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October 2  Transgender Dynamics in Society Today    Gina Duncan 

A discussion of the interaction of the rapidly emerging transgender community 
with society today. From the school yard to the White House, transgender rights 
are the new civil rights frontier.  Gina Duncan, recognized as a national and inter-
national speaker on transgender inclusion in the work place, is the Transgender 
Inclusion Director for Equality Florida and a dynamic voice for human rights in 
Central FL.    

October 9 “Title Pending”   Imam Mohammed Musri 

Imam Muhammad Musri is the Founder and President of Islam Inc., a national 
organization representing moderate Muslims. He is also President and Senior 
Imam of the Islamic Society of Central Florida (ISCF), which oversees 10 Mosques 
that serve approximately 40,000 Muslims and one of the Three Wise Guys well 
known in the area for their "Friends Talking Faith" radio show on 90.7. Title and 
description pending and definitely worth hearing!  Fall Festival to follow! 

October 16 Speech and Truth: Dialogue or Discovery?  Dr. Greg Caven-
augh 

In this talk, Dr. Cavenaugh explores various positions taken through history about 
the relationship between public speaking and the pursuit of truth.  Few things 
could be more relevant in the 21st century political landscape than returning to 
the ancient insights of Plato, Aristotle, and the Buddha on the question of how 
language can move us toward--or away from--truth and liberation 

October 23   Responsible Climate Citizenship: Science, Voting, and Pub-
lic Life    Peter J. Jacques, PH.D  

Peter Jacques is Professor of Political Science at UCF, Core Faculty in the Sustain-
able Coastal Systems Cluster, Director of the Political Ecology Research Lab, and 
Managing Executive Editor of the Journal of Environmental Studies and Scienc-
es.  His last book is Sustainability: The Basics (Routledge 2015).    The interde-
pendent web of which we are all a part, particularly our one earth, is of vital im-
portance in his work and, given the prominence of climate denial, an important 
conversation for us all to have. 

October 30        Días de Muertos/Hanal Pixan: The Days of the Dead as a 
Celebration of Life      Dr. Beatriz Reyes-Foster 

The Days of the Dead typically celebrated on November 1st and 2nd comprise one 
of Mexico’s most distinctive and important traditions. Beyond colorful altars and 
calaveras is a complex blend of indigenous and Catholic traditions, making the 
Days of the Dead surprisingly variable and diverse throughout Mexico. In this 
presentation, Beatriz Reyes-Foster, Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida, returns to share some of her knowledge of Hanal Pixan 
(Feast of Souls), the Yucatec Maya Days of the Dead. Are the days of the dead a 
mortuary ritual or a celebration of life?  Can Hanal Pixan and celebrations like it 
teach us about how human beings think about life and death? 

PROGRAMS FOR OCTOBER 
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Alliance October Schedule: 

The Alliance continues to meet in Gore Hall at 1U Church every Tuesday at 10:30 
for fellowship and charity work. Last month we were able to award $300 to Cove-
nant House of Winter Park for their work with teenage and young adults at risk of 
homelessness. We also serve 250 sandwiches to the Coalition for the Homeless in 
Orlando every month. In the month of October we welcome all to our business 
meeting on Oct. 4, to a potluck lunch on Oct 11, to sandwich making on Oct 18, 
and to the ongoing work on the Alliance Continuing Bazaar and the 1U yard sale to 
be held Oct 28, 29. For more information email us at Alliance@OrlandoUU.org. 
Jean Cawelti 

Come Out With PRIDE       Saturday, October 8, 2016        Downtown Orlando 

With a massive parade lining the streets of downtown Orlando, a marketplace filled with vendors 
from and supporting the LGBTQ+ community as well as the most impressive entertainment and 
fireworks display in the city, there’s no shortage of things to do at Come Out With Pride Present-
ed by Orlando City Soccer Club! Most importantly, no matter whether you’re LGBTQ+ or an ally, 
your presence helps send a message that we all stand united for Orlando and its many diverse 
communities. 

People   Respecting    Individual Diversities in Everyone 

UUUS members are invited to join 1U as we march together on Saturday, October 8.  Details will 
follow in October Newsletter and in Notable News.  Plan to spend the day as “Orlando United” for 
love, respect, and dignity for all!   

Social Action News:     UCF Knights Pantry Collection OR Coalition for the 
Homeless  
  
SAC requests that if you attend  the 10/29 UUUS Halloween party, please consider 
bringing  an item to donate to either the UCF Knight Pantry (https://
directory.sdes.ucf.edu/file/80/document-items-in-high-demand.pdf) OR to 
the Coalition for the Homeless to include in their women's holiday bags: Coalition 
items needed are bath gels (also fragrance free), etc.  *A donation is NOT manda-
tory for admission to the party but it is appreciated.  Thank you.  

mailto:Alliance@OrlandoUU.org
https://directory.sdes.ucf.edu/file/80/document-items-in-high-demand.pdf
https://directory.sdes.ucf.edu/file/80/document-items-in-high-demand.pdf
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 Peeking Around an Open Door of Religious Education 

It’s 5th Principle Season 

As I write, my brain is whirring from all the media spin of last night’s first presidential debate. 
Many of my friends and family are pretty engaged in what is going on. I also have a few friends 
who would rather not tackle the pros and cons of this coming election season. It concerns me be-
cause they are the ones who could make a difference through their indifference.   

As a result I am particularly enthusiastic about the messages we are sharing with our children 
this year. The early part of this month we wrap up a review of our UU Roots and how our willing-
ness as a people to be open to different ideas has inspired so many.  From October 13th through 
the end of the month our children will be participating in discussions, games and activities around 
the importance of our 5th principle, “The right of conscience and the use of the democratic pro-
cess.”  This applies to our congregations and to our wider world.  

The question of the month in RE:   What if we don’t participate or what if we don’t have the 
right to participate in the process? What then? 

Where Our Children and Youth are When 

The RE Schedule is tightening up on Sunday mornings. Here you go: 

Nursery  9:30 – 12:30  

There is Nursery care available for infants through 4 years of age.  

If there are no children in the nursery by the time the children are sung out of the service, Karen 
(our nursery staffer) may be found in the RE building or on the playground helping out the rest of 
the RE staff.  

K-5th Grade  9:30 – 10:20  Class Time;  10:45 – 12:30 Supervised Free Time  

RE Class for Kindergarten through 5th grade is held in the RE building. Children join the congrega-
tion in the sanctuary through the offering and are then sung out to supervised snack and free 
play until after the coffee hour.  

Middle School Children and Youth  10:45- 11:30 or a bit more - Class Time 

When our children and youth are sung out of the sanctuary after the offering, our middle school 
youth will join together for class in the RE Building Youth room.  After class our middle school 
youth are welcome to join the children in free play, or the adults at coffee hour or, if they are 

interested in the Beacon Youth Group they should speak with Chris Reid or Martha Kirby.   

Adult offerings 

Many Sunday Nights 

For the last several weeks, workshop participants in, “You As Resident Theologian,” have 

been actively investigating and articulating questions about their own theological experience.  

We will be wrapping up later this month.  I am considering a future workshop.  I offer the 

open ended question – what are the grown-ups interested in tackling?   More Theological in-

quiry? Aging and Spirituality? Making meaning in light of disaster?  Parents as Social Jus-

tice Educators? 

Judith Stein-Farrall, DRE 
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We’re having a party!  October 29th, 6-9 pm. 

Costumes encouraged 

Jars of Jam will perform 

There will be food and drinks 

Family friendly! 

 

Please RSVP by 10/22 to the office 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Watch the weekly news for more information 

(we will be encouraging donations of items for the 

UCF Knight’s Pantry and/or the women’s holiday 

bags for the Coalition for the Homeless) 

 

 



PAGE 5 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 17,  ISSUE 10  

 

JOIN US THIS SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 1ST, FROM 
9AM TIL NOON, FOR OUR MONTHLY WORK DAY.  
THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP TAKE CARE 
OF OUR WONDERFUL BUILDINGS AND 
GROUNDS….THIS IS OUR HOME!  LOOKING FOR-
WARD TO SEEING YOU!  

 

UUU FALL FESTIVAL 

Join us at UUUS’s Annual Fall Festival on Sun-
day, October 9, 2016! 12-2 PM 

Bring your friends and family and enjoy… 

Intergenerational Sack races, ring toss and puzzles 
with the kids, 

 

“All Things Apple Dessert Contest”,  

 

Oktoberfest Potluck, (bring your favorite recipes!) 

 

Biergarten  

(Three bottles of craft beer  

are the entry fee to join in  

the sampling.) 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Funday - Sunday,  

October 9th, 2016                                                                                                                        
Noon to 2:00 p.m. 
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In an effort to better understand how our denomination is organized, Part 1 will pre-
sent:  A Brief Primer on General Assembly, the annual business meeting of our de-
nomination: 

General Assembly (GA) is the annual business meeting of our Unitarian Universalist Association 
(UUA).  Delegates from member congregations, including congregation members, ministers and 
credentialed religious educators, meet in business sessions and make policy for carrying out the 
purposes of the Association and controlling its affairs. When needed, a special General Assembly 
may be called by the Board of Trustees or by petition of at least 50 congregations. 

The agenda of General Assembly is prepared by the Board of Trustees, and includes reports, By-
laws and rules amendments, business resolutions, and Study/Action issues and Statements of 
Conscience. Business items may be initiated by the Board, by congregational petitions, by mem-
ber petitions, by Districts, or by the Commission on Social Witness, with some items involving 
multi-year processes. Some additional items may be admitted to the agenda by direct action of 
the Assembly. 

General Assembly elects the following positions: President, Moderator, Financial Advisor, and At-
Large Trustees. 

In addition, General Assembly elects members of the committees of the Association: 

 Nominating Committee (all elected): Nominates candidates for elected positions (not includ-
ing the President or Moderator). 

 Presidential Search Committee (five elected, two appointed by the Board): Nominates candi-
dates for President.  THREE Nominees for UUA President are campaigning for election 
at GA 2017. 

 General Assembly Planning Committee (eight elected, two appointed by the Board): Makes 
arrangements for General Assembly and associated programs. 

 Commision on Appraisal (all elected): Studies and provides independent reviews of Associa-
tion functions, activities, and issues. 

 Commission on Social Witness (three elected, two appointed by the Board): Oversees social 
justice business items such as Study/Action issues and Statements of Conscience. 

Board of Review (all elected): Reviews appeals on termination of ministerial fellowship by the 
Ministerial Fellowship Committee or Religious Education Credentialing Committee. 

The Moderator, the President, the Financial Advisor, the Board of Trustees, and the Treasurer 
each make an annual report to each regular General Assembly. 
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Friday 10/28-- Fire Pit/Social night at Pam Scala's home.  This was such a great time 
last year we are doing it again!  Bring a snack and/or drink to share , and your 
chair!   
 
Friday, 12/2, Holiday Social and tree trimming party at UUU.  Details to follow.   
 
Women's Retreat-- January 20 & 21, mark your calendars now!  

Money Matters from the Treasurer 
 
We've just ended the 1st quarter of our UUUS Fiscal Year (7/1-9/30/16) and I thought you'd 
like to know that overall - we're right on track!    
 
Pledges are at 20% of annual.   If pledge commitments  actually came in evenly each month 
we'd be a bit behind but we have many members that pay annually or semi-annually.  Overall 
income, including rentals, plate, and donations is at 21%.  NOTE:  These numbers do not in-
clude payments that arrived this week and have not been entered. 
 
Expenses are on track as well with no categories above 25% of annual budgeted amount.  We 
made two expenditures, with board approval, from the capital fund:  1 A/C unit and a sidewalk 
from the RE building to the shed.  
 
NOTE:  We are monitoring income and expenses closely.  As you may recall from quarterly 
meeting in August, pledge commitments fell a bit short of the proposed budget - 6% less than 
the $104,500 proposed.  Optimism prevails and we're looking forward to a good year ahead! 
 
Current Cash on hand at 9/30/16:  Operating (every day expenses): $36,029.03.  Capital 
(major expenses): $42,046.01.  Savings:  $11,001.53   Rental Deposits; $34,363.09 Endow-
ment;  $22,924.27 RE Director.  TOTAL:  $146,363.93 
 
Quarterly pledge statements will be sent out next week.  As always, call me, 407-808-8795, or 
e-mail me, treasurer@universityuus.org, with any questions, suggestions, or concerns.  I'm 
here to serve all of you! 
 
Martha Kirby Treasurer  

mailto:treasurer@universityuus.org
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  Join both Orlando UU communities as they work together in social justice work Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 at 1U.  Members from UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share 
a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful 
group! Questions?  email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com (See page 2 for more info) 

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after ser-
vice on Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy 
social activities and a safe place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more infor-
mation! 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. 
Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, October 2nd at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the 
economy and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, 
but you don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group:   In October we will be discussing THE GIRL WHO WROTE IN SILK by Kelli 
Estes. An elaborately embroidered silk sleeve hidden in an attic leads Inara Erickson to the linked 
stories of Mei Lin, whose family was driven from their Seattle home in 1886, and Inara’s ship-
owning ancestor Duncan Campbell. The novel was inspired by true events surrounding the Chinese 
Exclusion Act. Join us on October 8 at 10:00 at Marilyn Stewart’s home.                                          
                                                                                                                                       
Social Action Committee:  See the article on page 2 for current information and activities.   
                                                                                      
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gath-
ering together to share food and conversation in October.  Please contact David McElroy for the 
details for this month!  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net   

The UUUS Women’s Circle:   Friday 10/28-- Fire Pit/Social night at Pam Scala's home.  This was 
such a great time last year we are doing it again!  Bring a snack and/or drink to share , and your 
chair!   

 

SAVE THE DATE!    Sunday, 
November 6, 2016 

Arvel Bird, classically trained diverse 
entertainer known not only for his 
immense talent as a musician, but al-
so as a composer, an inspirational 
speaker, an artist-in-residence at 
schools, National Parks and a facilita-
tor of Animal Totem Workshops.  
Arvel will be the speaker at our Sun-
day morning service and will host a 
workshop that afternoon – all at 
UUUS!   Perfect for adults, children, and families.  MORE DETAILS COM-
ING SOON!  You won’t want to this experience! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 
Work Day  
9a-12p  

2 

Investment 
Group 11:45 
 
Rosh Hasha-
nah begins at 
sundown 

3 4 

Alliance 1U 

5 6 7 8 

Novel Book 
Group 10a 
Pride Parade

-downtown 
Orlando 

9 

FALL FESTI-
VAL!  12-2 
PM 

10 11 
Alliance 1U 
 
Yom Kippur 
begins at 
sundown 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 
Alliance 1U 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25Alliance 

1U 

 
 

26 27 28 

1U Yard 
Sale 
 
Women’s 
Circle  

29 1U Yard 

Sale 
 
HALLOW-
EEN PARTY!  
6-9 PM 

30 31      

October 2016 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

 

Directory of University UUS 

BOARD: 

POTB@universityuus.org             
vicepresident@universityuus.org 
treasurer@universityuus.org 
boardmembers@universityuus.org  

 

STAFF: 

re@universityuus.org  (RE Director) 
info@universityuus.org  (Office Adminis-
trator)  

 

OTHER: 
announcements@universityuus.org 
council@universityuus.org 
endowment@universityuus.org 
facilities@universityuus.org 
hospitality@universityuus.org 
membership@universityuus.org 
pastoralcare@universityuus.org 
personnel@universityuus.org 
programplanningteam@universityuus.org 
uuusaudio@universityuus.org 
webmaster@universityuus.org 

 

 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Eric Christensen,  Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Alliance….Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Inquiring Minds...Steve Hall...hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Women’s Circle...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 
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