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July 5  "The Meaning of Citizenship"  HOPE CommUnity Center Members 

"The state of being vested with the rights, privileges, and duties of a citizen." To 
those of us born here, citizenship is something we perhaps take for granted. To-
day, we'll hear from members of the HOPE CommUnity Center of Apopka from 
their personal perspectives on citizenship: working hard to become a US Citi-
zen, navigating immigration regulations to stay in our country, advocating for just 
immigration reform, and more.  On this Independence Day weekend, as we cele-
brate our country founded on freedom for everyone, let's take time to reflect and 
understand what citizenship really means, to everyone. 

July 12 Rev. Mark Spivey     "Freedom Through Sacrifice”  

In a culture of conflict, painful intolerance and increasing suspicion, the message 
of Romans: 12 encourages us to develop a spirit of cooperation through utilizing 
our differences.  Paul offers instruction on how to transform our minds, renew our 
hope and practice "a gracious love" to form a united people in pursuit of purpose-
ful peace.  Mark Spivey returns to our pulpit today to share his insights and wis-
dom on a topic much-needed today.    POTLUCK 

July 19   Peter Carlson  “Healing the Heart, Healing the Mind – A Con-
temporary Buddhist Path to Peace” 

This presentation will explore the classical Buddhist “Four Noble Truths” from a 
contemporary psychological perspective.  The Four Truths are:  suffering, causes 
of suffering, experience of relief from suffering, and the ways and means to 
achieve that relief.  The founding teacher for the Orlando Insight Meditation 
Group, a non-profit dedicated to providing training in mindfulness and loving kind-
ness meditation since 1993, Peter is also a psychotherapist and perceives Bud-
dhism as a profoundly spiritual psychology.   

July 26  David McElroy & Marylin Fermanich   “Great Unitarians:  John 
and Abigail Adams”  

Join us today to hear John and Abigail talk about their lives, faith and relationship,  
presented in character by UUUS Members and actors David and Marylin.  One of 
history’s greatest partnerships, John and Abigail were both raised in Congrega-
tionalist homes.  John ultimately left behind many fundamental doctrines of con-
ventional Christianity, such as the Trinity and the divinity of Jesus, becoming a 
Unitarian. Abigail, influenced by her father, a liberal Congregationalist, grew to 
emphasize the importance of reason and morality in religious life. They were lov-
ers, friends, counselors, and mentors to one another into old age.     

 

PROGRAMS FOR JULY 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 

July marks the beginning of the new fiscal year at UUUS, and I am so excited for the things that 
lay ahead of us! 

You really came through with the pledge drive for this year! Our goal was to raise $101,000, and 
together, you pledged $104,604. Thank you to everyone who pledged. Your pledges allow the 
Board to plan for the coming year, and because you were so generous, we will be able to run the 
church efficiently. At this point, last year’s pledges are close to being paid in full. If you have any 
questions about how much you’ve contributed toward your pledge, please feel free to stop by the 
office. 

During this new fiscal year we will begin the search for a part-time, professional Director of Reli-
gious Education. A donor has offered $6,000 in matching funds to help pay for this essential part 
of our church life. I am happy to say that we have raised $2,432.00 so far. You will notice that 
when the baskets for offering are passed on Sunday mornings, they will have two sections: one is 
for the standard contribution/share the plate, and one is for the DRE fund. The sooner we reach 
the goal of $6,000, the sooner we can move forward with this exciting new undertaking.  

Finally, the new year also marks a change in the make-up of our Board. Please join me in wel-
coming Martha Kirby as Treasurer, Janet Leavens as Secretary, and Hugo Scala as Trustee. I’d 
like to thank Chad Busby, Cari Mitchell and Barry Lundin for their years of service as they move 
on to other endeavors and positions within the church.  

In fellowship, 

Sylvia 

 
 
 
There is no one but us. There is no one to send, not a clean hand 
or a pure heart on the face of the earth or in the earth—only 
us… unfit, not yet ready, having each of us chosen wrongly, 
made a false start, yielded to impulse and the tangled comfort 
of pleasures, and grown exhausted, unable to seek the thread, 
weak, and uninvolved. But there is no one but us. There has 
never been. 
(Annie Dillard, 1945 - ) 
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Inquiring Minds meets every Sunday, from 9:30 until 10:15, in the RE building behind the 

main sanctuary.    Please contact Steve Hall with ideas or questions. (hallsorl@earthlink.net) 
 
THE NEXT COURSE SERIES: The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Experience 
with Professor Andrew Newberg 
 
This Sunday, July 5 at 9:15am,  Inquiring Minds will continue with the 24 lecture series with 
Professor Andrew Newberg from the Myrna Brind Center of Integrative Medicine at Thomas Jef-
ferson University Hospital. The series title is The Spiritual Brain: Science and Religious Ex-
perience. We will watch and discuss “Why Do We Have a Spiritual Brain?” Each lecture is 
about 30 minutes which leaves 30 minutes for group discussion. Join us. If you find yourself run-
ning late for the class, please just enter quietly and be seated. 
  
Does God exist? Do we have a soul? Is it possible to make contact with a spiritual realm? How 
should we respond to the divine? Will life continue beyond death? 
  
Whether you are a deeply religious person, a spiritual seeker, or one who has come to doubt or 
disbelieve in a spiritual power, you have probably pondered these questions and at least begun 
to answer them for yourself. In fact, archaeological and historical records show that even the 
earliest humans were aware of a spiritual realm and developed religious practices as a result. 
  
One of humanity’s most awesome forces, the spread and practice of religion has exerted a pro-
foundly outsized effect on individuals and entire civilizations, altering the course of history. The 
religious impulse is so powerfully pervasive that neuroscience has posed a provocative question: 
Are our brains wired to worship? 

Are you interested in finding out more about Unitarian Universalism?   Please contact Gina Busby 
(gthunder@cfl.rr.com) for dates and times….Come and Join Us for class! 

 

Visitor Welcome Class 
 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist 

faith and its origins. First time visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism 

will learn about the principles that guide us, this history behind us and         

receive a brief overview about the organization.  

New Member Orientation Class 

This class is intended for those who are new to membership or who are ex-

ploring the possibilities of joining the UUUS congregation. This orientation will 

provide a deeper understanding of our congregation, how the church is or-

ganized and the programs offered. 
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SHARING GA 2015...By Kindra Muntz, UU Justice FL  Prior to the opening night of our 2015 Uni-
tarian Universalist General Assembly in Portland, Oregon, June 24-28, on Wednesday I attended a special 
four-hour workshop for the 21 networks in the national Coalition of UU State Action Networks.  Forums and 
speakers provided tips on building beloved community, fundraising, and communications. See the new UU 
website for all UU state networks www.cuusan.org and a new resource for building Beloved Communi-
ty www.bethelove.net.    

How great it is to work with UUs from around the country!  At the Convention Center, Alice Primack (our 
newest UU Justice Florida board member from Gainesville) and I both saw old friends from earlier UU con-
gregations and events. GA is both “old home week” and a feast of new ideas. The Opening Celebration is 
always amazing, with the banner parade representing congregations from all over the country and the 
world; with joyful music; and in this GA, solemn memories of the nine lives lost in Charleston, and reaffirma-
tion that we must all help love conquer hate in this world. I hope all UUs can experience at least one GA, 
and see how it might open new worlds both for you and for your congregation. 

Wednesday:  Here are the Florida banners I saw at the Opening Celebration:  Miami UU, Emerald Coast, Riv-
er of Grass and Mosaic. I know other Florida congregations (including my own in Venice) were represented. 
Next year at GA in Columbus let’s have all our Florida banners in the parade. OK? 

Thursday: Thus began the General Sessions, with reports on developments from UU committees and congre-
gations nationwide, and workshops on every subject imaginable.  I was privileged to serve on the panel for 
the CUUSAN workshop “Connecting with Public Policy Advocacy and Witness in Your State”, to encourage 
new UU State networks in every state.  Thursday night, the Service of the Living Tradition sermon was given 
by Rev. Dr. Marlin Lavanhar, Senior Minister at All Souls Unitarian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, where mem-
bership has increased 80% to 1,987 since his tenure began in 2000. 

Friday: Today we passed the Statement of Conscience on Reproductive Justice.  There were workshops 
throughout GA on Commit2Respond (on Climate Change), and Black Lives Matter. The two-part workshop 
sponsored by UU Ministry for Earth, “Change the Story, Change the Future:  A Living Economy, A Living 
Earth” was powerfully presented by Dr. David Korten.  See http://livingeconomiesforum.org/ .   Thank good-
ness he was also able to fill in for the Saturday workshop presented by UUs for a Just Economic Community, 
when we learned that Thom Hartmann had been taken ill, and was unable to be there. 

Saturday:  Amazingly, 1000 people attended the Saturday UUJEC Thom Hartmann workshop “Passing the 
28th Amendment:  Corporations Aren’t Persons, Money Isn’t Speech”.  David Korten delivered Thom’s mes-
sage based on Thom’s new book The Crash of 2016. See http://tinyurl.com/crashof2016 Michael Greenman 
of Ohio, Judith Pedersen-Benn of Tennessee and I were on the panel.  I gave a 10-minute recap of the work 
UUs nationwide are doing for the 28thAmendment, and a rousing call to encourage UU congregations all over 
the country to pass a resolution for Move to Amend, as 22 UU congregations in Florida have already done (!) 
See http://www.uujusticefl.org/action-network/move-to-amend .  Michael followed with a presentation about 
the Move to Amend Interfaith Caucus, and encouragement to all UUs to reach out to other faiths and ethical 
communities to get involved.   Judith led the Q&A session and Marcia Meyers of UU Portland, who had intro-
duced David Korten and delivered the note of apology from Thom Hartmann, helped gather sign-ons to the 
MTA Interfaith Caucus. Altogether the workshop was a welcome success! Now, it’s all about getting the mes-
sage about the need for a 28th Amendment out broadly nationwide, with UUs and members of all faiths and 
ethical communities participating, then motivating people to vote in elections at all levels (once they under-
stand the issues at stake and care enough to make their own intelligent choices and vote), and doing elec-
tion protection to make sure all votes count as cast. 

After all the efforts and follow-up for the Thom Hartmann workshop, I couldn’t attend the Public Witness 
event for the Lummi Nation American Indians, but did attend the UU Service Committee’s 75th Year Gala Cel-
ebration with Bill Schulz honoring Rep. John Lewis with the UUSC’s 2015 Eleanor Roosevelt Award, and then 
the fiery finish to Saturday’s events when Cornel West delivered the Ware Lecture. (continued on page 5) 

http://www.cuusan.org/
http://www.bethelove.net/
http://livingeconomiesforum.org/
http://tinyurl.com/crashof2016
http://www.uujusticefl.org/action-network/move-to-amend
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Got an idea for a fun event or restau-
rant?  Let's hear it!  Summer is the 
time for fun; lets get out there and 
make some!  

 
UUUS Women's Circle 
About Us… 
 
We are women of the University Unitarian Universalist Society.  Our group is one 

that you don't have to officially join.  If you are a woman and you have found an 

event that interests you, we invite you to join us for fun and fellowship.  We hope 

you will find our activities a nice way to connect with the women of our commu-

nity.    We look forward to seeing you soon. 

(GA sharing, continued) 

Sunday:  I apologize!  I was exhausted and for the first time ever at GA, missed the Sunday morning 
worship service. I hear it was outstanding, with beautiful music by the GA choir (including my own minis-
ter, Rev. Khleber Van Zandt).  I hope it will be viewable on the UUA website.  Sunday afternoon we 
passed three Actions of Immediate Witness (AIWs):  “End Immigrant Child and Family Detention Now”, 
“Support a Strong, Compassionate Global Climate Agreement in 2015:  Act for a Livable Climate”, and 
“Support the Black Lives Matter Movement”—the last of which was drafted by the Youth Caucus and 
sparked passionate speeches, both in the mini-assembly and on the floor of the Convention Hall. 

Recap of the recap:  This is only a fraction of what is offered at General Assembly.   Everyone, if at all 
possible, please attend next year’s General Assembly June 22-26, 2016 in Columbus, Ohio. Keep tuned 
to www.uua.org/ga for updated information. 

Together we can make a difference.  Please join us!  

Our fiscal year ends tonight.  Be the latest of 2015 or the first of 2015-2016 to become a member of UU 
Justice Florida. http://www.uujusticefl.org/donate –and thank you! 

Kindra Muntz 
www.uujusticefl.org  https://www.facebook.com/uujfactionnetwork 
https://twitter.com/uujusticefl  http://www.uujusticefl.org/action-network/sign-up 
http://www.uujusticefl.org/donate (to join as Individual, Organizational and Congregational Members) 
941-266-8278 

http://www.uua.org/ga
http://www.uujusticefl.org/donate
http://www.uujusticefl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/uujfactionnetwork
https://twitter.com/uujusticefl
http://www.uujusticefl.org/action-network/sign-up
http://www.uujusticefl.org/donate
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We're hiring fall interns to live and work in Immokalee! 
 
Apply now to join the ally team at the heart of the Campaign for Fair Food! 
 
Intern Position 
The ally team is seeking 1-2 summer interns. Interns should be flexible to organize 
with a diverse array of Fair Food allies including but not limited to students and 
youth, communities of faith, and food justice organizations. Responsibilities include 
development of campaign strategy together with CIW and other allies, regular 
communication with the Fair Food network, office assistance, and on-the-ground 
support for members of the Immokalee community. 
A minimum commitment of 3-5 months is preferred; start date is flexible.  Interns 
receive free housing and a modest monthly stipend. 
  
Read the full description and apply. Deadline for the fall intern applica-
tion is August 1, 2015. 
  
Given our commitment to developing a diverse leadership, we strongly encourage 
people of color, women, working-class, LGBTQ, gender non-conforming, and differ-
ently-abled people to apply for intern positions. 
  
If you have any questions about the fall internship, please contact us via email 
at organize@allianceforfairfood.org or give us a call at 239-657-8311. 
  
We are looking forward to receiving your application! 

 

http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=vIzTB2jeW19WdKcqyL7pkrlPS94gGEqH
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=vIzTB2jeW19WdKcqyL7pkrlPS94gGEqH
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=cqad%2FxccxMRozDYG1ROzue19Zz3nv3%2Be
mailto:organize@allianceforfairfood.org
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Religious Education for the  

Summer School Break 
 
During July, our RE children's programming contin-
ues its more relaxed summer schedule.  Children 
will not gather for RE during the 9.30 hour, 
but at 10.45 after being sung out of service each 
Sunday.  We have terrific volunteers from the con-
gregation that will be sharing their talents and hob-
bies with the children weekly.  
 
July 5th, the Mowbray family hosts a car wash/water day 
for our children, so bring or wear a swimsuit and don't for-
get your towel!   

July 12, David McElroy will share his talent and flair for clowning. Red nose, anyone?  
July 19, Cindy Bayer, UCF Professor of 
Biology extraordinaire, will present a 
lesson on ecology, 
July 26, Donna Hackett will teach the 
kids the benefits of juicing for nutrition 
and health. (Yum!) 

 
Childcare will continue to be avail-
able from 9.30 until 12.30 
throughout the summer, except 
for 2nd Sunday Potlucks, when 
we ask that the children be picked 
up directly after service to  rejoin 
their families for lunch. 
 
We are going to have a fun sum-
mer together! 
 
Please contact Amy Mowbray 
( mowbrayamy@gmail.com) if you 
have any questions regarding chil-
dren's summer programming. 
 

mailto:mowbrayamy@gmail.com
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from 
UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sand-
wiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! Questions?  email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after ser-
vice on Sundays from noon to 2 pm.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy 
social activities and a safe place to be ourselves.  Contact Chris, Juan or Martha for more infor-
mation! 

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. 
Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, July 5, at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the econo-
my and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you 
don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group:  Jeffery Eugenides’ MIDDLESEX is sure to set off a lively discussion. Winner 
of the Pulitzer Prize in 2003, the novel is a “grand, utterly original fable of crossed bloodlines, the 
intricacies of gender, and the untidy promptings of desire.” Join us at Marilyn Stewart’s home on 
July 11 at 10:00. 
 

Single Parents Helping Each Other:  If you’re a single parent, we would love for you to join us 
in the RE Building every 3rd Saturday of the month at 3 pm for support, friendships & 
fun.  Please contact either Sue Hilley-Arcaya at (407) 221-9248 (text or call), 
email suebase4@att.net OR Marti Staton at (407)421-3758 (prefers texts), 
email mstaton444@gmail.com.  Childcare is provided. Hope to see you there! 

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gath-

ering together to share food and conversation on  Monday July 20, from 6:30 to 9PM.   Please 

contact David McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     

 
The UUUS Women’s Circle:   See page 5 for upcoming events with the UUUS Women’s Circle!  
 

I am only one 
But still I am one. 
I cannot do everything, 
But still I can do something. 
And because I cannot do everything, 
I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.   
(Edward Everett Hale, 1822 – 1909) 

 

mailto:suebase4@att.net
mailto:mstaton444@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

***Ongoing 

Sunday events     

 Inquiring 

Minds 9:15a               

Summer Child 

RE 10:45 am 

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

  1 

 

 

 

Canada Day 

2 3 4 

5 

Investment 

Group 11:45 

6 7 

 

Alliance 1U 

8 9 10 11 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

12 

Potluck 

13 14 

 
Alliance 1U 

15 16 17 18 
Single 

Parent’s 3p 

19 20 

 

 

 

Men’s Group 

6:30-9 p 

21 

 
Alliance 1U 

22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 

 
Alliance 1U 

29 30 31  

July 2015 
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University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Vice President...Amy Mowbray..mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Secretary...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Treasurer...Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Trustee...Hugo Scala...hugo@agencythe.net 

Trustee…Anne Packham...annepackham@yahoo.com 

Trustee…Miek Buchanan…magicboard@yahoo.com 

Past President...John Amein… john@johnamein.com 

Administrator:  Carol Raburn...info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...Grounds...John Mowbray and Larry Vita 

Building-Dave Symonds..uuus.facilities@gmail.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Steve Hall...hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Amy Mowbray… 

 mowbrayamy@gmail.com 

Social Action...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com  

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Youth 

Owl… Happy Amein, Diana Ovadia, Eric Christensen, 

 Chris Reid 

Beacon...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

 Martha Kirby...mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Activities 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin..  

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Single Parents...Sue Hilley-Arcaya ...suebase4@att.net 

Women’s Circle...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:uuus.facilities@gmail.com

