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March 2:    Roy M. “Mike” Boehm    “Hands in the Rice Paddy”           Mike Boehm, 

Executive Director, and MQI Vietnam (Madison Quakers, Inc.) have been doing humani-
tarian work in Vietnam for more than 20 years.  Beginning in 1994 by funding a micro-

loan program for women in My Lai, the organization has helped build My Lai Peace Park, 
created compassion houses, schools, dug wells, and worked consistently to (as their 

mission states): “break the chain of hatred and find ways to honor the humanity of peo-

ple who had been de-humanized, including, first, the Vietnamese people, and also Amer-
ican veterans, anti-Vietnam War protestors, and others.  By breaking the chains of ha-

tred that have kept us apart we begin to understand that we are more alike than we are 
different.”    Mike Boehm, our speaker today, has been there since the start and will 

share his story and updates on current and pending projects.  Learn more at 
www.mylaipeacepark.org                                                                                                                                           

            

March 9:     Ken Hanson, PhD.     "The Bible as Politics"     A scholar of Hebrew lan-
guage and literature, the history of biblical lands, and Jewish and early Christian culture, 

Ken Hanson, Ph.D., teaches Judaic Studies at the University of Central Florida.  Today, 
he’ll present a fresh and unique look at the intersection of the Bible and political theory, 

coming at a singular juncture in our national history. It makes the case that the sacred 

text is more than just a “holy book.” It is the living record of ancient debates on the role 
and size of government, the freedom of the individual, and the threats faced by every 

generation that individual liberty might be extinguished. It probes the extent to which 
America’s founders looked to Holy Writ in attempting to avoid the pitfalls to which bud-

ding republics invariably fall prey. -Potluck After Service- 

March 16:    Chuck O'Neal     "Florida's Imperiled Waters"                  Chuck 

O'Neal is the chair of the Natural Resources Committee for the Orange County League of 
Women Voters.  Chuck is very involved with the work to save the Wekiva water system 

and will share with us his knowledge of the state of FL waters, what we need to know, 
and what we can do to help improve and protect our waterways.         

March 23:    Rev. Mark Spivey The Philosophy of Dr. Seuss”     Theodore 
Seuss (/Zoice/) Geisel began his career as a cartoonist and illustrator before becoming 

the writer of children's books for which he is best known today.  Dr. Seuss' birthday, 
March 2, is now celebrated as "Read Across America Day."  Many beginning readers 

were intrigued by his unique drawing style, verse rhythms, imagination and the simpli-
fied vocabulary.  For adults, there are also underlying themes that are worth explor-

ing.   The Rev. Mark Spivey joins us today to help us explore the world of Dr. Seuss.                              

            
March 30:    Rev. Kathryn Schmitz      “The Search for Common Ground”   In a 

religious tradition that values diversity, we sometimes find our search for unity a chal-
lenge. Can we find something that nourishes us all? Is there really common ground in 

which we can all plant our roots?   “We all should know that diversity makes for a rich 

tapestry, and we must understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal in value 
no matter what their color." Maya Angelou (American Poet, b.1928) Rev. Schmitz, or-

dained in 1999, has served 1st Unitarian Church of Orlando since 2010. Prior to entering 
seminary, Rev. Schmitz worked as a software engineer with a B.S in Computer Science 

from Cornell University. 

PROGRAMS FOR MARCH 

ONGOING SUNDAY  

SCHEDULE 

INQUIRING MINDS 9:15 AM 

RE...CHILDREN 9:30 AM 

ADULT RE  9:15 AM 

SUNDAY SERVICE  10:30 AM 

 BEACON (TEENS)           

    SUNDAY 12-2 PM  

FIND US/WRITE US: 

UNIVERSITY UUS            

   11648 MC CULLOCH RD       

 ORLANDO, FL 32817 

407 737-4018 

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE:       
www.universityuus.org 
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Letter from the president: 
 
I would like to express a deep thank you to everyone who participated in Feedback February at our Quar-
terly Meeting on the 16th.  We have to wrestle with both short and long-term perspectives, and getting 
your input will help us as a board to take the congregation in a direction that aligns with you.  We will be 
following up on the meeting by compiling the discussion from the different tables, discussing the out-
comes, and presenting back to the congregation the major themes.  Expect this sometime in March along 
with a Notable News. 
 
To recap one of the key short-term issues, we have a need for more help in the office with the passing of 
Mike Reid.  We're starting a process to find some temporary help while we plan for the longer 
term.  Another key area that we did not discuss is the need for help in Audio Visual.  Dave Symonds has 
been expanding our capability.  He is running trials on broadcasting from the sanctuary into the library, 
helpful for overflow.  I was an audience member this past week and found it a very good experi-
ence.  However, Dave is also doing many other things at UUUS, and we need to find someone else to 
take over the regular operation of our Audio Visual equipment each Sunday.   
 
Lastly in my letter this month, I want to say thank you again to all the people who volunteer and make 
UUUS our religious home.    An analysis last year of our volunteer participation determined that approxi-
mately 80% of our members volunteer in one of more areas.  That's an amazing number!  And I especial-
ly want to thank Sylvia Friedman.   She is everywhere.  If you don't see her contributions from where you 
are, I can assure you that she is still probably helping out in the background.  I am warmed by Sylvia and 
everyone else who commits to doing what they can to help our congregation and each other.  You make 
UUUS a wonderful place to be. 
 
 
John Amein 

Inquiring Minds...has enjoyed another month of several informative outside speakers.  We 
continue to discuss issues which relate to the UU Tradition.  The second Sunday of each month is 
reserved for "Open Mic," when our members bring in topics of interest to them;  this always stim-
ulates a lively discussion.  To be added to our mailing list for information on the "topic of the 
week," contact the UUUS Office." 

 

UUUS Women’s Group 

6th Annual Women’s Retreat 

RejUUvenate! 

January 31, 6pm to February 1st, 8pm 

 

A great time was had by all!  Hope you 

will join us next year. 
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Thank you to everyone who worked on making the “CHOICES AT THE END OF 
LIFE'' event a big success.  Here is a thank you from Marcia Bailey, one of the pan-
elists from Compassion and Choices:  "You did a great job with the panel for the 
Right-to-die societies.  The set-up was great with adequate sound  which doesn't 
often happen. The lunch was delicious.  All of you were friendly and helpful.  I en-
joyed being a part of this effort because you made it a good day."   
 
We should all be very proud of ourselves for a job well done.       Sylvia Friedman 
 

 

 

UUA General Assembly 
generalassembly@uua.org 
uua.org  |  Twitter  |  Facebook 

   
We hope you will join us in Providence  
this June! 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY REGISTRATION AND 

HOUSING RESERVATIONS OPEN MARCH 3 

  
LOVE REACHES OUT 
A core purpose of our faith is to help people grow in spirit and in service. We believe that our faith provides a path for each 
of us to unlock our transformational capacity to serve the world with love. We will gather in 2014 to help our association 
live into a future where Love Reaches Out - to share our faith both within and beyond our congregations' walls. 
  
The 2014 Ware lecturer will be Sister Simone Campbell, a religious leader, attorney and poet with extensive experience in 
public policy and advocacy for systemic change. In 2012, she was instrumental in organizing the "Nuns on the Bus" tour. 
  

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 
With a thriving arts community, vibrant and diverse neighborhoods, available university housing, and a renowned restau-
rant scene, Providence is a fitting spot for us to gather. 
  
On Saturday, June 28, the UUA will cosponsor WaterFire Providence®, a community event and public art phenomenon. 
This is an amazing opportunity for us to participate in the local culture of our host city while simultaneously witnessing our 
faith. 
   

AVAILABLE MARCH 3 

 GA Registration opens (at 9 a.m. EST) 

 GA Housing Reservation System opens (at 9 a.m. EST) 

 GA Tentative Agenda 
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Hi Everyone, 
Following the Mass Moral March in Raleigh, NC 
Feb 8, in which 80,000 people from 32 states 
participated, including 1500 Unitarian Universal-
ists,  the NAACP in Florida in conjunction with 
Progress Florida is starting its own Moral Mon-
days, with a march to Tallahassee Monday, 
March 3

rd
, and follow-up events in other Florida 

cities Tuesday. March 4
th
. 

  
Here is an article on the events. http://
thethorntonreview.com/Elections/florida-naacp-
led-rally-builds-from-north-carolina-moral-
mondays 

Unitarian Universalist Justice Florida Legislative Day is coming! - Monday and Tues-
day, March 24 and 25, 2014, we’ll be bringing the voice of Unitarian Universalist values to 
the state legislative halls in Tallahassee.  

Preparation for our Legislative Day begins at the UU Church of Tallahassee, 2810 N. Merid-

ian Road, Tallahassee 32312 at 5:00 PM on Monday March 24.  

Wine and hors d’oeuvres will greet you on arrival, and dinner will be served at 5:45 PM, to be ready for our speaker’s 
presentation at 6:15. UUJF will pay for the reception and dinner, where we will learn about environmental issues and 
strategies for lobbying. Our speaker after dinner will be Eric Draper, Executive Director of Audubon Florida. His 
presentation will be an excellent follow-up to the issues discussed at the Healing Our World and Ourselves confer-
ence in Vero Beach in February. He will have the latest updates for us, with up-to-the minute handouts for our visits 
to our legislators.  

On Tuesday morning, March 25, we will be in the State Capitol building pressing our case. We will have specific in-
formation for you to take with you to your legislators’ offices on 2-3 pressing bills, but you can bring additional infor-
mation on bills you are following, as desired. Right after you sign up for this Legislative Day, pick up the phone and 
call your Representative and your Senator. Make an appointment to see them or one of their staff members in their 
Tallahassee office, Tuesday, March 25.  

Our core issues in 2014 are Revitalizing American Democracy, Immigration, and Climate Change. Other issues of 
concern to many are: Economic Justice, Marriage Equality, Reproductive Rights, Stand Your Ground, and Health 
Care (including Medicaid Expansion and Legalizing Medical Marijuana). We encourage you to visit your state and 
federal legislators in their district offices regularly to voice your concerns about these and other issues and ask for 
their support.  

Ride sharing: If you need a ride, so indicate on the form below, and we shall try to put you in touch with others with 
whom you can share a ride. If you can help with transportation, please let us know.  

UUJF will pay for your room for the night of Monday, March 24 at the Days Inn, 3100 Apalachee Parkway, same as 
last year. Reservations may be made on-line at www.uujusticefl.org (by clicking on the calendar item, but use this 
form preferably) or received at the address below by Monday, March 17, 2014. Please scan and email the completed 
form to kindra@uujusticefl.org or mail it to: Kindra Muntz, 5869 Venisota Road, Venice, FL 34293  

Please call Kindra at 941-497-1764 should you have any questions.  
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in March,  call 
Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Beacon:  Beacon is our youth group, open to any interested 12-20 year old.  We meet after service on 
Sundays from noon to 2 pm, in the RE building.  We attend conferences  (“cons”) hosted by other youth 
groups around the state on a monthly basis, talk, eat and share our lives with one another, enjoy social 
activities and a safe place to be ourselves.   

Book Discussion Group:  THE NON-FICTION BOOK CLUB meets on the 4th Saturday of each month.  
Details of the March meeting were not available for publication.  For more info contact Steve Hall at hall-
sorl@earthlink .net.  

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, March 2nd at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and invest-
ing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be 
knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group:  NOVEL BOOK GROUP. The book for March has been changed to THE LANGUAGE OF 
FLOWERS by Vanessa Diffenbaugh, best-selling author of THE PARIS WIFE.  Homeless after aging out of 
foster care, Victoria Jones has little use for people, but she has a special gift for flowers. Through a flower 
vendor and a local florist, Victoria finds a means of survival and a path to moving beyond the scars of her  
painful childhood. Join us at 10:00 at Marilyn Stewart’s home on March 8th. 

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering 
together to share food and conversation on March 30th, at 6:30 pm.  Please contact David McElroy for 
more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     

The UUUS Women’s Group: The Women’s Group had a great time at their retreat!  Please contact Jill 
Metz  or Gina Busby for details about plans for March. 

UUUS Human’s Group:  Both the men’s and women’s groups have discussed having a mutual 
“human’s group” meeting in April.  They are looking at Friday, April 25th.  Stay tuned for 
more information! 

Women's Support Circle: The Women's Support Circle meets on the second Friday of each month.  
Please contact Rosandra Montequin for further information and to let her know you plan to come!   

Rosandra Montequin  FBadmin@universityuus.org 

The same stream of life that runs through my veins night and day runs through the world and dances in 
rhythmic measures.  It is the same life that shoots in joy through the dust of the earth in numberless 
blades of grass and breaks into tumultuous waves of leaves and flowers.  It is the same life that is rocked 
in the ocean-cradle of birth and death, in ebb and in flow.  I feel my limbs are made glorious by the touch 
of this world of life.  And my pride is from the life-throb of ages dancing in my blood this moment.     -
Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) 

The Indian Poet Rabindranath Tagore was the first non-European awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.  
His family were leaders in the Brahmo Samaj, a Hindu reformation movement that challenged caste dis-
tinctions in the nineteenth century.  This passage is Reading 529 in Singing the Living Tradition. 

mailto:FBadmin@universityuus.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Ongoing Sun-

day events:   

Inquiring     

Minds 9:15a 

Child RE 9:30a  

Adult RE 9:15a   

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

     1 

Service 

Leader 

Training; 

Work Day 

2 
Investment 

Group 

11:45 

3 4 
Alliance 

meets at 1U 

5 6 7 8 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

9 

Potluck 

Daylight 

Savings be-

gins 2 am 

10 11 
Alliance 

meets at 1U 

12 13 14 

 

 

Women’s 

Support  

Circle 

15 

16 17 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 

18 
Alliance 

meets at 1U 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 
Alliance 

meets at 1U 

26 27 28 29 

30 

 

Men’s Group 

6:30 pm 

31      

March 2014 



University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Vice President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Secretary...Cari Mitchell...carisemail@cfl.rr.com 

Treasurer...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 

Trustee…Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Trustee…Diana Ovadia…diana.ovadia@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President...Martha Kirby 

 mzmkuuus@gmail.com 

Administrator:  Michelle Smith…info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities:  Grounds...John Mowbray               

 johnmowbrayrmc@gmail.com and Larry Vita   

 Building...Dave Symonds...dsymonds@;yahoo.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson,  Jill Metz 

 j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 

 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 

Communications 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Information Tech Mgr… 

Youth 

Owl… 

Beacon...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

 Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

Activities 

Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...VictorMontequin…. 

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Music Coordinator...Victor Montequin… 

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Women’s Support. Circle..Rosandra Montequin…  

 furrykids_2000@yahoo.com 


