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Inside this issue: 

March,  2015 

March 1, 2015 Rev. Rudolph C. Cleare        “The Way Forward”     
“We are commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Movement at a 
point in time when our American social fabric – woven as it is from separate 
threads of skin color, racial origin, language, sexual orientation, religious tradition, 
political affiliation, and regional custom - seems tattered and frayed in places.  My 
reflections will reach back into the vast storehouse of humanity’s spiritual tradi-
tions for words and images that speak of what, against great odds, might lead us 
in search of a way forward beyond our fears, beyond our disappointment, beyond 
the renewed mistrust our current sociopolitical circumstance has bred.”  Rev. 
Cleare is the Managing Director/Executive Vice-President of The Negro Spiritual 
Scholarship Foundation. 

March 8, 2015     Rev. Mark Spivey     “Neither a Borrower or a LENTer 
Be” – Applying the Practical Aspects of the Season of Sacrifice             
The Season of Lent (Sacrifice) is a good time to think about cultural practices that 
we engage in - often without thinking.  If we as a society (or church community) 
decided to give up something for Lent, what would be a good thing for which to 
declare a 40-day moratorium? What would we as a church be better off giving up 
for 40 days?  Or more?       Potluck Sunday 

March 15, 2015 Paula Despang  “Thoughts on Happiness”     
Something everyone wants and often thought of as elusive. You can’t buy it; does 
money help?  How do some seem to have it when looking in from the outside you 
wouldn’t expect it?  Where does it come from?  Can we make it?  What does it 
really mean?  Member and Counselor Paula Despang will explore happiness. 

March 22, 2015  Gordon Woodworth III “Spring Equinox: History, 
Astronomy, and Religion”          Gordon Woodworth, a UUUS member, shares 
with us today the meaning and history of the Spring Equinox beginning with the 
astronomical events that were noticed and recorded, how they influenced our an-
cestors and helped shaped their beliefs and world understandings,  and the ef-
fects of these understandings that are still with us in religions today. 

May 18th, 2015       Annual Flower Communion and Celebration of New 
Members    UUUS Membership Team     Please join our community as we par-
ticipate in one of our favorite annual rituals.  It’s simple – bring a flower.  Just one 
is enough. It can be your favorite flower, a flower from your own garden, a flower 
from your favorite place, a flower you pass on your way to Sunday Service or a 
flower from anywhere else. The beauty of this ritual is reflecting on the beautiful 
bouquets they make, together!  To see each flower as unique and as special as 
each person in our community.   Combined, the flowers represent our own bou-
quet of diversity.   New members will be welcomed into our community during this 
service – adding to the beauty and richness of our congregation.  Our member-
ship team, led by Gina Busby, will lead the celebration. 

PROGRAMS FOR MARCH 

https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?title=Managing+Director%2FExecutive+Vice-President&trk=prof-exp-title
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?company=The+%22Negro+Spiritual%22+Scholarship+Foundation&trk=prof-exp-company-name
https://www.linkedin.com/vsearch/p?company=The+%22Negro+Spiritual%22+Scholarship+Foundation&trk=prof-exp-company-name
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Inquiring Minds meets every Sunday, from 9:30 until 10:15, in the 

RE building behind the main sanctuary.    Watch the weekly news for 

information about speakers.  If you know of a speaker who would like 

to present to I.M.'s contact Steve Hall. 

President’s letter  

Thank you to everyone for attending our February Quarterly Meeting. As you heard at the meet-
ing overall we are doing relatively well financially. We have about $20,000 in our operating 
budget to pay our bills and $23,000 in our capital account set aside for a new roof. Of concern 
is the need for 3 air conditioners in the main sanctuary that are almost 20 years old. We have 5 
more years on our mortgage for the religious education building. The current amount due is 
$120,000.   

On March 1 we are starting our pledge drive for the 2015-2016 fiscal year. Our goal for this year 
is $100,000, which is a 10% increase above last year. This additional money is to pay for in-
creases in the budget for religious education supplies, web support, hospitality, membership 
events and a small amount toward a new air conditioner.  

The big news is that our beloved religious education director, Happy Amein, will be retiring the 
end of May. One of the major issues to be discussed at our pledge dinners is how do we as a 
congregation want to proceed with this challenge both in the near future and in the long range.  

You will be receiving a call, in the next couple weeks, to be invited to a potluck dinner at 
someone’s home or a brunch with childcare at the church. At these gatherings we will discuss 
our need for a new religious education director as well as the financial needs of our church. You 
will be asked to pledge for next year, so make your decisions carefully and as generously as you 
can. Remember, we are the stewards of our own future. 

In fellowship,  Sylvia 

 

Choir  Rehearsal Schedule   (contact Janet Leavens for more 
info) 

Sunday, March 1st, 9:45 am:                    Pre-service Warm-up 

Wednesday, March 25th, 7pm:                  Rehearsal 

Wednesday, April 1st, 7pm:                     Rehearsal 
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"Back to Nature" Field Trip...RE 
March 8 at  9:15 - 11:30  we are heading out to a wildlife refuge center in east Or-

lando - called "Back to Nature" 
The mission of their program is to educate Central Florida’s residents through guided educational 
refuge tours of the wildlife rehabilitation center and meet some of the exotic and non-releasable 
native species who live permanently at the wildlife refuge. Get the chance to see over 30 different 
wildlife species as well as learn about how you can help save your local environment.  Special 
guests at the center right now are nesting bald eagles!!!!  The website has more info 
at http://www.btnwildlife.org/ 
 
The refuge is located at 10525 Clapp Simms Duda Rd. Orlando, FL. 
 
We will leave the UUUS Fellowship at 9:15. Its about at 15 minute drive.  Volunteers will drive 
the kids in their own cars -- we need about two more parents to help out with driving.  Please con-
tact Happy if you can help drive!    
 
 

Contact Happy Amein if you have questions or can volunteer to drive -- 561 306 0881 
or happy@citrusoak.com.    

 

Fill out this permission form  

so that we know who is coming on the field trip: 
 
 https://docs.google.com/a/citrusoak.com/forms/d/1jNGP5lBpG_3FcS9UXuHvdwgpmf_iTQe-
0Xc5PP84RwQ/edit 
 
Cut and paste link above into your your browser.    

        
      

March 8th Daylight Savings Time 
changes again!   Make sure to set your 
clock or you will miss the field trip.    

http://universityuus.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dee0e6a91c7b3cc7337fd002&id=66707e656d&e=b7b217a6e3
mailto:happy@citrusoak.com
http://universityuus.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dee0e6a91c7b3cc7337fd002&id=5107f7227a&e=b7b217a6e3
http://universityuus.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dee0e6a91c7b3cc7337fd002&id=5107f7227a&e=b7b217a6e3
http://universityuus.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dee0e6a91c7b3cc7337fd002&id=5107f7227a&e=b7b217a6e3
http://universityuus.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0dee0e6a91c7b3cc7337fd002&id=5107f7227a&e=b7b217a6e3
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Our 2015 retreat was 
attended by a record 
number (33!) of beau-
tiful women!  Held 
right on our stunning  
grounds it was a won-
derful day for all!  We 
learned more about 
each other, experi-
enced stretching and movement for 
strength and physical fitness, en-
joyed healthy lunch choices using 
all our senses as we ate outdoors 
and connected further.  Zentangle, 
engaged us after lunch.  In the late 

Afternoon we sampled 
wine and cheese while 
we got creative with 
bras and enjoyed 
beautiful henna art! 
Thank you to everyone 
who participated in 
this amazing day, and 
especially hose who 
helped make it hap-
pen ! For next years retreat we are looking at the possi-
bilities of going off-site; please offer your ideas for any 
special places or locations.   

Saturday, March 21-Free the Giant Within Workshop 

Make Saturday a Justice Saturday! If you are not marching with Coalition 

of Immokalee Workers in St Petersburg, come to the Empowerment 

Workshop sponsored by UU Justice Florida and the Northeast Cluster. 

First you will learn ways to energize your path with peace and in the after-

noon you can choose one of three breakout sessions: Environmental Jus-

tice and Commit2Respond with UU Ministry for Earth leaders, Irene and 

Bob Keim; Creating  a Message that Delivers for varied platforms with 

1U’s ministerial intern,  Lois Cole, and First Steps for a Justice Initia-

tive – applying Nancy Nordyke-Shelley’s  Florida’s mass incarceration initi-

ative as a model.  Come for just the morning. Don’t pay and bring your 

lunch and contact Martha to register.  Or, register http://bit.ly/1ygxatU . Raffle for SSL tee 

shirts. Raffle for large SSL banner. Or, just call or write Martha Hartgering at pos-

turenurse@yahoo.com or 352-242-2437. 

 

http://bit.ly/1ygxatU
mailto:posturenurse@yahoo.com
mailto:posturenurse@yahoo.com
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Sunday March 29th is our annual Flower Ceremony.  We celebrate this ritual 

in recognition of beauty, human uniqueness, diversity, and community.  We 

hope you will join us on this special day and participate in this ceremony by 

bringing a flower for our communal vase.  You will go home with a different 

flower than the one you brought. 

 

 

 
 

  

As a tradition we couple this service with a celebration of New Mem-

bers.  Please join us in recognizing our new members and their decision to 

join our UUUS community!  
 

  

Are you interested in finding out more about Unitarian Universalism?   Come 

and Join Us for class… 

             Visitor Welcome Class 

          Sunday March 1st, 9:30 am at UUUS 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist 

faith and its origins. First time visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism 

will learn about the principles that guide us, this history behind us and receive 

a brief overview about the organization.  

  
New Member Orientation Class 

 Sunday March 15th, 11:45 am at UUUS 

This class is intended for those who are new to membership or who are ex-

ploring the possibilities of joining the UUUS congregation. This orientation will 

provide a deeper understanding of our congregation, how the church is or-

ganized and the programs offered.  

  

If you are interested in attending a class please stop in the office and RSVP 

email: info@universityuus.org or call 407-737-4018 

Child care is provided.  Walk-ins Always Welcome!! 

mailto:info@universityuus.org
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February 2015: Crossing the Bridge for Justice—Selma Sun-
day March 8 

Who could have predicted that as we approach the 50th anniversary of the 1965 March on Selma 
there would be a rising racial justice movement, captured by 
the slogan “Black Lives Matter,” spreading around the coun-
try and inspiring new hope? As Dr. King said, “injustice any-
where is a threat to justice everywhere,” and will always be 
resisted. The current moment has been a long time coming 
but the resistance to injustice has been there, struggling to 
break through the everyday status quo, including the social 
justice organizing status quo.  
On March 8 we will join together, all across the country, 
in crossing the bridge for justice. Selma Sunday will be 
an opportunity for all people of faith to deeply honor the 
sacrifices that have been made and rededicate ourselves 

to the struggle for racial justice that continues today.  

As Taquiena Boston, Rev. Alicia Forde, Dr. Janice Marie 
Johnson, Elizabeth Terry, and Jessica York, all UUA staff, 
women of color, and leaders in our movement, said in a powerful recent message: 

We once again stand on the precipice of a significant movement for racial equity. This mo-
ment, this movement, calls to us to respond as people of faith anchored in the affirmation of 
the inherent worth and dignity of every person – to include the most marginalized and op-
pressed locally and globally. Our commitment is to solidarity, to show up when called, to be 
bridge builders for an equitable society. As Unitarian Universalists, we commit to saying "yes" 
because we realize that there is still so much work to be done. There is still so much non-
violent agitation required to disrupt the foundations of white supremacy. There is still so much 
witness to bear and ours is the task of being in solidarity with as well as tending to the com-
munities of which we are a part. People of Color in our communities, whose daily bur-
dens are made heavier by a system that does not believe #BlackLivesMatter, look to 
our communities of faith for the spiritual sustenance needed to thrive. Hence, the strug-
gle to lift the burdens of racism is not solely political: it is sacred, life-saving work necessary 
to heal the souls of us all. 

We have an opportunity in Selma and across the nation on Selma Sunday to commemorate the 
civil rights leaders and movement of the Selma generation and go boldly forward, crossing the 
bridge for justice into a new era where we recognize and act on the interconnectedness of all injus-
tices and all struggles to create a compassionate, equitable, just world.  (continued on page 7) 

http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=EJ7diwN2jOmvoOJ0Re5z5G%2B6gjbTpLBS
http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=3AqSdK9BOwMlYslIAX%2Bi92%2B6gjbTpLBS
http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=9YLMtdeL4UXGN9fTiJ86kO2OzEQHToz1
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If you are coming to Selma, plan on joining the UU contingent for the march over the Edmund Pet-
tus Bridge. RSVP and get up-to-the-minute details via the Facebook event. Bring your “Black 
Lives Matter” and “Love” signs. 

And if you are not traveling to Alabama, join those who are by holding a Selma Sunday worship 
service and vigil. Imagine UU congregations across the country holding vigils, partnering with 
Black Lives Matter activists and others, at the same time thousands in Selma re-cross the bridge. 
We also hope you will take an offering for the James Reeb Fund to support UU multicultural pro-
grams and racial justice organizing.  
Will you join us? You can find Selma Sunday worship materials, sample order of service, vigil sug-
gestions, and much more at www.uua.org/selmasunday.   

 In faith & love, Alex, Annette, Audra, Janice, Jennifer, 
Jessica, Lesley, Nora, Susan, and Taquiena     Multicultural Growth & Witness staff 
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Join us for our second annual UUUS Seder celebration. The Passover Seder is a 
Jewish ritual feast that marks the beginning of the Jewish holiday Passover.  We 
will  follow the Haggadah from UUA, and promise this to be a very festive even-
ing!  Mark your calendar for Friday, April 3rd, 6:30 pm.  

And that is just the point... how the world, moist and beautiful, calls to 
each of us to make a new and serious response. That's the big question, 
the one the world throws at you every morning. “Here you are, alive. 
Would you like to make a comment?” 

(Mary Oliver, 1935 - ) 

http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=NBU3f0k2dWXAbdPsLxcLSm%2B6gjbTpLBS
http://org.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=2uc%2F7MMCGaxkYnIIbA7WiG%2B6gjbTpLBS
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from 
UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sand-
wiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! Questions?  email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after ser-
vice on Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy 
social activities and a safe place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more infor-
mation! 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. 
Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, March 1st at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the 
economy and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, 
but you don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group: The group meets at Marilyn Stewart’s home on March 14, at 10:00. Our 
book is THE ART OF HEARING HEARTBEATS by Jan-Philipp Sendker. A Best-seller in Germany, the 
story of the love between a Burmese orphan and a crippled girl transcends time and continents. 
 
Single Parents Helping Each Other:  If you’re a single parent, we would love for you to join us 
in the RE Building every 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 pm for support, friendships & fun. 
 Please contact either Sue Hilley-Arcaya at (407) 221-9248 (text or call), 
email suebase4@att.net OR Marti Staton at (407)421-3758 (prefers texts), 
email mstaton444@gmail.com.  Childcare is provided. Hope to see you there! 
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gath-
ering together to share food and conversation at 6:30 PM on Monday, March 16, 2015. Please con-
tact David McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     
 
The UUUS Women’s Circle:   Plans for the month of March were not available for the newslet-

ter.  Please watch the weekly news or contact Jill Metz for further information. 
 

Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of 
strength that will endure as long as life lasts. There is something infi-
nitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature -- the assurance that 
dawn comes after night, and spring after winter. 

 

(Rachel Carson, 1907 – 1964) 

mailto:suebase4@att.net
mailto:mstaton444@gmail.com
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 Inquiring 

Minds 9:15a               

Child RE 9:30a  

Adult RE 9:30a 

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

   

March 2015 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Cari Mitchell...carisemail@cfl.rr.com 

Treasurer...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past President...John Amein…  

 john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

Building-Dave Symonds..uuus.facilities@gmail.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Steve Hall...hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com  

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Diana Ovadia, Eric Christensen, 

 Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Circle...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:uuus.facilities@gmail.com

