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July 3, 2016 "Reflections on Freedom"   UUUS Member Voices 

The 4th of July, Independence Day, has been a time of celebration for many 
years, but as the world grows more interconnected and complex, there are evolv-
ing views on the real meaning of this celebration. This year, several of our mem-
bers will share their reflections on what freedom means to them — a word, an 
action, or a way of life and understanding. 

July 10, 2016  “The Faith Religions Breed” Rudolph C. Cleare 

Rudolph Cleare is always a welcome voice in our pulpit.  Rudi’s topics are always 
timely, well-thought out, and inspire reflection long after the service is over.  To-
day’s topic:  An argument for moving away from a rubric of sectarian fundamen-
tal teachings towards one of shared fundamental values. 

July 17, 2016   “Where Do We Go From Here….?”   Rachel Christensen 

In the immediate aftermath of the Pulse Tragedy on June 12, the outpouring of 
love and support for the victims was immediate and massive, from Orlando and 
around the world.  What happens now? What still needs to be done?  How do we 
move forward from here?  Rachel Christensen, a UUUS member, recent seminary 
graduate, and intern with 1U in Orlando during the tragedy and the initial re-
sponse, will lead us in reflection and understanding this very traumatic event and 
how we participate in the important work that needs to continue. 

July 24, 2016   “What is Gun Sense?”  Chryl Anderson 

Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America is a non-partisan grassroots or-
ganization dedicated to the idea that there are common sense steps that can be 
taken to reduce gun violence and save lives.  Your presenter is Chryl Anderson, 
who became an activist after longtime friends had their son killed in Florida's no-
torious Loud Music case.  Chryl joined Moms Demand Action in February 2013 and 
currently serves as Florida Chapter Leader.  As a former environmental, health 
and safety professional, Chryl likes to say - "It's all about safety and responsibil-
ity." Chryl will provide a brief overview of Moms Demand Action and the gun vio-
lence prevention movement with time for questions and answers. 

July 31, 2016   "The U.S. Supreme Court's Interpretation of the Execu-
tive Branch and Immigration Policy: The United States v. Texas 2016"  
Dr. Terri Fine 

In this presentation we will discuss the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision of 
United States v. Texas which tested the constitutionality of the Deferred Action for 
Parents of Americans program.  The presentation will provide political, executive 
and judicial context to the case, and consider broader issues as they pertain to 
federalism, administrative authority, and an equally divided Supreme Court.  Our 
5th Principle calls us to affirm and promote the right of conscience and democratic 
process within our congregations and in the larger society.  Time for Q/A is 
planned.  

PROGRAMS FOR JULY 
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Social Action Committee:   
 

We Are Still Collecting School Supplies for Kids in Need!  DEADLINE IS 
JULY 30--(last Sunday to donate is July 24) 
 
Help local families who are homeless or in need by supporting annual 
Back to School Bash sponsored by HOPE Helps of Oviedo.  Look for col-
lection boxes in the sanctuary. Members of our Social Action Committee 
will be taking our donations to HOPE Helps all summer, so we encourage 
you to donate more than one time! 
Here are the items they need...can you add any of these to your shop-
ping list? 
 
Backpacks 
Notebook paper (lined) 
Notebooks: composition 
Binders (1" or 3") 
Socks for children 
Underwear for children 
Scissors 
Mechanical pencils 
 
Also, volunteers are needed before or during the event to organize items 
or escort families. Contact Joie Kohl, Social Action Committee chair, 
at jkohl@bellsouth.net. 

A UU LOOK AT THE BIBLE…. 

Come join us every other Friday, from 2-4 pm in 
the UUUS Library. 

All are welcome for a time of study and reflection 
with an emphasis on a historical and contextual 
understanding of the Bible.  We’re just getting 
started and finding our way.  Please join us on 
the journey! 

Our first meeting will be Friday, July 1st, then 
we’ll meet every other week, so the next meeting 
will be on Friday, July 15th.  Contact Martha Kirby 
if you have any questions:  
mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

mailto:jkohl@bellsouth.net
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UUUS Women's Circle 
About Us… 
 
Women's Circle Welcomes YoUU!  
 
We are women of the University Unitarian Universalist 
Society.  Our group is one that you don't have to official-
ly join.  If you are a woman and you have found an 
event that interests you, we invite you to join us for fun and fellowship.  We hope you will find 
our activities a nice way to connect with the women of our community.    We look forward to seeing you 
soon. 

 
Summer is a challenge to get together due to everyones’ various schedules; I'd like to propose 
we get together for informal social nights in  August.   Please give me your thoughts on this as 
well as places you would like to experience together.  Also I'd love to hear from you on ideas for 
best ways to provide seamless communication for all our programs.  
 
The Gift of Time~~~ 
With summer here I'd love to give each of you The Gift of Time!   As women we have many 
roles, and mother's have the added responsibility of nurturing and caring for their children.  Life, 
with all its demands, leaves us very little free time, and we greatly value that time when choosing 
the best way to spend it!  I continue to reflect on this past months need to cancel a long planned 
group event due to all of us being at the overload point, most of it beyond our con-
trol.  Fortunately summer time follows the craziness, and with it, the promise of some lazy days, 
a bit more lazy time, perhaps even some time when we choose to do "nothing!" That is my wish 
for you: time to do what you love to do, or maybe to do nothing at all!  Happy Summer Every-
one! 
 
Women's Support Group at UUU? 
It was brought up at one of our Every Member Gatherings that we add a women's support group, 
similar to the Men's Group and Single Parent Group.  This would be in addition to our existing 
women's group and offer an intentional, confidential gathering place to voice and share concerns 
and life burdens via a check-in with the group, and to offer support to each other.  The guidelines 
and group leaders would be decided by the attending members.  I'd like to get your feedback on 
the idea, and is this something you would find value in yourself?  And would you regularly at-
tend?  I welcome any and all suggestions.  I hope to report back soon.  Thanks Everyone!   
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JOIN US THIS SATURDAY,  JULY 2ND, FROM 9AM 
TIL NOON, FOR OUR MONTHLY WORK DAY.  THIS 
IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP TAKE CARE OF OUR 
WONDERFUL BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS….THIS IS 
OUR HOME!  LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING 
YOU!  

RE for our children:   

Summer Sundays RE - covenant group style dis-

cussions - intergenerational community: 

“Small Group Ministry is one of the great grassroots movements 

in Unitarian Universalism today. It is also one of the healthiest. It 

is helping us shape a faith that affirms real, lived human experi-

ence in all its complexity. It is helping us live out our individualism 

in ways that not only support, but enhance our sense of community.”   ~Rev. William Sinkford, Past 

President, Unitarian Universalist Association  

This summer, the Religious Education Committee invites families to join together for 

RE programming during the summer months. (June 5 – August 14). We are sponsor-

ing an intergenerational fellowship program inviting children and parents (as availa-

ble) to meet together during the 9.30 hour for a covenant style exploration of the 7 

UU principles and their meaning within our daily lives.  Each family is asked to 

choose one of the "Summer Sundays" to volunteer to facilitate group discussion of 

the “ UU Principle of the Week” and provide a simple, related activity for the children 

and their adult(s) to experience together. Happy Amein is coordinating the summer 

schedule of facilitators and is able to provide suggestions/ideas on the topical portion 

of your Sunday. Please contact Happy Amein with questions -

 happy@citrusoak.com  

We still have June 24th available for a family to sign up and facilitate. Contact Happy 

Amein if you are able to lead the lesson on that date. 

  

mailto:happy@citrusoak.com
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More Social Action News: 
 

What is Solar Freedom? 
With the help of concerned citizens like you, we are joining with other UU congregations to 
spread the word about bringing solar freedom to the Sunshine State! 
 
In this month when we celebrate Independence Day, we can reflect on what freedom means and 
how critical it is that we work towards a sustainable energy future. Thoughtful solar policy will 
allow us to take control over our energy choices by breaking down the barriers to clean, re-
newable energy. 
 
Amendment 4, which is on Florida’s August primary election ballot, will break down one of the 
barriers to solar expansion by exempting solar systems from burdensome taxes like the tangible 
personal property tax and real property tax for 20 years. Lowering taxes on solar installa-
tions will make solar more affordable to ordinary citizens. 
 
Please consider voting to support solar freedom in the Sunshine State by voting “Yes” 
on Amendment #4.  You can get more information about this important initiative at YesOn4.org 
 
################################################################################################# 

  
http://www.faithify.org/projects/rising-together-temperature-water-health-and-strength/ 
  
Hello Climate Leaders and Allies, 
  
Unitarian Universalist Justice Florida (UUJF) is working to fund climate change outreach commu-
nities in 7 coastal Florida counties that have begun adaptation planning, and we would appreciate 
your help with the Faithify crowd-sourcing campaign to fund it. There is a press release at-
tached with details about the campaign, and a link to the Faithify campaign page, which has de-
tails on the project. 
  
Here is our current situation: 
 The project budget is $30,000. 

 We have received a $5,000 cash grant from the Unitarian Universalist Fund for Social Respon-
sibility, and a $7,500 matching challenge grant from them as well. 
We have 38 days to go on a Faithify campaign that has raised $225 so 
far http://www.faithify.org/projects/rising-together-temperature-water-health-and-strength/. 
The campaign is to raise the $7,500 needed to qualify for the matching funds. It is an all or noth-
ing campaign. If we raise the $7,500 then we will receive the $7,500 pledged for the crowd 
sourcing campaign plus the $7,500 match. If we do not raise the $7,500 with the Faithify cam-
paign in 45 days, then we do not receive any funds. 
UUJF has applied for a $10,000 grant from the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Boca Raton 
Endowment Fund for the balance of the budget. We should know if we are receiving this grant 
(or any portion of it) in August. 

Please help to get the word out to all you can reach, who are concerned on this issue. Even small 
contributions can add up. My hope is that we will have funded the project by the end of the sum-
mer. With your help over the next 38 days, I think that is possible. 
  
Warm Regards, 
Jan Booher 
Trustee, Unitarian Universalist Justice Florida 
  

http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=w0lms1gKqqgjezdJzl47zLQqFjsp%2FICP
http://www.faithify.org/projects/rising-together-temperature-water-health-and-strength/
http://www.faithify.org/projects/rising-together-temperature-water-health-and-strength/
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  Join both Orlando UU communities as they work together in social justice work Tuesday 
mornings at 10:00 at 1U.  Members from UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share 
a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful 
group! Questions?  email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after ser-
vice on Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy 
social activities and a safe place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more infor-
mation! 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. 
Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, July 3rd at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the econo-
my and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you 
don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group:   Our book for July is RULES OF CIVILITY by Amor Towles. Set in 1938 Man-
hattan, the story follows 25-year-old Katey Kontent on her journey from lowly typist to magazine 
editor hobnobbing among society’s elite. Reminescent of Fitzgerald and Capote, Towles excels in 
snappy dialogue, acerbic wit, and crisp descriptions of life in depression-era New York. Join us at 
10:00 on July 9 at Marilyn Stewart’s home. 

Social Action Committee:  See the information on page 2 about the HOPE Back to School Event 
and the items we need to collect and more Social Action news on page 5. 

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gath-
ering together to share food and conversation on Monday, July 11, 2016 at UUU from 6:30 pm to 
9:30 pm.  Please contact David McElroy for more information.  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net   

The UUUS Women’s Circle:   See pate 3 for update information on the Women’s Circle’s plans 
for July. 

 

Here is the test to find whether your mission on earth is finished. If you’re 
alive, it isn’t.                                                     (Richard Bach, b. 1936) 

 

 

(John Wesley, 1703 – 1791) 

Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 
To all the people you can, 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

***Ongoing: 

Inquiring-

Minds 9:15a                

Summer RE   

9:30 a 

 Service 10:30a 

    1 

Bible Group 
2-4p 
 
 
CANADA DAY 

2 
UUUS 
Work 
Day 9a 

3 

Investment 
Group 
11:45 

4 5 

Alliance 1U 

6 7 8 9 

Novel Book 
Group 10a 

10 
Potluck 

11 

 
 
Men’s 
Group  
6:30 p 

12 
Alliance 1U 

13 14 15 
Bible Group 
2-4p 

16 

17 18 19 
Alliance 1U 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 
Alliance 1U 

27 28 29 30 

31       

July 2016 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

 

Directory of University UUS 

BOARD: 

president@universityuus.org 
vicepresident@universityuus.org 
treasurer@universityuus.org 
boardmembers@universityuus.org  

 

STAFF: 

re@universityuus.org  (RE Director) 
info@universityuus.org  (Office Adminis-
trator)  

 

OTHER: 
announcements@universityuus.org 
council@universityuus.org 
endowment@universityuus.org 
facilities@universityuus.org 
hospitality@universityuus.org 
membership@universityuus.org 
pastoralcare@universityuus.org 
personnel@universityuus.org 
programplanningteam@universityuus.org 
uuusaudio@universityuus.org 
webmaster@universityuus.org 

 

 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Eric Christensen,  Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Alliance….Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Inquiring Minds...Steve Hall...hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Women’s Circle...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 
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