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Sept. 6th   Chris Allen   “Normalizing Non-Belief among the General    
Public” 

In our country, religious belief not only functions as a litmus test for our civic and 
political leaders, it is also assumed to guarantee the trustworthiness and moral 
probity of anyone in the public at large. Chris Allen will speak to us about ways to 
normalize non-belief and move beyond this cultural status quo. Chris is the execu-
tive director of Hands On Orlando, a non-profit charity that promotes volunteerism 
and civic involvement. He is the founder of the Humanist Team and co-captain of 
the Atheist + Team on Kiva, a micro-lending website that supports economically 
poor entrepreneurs around the world. He is also a former national award winning 
television news reporter and a recipient of Orange County Citizen of the Year and 
currently serves as president of the Florida Humanist Association. 

Sept. 13th UUUS Voices    “Annual All Music Service” 

Have you ever had difficulty saying what really needed to be said?  Whether it's 
standing up for civil rights, speaking out against war, or calling attention to just 
about any other cause, music has, historically, offered a unique medium to voice 
concerns that regular speech does not.  Music is a form of expression that pro-
vides both the performer and the listener an opportunity to step outside of hum-
drum reality and step into a world where ideas and ideals are not limited by ha-
tred, politics, money, or the want of power.  As John Lennon once said:  "You 
may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one.  I hope someday you'll join us, 
and the world will be as one.”  UUUS members and guests present a variety of 
musical selections to reflect this theme.   Potluck Sunday 

Sept. 20th Rev. Bryan Fulwider   "Chronic Anxiety and Fundamentalist 
Fear" 

From those who fashion anti-woman sentiments into entire movements to block a 
woman's basic rights in regard to her own body, to the shrill voices assuring us 
that marriage equality destroys all marriage, to folks who call global climate 
change a myth, and the list goes on, there are a great number of things we are 
encouraged to fear and about which we're supposed to be anxious. How does the 
person seeking a deep spiritual life, deal with such thinking and belief? Join us on 
September 20, and we'll talk about it. 

Sept. 27th UUUS Membership Team “UUUS Annual Water Service” 

The annual water ritual at UUUS is a time for members, friends, and guests to 
share water from places that are special to them: new places visited; special times 
with family and friends; traditions closer to home; or perhaps symbolic water that 
represents life, energy, or conservation. The mingling of water and voices sharing 
from the heart represents the diversity of our congregation, our world, and the 
many sources of our faith tradition. Join us in sharing and as we welcome new 
members to our congregation. 

PROGRAMS FOR SEPTEMBER 
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President’s Message 

Thanks to all who contributed to making this a wonderful summer at UUUS. The summer chil-
dren’s R/E was a hit! Each Sunday members of our congregation volunteered to share their skills 
and interests with the kids.   

I’d like to thank:  Beth Keifer, Roberta Lerman, Lyn Bowen, Chad and Gina Busby,  Cindy Bayer, 
Donna Hackett, Dave McElroy, Paula Despang, and Gordy Woodsworth for their unique programs 
for our children as well as Amy Mowbray and Anne Packham for the many hours of coordination 
and oversight of the program. 

The August quarterly meeting saw the adoption of our Covenant of Right Relations, a document 
to which most all of us have contributed in some way over the past year. The covenant expresses 
our values and will help guide our community in the future as we continue to grow. 

We are also looking into a new rental opportunity. A language immersion day care is interested in 
a lease which could potentially bring in as much as $30,000 a year. This would go a long way to-
ward helping us finance a part-time, professional children’s R/E director. There are, of course, 
associated costs, risks and logistics challenges, some of which still need to be determined. If you 
have any questions regarding this rental project, please feel free to contact me at: sfried-
man15@gmail.com. 

I am excited about this potential renter and feel that we are getting financially poised to re-
invigorate our children’s R/E program with a new Religious Education Director, expand our com-
munity and share our values.  

In fellowship, 

Sylvia 

Are you interested in finding out more about Unitarian Universalism?   Come 

and Join Us for… 

   Visitor Welcome Class 

   Sunday  Sept 6th , 9:30 am at UUUS 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist 

faith and its origins. First time visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism 

will learn about the principles that guide us, this history behind us and re-

ceive a brief overview about the organization.   

  

If you are interested in attending this class please stop in the office and RSVP 

email: info@universityuus.org or call 407-737-4018 

Walk-ins Always Welcome!! 

Can’t make this one?  We hold this class at 9:30 am on the first Sunday of 

each month.  Join us!! 

mailto:info@universityuus.org
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RE for our children:  After a wonderful summer "guest 
speaker" series, our Religious Education classes for ele-
mentary age children resumed August 30th at the 9:30 
hour.  The younger elementary kids are enjoying the cur-
riculum "Picture Book U.U.", while the older elementary 
group began the "Toolbox of Faith" course. The classes 
are being taught by Amy Mowbray and Chloe 
McElroy.   Middle schoolers will meet for "Popcorn Theol-
ogy" with Happy Amein  beginning September 13th at the 
new, later time of 10:45 am. (after being sung out of service)  If you need more 
information about our programming for children, please contact Amy Mowbray 
at mowbrayamy@gmail.com. " 
 

 
Inquiring Minds meets every Sunday, from 9:30 until 10:15, in the RE building behind 
the main sanctuary.    Please contact Steve Hall with ideas or questions. 
(hallsorl@earthlink.net) 
 
THE CURRENT COURSE SERIES: The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Experi-
ence with Professor Andrew Newberg 

Water Service Sunday September 27
th

, 2015 

 

Please remember to bring your water to service on Sunday 9/27.  Everyone is asked 
to bring a small amount of water representative of past travels or some other signifi-
cant meaning. We will combine our waters into a communal bowl and briefly share 
where our waters came from and/or what this water symbolizes to you. 

 

This is also the day to welcome new members to the congregation.  If you are inter-

ested in joining the congregation as a member of UUUS on this day, please contact 

membership chair, Gina Busby: gthunder@cfl.rr.com  to be sure you are included in 

our special service.   

mailto:mowbrayamy@gmail.com
mailto:gthunder@cfl.rr.com
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Adults Night Out!! 
 

Join us for a new social happening we are calling 

“Adults Night Out”.  This month we will attend 

the opening night of “Women Playing Hamlet” pre-

sented by Southern Winds Theatre production owned 

by members David McElroy & Marylin McGinnis.  We 

hope you will join us…. 

Women Playing Hamlet 

at The Venue 

511 Virginia Drive 

Orlando FL 32803 

Sept 11, 2015 

7 pm 

Tickets: $20 - Pre-purchase tickets: 

 https://southern-winds-theatre.ticketleap.com/

women-playing-hamlet/ 

 

If you are able to meet up early we will meet 

down the street for a lite bite…. 

Santiago’s Bodega ~ 803 Virginia Drive ~ 5:30 pm 

 

Please RSVP by contacting  Gina Busby 

(gthunder@cfl.rr.com) or by using the signup 

sheet in the sanctuary, so we know to expect you.  
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UUUS Women's Circle 
About Us… 
 
Women's Circle Welcomes YoUU!  
 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, 5-6:30-- Sushi Pop 
Happy Hour menu.  Join in for a social night 
out at the areas number one local Sushi Res-
taurant.   Once a month we meet socially at 
an area restaurant; always for special pric-
ing!  Thanks Cynthia Bayer for this great idea!  
 
Friday September 25-- still looking for someone to head up this meeting at 
UUUS.  Have you an idea, craft, or inspiring activity to share?  We would love to 
hear from you!  
 
Save the Date:  Annual Women's Retreat--January 29-30, 2016-- plan to 
spend the night!  Location is UUUS.                                                                                                               
 

We are women of the University Unitarian Universalist Society.  Our group is one 

that you don't have to officially join.  If you are a woman and you have found an 

event that interests you, we invite you to join us for fun and fellowship.  We hope 

you will find our activities a nice way to connect with the women of our communi-

ty.    We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Big thanks to all members of the hospitality 
team for your time and service in the kitch-
en.   
 
Thank you to Pam Scala and Kelly Buchan-
an for a great job 
organizing and cleaning the kitchen and 
pantry areas.  New labels are on the way.  

Thank you!! Thanks to Andy and Lynn Bowen for donating the 
wonderful commercial 
coffee maker.  And to Dave & Julie Symonds for hooking up the 
water line and for painting the kitchen.  We're in business now!   
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UUUS says goodbye to a man who was instrumental in 

the founding of our church.  He and his wife Holly were 

generous with their time and treasure, active and sup-

portive in a myriad of ways.  Ed is the reason we have 

the beautiful memorial garden.  He and Holly hosted the 

original aesthetics committee, making many important 

decisions and contributions to our congregation.  Ed de-

signed, created and donated our beautiful wall of reli-

gious symbols, gracing our entrance.  We are so thankful 

for their generosity, support and creative gifts..                                                       

This is the obituary that was printed in the Orlando Sentinel: 

Edward Kimball died at the age of 95 on August 16 in Winter Park, Florida. Mr. Kimball was born in 

Weirsdale, Florida on July 25, 1920 to Harvey Kimball and Agnes Grace Simpson. After graduating 

from Florida's Mt. Dora High School, his life's path led him to many parts of the world as an agricul-

tural industrialist. He attended Penn State but left when asked by David Burpee of the Burpee Seed 

Company to go to Costa Rica in 1942 to research seed-development projects. From there he took a job 

with a branch of the Office of Inter-American Affairs (Food Production Division) in Panama and in 

1944 he joined the Army Quartermaster Corps in the Panama Canal Zone. In 1945 the Corps sta-

tioned him in Guatemala where he met his wife, Holly June Mitchell. They married 6 months later in 

Montclair, New Jersey. In early 1947 Kimball took a job with a Rockefeller organization, Internation-

al Basic Economy Corporation (IBEC), that sent him and his wife to Venezuela where they lived for 

12 years and where his two children were born. In 1961 he was employed by the International Paper 

Co. as Vice President of Overseas Division with management responsibility in companies all over the 

world. From 1969 to 1973 he again worked for IBEC, and in 1974 Vice-President Nelson Rockefeller 

hired him to manage his farm holdings in Latin America where Kimball was his right-hand man until 

1977. When Rockefeller left office, Kimball retired to Florida to operate his own citrus-growing busi-

ness jointly with foreign investors. By 1989 he had liquidated all businesses and focused on the Kim-

ball Foundation, a philanthropic public foundation that he and his wife Holly formed to fund worthy 

causes primarily in Central Florida. At age 71 he began a nonprofit venture called Harvest Help to 

grow vegetables on a parcel of land at Lake Apopka where over three years he produced almost single 

handedly more than 71 tons of food for local food kitchens. He became fascinated with the early ar-

chaeological history of Central Florida and Vermont and he avidly pursued that interest in his later 

years. He spent most summers with his family and relatives in Wallingford, Vermont, where he main-

tained the fields and woods. He is survived by his son Ed and daughter-in-law Kathy, daughter Carla, 

and three grandchildren (Jon, Tim, and Kriss). His wife Holly predeceased him in 2013 after 67 years 

of marriage. His two brothers Tom and Don, and sister Ada predeceased him as well. A celebration of 

his life will be held at the Oakland Nature Preserve in Oakland, Florida on Saturday, August 29, at 

10 a.m. Donations in his memory can be made to The Oakland Nature Preserve, 747 Machete Trail, 

Oakland FL 34787 or to the Environmental Law Center, Vermont Law School, P. O. Box 96, South 

Royalton VT 05068. - See more at: 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/orlandosentinel/obituary.aspx?n=edward-

kimball&pid=175639385#sthash.ijUR4kyH.dpuf 
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An update on youth Groups in Florida– It was certainly an eventful year for all of us, growing out of our Districts 
and Clusters, working to understand the new formats and organization of our new Region. As a Beacon youth advi-
sor, I have been deeply involved in the support of our amazing youth groups. A bit of history: YRUU (Young Religious 
UUs) was the program for middle and high school youth from the 1960s through the early 2000s. At General Assem-
bly in 2007 or 2008, it was announced that the UUA would no longer be supporting the YRUU format nationally and 
each state/congregation was invited to envision youth support. In April 2008, the active and statewide YRUU group in 
Florida held its annual Youth Caucus (their annual business meeting) and attendees voted to dissolve YRUU and no 
longer be under the authority of the Florida District Board. BEACON was formed, with each group directly tied to their 
home congregations, as well as a statewide governing body. In 2009, new organizational bylaws and guidelines were 
developed, to ensure a safe, healthy and thriving UU youth community for Florida Districtwide events. CONs (short 
for conferences) and Districtwide events are open to youth from 12 to 20 years of age, who are active in their local 
youth group and have BEACON trained youth advisors. This age range has been a part of YRUU as well as BEA-
CON and allows youth to model leadership skills and mentor to younger youth. We focus on youth empowerment and 
most of the leadership is held by youth. Each church formats their individual youth group meetings, based on congre-
gational and youth needs. 

As our District moved toward Regionalization, a new set of guidelines for our youth and youth groups were developed 
that did not involve the current participants. These new guidelines called for drastic changes to our youth groups. 
Many of these changes were based on the potential for problems, not the existence of them. Unfortunately, when we 
became aware of these guidelines, they were already in place. The BEACON community spent many hours in discus-
sion and meetings with members of the District Board and Regional Staff. It was ultimately BEACON’s decision to 
support their existing structure and forego Regional events, rather than drastically change the well documented, suc-
cessful, empowering and supportive structure that is BEACON. This past year has been one of examination, bridge 
building or strengthening within each of our congregations, within each of our groups. Each group has had deep and 
meaningful conversations with their congregations. By far, the vast majority have experienced love, support and 
deeper connections with their congregations. The conversations continue. 

BEACON has re-examined our policies and procedures, we have a strong and powerful voice, empowered youth are 
a force to behold! We look forward to a year of continued growth, continued conversation and meaningful gatherings. 
We thank all of you for your questions, your thoughtful conversation, your research, your support, your love and guid-
ance. It has been my honor to serve our youth and the statewide organization of BEACON for the past two years as 
the Adult Co-Chair with the Youth Co-Chair, Hannah Novotny, and I look forward to working closely with our youth 
and the new officers! 

Florida has always had a vibrant and active network of youth groups. Currently, there are eight or nine active BEA-
CON groups from Tallahassee to Miami, Tampa to Jacksonville…we cover the state! We gather monthly throughout 
the school year for CONs, each group taking turns hosting the event. It is a wonderful opportunity to see the UU con-
gregations around the state and take part in social action opportunities in many communities. Each CON has a 
theme, planned workshops, sometimes local social action, youth-led worship and plenty of community building and 
sharing. This past year, our average attendance was 60+ youth and advisors. Our advisors are identified and ap-
proved by the youth and congregants of their churches and attend BEACON youth advisor training, led by a UUA 
trained trainer. We are very conscious of the importance of our positions, of the trust placed in our hands by the 
youth, the parents and our congregations. 

Youth usually come to BEACON through attendance of OWL (Our Whole Lives), where they learn about other sup-
portive groups available for the 12-20 age range, through siblings, through friends. We usually have a wide age-range 
and that is part of the beauty of the group. They grow and learn from each other, have opportunities to be role models 
and mentors, learn leadership, organization, planning skills, as well as socialization and awareness of our religion and 
our commitments to each other and our planet. Throughout the year, each BEACON group meets at their home con-
gregation, usually weekly, although this is up to the individual groups. We share joys and concerns, discuss plans, 
play games, talk about topics of interest, generally enjoy having the group to help us through life and the transitions 
we all face. We provide a safe, supportive space for our youth. Our group sometimes goes on outings (we bowl, go to 
a movie, eat a meal together) and we also look for social action opportunities in our local community. We try to be a 
presence in our home congregations, offering support, ideas and energy. I can’t begin to explain the importance and 
impact of BEACON on our youth…not a CON worship service goes by without someone sharing how BEACON has 
impacted their life, how finding a safe place where each person is important, supported and celebrated, where they 
can be themselves has literally saved lives. This is a sacred commitment we make. This is the connection we create 
to sustain our youth as they travel through their journeys of growth and discovery. Let us all celebrate our youth!! - 
Chris Reid, Beacon Youth Advisor, UUUS 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from 
UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sand-
wiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! Questions?  email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after ser-
vice on Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy 
social activities and a safe place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more infor-
mation! 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. 
Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, September 6th, at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the 
economy and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, 
but you don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group:  Inspired by the life and work of Margaret Mead, EUPHORIA is the story of a 
love triangle among anthropologists in the wilds of 1930s New Guinea, by award-winning novelist 
Lily King. Join us at 10:00 am on September 12th at Marilyn Stewart’s home. 
 
Single Parents Helping Each Other:  If you’re a single parent, we would love for you to join us 
in the RE Building every 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 pm for support, friendships & 
fun.  Please contact either Sue Hilley-Arcaya at (407) 221-9248 (text or call), 
email suebase4@att.net OR Marti Staton at (407)421-3758 (prefers texts), 
email mstaton444@gmail.com.  Childcare is provided. Hope to see you there! 

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gath-
ering together to share food and conversation in September. Please contact David McElroy for 
more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     

 
The UUUS Women’s Circle:   See page 5 for upcoming events with the UUUS Women’s Circle!  
 

UUUS Choir Rehearsal 

Wed., September 2nd 7pm   Rehearsal 

Sun., September 6th          9:45 am              Service 

Wed., September 9th         7pm                     Rehearsal 

Sun., September 16th        9:45 am               Music Sunday Service 

Wed., September 30th       7pm     Rehearsal 

Sun., October 4th          9:45 am               Service 

mailto:suebase4@att.net
mailto:mstaton444@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Alliance—1U 

2 

 
 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal 7p 

3 4 5 

6 
Visitor’s 
Welcome 
Class 9:30a 
 
Investment 
Group 
11:45A 

7 

 
 
 
 
LABOR 
DAY 

8 
Alliance—1U 

9 
 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal 7p 

10 11 

 
 
 
Adult’s 
Night Out 
7pm 

12 

Work Day 9
-12 
 
Novel Book 
Group 10 a 

13 

Potluck 
Sunday 
 
Rosh 
Hashanah 
begins at 
sundown 

14 15 
Alliance—1U 

16 
 
 
Women’s 
Circle to Su-
shi Pop 

17 18 
 
Beacon to 
Jax for CON 
9/18-9/20 

19 

20 21 

 
 
UN Interna-
tional Day 
of Peace 

22 
Alliance—1U 
 
 
Yom Kippur 
begins at 
sundown 

23 

 
 
Autumnal 
Equinox 

24 25 
 
 
Women’s 
Circle meets 
7p 

26 

27 
 
Water Ser-
vice 

28 29 
Alliance—1U 

30 
 
 
Choir  
Rehearsal 7p 

   

September 2015 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Treasurer...Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Trustee...Hugo Scala...hugo@agencythe.net 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Past President...John Amein… john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

Building-Dave Symonds..uuus.facilities@gmail.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Steve Hall...hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Amy Mowbray… 

 mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com  

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Diana Ovadia, Eric Christensen, 

 Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Single Parents...Sue Hilley-Arcaya ...suebase4@att.net 

Women’s Circle...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:uuus.facilities@gmail.com

