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ONGOING SUNDAY  

SCHEDULE 

INQUIRING MINDS 9:15 AM 

RE...CHILDREN 9:30 AM 

ADULT RE  9:15 AM 

SUNDAY SERVICE  10:30 AM 

 BEACON (TEENS)           

    SUNDAY 12-2 PM  

FIND US/WRITE US: 

UNIVERSITY UUS            

   11648 MC CULLOCH RD       

 ORLANDO, FL 32817 

407 737-4018 

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE:       
www.universityuus.org 

Programs for December 

Alliance for December 

1 

2 

Challica Dinner 

aUUction of the Gifts 

2 

3 

Inquiring Minds, 

Christmas Dinner 

3 

Jerry Dewitt event 

Visitor’s Welcome Class 

4 

4 

Leadership EvolUUtion 

Alilance Holiday Tea 

5 

5 

Groups, Clubs, Meetings 

Calendar of Events 

6 

7 

Directory (Back Cover) 8 

Inside this issue: 

December, 2013 

A MONTH OF HOLIDAY TRADITIONS                                                              
Join UUUS for the month of December as we explore holiday traditions from a 

variety of perspectives and celebrate and learn together. 

December 1...Ann Funk and Alan Finfer “IT'S ALL ABOUT THE OIL” is a col-

laborative presentation on the history, rituals, and customs of Chanukah which be-
gan this year on Thanksgiving.  Our speakers, Ann Funk and Alan Finfer, are retired, 

attend UCF in the Life @ UCF program, and actively volunteer and travel.  Ann has 
presented numerous times on Jewish traditions and holidays and is happy to be 

joined by Alan who has added technology.  Special Hanukkah foods will be served 

during community time after service. 

December 8...Rev. Mark Spivey  “THE TRADITIONAL CHRISTMAS STORY” 

The story of the birth of Jesus on Christmas Eve is a familiar one to many of us.  
Rev. Mark Spivey will narrate this honored Christian story and provide additional 

insight into the history and context of the times; the different versions of the story 

that exist; and perhaps its relevance for today with this intelligent and thoughtful 
presentation.  Rev. Spivey, a seminary-prepared, ordained minister and a licensed 

professional clinical counselor, is a frequent and popular speaker at UUUS.   

December 15...“KWANZAA – UNDERSTANDING THE HERITAGE” 

Ms. Mary Allen, Director of the African-American Museum in Deland, has celebrated 

Kwanzaa for many years.  She joins us today to share with us the history of this 
cultural holiday, not a religious one, available to and practiced by Africans of all reli-

gious faiths who come together based on the rich, ancient and varied common 
ground of their African heritage. 

December 22...UUUS Religious Education Classes “An Alien Winter Cele-
bration” Star Trek, Star Wars, Men in Black, Too! Sci-Fi can celebrate the season in 

galaxies far, far away! Our children will present a possible idea of how UUUS kids 

might explain the holiday season to "people" who have never yet enjoyed any of the 
holidays celebrated at this time of year.   Using a "Universalist" communicator bor-

rowed from the Enterprise, our kids converse with ALIEN LIFEFORMS and enlighten 
us all to the joy of the season.  Bring with you a heartfelt wish for a merry Christ-

mas (or holiday of your choosing) -- as our kids seek out new worlds and learn 

about new religions. The Service is presented by the UUUS kids.   

'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the ship 
Not a circuit was buzzing, not one microchip; 

The phasers were hung in the armoury securely, 
 In hope that no alien would get up that early.                  

December 29...UUUS Voices   “STANDING ON THE SIDE OF LOVE” Standing 
on the Side of Love is an interfaith public advocacy campaign sponsored by the Uni-
tarian Universalist Association that seeks to harness love’s power to stop oppres-
sion. All are welcome to join this community of people compelled to speak out 
against oppression, united in the common belief that love is the ultimate guiding 
force of our world.  As we end our year, learning how we can help SSOL elevate 
compassionate religious voices to influence public attitudes and public policy seems 
a fitting journey to begin.  
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Activities of the Alliance for the Holiday Season 

 

December 3:  Board meeting 

December  4:  Play at the Mad Cow Theatre 

December 1, 8, 15:  Holiday Boutique will be open from 9-1 on these Sundays 

December 6, 7, 13, & 14:  Fridays and Saturdays open to the public from 9-3. 

December : 6 & 13:  Boutique will be open during Weight Watchers meetings 11:30 am to 

1:00pm 

December's      Black Cat Cafe:  Boutique will be open 6 pm to 10pm 

December 10:  Holiday Tea at University Unitarian Church 2:00 to 4:00pm 

December 17:  Making the Baloney and Cheese sandwiches followed by our own bag 

lunch. 

December 20:  We take down the Holiday boutique. 

December 31:   White Elephant Gift Exchange, bag lunch for members. 

 

** Don't forget the jacket drive for Chilly Children ages 3-18.  Yes, we will accept adult 

items too. 

 



Page 3 The Connect ion  Volume 14 , Issue 12  

"AUUction of the Gifts"  Your donated vintage or unwanted gift items are re-
quested to raise money for our building facilities fund.  Participation is completely 
voluntary, but totally fun!  

Chalica Dinner needs your donations for our AUUction on December 6th.  What do 
gifts have to do with Chalica? You ask.  Think re-gift, simplifying, sharing, downsiz-
ing.  You can donate your unwanted items (and we all have them!) to turn into new 
lighting for UUUS.   We want your gently used, unwanted gifts ( think RE-gift!), 
your own creative masterpieces, vintage kitchen or holiday treasure that you no 
longer have need/space for.   This is completely voluntary, please only donate if you 
feel called, and a huge thank you to those who already have!!   We are also looking 
for someone to help facilitate the AUUction the night if the event.  Thanks All!   
Contact Jill Metz for more information. 

Join us on Christmas Day for a shared 
feast...we will eat at 1pm, but you are 
welcome to come at noon, for shared 
snacks and stories before we eat.  Please 
look for a sign up sheet on the table in 
the sanctuary and see Kathy Anderson for 
more details.  We all bring a covered dish 
to share.  All are welcome, but we need 
to have some idea of how many to ex-
pect, so please sign up or contact Kathy.  
Hope to see you there! 

Inquiring Minds... November Inquiring Minds has had the pleasure or meeting 
with several of the speakers prior to their talk at the 10:30  service.  Thank you 
Martha for inviting them to meet with us, as we are always open to discussing a 
variety of topics.   The speakers enjoy this since it allows them plenty of time to 
"Flesh Out" their topic, including a lengthy time for our questions.  If you wish to 
be added to our mailing list for up-coming programs, contact the church office & 
write "Inquiring Minds" in the subject line. 
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Special Presentation:  Author Jerry Dewitt, 
Thursday, December 19, 2013, 7:00PM. 

Mr. Dewitt holds the distinction of being the 
first The Clergy Project active male pastor to 
come out as an atheist. DeWitt's Christian ministry 
began at age seventeen. He evangelized the United 
States and assisted in three Pentecostal churches. 
Later, he held the pastorate of two fundamentalist congregations. After more than 
twenty-five years of ministry he realized he had become an Atheist.  Mr. Dewitt is 
on the Board of The Clergy Project and The Foundation Beyond Belief.  Currently, 
he is engaged in two projects: first, building a Secular "church" community in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana named Community Mission Chapel and second, touring with his 
memoir 'Hope After Faith,' released in June 2013 by Da Capo Press.    

Additional info on Mr. Dewitt and his activism may be found at jerrydewitt.net; 
hopeafterfaith.com; dogmadebate.com; foundationbeyond belief.org;  or communi-
tymissionchapel.com.. Mr. Dewitt, in town to perform a secular wedding for friends, 
has agreed to speak to us about his journey from faith to non-belief.  No set fee will 
be charged.  However a suggested donation of $3-5pp will be gratefully accepted 
and will help offset costs associated with maintaining and offering our facility. 

Are you interested in finding out more about Unitarian  
Universalism?   Come and Join Us for… 

 
              Visitor Welcome Class 

             Sunday Dec 8th, 9:30 am at UUUS 
 
 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist faith 
and its origins. First time visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism will learn 
about the principles that guide us, this history behind us and receive a brief over-

view about the organization. 
  



Leadership EvolUUtion  

Dec. 14, 2013 9:30 to 3 pm  

Buckman Bridge Unitarian Universalist Church  

8447 Manresa Ave Jacksonville, FL .32073  

What does it mean to be a successful Unitarian Universalist Leader? What are 

the elements that hold us together to help foster our Faith’s evolUUtion? 

Change is the only real con-stant in our lives and this applies to congregational 

life as well. EvolUUtion often necessitates you revisit the basics to move for-

ward in a healthy covenantal way.  

Come join Maggie Lovins, UUA Congregational Life Staff for the Southern Re-

gion, along with fellow Unitarian Universal-ists from across the state for a day 

of learning to stretch and evolve our congregational leadership skills that will 

help to nurture growth and strengthen our communities.  

Registration: Team of three $45, Team of two $32, $17 per individual person (includes lunch and pro-

gram). Child care is available if requested by Dec 6.  

 

Advance registration is required, no later than December 6, 2013  

Register online: http://events.uuasouthernregion.org/  

Questions: Please contact event registrar Kathy Charles, kcharles@uua.org.  

Southern Region Unitarian Universalist Association  

PO Box 560246, Orlando, FL 32856 • E: uuasouthernregion@gmail.com•  

P: 407-894-2119 • W: uuasouthernregion.org  

ANNUAL ALLIANCE HOLIDAY TEA 

Please join us for the annual Holiday Tea, held here at 

UUUS each year, to celebrate the year of service and fel-

lowship enjoyed by the Alliance.  The event is from 2-4 pm, 

everyone is encouraged to share a plate of goodies and 

come enjoy each other’s company.  See you there! 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                           

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members 
from UUUS and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make 
sandwiches for the homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on 
the special events in December, see page 2, call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Book Discussion Group:  The non-fiction book club will meet at UUUS on Dec. 7th at 10:00 
a.m. The book is the international bestseller “THE WHITE MASAI” by  Swiss author Corinne 
Hofmann. This is the true story of the author, a successful businesswoman in Switzerland. On a 
trip to Kenya she meets and falls in love with a Masai warrior from Barsaloi located in northern 
Kenya. Corinne encounters almost insurmountable obstacles in pursuit of this relationship. 
These obstacles are both physical and emotional as cultures clash and everything she has ever 
known becomes turned around. It is a page turner as the readers wonder and wonder. This 
compulsively readable book is a study in social anthropology told in a first hand account. For 
more info contact Steve Hall at hallsorl@earthlink.net.  
 
Circle Suppers:   These events are a great way to get to know other members in the congre-
gation on a casual basis as well as have a nice meal. Anyone interested in hosting or finding 
out more about circle suppers please contact Julie Symonds at jasymonds@yahoo.com.   

Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the 
month. Our next scheduled meeting is Sunday, December 1st at 11:45 AM.  Each month we 
discuss the economy and investing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and 
investments, but you don’t need to be knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to 
join us!                                                             

Novel Book Group:  The NOVEL BOOK GROUP will meet at Marilyn Stewart’s home at 10:00 
on December 14 to discuss Pulitzer Prize-winning author Geraldine Brook’s PEOPLE OF THE 
BOOK.  A 15th century Haggadah has Australian rare-books expert Hanna Heath intrigued  
with its mysterious illustrations. Hanna’s investigation takes her from 1990s Sarajevo to 1880s 
Vienna, to Venice in 1609 and finally to Seville in 1480. It’s a story of courageous Jews, Chris-
tians, and Muslims whose selfless acts saved a priceless work from Inquisitors, Nazis, and Ser-
bian war criminals. 

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to 
gathering together to share food and conversation.  Please contact David McElroy for more in-
formation:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net     

The UUUS Women’s Group: The Women’s Group is hosting a special spaghetti dinner at 
UUUS on December 6th and looking forward to the 5th annual retreat, RejUUvenate!!, to be 
held Jan. 31-Feb. 1st, 2014.  Please contact Jill Metz for more details! 

Women's Support Circle: The Women's Support Circle is having their next Sharing Circle 
meeting on Friday, Dec 13th. Please RSVP by Thursday, Dec 12th.  See you then!   

Rosandra Montequin 

FBadmin@universityuus.org 

mailto:hallsorl@earthlink.net
mailto:FBadmin@universityuus.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1** 

 

Investment 

Group 

11:45a 

2 3 

 

Alliance 1U 

4 5 6 

Chalica Din-

ner Event  

6-9 pm 

Beacon Teens 

to CON in Tal-

lahassee 

7 
Book Group 

10a 

Pearl  

Harbor Re-

membrance 

8  
Visitor’s Wel-

come Class 

9:30 

  

Potluck 

 

9 10 

 

Alliance Tea 

at UUUS 2-4 

pm 

11 12 13 

 

 

 

Women’s  Sup-

port Circle 

14 

 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

15 16 17 

 

Alliance 1U 

18 19 

 

Jerry Dewitt 

7pm (see 

page 4) 

20 21 

 

 

 

Winter  

Solstice 

22 23 24 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS 

26 

 

 

 

Kwanzaa begins 

 

 Boxing Day 

27 28 

29 30 31 

 

Alliance 1U 

 

New Year’s 

Eve 

**Ongoing Sun-

day events:   

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a 

Child RE 9:30a  

Adult RE 9:15 a 

Service 10:30a 

Beacon 12-2p  

   

December 2013 



Directory of University UUS 

UUUS Board 

President...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Vice President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Secretary...Cari Mitchell...carisemail@cfl.rr.com 

Treasurer...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 

Trustee…Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Trustee…Diana Ovadia…diana.ovadia@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President...Martha Kirby…  

 mkirby@cranerental.com 

Administrator:  Michelle Smith…info@universityuus.org 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 

Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson,  

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com  

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol. 
 com and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 

Communications 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

Information Tech Mgr… 

Youth 

Owl… 

Beacon...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

 Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Juan Fuentes...jfuentes2975@gmail.com 

Activities 

Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group..Chad Busy...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...VictorMontequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Women’s Support. Circle..Rosandra Montequin…  

 furrykids_2000@yahoo.com 

   

University Unitarian Universalist Society 

11648 McCulloch Road 

Orlando, Florida 32817 

Phone:  407 737-4018 

Email:  info@universityuus.org 

Website:  www.universityuus.org 


