Pot Luck lunch!   Contact Dutton 
Ashcraft (dashcraft@cfl.rr.com) for more information. 
 
The UUUS Women’s Group:  On December 19th, from 6-9 pm, the Women’s Group will be hosting a 
Winter Solstice Gathering at UUUS.  Everyone is encouraged to attend!  Please feel free to bring soup or 
other comfort foods to share.  We would also like to request that you bring suet balls (or other hanging 
style birdseed) to use for the ceremony.    Please call or see Jill Metz, Elaina Gibbs, or Christina Miller for 
more information - Or e-mail Christina1979@gmail.com or Jill at jill@metzbridges.com  
  
Investment Group:  The purpose of this group is to examine the current and future trends in the stock, 
bond, currency and other financial markets. The resulting information is intended to assist participants in 
maximizing the return from their own investment portfolio. Meetings are usually held at 12 noon, following 
the service, on the first Sunday of each month. You are invited to join us! For further information, please 
contact Bill Long via email at billlong5@yahoo.com 
 
Circle Suppers:   Saturday, December 6th is the date, 6:30 pm! Join us for an evening of conversation 
and good food! This is an opportunity to get to know more of the adult congregation in an informal set-
ting. The host/hostess provides the main dish and beverages and the attendees bring side dishes. Look for 
a sign-up sheet on the back table.  December’s Circle Supper will be hosted by Christina Miller and Chris 
Kopka, who will contact you with more information after you sign up. We hope to see you there! 

SWIM...vacation with UU’s at the Cloverleaf 4H Center in Lake Placid, Dec. 26-Jan. 1 
 
SWIM (Southeast Winter Institute in Miami) is a one week UU intentional community which pro-
vides religious, inspirational, educational, growth oriented programming.  SWIM was founded and 
continues to celebrate the spirit, to promote community, and to nurture connections among peo-
ple of diverse ages, backgrounds, abilities, and interests.  In so doing, SWIM strives to promote 
our UU principles. 
 
Although it used to be held in Miami, the locations have varied for the past several years.  This 
year’s gathering is at the Cloverleaf 4H Camp, on the shores of Lake Francis.  There are cabins, 
RV hookups, adequate parking and tent camping.  A large dining hall has a modern commercial 
kitchen and free Wi-Fi access.  There is also a Great Hall, for Serendipity and dance workshops, 
with an adjacent game room with a pool table.  There is a campfire circle. 
 
You can sign up for a variety of workshops and trips, but save lots of time for relaxing, chatting 
with new friends, playing or listening to music.  There is special youth programming (aged 3-13), 
a childcare co-op, teen programs, and young adults.   
 
If this sounds like fun, go to www.swimuu.org  for more information. 



11648 Mc Culloch Road 
Orlando, Florida 32817 

UNIVERSITY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY,  INC.  

Phone: 407 737-4018 
Email: info@universityuus.org 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
 
UUUS Board 
President Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Vice President Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Secretary...Stephanie Dryden...drydens@earthlink.net 
Treasurer Dave Symonds...dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Trustee...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com 
Trustee... Caitlin McElroy...ragdoll519@earthlink.net 
Trustee... Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Past Pres. Rachel Christensen...highgear3@gmail.com 
Administrator:  Kim Carter-Williams…        
          info@universityuus.org 
Committee Chairs 
Building Expansion..Barry Lundin..blundin134@aol.
com    and Mike Reid...mikr46@yahoo.com  
Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Hospitality...Gladyce Bouley..gladbouley@bellsouth.
          net 
Member Concerns...Evelyn Chiland-Long…    
          evchiland@yahoo.com 
Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 
          happy.amein@att.net 
RE (adult)...Roy Scherer...royhsch60@aol.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary...Gary Przyborski  …
          przyborg@earthlink.net 

Communications 
Webmaster...Gary Przyborski… 
          przyborg@earthlink.net 
Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr...Dave Symonds…      
          dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Youth 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams…     
          kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 
YRUU...Cleveland Williams…  
          clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Bruce Schwartz...mybrucie@aol.com 
 
Activities 
Book Discussion...Steve Hall…hallsorl@earthlink.
          net 
Chess Club...Paul Hargett...paulh4892@aol.com 
Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds…        
          jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Great Decisions...Alice Sulzer...Sulzer4444@aol.
          com 
Investment Group...Bill Long...billlong5@yahoo.
          com  
Lunch Bunch...Dutton Ashcraft...dashcraft@cfl.rr.
          com 
Spiritual Explorer’s...Judy Minear…     
          in2toning@msn.com 
Women’s Group...Jill Metz...jill@metzbridges.com 


