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Inside this issue: 

January 2016 

January 3rd   Joe Mendoza Annual Burning Bowl Service 
 
UUUS Member Joe Mendoza leads us in the 1st of our Annual Ritual services for 
the New Year. We look back, reviewing and releasing those areas of our lives that 
no longer serve our highest good. We look forward, creating goals that will serve 
us well in 2016. We stay present and live vibrantly through the process. This outer 
ceremony mirrors our inner spiritual work- clearing our debris and setting inten-
tions for the New Year.  Joe’s words of wisdom and meditation will guide us as we 
move thoughtfully together into 2016.  

January 10th   Speaker TBD  How Far Has the Arc of Justice Been Bent? 

Not far enough many would say.  50+ years after the passage of the Civil Rights 
Act, we are still far from the Beloved Community envisioned by Martin Luther 
King, Jr. and so many more.  The arc of justice needs the hands and hearts of 
many to bend in the right direction.  Voter suppression, racial profiling, under-
standing Black Lives Matter – where are we now, why, and what can we do?  
POTLUCK  SUNDAY 

January 17th   Rita Lucey    Reflections on Refugees 

Rita Lucey was ordained on Jan. 17, 2015 as Central Florida's 1st female Catholic 
priest at 80-years of age.  She returns to update us on her work with SOA Watch, 
a nonviolent grassroots movement that works to stand in solidarity with the peo-
ple of Latin America and the Caribbean, to close the US Army School of the Ameri-
cas, and to change oppressive U.S. foreign policy that the SOA represents.  Rita 
was arrested in November 2015 during a protest at Stewart Detention Ctr., Ft. 
Benning, GA against conditions and policies affecting inmates there – most of 
whom are refugees. Stewart Detention Center is owned and operated by Correc-
tions Corporations of America, the largest owner of for-profit prisons and immigra-
tion detention facilities in the nation. 

January 24th   David Roth What Can I Do for You Today?  

David returns to us from his home in Cape Cod, MA, to sing and speak about how 
to be of service in the world.  For over 25 years, David’s music has traveled the 
world – from Carnegie Hall to NASA – as he has collaborated with many other mu-
sicians including Peter, Paul, & Mary, The Kingston Trio, and numerous others. 
Poignant to improbable, holistic to hilarious – David will delight, inspire, and in-
form!     Plan to return in the evening with friends for a 6:00pm concert!   

January 31st   Bassem Chaaban    A Message of Gratitude for the New 
Year    

Bassem Chaaban, a UUUS favorite, is the Director of the Center for Peace at the 
Islamic Society of Central FL.  The Center for Peace works to promote under-
standing and acceptance amongst people of various faiths and backgrounds. The 
mission of the Center for Peace is not to proselytize and convert, but to live by an 
initial revelation of Education, and follow the exemplary Prophet Muhammad - one 
full of compassion, respect, and love for others.  An attitude of gratitude is an im-
portant characteristic for a fulfilling and satisfying life.   

PROGRAMS FOR JANUARY 
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RE for our children:   

Our Religious Education classes are in 
full swing now, with elementary age 
children gathering for their lessons at 
the 9:30 hour, and middle schoolers 
meeting at 10:45 after being sung out 
of service.  Amy Mowbray and Chloe 
McElroy are facilitating the lower and 
upper elementary classes in the "Picture Book UU" and 
"Toolbox of Faith" UUA curriculums, respectively. Happy Amein 
leads the middle school group in "Popcorn Theology".  For more 
information about our RE programming for children, please con-
tact Amy at mowbrayamy@gmail.com, or feel free to drop by 
the RE building on Sunday mornings! 

 

President’s Message: 

 

As we cross the threshold into the new year, I cannot help but feel proud about all 
we accomplished this past year and thankful for the hard work of all those who 
made these accomplishments possible.  

The year ahead will be one of transformation. We are on track to welcome our 
new renters within the next couple of months. And we will be officially launching 
the search for a religious education director by the end of January.  

I want to thank you all for embracing change as it will involve not only exciting 
new opportunities but also challenges seen and unforeseen. As we travel down the 
road ahead, I ask us all to remember that our ultimate goal is the pathway itself: 
Being in fellowship with one another -- savoring the moments we have together as 
we forge ahead with these exciting plans. 

Warmest wishes for a joyous and productive New Year! 

Sylvia 

mailto:mowbrayamy@gmail.com
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UUUS Women's Circle 
About Us… 
 
Women's Circle Welcomes YoUU!  
 
Annual Women's Retreat--January 
29-30, 2016 “Magic Making”-- plan 
to spend the night!  Our Annual UUU 
Woman's Retreat is January 29-30. "Magic Making" is our theme.  
 
Every January,  women of UUU, friends and women of the community 
gather for fellowship and friendship, eating and dancing; maybe be in-
spired or learn something new. Mostly it's a time to be together! Plan to 
join us Friday 6pm through Saturday at 8pm; yes, we have a sleepover at 
the church! Cost is $30/person to cover food and supplies. Save the date 
now and look for registration the 1st of January. Volunteers are needed to 
help with this annual celebration. If you have a craft or other workshop 
idea you'd like to offer, we would love to hear from you! To volunteer or 
for additional information please contact Jill Metz 
@ j.jemstone@yahoo.com  Hope to see you there!!  

 
Where after all do universal human rights begin? In small plac-
es, close to home—so close and so small that they cannot be 
seen on any map of the world. Yet they are the world of the in-
dividual person: the neighborhood we live in; the school or col-
lege we attend; the factory, farm or office where we work. Such 
are the places where every man, woman, and child seeks equal 
justice, equal opportunity, equal dignity without discrimination. 
Unless these rights have meaning there, they have little mean-
ing anywhere. Without concerted citizen action to uphold them 
close to home, we shall look in vain for progress in the larger 
world. 
 

(Eleanor Roosevelt, 1884 – 1962) 

mailto:j.jemstone@yahoo.com
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SOCIAL ACTION NEWS:  We would love to see some more folks at the Social Ac-
tion Committee (SAC) meeting on Sunday, January 24th.  We will meet at 11:50 am 
after service in the UUUS library. Bring your ideas, plans, and visions for social ac-
tion in 2016.  Please note the two upcoming SAC actions elsewhere in this newslet-
ter.  January28-30 there will be a National Assembly of the Florida Interfaith Cli-
mate Action Network in Longwood.  Also, on February 8 & 9, you can be part of the 
statewide UU Justice Florida day in Tallahassee.  These are important issues and 
opportunities to be involved.  Social action is the best way to actually LIVE our prin-
ciples. 
 
From the UU Justice Florida Group:  
  
Want to help solve some of the most important problems of our time? 
Address them at the source? 
Change the course of history? 
  
Join us for these two important events: 
  
1)  January 28-30, 2016 National Assembly, Florida Interfaith Climate Action Network, Longwood, 
Florida  
REGISTER NOW: Click on register now at interfaithflorida.com 
  
CLIMATE CHANGE--perhaps the most important issue of our time! 
--critically important in mass migrations of people worldwide, sea level rise, loss of arable land, 
loss of drinking water, rising unrest and even the growth of terrorist organizations that appeal to 
desperate and angry people, as fossil fuel billionaires worldwide continue their march toward 
profits and perpetual wars to fuel them, and our government continues to favor and subsidize the 
fossil fuel industry that is destroying our planet.  
Join others statewide and nationwide who are taking action to cope with, mitigate, and change 
the course of the growing problems we face. 
  
2)  February 8-9, 2016 UU Justice Florida Legislative Day, Tallahassee, FL 
REGISTER NOW:  http://www.uujusticefl.org/BookingRetrieve.aspx?ID=63600 
 
Our elected officials MUST hear from us—otherwise they only hear from their largest campaign 
donors and corporate lobbyists.  The more WE THE PEOPLE are engaged, the more we bring the 
voice of our values to the public arena, the more impact we can have. Our MORAL voice is need-
ed.  It is time for EVERYONE to be engaged, to care enough to speak up and speak out to those 

in office, and to hold them accountable.  It is not enough just to VOTE, but VOTE WE 
MUST, in every election, as if our lives and the life of our planet depend on it—
because they do! 
  
Join us for these two important gatherings: 
Carpooling, room-sharing, and discounted lodging make these doable for all. 

  

Together we can make a difference! 

Anyone interested in attending either of these two events, should contact Joie Kohl of Triple U’s Social Ac-
tion Committee at jkohl@bellsouth.net.  

 

http://interfaithflorida.com/
http://www.uujusticefl.org/BookingRetrieve.aspx?ID=63600
mailto:jkohl@bellsouth.net
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We say farewell to another cherished friend... 
 
Ferguson, Marette CHESHIRE, CT - Marette B. Fergu-
son, 89, formerly of Pittsburgh and Orlando, passed 
away Friday, December 25, 2015 at Masonicare 
Health Center in Wallingford, CT. She was the wife of 
the late Raymond W. Ferguson who passed away in 
2009. Mrs. Ferguson was born October 4, 1926 in 
Port Arthur, TX, the daughter of the late Stanton E. 
and Mary (Patterson) Boney. Before moving to CT in 
2008, she was an active member of the University 
Unitarian Universalist Society in Orlando, Florida. She 
was a special education teacher who enjoyed travel-
ing with her family and vacationed all over the world. In her spare time she car-
ried on the family tradition of quilting. Mrs. Ferguson is survived by her children 
Janneane F. Gent of Cheshire, CT, Stuart R. Ferguson of Denver, CO and Lynn 
Ferguson Riggs of Falls Church, VA; as well as her five grandchildren Alison, Emi-
ly, Charlotte, Robin, and Peter. Arrangements - Funeral services and burial will be 
held at the convenience of the family in Brenham, TX and there are no calling 
hours. Memorial contributions may be made to Doctors Without Borders or the 
ACLU. The Alderson-Ford Funeral Home of Cheshire is assisting with arrange-
ments. For online condolences, to share a photo or a story, please vis-
it www.fordfh.com. 
 
Published in the Orlando Sentinel on Dec. 29, 2015- See more at: 
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/orlandosentinel/obituary.aspx?n=marette-
ferguson&pid=177062797&fhid=5220#sthash.2Gpbv11w.dpuf 

 
 
Rachel Aschemeyer’s family has asked me to extend their heartfelt appreciation for all that 
the members of the congregation did to make her memorial service so special.  Your individu-
al kindnesses and support were greatly appreciated.  On a personal note, I want to thank 
each and everyone one of you for the enormous amount of effort, time and love you gave so 
willingly and graciously to honor Rachel in this way.   I didn’t want to point to individual con-
tributions since I might inadvertently leave someone out, but I have to mention the wonderful 
Kelly Buchanan who with the help of many put on a perfect luncheon.  I can’t name everyone, 
but for those who brought food and wine, helped set up, helped clean up, helped in every 
way imaginable---thank you from the bottom of my heart. Watching everyone come together 
and give so selflessly was such a joy.  It makes me so proud to be a part of this wonderful 
congregation. 
        Joie Kohl  

http://pubads.g.doubleclick.net/gampad/jump?iu=/423686928/prod/obit-aff/obit-premium/clio-inline-1&t=clio%3DDWOB%26cobrand%3Dorlandosentinel%26linktext%3DDoctors%20Without%20Borders%26linkurl%3Dhttp%3A//ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/286982361%253B113943665%253Bs
http://www.fordfh.com/
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from 
UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sand-
wiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! Questions?  email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after ser-
vice on Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy 
social activities and a safe place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more infor-
mation! 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. 
Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, January 3rd, at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the 
economy and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, 
but you don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group:   A mysterious portrait of a woman who committed suicide three generations 
ago and musty files of a mid-20th century artists’ colony hide family secrets in our next book. 
Come join us for discussion of Rebecca Makkai’s THE HUNDRED YEAR HOUSE at Marilyn Stewart’s 
home at 10:00 am on January 9.  
 
Single Parents Helping Each Other:  If you’re a single parent, we would love for you to join us 
in the RE Building every 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 pm for support, friendships & fun.  
Please contact either Sue Hilley-Arcaya at (407) 221-9248 (text or call), email  suebase4@att.net 
or Marti Staton at (407)421-3758 (prefers texts), email mstaton444@gmail.com.  Childcare is pro-
vided. Hope to see you there! 

Social Action Committee:  See page 4 for Social Action Committee News.   
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gath-
ering together to share food and conversation.  We will meet on Monday, January 18th.  Please 
contact David McElroy for meeting information.  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     

 
The UUUS Women’s Circle:   See page 3 for upcoming events with the UUUS Women’s Circle!  
 
Young Adults...new at UUUS….YA’s...we have a new group who have just organized and want 
to meet to talk and plan possible activities.  They will meet next on Sunday, January 3rd, from 2-
4pm in the RE building.  If you are 18 or older and would like to be part of this new group, please 
bring your interest and ideas and join them! 
 

 
Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that 
you didn't do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail 
away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. 
Dream. Discover.                                                                                                            
 
(Mark Twain, 1835 – 1910) 
 

mailto:mstaton444@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

***Ongoing: 

Inquiring-

Minds 9:15a                

Elem RE 9:30 

Middle 10:45 

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

    1 2 

3 

Investment 
Group 11:45 
 
YA’s 2-4p 

4 5 
Alliance 1U 

6 7 8 9 

Novel Book 
Group 10a 

10 
Potluck 

11 12 
Alliance 1U 

13 14 15 

 
 
Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. 
Birthday 

16 

Single Par-
ents 3 pm 

17 18 

 
 
 
 
Men’s Group 

19 
Alliance 1U 

20 21 22 23 

24 
Social Action  
11:45a 
 

David Roth 
Concert 6p 

25 26 
Alliance 1U 

27 28 29 
 
 
Women’s  
Retreat  
29-30th 

30 

 
 
 
Women’s  
Retreat 

31       

January 2016 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Treasurer...Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Trustee...Hugo Scala...hugo@agencythe.net 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Past President...John Amein… john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

Building-Dave Symonds..uuus.facilities@gmail.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Steve Hall...hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Amy Mowbray… 

 mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com  

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Diana Ovadia, Eric Christensen, 

 Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Single Parents...Sue Hilley-Arcaya ...suebase4@att.net 

Women’s Circle...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:uuus.facilities@gmail.com

