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August 4:  Dialogue as a Spiritual Act  Dr. Greg Cavenaugh 

Martin Buber, Emmanuel Levinas, Mikhail Bakhtin, and Carl Rogers were some of the 
20th century's greatest thinkers; they were all also deeply spiritual men who saw our 
interactions with others as a means of contacting something larger than ourselves. The 
philosophy of dialogue explored by these men can make us rethink what it means when 
we really talk with each other openly and can help us to appreciate how such dialogue 
opens up new universes for us to explore. 

As an Assistant Professor at Rollins, Dr. Cavenaugh teaches interpersonal & intercultur-
al communication, communication theory & ethics, rhetoric of religion, and introduction 
to media and cultural studies.  His primary area of research is the connection between 
spirituality and communication. 

August 11:  The Courage to Carry Out our Convictions in a Culture of Distraction 

– Rev. Mark Spivey 

This presentation focuses on that which draws many of us into a beloved community: 
our Unitarian Universalist principles. Where do we find the courage to carry out our prin-
ciples in a culture determined to distract us? 

Mark is a seminary-prepared, ordained minister and a licensed professional clinical 

counselor. Mark holds Masters Degrees in the fields of theology, philosophy and clinical 

social work, a combination of education and training that enables him to provide effec-

tive spiritual and psychosocial counseling and support.  Mark is also our friend and we 

are happy to welcome him back to UUUS.      POTLUCK SUNDAY 

August 18:  Paper Cranes   Paula Despang 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki were devastated by atomic bombs in August of 1945.   That 
terrible experience gave us a new understanding of the cruelty of war, the horror of nu-
clear weapons, and the importance of peace.   Join us today to reflect on the past 
through the sharing of a story of one child’s experience and remember how necessary it 
is to work towards a world free of the threat of nuclear war and global destruction.  
  
Paula Despang is a member of UUUS, a licensed mental health counselor, and, even 
more important, a human being with a strong dedication to living gently and peacefully 
upon our earth.      QUARTERLY MEETING AFTER SERVICE 
 

August 25:  Resurrection of Native Spirituality: From Past to Present 

My name is Joshua Buchanan. I was born in Fontana California and was raised in a 
religious home as an Apostolic. I preached my first message at the age of 15; by the 
time I was 18 I had discovered that the doctrines being taught were not the doctrines 
taught by Christ. I left the church and began to live my life in a new way based upon the 
concepts of seeking rather than the belief that I had already found. This was a time of 
great change in my life and it was the start of a great adventure that changed me and 
brought me to a place where I found truth in its raw form. I will share some of that jour-
ney and some of my truth with you. 
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Alliance news for August:  The Alliance meets each Tuesday at 1U, working on the ba-

zaar and sharing speakers, lunch and enthusiasm.  Please join them! 

August 6:  The Alliance board meets at 11:00 am to discuss issues that will effect the work of the Alliance 
members.  At the same time other Alliance members will be working on the bazaar and other activi-
ties.  All break for a bag lunch at high noon followed by a general membership meeting to report the busi-
ness of the board with further discussion as needed.   
 
August 13 is a Pot Luck. Consider joining us on that second Tuesday of the month. 
 
Watch for weekly updates on Alliance plans in the Notable News. 

President’s Message...In this first opportunity to write as your newly elected UUUS president, I 

want to reiterate what I said in the Annual Meeting:  I am inspired by the talent, dedication, and fellow-
ship of our congregation.  There are so many people who do so much to create our religious community, 
I can't say enough about how much I value each of you.  It is an honor to serve, and I look forward to 
the year together. 

Our new board of trustees has met twice since June.  We are devoting time to considering top priorities 
and what we want to accomplish in the upcoming fiscal year.  We intend to present our objectives in the 
upcoming quarterly meeting in August.    I have also forced upon them new tools to facilitate better col-
laboration.  :-)   Forced may be a little strong, but it's not far from the truth.  I appreciate their willing-
ness to adapt to new tools that help us work more efficiently and more effectively together.   
 
The change in our board membership and our communication tools are just two of the changes we will 
experience this year.  Another is the fact that Michelle is moving forward in her career and we'll see a 
new staff member in Youth RE beginning in August.  There will be more adjustments, which brings up 
the question in my mind about how will we adapt to these changes?   I almost universally find change 
difficult.   However, if we expect to grow personally, whether in life skills and our understanding of the 
world or anything else, we will by definition be changing.  And what if some members want to change 
one way and other members want to change the opposite way?  How are we going to deal with the con-
flict?  I don't have an exact answer, but I am optimistic that we will find our way together and respectful-
ly, remembering that each of our members are working with their best efforts and intentions for our 
whole community.  You are an inspiration. 
 
In Fellowship, 
John Amein 

QUARTERLY MEETING 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2013 

11:45 AM, AFTER SERVICE 

(WATCH FOR MINUTES AND AGENDA IN NOTABLE NEWS) 
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Religious Education for our Children 
 

The 2013/14 calendar year begins for UUUS RE on September 8th.  Regular classes begin again at 
9:30.  The big news is that we have a reshuffling and addition of new players to the teaching team.  Keep 
reading and meet our new players!  When you see them, please extend a hand of welcome!  I am so 
thrilled they are joining us in the program! 
  
Our Nursery will be managed by Kristin Lauer with help from Zac 

Metz.  She is a proud mom of a busy toddler, and wife to the very patient 

Josh Lauer, also a member of UUUS. She graduated from UCF with a BA in 

Psychology and is originally from the local area.  She started attending 

UUUS in January as a way to reconnect with a spiritual community. A pre-

school teacher for 2 years, teaching 2's and 3's, she currently works in the 

family business as an office administrator in order to have more free-time 

with her son.  She loves to use lots of dance, movement, and music, as well 

as arts and crafts with children and is very excited to be a part of the re-

vived nursery RE program here.  The class will be meeting in the nursery at 

9:30 for group play and light programming.  Children up through Pre-k 4 

are enjoying a tried & true Unitarian Universalist curriculum, "Chalice Chil-

dren".     

 
Lower Elementary classroom is being taught by Andre Rawlerson.  Our newest addition to the RE pro-
gram, he is a World History teacher for 6th graders and works for the Boys and Girls Clubs of America.  We 
are lucky to have his extensive interest and knowledge of world religions on our teaching team and his en-
thusiasm (translate energy) on the team.  He has followed an interesting path to UUUS; including time in 
the Air force and studied both criminal justice and anthropology at UCF.  He is enthusiastic about playing 
with the kids and trying his hand at new skills in crafting with our youngest kids!   This classroom is follow-
ing the UUA Tapestry of Faith curriculum available online, you can take a look at it:  Love will Guide 
Us   http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/index.shtml 
 
Upper Elementary classroom is being taught by Chloe McElroy -- Chloe is currently studying at college 
and managing a work schedule at the Pet Supermarket along with drama endeavors!  A busy schedule but 
she is looking forward to sharing her skills with the kids in her class.  Ages grade 3 - grade 5 will be work-
ing with Chloe on using drama to learn about UU values.   
 
Teens are building a robot!  Juan Fuentes is working with our teens to build a working robot, you should 
hear more from him asking for materials to build this project.  It will be part functional technology and part 
educational art.  These kids will weave UU history into their technology efforts.  We are looking forward to 
seeing what they can come up with in this classroom!   
 
RE is also looking for registration forms from each student.  You can pick up a form in your RE classroom 
and return them to Happy Amein.  It helps to have the information so we can plan classroom supplies.   
 
Also note that Michelle Smith is now running the RE program at 1st Church in downtown Orlando. Please 
extend your congratulations to her!  It is a great opportunity for her and she is making a super addition to 
their program!   
 
 
 

http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/loveguide/index.shtml
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INQUIRING MINDS FOR AUGUST:  The I.M.'s discussion group has enjoyed two presenta-
tions from it's members--Deen on Hinduism & WeiLee on Buddhism.  We are lucky to have such 
talented members in our group.  This month we will continue our examination of Comparative 
Religion, as well as Open Mic on the second Sunday.  Join Inquiring Minds each Sunday morning, 
from 9:15 until 10:15, in the main room of the RE building. 

Social Concerns Committee -  Upcoming Opportunities 
  
August 4, 12:30pm, at 1U.  Members of the committee and any other members who’d like to join in will 
be taking a field trip to 1U to participate in their annual “Social Concerns Con-Fab” – discussion and plan-
ning for the upcoming year.  E-mail: socialconcerns@universityuus.org if you’d like to attend.  Carpooling 
available.   
  
August 11 thru August 18 is the next opportunity to support First Methodist of Oviedo and the Family 
Promise Program. This is a wonderful opportunity to help support homeless families as they try to get 
back on their feet.  Volunteers are needed for evening hosts, overnight hosts, and all day on Saturday, the 
17th.  If you have a couple of hours or an evening to spare please let us know.  Families welcome!    E-
mail:socialconcerns@universityuus.org or if you’re been before, you may e-mail Sally Crawford at 
FUMCO, sbswc55@cfl.rr.com to let her know your availability. 
  
E-mail your ideas to socialconcerns@universityuus.org and help us plan for the new year.  Still looking for 
members! 

More on the Civil Rights Trip… 

The Wall of Tolerance digitally displays the names 

of more than half a million people who have 

pledged to take a stand against hate and work for 

justice and tolerance in their daily lives. Their 

names flow continuously down the 20-by-40 foot 

wall within the Civil Rights Memorial Center in 

Montgomery, Alabama. 

Visitors to the 
Civil Rights Me-
morial Center 
have the oppor-
tunity to take the pledge and add their names to the Wall during their 
visit. 

“By placing my name on the Wall of Tolerance, I pledge to take a stand 
against hate, injustice and intolerance. I will work in my daily life for jus-
tice, equality and human rights - the ideals for which the Civil Rights 
martyrs died.” 

All on the tour placed their names on the Wall. 

mailto:socialconcerns@universityuus.org
mailto:socialconcerns@universityuus.org
mailto:sbswc55@cfl.rr.com
mailto:socialconcerns@universityuus.org
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UUUS Teens Experience Civil Rights Trip -  10 teens from our Beacon 
Group, Joie Kohl, John Amein and John Mowbray left UUUS on Monday, 
June 10th and returned on Friday the 14th.  They visited the Southern 
Poverty Law Center and the Rosa Parks Museum in Montgomery, Ala-
bama.  In Selma, Alabama, they visited the Montgomery National Historic 
Museum, they walked the Pettus Bridge and visited the James Reeb Me-

morial.  In Birmingham, Alabama, they 
went to the Birmingham Civil Rights Insti-
tute and the 16th St. Baptist Church.  In 
Atlanta, Georgia, they experienced the 
King Center for Non-Violence. They also 
went to the Providence Canyon State 
Park, in Lumpkin, Georgia. On the last night, they stayed at the UU Church of 
Tallahassee and were hosted by a fellow Beacon group.  They all went tubing 
together on the Ichetucknee on Friday, wrapping up an amazing journey with a 
fun filled day. 
  
Leading up to the trip, the group spent 

four hours over two days delving into the Civil Rights movement by watch-
ing a phenomenal documentary entitled "Eyes on the Prize".  Per UNC-
TV, the series, produced by UU Henry Hampton, was "winner of numer-
ous Emmy Awards, a Peabody Award, an International Documentary 
Award, a Television Critics Award and a Television Critics Association 
Award, Eyes on the Prize is the most critically-acclaimed documentary on 
Civil Rights in America.”  

  
In preparation, the group also studied 
the roll UUs played in the movement 
by studying James Reeb, a UU minis-
ter whose brutal killing in Selma lead 
to passage of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 and Viola Liuzzo who was also killed supporting the march from Sel-
ma to Montgomery. The adult chaperones and youth advisers were also 
able to share their own personal experiences that spanned many years, 
including the protests and marches of the 1960’s.  It was a very moving 
and powerful journey for everyone. 
 

The teens worked hard to earn money in the months leading up to the 
trip, washing cars, holding bake sales and speaking about their plans 
to the congregation.  Not only did they receive wonderful support from 
the membership, they also were awarded a grant by the Endowment 
Committee to fund the transportation expenses of the trip.  This was 
the major expense, as they had asked for hospitality from UU church-
es along the way and were hosted by the UU Fellowship of Montgom-
ery, the UU Church of Birmingham, the UU Church of Atlanta and the 
UU Church of Tallahassee.  
  
In addition to the impact it made on our teens, we were able to get some great publicity for UUUS as the Orlan-
do Sentinel wrote about the trip and our church in the 6/10/13 addition of the paper.  The story can be found 
at http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2013-06-10/features/os-civil-rights-battlefields-20130610_1_civil-rights-
movement-civil-rights-freedom-riders.   
This was an incredible journey for our teens (and adults!) and was made possible through the hard work and 
support of the kids, our congregation and our faith community.  We hope many of you have the opportunity to 
experience something similar and will reach out to support the dreams of our youth.        Article by John Mow-
bray and Chris Reid, photographs by John Amein 

At the Rosa Parks Museum 

Group ready to head out 

Civil Rights Memorial,  SPLC 

Providence Canyon , Limpkin, GA 

Selma to Montgomery Nat’l. Historic Trail 



Page 6 The Connect ion  Volume 14,  Issue 8  
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS:                                                                                                          
Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in August,  
please see page 2, call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Book Discussion Group:  Our August book is a change of pace with “IT’S EVEN WORSE THAN IT 
LOOKS: How the American Constitutional System Collides With the New Politics of Extremism” by Thomas 
E. Mann and Norman J. Ornstein”.  Acrimony and hyperpartisanship have seeped into every part of the 
political process. Congress is deadlocked and its approval ratings are at record lows. America’s two main 
political parties have given up their traditions of compromise, endangering our very system of constitu-
tional democracy. And one of these parties has taken on the role of insurgent outlier; the Republicans 
have become ideologically extreme, scornful of compromise, and ardently opposed to the established so-
cial and economic policy regime.  In “It’s Even Worse Than It Looks,” congressional scholars Thomas 
Mann and Norman Ornstein identify two overriding problems that have led Congress—and the United 
States—to the brink of institutional collapse. Come talk about it on Saturday, August 24th, 10 AM at 
UUUS.  For further info contact Steve Hall at hallsorl@earthlink.net.  We are always open for book sug-
gestions. (This review was in last month’s newsletter in error; I apologize for any confusion!) 
 
Circle Suppers:  These events are a great way to get to know other members in the congregation on a 
casual basis as well as have a nice meal. Anyone interested in hosting or finding out more about circle 
suppers please contact Julie Symonds at jasymonds@yahoo.com.   
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, August 4th at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and invest-
ing. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be 
knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!   
                                                           
Novel Book Group: Our theme for the next two books is music, beginning on August 10th with THE 
SEVEN SYMPHONIES: a FINNISH MYSTERY by composer/author Simon Boswell. Boswell’s Detective Mi-
randa Lewis draws on the insights of her musicologist father to track a serial killer of young musicians, 
who identifies himself with the composer Sibelius. For September 14th we chose an unusual book about 
reincarnation, LOVING MOZART: A PAST LIFE MEMORY OF THE COMPOSER’S FINAL YEARS by Mary Mon-
tano. This book is only available used and may take several weeks to arrive. We meet on second Satur-
days at 10:00 at Marilyn Stewart’s home.  
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering 
together to share food and conversation.  They will meet on Friday, August 23rd, at 6:30 pm at UUUS.  
Please contact David McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net      

 

The UUUS Women’s Group.  Please join the Women's Group on Aug 23rd at the Winey Wench for what 
is sure to be a fun-filled night.  Located in the Altamonte Mall, the Winey Wench is a fun, cafe-style art 
school held inside a wine and gift shop. It doesn't matter if you are a beginner or an "expert"; they walk 
you through the entire painting step by step--no experience needed! Plus all supplies--brushes, paints, 
easel, apron, a 16" x 20" stretched canvas and several wine tastings--are included! And you might get the 
munchies during the class, so bring a snack, if you so wish. For more information or to RSVP, visit our 
Evite @ http://www.evite.com/event/02DBCIYTSQFRC4CHKEPCZ6KND7ULXI    Next, please join us on 
Friday, August 30, for a Healing Circle with Joyce Madden, 7pm, at UUUS.  Joyce presented at our Retreat 
and there was a lot of interest for her return.  She is a trained Reiki Master, and wants to share her gift for heal-
ing with us. Joyce uses stones, crystals, shells and other things from nature to aid her.  

http://www.evite.com/event/02DBCIYTSQFRC4CHKEPCZ6KND7ULXI
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Jars of Jam...VictorMontequin.  

 montequi@yahoo.com   

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart… 

 MStew33939@aol.com 
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