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UNIVERSITY UUS            
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February 2016 

February 7th      Kiya Heartwood    "Adventures in Unitarian Uni-
versalist Hymnology"                                                                         
Kiya Heartwood is an award winning internationally touring UU roots/folk 
singer, songwriter, and change artist. Kiya will lead us on a trip through our 
UU Hymnal, providing an overview of the major players in liberal theology 
from the early Christians to the present as well explanations of the codes 
and symbols loaded in our hymnal. Plan to return in the evening, too, for a 
6:00pm concert in which Kiya will share more funny and poignant songs 
about the famous and not-so-famous legends of America. 

February 14th         Rev. Mark Spivey    "Love Never Dies"           
Rooted in I Corinthians 13: 4-8, a familiar passage for most, Mark's wisdom 
and humor will explore an understanding of the eternal nature of love as 
juxtaposed with transitory "happiness." Developing a lasting legacy of love 
to transcend the corporeal existence may be the perfect way to embrace 
and celebrate Valentine's Day this year.‐‐‐ POTLUCK AFTER SERVICE ‐‐‐ 

February 21st    Johnathan Harwell    "Friend of the Friends: Learn-
ing from Cultural Histories of Quakers in the South"                    
Jonathan Harwell, an anthropologist and a librarian at Rollins College, re-
searches the cultural history of Quakers (Religious Society of Friends) in 
Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. He will lead us in discussing the history of 
the Quaker movement, the varieties of Quaker tradition, and how Friends 
work to build local communities. We’ll talk about Quaker meetings in Orlan-
do, Winter Park, St. Pete, Savannah, and Birmingham, for example, and 
hear stories of how Friends in the South have led revivals in 19th-century 
AL; founded a cloud forest community in Costa Rica; and launched Pride 
events and a People’s Fair in St. Pete. We’ll hear how Friends and Unitarian 
Universalists have crossed paths and worked together, and reflect on 
shared values in both traditions. Questions are encouraged.  Quarterly 
Meeting after Service  

February 28th   Ms. N. Y. Nathiri   “Zora Neale Hurston –A Legacy”                                                  
N. Y. Nathiri is the Executive Director of the Assoc. to Preserve the 
Eatonville Community which annually presents the Zora Neale Hurston Fes-
tival – a celebration of Hurston, a largely unsung but critically honored nov-
elist, who was among the first generation of young blacks to be born in 
Eatonville. Writing with the sharp eye of a trained anthropologist, the col-
lege-educated Hurston used the town as the stage and its residents as 
characters in many of her novels, including Their Eyes Were Watching God, 
published in 1937.  Ms. Nathiri, also born in Eatonville, will share the con-
nections and legacy of Ms. Hurston, spiritually and philosophically, and 
Eatonville, the oldest chartered black community in the US. 

PROGRAMS FOR FEBRUARY 
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President’s Message: 

Spring is around the corner, but it feels like spring fever is already here! We 

have been so busy and there are so many people to thanks for their hard work. 

Thanks to Kelly Buchanan for organizing the hospitality volunteers. We’ve 

enjoyed the themed holiday productions as well as the creative treats that 

have found their way to potluck and Sunday snack tables.  

Thanks to the Program Planning Team for pulling together interesting and 

inspiring Sunday programs, programs that, with the help of our service 

leaders have woven together thought-provoking and uplifting words from 

our speakers, new compositions  from Victor Montequin, new vocal soloists, 

beautiful music from the choir, and audio-visuals by Patrick Mitchell. 

Thanks to Larry Vita and John Mowbray who have been working hard at 

getting our building prepared for the day care rental coming this spring. 

Thanks to Gina Busby and Rae Brammer–Wilson for meeting with all of our 

visitors and new members and getting them involved in our community ac-

tivities. 

Thanks to Barry Lundin and Kathy Cowden for all their planning and  han-

dling of the paperwork necessary for our new day care rental. 

Thanks to Sara Sullivan and the RE committee for getting us ready to look 

for a new Religious Education Director. 

Thanks to Amy Mowbray and Marilyn Lundin for coordinating this year’s 

children’s religious education program with the help of our teachers Chloe, 

Demi, Happy and Candace. 

Thanks to Joie Kohl who has been organizing support for the Coalition of 

Immokalee Workers as well as leading other social action projects. 

Thanks to all those involved with the Beacon Group, the Young Adult 

Group, the Pagan Group, and Adult Education- Inquiring Minds, Pastoral 

Care, the Men’s Group, and the Women’s Group 

To learn more about all that is happening please attend our Quarterly  

Meeting  on Sunday, February 21, 2016. 

 

Sylvia Friedman 
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RE for our children:   

Our Religious Education classes are in full swing now, 
with elementary age Children gath-
ering for their lessons at the 9:30 
hour, and middle schoolers meeting 
at 10:45 after being sung out of ser-
vice.  Amy Mowbray and Chloe 
McElroy are facilitating the lower 
and upper elementary classes in 
the "Picture Book UU" and "Toolbox 
of Faith" UUA curriculums, respectively. Happy Amein 
leads the middle school group in "Popcorn Theolo-
gy".  For more information about our RE programming for 
children, please contact Amy 
at mowbrayamy@gmail.com, or feel free to drop by the 
RE building on Sunday mornings! 
 

UUUS Women's Circle 
About Us… 
 
Women's Circle Welcomes YoUU!  
 
Our next meeting is Friday, February 
26th at 7 pm.  Program to be deter-
mined.  Please join us!!  
 

 

mailto:mowbrayamy@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM SOCIAL ACTION:     

The Collation of Immokalee Workers (CIW) is kicking off their spring initiative, a 5-
city, 10-day tour running from March 2nd to the 12th.   After stops and actions in 
in New York City,NY; Louisville, KY; Columbus, OH; Gainesville, FL; the Workers’ 
Voice Tour will end in Palm Beach, FL on Saturday, March 12.   CIW expects Palm 
Beach to be one of the larger tour actions and UUUS’ Social Action Committee 
(SAC) expects to be part of it.   

     Usually, 1U takes the lead in CIW’s spring initiatives, but since they are in the 
middle of a building campaign, they have asked UUUS’ SAC to take the lead.  We 
will soon be meeting with other groups, such as churches, mosques, and student 
groups, who support the CIW to generate broader participation.  And of course we 
would love to have a large turn-out from our own congregation, so please save the 
date:  Saturday, March 12.  Those interested in joining us on the bus can register 
at: 

The registration link is: http://bit.ly/orlando_caravan_wvt 

And the contact is: ngumbs@nfwm.org 

     In the meantime, during the month of February, we are looking to raise some 
money to help pay for the 55-passenger bus that will transport us to Palm Beach.   
We have requested funding from UUA to help pay for the bus, but the grant, if it is 
accepted, will only pay for part of the cost.  In addition we are asking those who 
wish to ride the bus pay a small fee.  However, we do not wish to turn anyone 
away who might not be able to afford, so both 1U and UUUS are also trying to raise 
some monies to be put toward the cost.  Any donations are welcome, no matter 
how small.  Martha Kirby, Joie Kohl, and Laura Owens can take your donations.  We 
need to raise about $165.    

     As always, we greatly appreciate your generous support and your enthusiastic 
participation in our social action events.  THANKS UUUS!   

Thanks to our wonderful kitchen helpers….love those 
striped aprons!!  
You can join the 
kitchen fun any 
Sunday, no expe-
rience needed, 
just a willing set 
of hands and a 
smiling face!   
Hope to see you in 
the kitchen! 

http://bit.ly/orlando_caravan_wvt
mailto:ngumbs@nfwm.org
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UUUS Hospitality Team 
Invites you to our 

 

“VALENTINE’s DAY 
POTLUCK” 

 

 

February 14th   
12:00p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Our Valentine’s Day theme besides “Love Is in The Air” will be 

Fresh, Pure, Healthy, and Nutritious Foods.  Heart shaped dishes 

with colors bursting with reds, violets, blues, and purples will do. 

Maybe organic chocolates too.  

Simple Request 

To Share Our Love This Valentine’s Day, please bring a 

“Valentine’s Day Card” or two, handmade of course, or recite a 

“Special Poem” for someone that has a special place in your 

heart! 

Questions call Kelly Buchanan at (407) 625-9521 
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24 women gathered for our 9th annual UUUS Women's Retreat, 
and it was magical!  We were entertained by a comical magician, 
laughed a lot with Laughter Yoga, learned about Ayurveda health & nu-
trition.  Lunched outside, inspired by & drank fresh kale juice, then 
drank some good wine!  Ended the day with spa treatments and aroma 
therapy compliments of 5th Element Healing Spa.   Being together, 
meaningful conversations and bonding with friends was the magical 
part!  Thanks to everyone for offering your talents and helping out with 
kitchen and other duties, pre-planning and clean-up; this wouldn't be 
possible without everyone pitching in.   Thank you to all who joined in!  
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from 
UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sand-
wiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! Questions?  email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after ser-
vice on Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy 
social activities and a safe place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more infor-
mation! 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. 
Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, February 7th at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the 
economy and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, 
but you don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group:   This month we’re reading Sue Monk Kidd’s THE INVENTION OF WINGS. 
Based on Sarah and Angelina Grimke, early pioneers in abolition and women’s rights, the story fol-
lows the 35-year relationship between Sarah and the (fictional) slave called Handful, who was giv-
en to her as a handmaid when Sarah was 11. We meet February 13 at Marilyn Stewart’s home at 
10:00. 

 
Single Parents Helping Each Other:  If you’re a single parent, we would love for you to join us 
in the RE Building every 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 pm for support, friendships & fun.  
Please contact either Sue Hilley-Arcaya at (407) 221-9248 (text or call), email  suebase4@att.net 
or Marti Staton at (407)421-3758 (prefers texts), email mstaton444@gmail.com.  Childcare is pro-
vided. Hope to see you there! 

Social Action Committee:  See page 4 for Social Action Committee News.   
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gath-
ering together to share food and conversation.  We will meet on Monday, February 15th.  Please 
contact David McElroy for meeting information.  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     

 
The UUUS Women’s Circle:   Friday, February 26th, 7pm-- Women's Circle Meeting at UUUS, 
program TBA. 

 
Young Adults...new at UUUS….YA’s...we have a new group who have just organized and want 
to meet to talk and plan possible activities.  They usually meet every other Sunday, from 2-4 pm, 
here at UUUS.  If you are 18 or older and would like to be part of this new group, please bring 
your interest and ideas and join them!  Contact Kinsey Barrett for current meeting information and 
plans:  kinsey.barrett@gmail.com 

 
There is no one but us. There is no one to send, not a clean hand or a pure heart on the face of the 
earth or in the earth—only us… unfit, not yet ready, having each of us chosen wrongly, made a 
false start, yielded to impulse and the tangled comfort of pleasures, and grown exhausted, unable 
to seek the thread, weak, and uninvolved. But there is no one but us. There has never been. 
                                                                                                     (Annie Dillard, 1945 - ) 

mailto:mstaton444@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

***Ongoing: 

Inquiring-

Minds 9:15a                

Elem RE 9:30 

Middle 10:45 

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

1 2 

 

Alliance 1U 
 
 
 
Groundhog’s 
Day 

3 4 5 6 
Work Day 
9a-12p 

7 

Investor’s 
Club 11:45a 

 
Kiya 
Heartwood  
concert 6p 

8 

 
 
Chinese 
New Year 

9 
 
Alliance 1U 

10 

 
 
 
 
Ash 
Wednesday 

11 12 

 
 
Lincoln’s 
Birthday 

13 

 
Novel Book 
Group 10a 

14Potluck 15 

President’s 
Day 
 
 
 
Men’s 
Group  

16 
 
Alliance 1U 

17 18 19 20 

Single 
Parent’s 3p 

21 

Quarterly 
Meeting 
11:45a 

22 

 
 
 
Washing-
ton’s Birth-
day 

23 
 
Alliance 1U 

24 25 26 

 
 
 
Women’s 
Circle 7p 

27 

28 29      

February 2016 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Treasurer...Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Trustee...Hugo Scala...hugo@agencythe.net 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Past President...John Amein… john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

Building-Dave Symonds..uuus.facilities@gmail.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Steve Hall...hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Amy Mowbray… 

 mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com  

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Diana Ovadia, Eric Christensen, 

 Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Single Parents...Sue Hilley-Arcaya ...suebase4@att.net 

Women’s Circle...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:uuus.facilities@gmail.com

