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Inside this issue: 

July 2014 

July 6       Steve Jens-Rochow    "Unitarian Universalism  and Our Pro-
phetic Imperative" 

As we celebrate Independence Day it seems fitting to discuss UU's role as a nec-
essary voice in our democracy. Steve is on the board of UU Justice Florida 
whose mission is to build a statewide network of social justice committees and 
UU Congregations in FL and partner with interfaith and public interest groups to 
promote justice, equity and compassion in public policy. Move to Amend, Cli-
mate Change, and Immigration Reform are major areas of interest. 

Steve will speak at the 9:15 IM Group: The Rise of Corporate Power and at the 
10:30 service: Unplug Corporate Power. 

July 13     Ms. Deborah Green     "Audubon - Birds and More - Much 
More!" 

Deborah Green, President of the Orange County Audubon Society, shares our 
local Audubon's efforts to support and conserve the birds, wildlife, and natural 
ecosystems of the Central FL area. "Connecting People with Nature," offering 
education and advocacy opportunities to care for, understand, and enjoy our 
world, Audubon's mission helps foster recognition of the intangible values in the 
remaining natural areas of FL. Enjoy learning more about Audubon and perhaps 
new places to enjoy this summer!    Potluck 

July 20     Rachel Christensen   “Reflections on Hope” 
 
Rachel Christensen, a long-time UUUS member and friend, is currently in her 
final year of seminary at Meadville Lombard Theological School. Her participa-
tion in the Master of Divinity Program has broadened her understanding of Uni-
tarian Universalism and other religions and philosophies and we will benefit to-
day from her experiences. 

 

July 27 Clayton Louis Ferrara   The Hive: Orlando’s Premiere Think & 
Do Tank 

Clayton Ferrara is the Exec. Director of IDEAS (Intellectual Decisions on Environmen-

tal Awareness Solutions), a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, started in Orlando and 

accredited by the United Nations, whose mission is advancing sustainability and envi-

ronmental awareness through campus and community action.  The HIVE is the latest 

effort – a local community action network that solves local issues with hands-on ac-

tion.  Our first update from IDEAS was in 2012 and a lot has happened since then.  

IDEAS and the HIVE are full of contagious energy – join us to hear all the good work 

they’ve done already in Central FL and what’s next! 

PROGRAMS FOR JULY 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  

At the Annual Meeting in May, the new Board of Trustees was honored to be introduced to the congrega-
tion: 

President: Sylvia Friedman                                                                                                           
Vice President: Amy Mowbray                                                                                                     
Treasurer: Chad Busby                                                                                                                
Secretary: Cari Mitchell                                                                                                              
Trustee: Barry Lundin                                                                                                                    
Trustee: Anne Packham                                                                                                             
Trustee: Miek Buchanan                                                                                                              
Past President: John Amein 

As the new fiscal year begins this month at UUUS, we are looking forward to serving the congregation. 

We welcome your input, suggestions and comments. 

This month brings another change to our community as well. After seven years of dedication, helping in 

the office and with children’s RE, Michelle Smith is leaving. As the congregation seeks to grow, the posi-

tion of Church Administrator is expanding, and Carol Raburn has been chosen by the Personnel Commit-

tee to fill this new role. She will be working 25 hours a week, Sunday through Thursday, so everyone will 

have the opportunity to get to know her. Please join the Board in extending her a warm welcome. 

As your new president, I plan to be at the church on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. I will be able to 

help Carol get to know our church, and I invite your calls and visits. 

In fellowship, 

Sylvia 

THE ALLIANCE 

July 1 @ 10 a.m. Members work on Bazaar/Thrift Shop donations.  10:30  Board members  meet in the 
Library of Gore Hall.  Members enjoy brown bag lunches followed by a business meeting.  

July 8 @ 10 a.m. Members work on Bazaar/Thrift Shop donations.11:30 Members will enjoy a Potluck 
Lunch 

July 15 DUE TO THE USE OF GORE HALL FOR ELECTION TRAINING THERE WILL BE NO MEETING OF THE 
ALLIANCE ON THIS DATE.  At 10 a.m. members will make bologna sandwiches for the Homeless  in the 
Assembly Room of the Ed. Building. For information contact Ellen Hone or Sharon Durrant. 

July 22 @ 10 a.m. Members work on Bazaar/Thrift Shop donations. 11:30 a.m. brown bag lunches.  12:30 
Members meet in Gore Library for a presentation by Joan and Jim Erwin on three upcoming amendments 
on November’s ballot,including the interesting Legacy water conservation amendment, the 2nd amendment ad-
dressing medical marijuana and the third on the appointment of the next round of Florida judges by the exiting 
governor. 

July 29 @  10 a.m. Members work on Bazaar/Thrift Shop donations.  11:30 – 12 Members enjoy brown 

bag lunches.  12:15 Video on CIW in Library 
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Inquiring Minds continues to have vibrant programs: discussions, outside speak-
ers and open mic Sundays.  To be added to our contact  list and learn of the Sun-
day's meeting topic, contact the UUUS Office and write "I.M. Contact List" on the 
Subject Line.  We meet each Sunday from 9:15-10:15 in our  Education Building. 

 
 
 
 
David Williamson of the Central Florida Freethought 
Community spoke with the IM group in May, with a rec-
ord attendance of 33! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
David and Tushka Hill of the Choctaw nation with Kathy 
McCambridge.  Tushka Hill spoke of the Trail of Tears at 
a June service. 
 

Triple U Social 

 Everyone is invited to our first Triple U Social!                                   
Bring an appetizer and or a beverage to share                                    
and we will eat, drink and be merry together. 

Join in on the fun: 

Friday, August 1 

7 – 9 pm at UUUS 

Childcare will be provided.  Children will have their own supervised social with pizza and bever-
ages.  Please RSVP if you will be attending with children to info@universityuus.org. 

mailto:info@universityuus.org
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Youth from UUUS and BBUUC (Jacksonville) travel Trail of Tears – On 
the morning of June 7th, vans full of youth, advisors, parents, snacks, bedding, 
suitcases, bags of all sizes and various devices for routes and music left Buck-
man Bridge UU Church 
(Jacksonville) and University 
UU Society (Orlando) on a 
social justice adventure.  We 
met up for the first time at 
the Georgia Welcome Center 
and continued our journey 

north.  Conceived by advisor Juan Fuentes of UUUS, the 
trip blossomed and took shape over the past 4 months.  
The Jacksonville group had to change their original 
plans for a group trip and joined the expedition about 2 
months ago.  There were 20 youth and 7 adults.   

 
The 
main 
focus of the trip was a portion of the Trail of Tears, trav-
elled by Native Americans in the 1830’s, after losing their 
land to the US government, who began to forcibly remove 
them.  Some 46,000 Native Americans from the Chero-
kee, Muscogee, Seminole, Chickasaw and Choctaw na-
tions, as well asothers, were driven from their homelands.  
16,000 
Cherokee 
were sent 
to removal 
camps on 
the Ten-

nessee River to begin their forced march to Indian Territory 
(now known as Oklahoma), a journey of 800 miles.  Thou-
sands died along the way, making it a true Trail of Tears.  
 
Our group first headed to Bryson,North Carolina, where we 
spent 2 days experiencing a Cherokee bonfire at Oconaluft-

ee Island 
Park, attended services at a Cherokee Methodist Church 
(where we heard Amazing Grace in Cherokee),  went to the  
incredible Museum of the Cherokee Indian, played in the 
river, climbed a trail to waterfalls, again played in the river, 
experienced the Oconaluftee Village and attended the out-
door play, Unto These Hills.  Some of the group met with a 
Cherokee youth group council, structured much like Beacon 
in Florida.  They hope to maintain contact and offered Flori-
da hospitality! 
 
On Tuesday, the group packed up (we enjoyed a bunkhouse 
for 3 nights, that slept more than 30 and had bunk beds in  
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many rooms!) and head-
ed for Tennessee.  We 
drove through the beau-
tiful Smokey Mountains 
and enjoyed the chilly 
weather at the top of 
one.  We explored the 
caves, stalactites and 
stalagmites in the Lost 
Sea, where Native Ameri-
cans held councils and 
used the caves for hid-
ing, what an experience!  
Many of the teens 
thought it a great place for the zombie apocalypse! There is a huge under-

ground lake, amazing sights.  We were hosted for 2 
nights at the UU Church of Chattanooga, who opened 
their building, their hearts and their arms to us.  The 
church had a cook out to welcome us and we were 
able to meet many of their members, exchanging ide-
as, youth group practices, invitations to participate in a 
Florida CON.  We had a personal tour of the Chicka-
mauga Battlefield and Museum and departed for Ruby 
Falls, another incredible place of caves and a huge un-
derground waterfall.   
 
Thursday found us packed up again and headed to 
Rock City, where vistas can cover 7 states!  We toured 
New Echota, the Cherokee National Capital from 1825-
1838, a historic village that was the beginning of the 
Trail of Tears, near Marietta, Georgia.  Emerson UU hosted us on Thursday night, in their new congrega-
tional home…they had purchased the building and moved in only 2 months ago!  We were their first over-
night guests!  They were warm and welcoming and we exchanged information about youth groups, activi-

ties, CONs and encouraged them to be in 
contact with the Chattanooga group!   
 
Friday morning we breakfasted together 
then headed out to our respective congre-
gations, full of new knowledge, new con-
nections, memories of a week full of shar-
ing, caring, laughter and lots of hiking!  It 
was a spectacular week!   
 
We all want to thank our congregations for 
their support, both financial and emotion-
al…we are able to stretch our boundaries 
and knowledge with the love and support 
we all receive. What a gift to our youth and 
to us!                                                                 
Article and photos by Chris Reid, UUUS 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS and 
1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the home-
less.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in July,  call Kathy 
Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com  See page 2 for July’s calendar. 

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after service on 
Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth groups around the 
state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy social activities and a safe 
place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more information! 

Book Discussion Group:   There was no information about the next Book Discussion Group for June. 
Please contact Steve Hall for more information at hallsorl@earthlink.net.  
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, July 6th at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and investing. 
We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be knowl-
edgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group: July’s book is THE CUCKOO’S CALLING by Robert Galbraith/aka J.K. Rowling. When 
down-on-his-luck P.I. Cormoran Strike is hired to investigate the apparent suicide of supermodel Lula Land-
ry, he and his new assistant Robin Ellacott are plunged into the wacky world of London’s rich and famous. 
Rowling is in fine form in this funny, gripping, and beautifully written crime novel. Plucky Robin and hard-
bitten Strike are a dynamic duo you won’t want to miss. Join us on July 12 at 10:00 at Marilyn Stewart’s 
home. 
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering to-
gether to share food and conversation on Monday, July 14th from 6:30  to 9 pm.  Please contact David 
McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     
 
The UUUS Women’s Group: The Women’s Group usually gathers together on the last Friday of each 
month, sometimes away from UUUS, for socialization, support and laughter.  Please contact Jill Metz for 
more information. 

 

An RE Reminder...SUMMER 2014 Program — 
During our summer months we will have a more relaxed environment.  The kids will have super-
vised care from 9:30 -12:30 each Sunday.  Either Chloe McElroy  and/or  Andre Rawlerson will be 
there each Sunday having fun and keeping the kids safe.  (We do not offer after service care on 
potluck Sundays from 11:30-12:30.  Children are in their family care during this time of communi-
ty.)  
 
The kids will be able to choose from three activities each Sunday and can move between them as 
their interest varies:   
 1) Active journaling project  — A UU Do it Yourself Journal   
 2) Free play on playground  
 3) Massive Lego project — "Lego-opolis", a dream town created through out the whole 
summer.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Ongoing Sunday 

events  

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a          

Child RE 9:30a  

Adult RE 9:30a 

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

 1 

Alliance 1U 

2 3 4 5 

6 

Investment 

Club 11:45A 

7 8 
Alliance 1U 

9 10 11 12 

Novel Book 

Group 10am 

13  

Potluck 

14 

 

 

 

Men’s Group 

6:30-9pm 

15 
Alliance 1U 

16 17 18 19 

20 

 

 

SUUSI  

7/20-7/26 

21 22 
Alliance 1U 

23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 
Alliance 1U 

30 31 August 1 

 

UUUS  

Social    

7-9 pm 

 

July 2014 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Cari Mitchell...carisemail@cfl.rr.com 

Treasurer...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Immediate Past President...John Amein…  

 john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

 Building...Dave Symonds 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson,  

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 
 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 

Communications 

Webmaster…Rosandra Montequin and Alan Gaynor 

 webmaster@universityuus.org 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 


