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ADULT 9 :15 AM               
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FIND US/WRITE US: 

UNIVERSITY UUS              
11648 MC CULLOCH RD       

ORLANDO, FL 32817 

407 737-4018 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:       
www.universityuus.org 
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PROGRAMS FOR FEBRUARY 
Feb. 3rd...Barry Lundin    “The Impact of the 60's Protest Movement on the Re-
publican Party” The period 1962-1972 were Barry’s military and college years. In 
that period a fear of southeast nations falling to Communist expansion led to the 
Iraq of that period: war in Vietnam.  To fight that war the US relied on that car-
ryover from WWII, the draft.  Many of us recall what was at first a peaceful, then 
violent response to the draft and that war by a majority of Americans. Those who 
lived in that era will not soon forget the highlights of the protest movement: the 
violence at the 1968 Democratic Convention, the shootings at Kent State, Wood-
stock, Yippies, the SDS, a wild-eyed Abbie Hoffman, but it was not readily appar-
ent the impact the protest movement had on conservatives at the time and how 
it affected their path forward to today. 

 Barry Lundin served in the USAF from 1962-1966, earned a B.A. in history 
from Florida Atlantic University, and an M.A. in East Asian Studies from FSU.  Fol-
lowing a brief period with an international trade company, he changed profes-
sions, serving both corporately and as a sole proprietor in commercial real estate 
and development.  In that role, Lundin has sold, leased, managed and developed 
office, industrial and retail buildings. 
 Barry & Marilyn Lundin have been Unitarians since 1974, starting in St 
Petersburg.  Barry Lundin has served as president both for 1st Unitarian and later 
for the University Unitarian Universalist Society. 
 

Feb. 10th...Rev. Kenn Hurto   “T, T, and T: Make a Difference”   
The Reverend Kenneth Gordon Hurto, a Unitarian Universalist Minister, Congre-
gational Life Consultant & Lead Executive for the UUA Southern Region, joins us 
to share his thoughts on stewardship: loving and caring for our community, for 
our world, and for each other. POTLUCK SUNDAY 
 
Feb. 17th...Peter Carlson   “You Must Be Present To Win!” 
Peter will talk to us about what Buddhism is and is not, as part of our continuing 
study of world religions.  Many of you enjoyed the Adult RE class he presented 
on January 20th and today he will share his thoughts with the congregation. 
 Peter Carlson is a mental health counselor and a teacher of Buddhism.  
He has been practicing for 30 years.   QUARTERLY MEETING 
 
Feb. 24th...Paula Despang    “Gratitude Changes Everything” 
“It is not joy that makes us grateful, it is gratitude that makes us joyful.”  Brother 
David Steindel-Rast     Please join us as we celebrate gratitude, practice express-
ing it and bequeathing it to others! 
 Paula Despang is a professional human being who makes her money 
nowadays as a mental health counselor.  
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The Alliance...schedule for February 
 
February 5:  The monthly Alliance board meeting and maintenance of the Bazaar 
February 12:  Pot Luck lunch and you are invited!  We continue to maintain the Ongoing Bazaar. 
February 19:  Baloney and Cheese sandwich making and the Bazaar will keep us busy as well. 
February 26:  Annette Kelley will speak to us on the Neighborhood Network program.  There are over 
1500 Neighborhood Networks in the 50 states.  No two Neighborhood Networks are alike but their mission 
is to provide all Americans regardless of age, income, race, ethnicity, disability or geography access to the 
technical tools and skills needed in our digital economy.  Each center tailors its services to meet the needs 
of their geographic area.  They promote self sufficiency by giving residents the opportunity to learn how 
to operate the computer as well as job readiness, job preparation and other current job skills.  Plan on 
coming to hear what Annette Kelly, Jean Siegfried,  Marg Sanders and others have waiting in the wings 
for our Central Florida community. 

President’s Message...Welcome to February!   The month of February is a favorite of many because of 

its emphasis on love.  Valentine’s Day is one of the most popular days of the year for many of us and we 

welcome the task of letting those close to us know how much we love them.                                       

Too often, though, there are many of us – our fellow human beings - that are unloved, bullied, marginal-

ized, and left out of the sharing of love and community.  “Standing on the Side of Love” is a national 

advocacy campaign started by UUA in 2008 – after the tragic shootings at a UU church in TN. Standing on 

the Side of Love is a community of people compelled to speak out against oppression, united in the com-

mon belief that love is the ultimate guiding force of our world.                                            

The Standing on the Side of Love campaign elevates compassionate religious voices to influence public 

attitudes and public policy.  Through community activism, social networking, and media outreach, people 

across the nation are being equipped to counter fear and make love real in the world.            

“Thirty Days of Love” is a special campaign of Standing on the Side of Love – running from January 19 

thru February 14.  Although we’ve missed the beginning, it’s not too late to sign up for daily messages of 

inspiration.  This campaign is called a “spiritual journey for social justice” because making the world a bet-

ter place requires centering ourselves, connecting with others, and examining where we have been and 

would like to go.  Valentine’s Day, National Standing on the Side of Love Day, becomes a holiday of social 

justice and gives us a shared forum that speaks to our core values as Unitarian Universalists.  

Standing on the Side of Love.org:  Check it out and sign up today.  You’ll be glad! 

Love, 

Martha 

I do not pretend to understand the moral universe; the arc is a long one, my eye reaches but little 
ways; I cannot calculate the curve and complete the figure by the experience of sight; I can divine 
it by conscience. And from what I see I am sure it bends towards justice.  

 
(Theodore Parker, 1810 – 1860)  

 
This is the day we are given;  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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 ADULT RE NEWS...This year at UUUS, the Adult Religious Education (RE) program has expanded 

its offerings in response to feedback from the congregation.   A series of World Religions presentations 
has been added to the yearly schedule to be held in conjunction with the Inquiring Minds group and the 
teen RE program.  The plan for the World Religions presentations is that they include a pre-service adult 
RE class, a Sunday Service program, and a continuing conversation opportunity after service.  All three 
aspects of the presentation will be led by the same religious expert invited from the local community.  In 
December, we kicked the program off with our own Rev. Mark Spivey, who gave us a different picture of 
Christianity than we are often exposed to.  Due to scheduling issues, we had to split the schedule to in-
clude the class on Buddhism on Jan. 20th and the Service on Buddhism on February 17th.   The class on 
Buddhism, which was well attended, was very well received.    
       In the future look for three-part presentations on these other World Religions:   
Islam, scheduled for March 24th and Sikhism scheduled for May 5th.  If the schedule permits, we hope to 
add more speakers, so please watch for announcements in the Connection, the Sunday Bulletin, the 
weekly Notable News, special email updates, and listen for verbal announcements on Sundays.   
 

SPIRIT OF LIFE... A Tapestry of Faith Program for Adults ...is a new Adult RE course that we are 
offering.  Spirit of Life workshops offer participants space, time, and community to explore their Unitarian 
Universalist spirituality. Each focuses on a different aspect of the spiritual life, framed by the lyrics of Car-
olyn McDade’s song “Spirit of Life.” Like the song, the workshops are designed to be welcoming to Unitari-
an Universalists of many spiritual and theological persuasions. Participants are invited to claim an inclusive 
definition of spirituality and recognize the spiritual aspects of their lives. Reflecting, speaking, and listening 
are core activities in each workshop.  This series consists of 9 classes in total...we are splitting the course 
into 2 sections. The first class began January 27th and this series will run for a total of 5 or 6 weeks.  
Each class is unique and you are welcome to come to one or to all. Classes run from 9:15 until 10:15 on 
Sunday morning in the Library. 

Inquiring Minds plans to continue our programs on "Comparative Religion" for the month of 

February.  We have also instituted an "Open Mic. Sunday" which is held each month to corre-
spond with  Potluck Sundays (2nd Sunday each month.)  This a time for our members to bring a 
topic of interest/concern to our meeting.  If you wish to be added to our mailing list, contact the 
UUUS Office. (info@universityuus.org) 

 

Are you interested in finding out more about Unitarian Universalism? 

Come and Join Us for… 
Visitor Welcome Class 

Sunday February 10th 9:30 am at UUUS 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist faith and its ori-
gins. First time visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism will learn about the principles 
that guide us, the history behind us and receive a brief overview about the organization.  If you 
are interested in attending this class please stop in the office and RSVP, email: in-
fo@universityuus.org or call 407-737-4018.  Hope to see you there! 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS NEWS….Start making your plans to join the Immokalee 
Workers for what will undoubtedly be a historic 180-mile March for Rights, Re-
spect and Fair Food! Whether you can be with us – be it marching or in a support role 
– for the entire March 3-17 or for the final stretch from Tampa to Lakeland, we invite 
you to take part.  

We invite you not only because we will need unity to make this undertaking possible, 
but because we know that every mile marched, meal prepared, candle held will be part 
of a transformative experience for each of us.  

A vital need during the march will be the hosting of meals, snack and water 
breaks along the route. If you think your congregation might be able to help or 

sponsor a meal from afar, please, let us know!  

Meanwhile, as Florida keeps its eyes on Publix, the CIW is encouraging the rest of the 
country to shift its energies to a new national focus! Of the world's largest five fast-
food companies — McDonald's, Subway, Burger King, Taco Bell and Wendy's —
Wendy's is the only one who has not joined the Fair Food Program, ensuring im-
proved pay and more modern, more humane work conditions for the people who har-
vest the tomatoes used in their hamburgers, sandwiches and salads.  

Since 2007, Wendy's has been sent five separate letters from the CIW and its allies 
asking to "meet as soon as possible... to discuss how your company can become a 
leader in socially responsible practices that ensure the human rights of farmworkers in 
your supply chain." On top of that, in 2010 and again in 2011, CIW representatives at-
tended Wendy's shareholder meetings to personally invite company leadership to join 
the Fair Food Program, but still to no avail. 

So, as we here in Florida keep calling on Publix to do right by their neighbors, keep 
your eye out for Fair Food supporters around the country writing letters and holding ac-
tions to persuade Wendy's to put its considerable purchasing power behind the Fair 
Food Program! 
  
Sincerely, 
. 
Elena, Jordan and Claire 
Interfaith Action of SW Florida 
239.986.0688 I www.InterfaithAct.org 
People of faith partnering with farmworkers to cultivate justice in the fields 

WE HAVE BEEN ASKED BY OUR MUSICIANS AND PROGRAM CHAIR TO TRY TO 
FIND OUR MISSING HYMNALS….IF YOU HAVE BORROWED ONE, PLEASE RETURN 
IT TO UUUS, WE ARE MISSING QUITE A FEW OF THEM AND DON’T HAVE ENOUGH 
FOR SUNDAY SERVICES.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE! 



PAGE 6 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 14, ISSUE 2  

UUUS CELEBRATES OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY!  On January 19th, UUUS kicked off it's year of cele-
bration with a 20th Anniversary Dinner. The meeting room of UUUS was transformed into a banquet hall 
with a catered buffet and eight tables full of UU's. Past Presidents: Allan March, Barry Lundin, and Karl Pe-
ters were in attendance, as were Founders: Marilyn Stewart, Bernie Lipten, Marilyn and Barry Lundin, Ron 
and Joyce Vierling (now at 1U), and Karl Peters. The remainder of the 60 in attendance were UUUS mem-
bers of all ages, friends from 1U, and the Rev. Kathy from 1U. Kathy Anderson, a well-loved founding 
member of UUUS was not in attendance as she was in the hospital - the only unhappy moment of the 
evening. There was much laughter and sharing of stories - especially when the past presidents and found-
ers were handed the mike. Karl Peters, our original President, one of the Founders, and one of the primary 
organizers of our original fellowship spoke about his role and his pleasure in seeing our thriving communi-
ty. A grand time was had by all! Thank you to Marilyn Stewart, Julie Symonds, and Martha Kirby for plan-
ning this event and to Kathy McCambridge, Ben Mowbray, Erica Lindbeck, and others who helped make 
things run smoothly on Saturday night.  
Stay tuned for more fun as UUUS celebrates its 20th Anniversary all year long! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joyce Vierling, Marilyn Lundin, Marilyn Stewart,(seated)          (Lto R) Martha Kirby, Karl and Marge Peters, Marilyn 
Ron Vierling, Allan March, Barry Lundin, Karl Peters,                 Stewart, Joyce and Ron Vierling 
Bernie Lipten 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Allen March speaks at the dinner, Ben Mowbray                                 

       looks on                                                                                                                                         
 Karl Peters presented the program on Sunday, 1/20/13 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 

Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information on the special events in February, 
please see page 2, call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  mstewart140@cfl.rr.com   

Book Discussion Group:  The non-fiction book club will meet on Sat. Feb. 23rd at UUUS at 10:00 a.m. 
Our book will be “OPEN HEART, OPEN MIND: Awakening the Power of the Essence of Love,” by Tsoknyi 
Rinpoche. Rinpoche is a contemporary generation Tibetan Buddhist writer and meditation master. He 
speaks to our unlimited capacity for warmth, openness and courage which he calls the “essence of love.” 
Rinpoche draws on rarely discussed teachings of Tibetan Buddhism. He delivers his prose with candor, 
love and intelligence. Rinpoche speaks of his own path to reconnect with his essence of love. Please join 
us for another insightful discussion on Feb. 23rd and bring your ideas for books to read.  For more infor-
mation contact Steve Hall at hallsorl@earthlink.net 
 
Circle Suppers:  Circle Suppers have begun again!  These evenings are a great way to get to know oth-
er members in the congregation on a casual basis as well as have a nice meal. Anyone interested in host-
ing or finding out more about circle suppers please contact Julie Symonds at jasymonds@yahoo.com.   
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, Feb 3rd at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and investing. 
We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be knowl-
edgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!   
                                                           
Novel Book Group:  will meet at Marilyn Stewart’s home on February 9 at 10:00 to discuss CALEB’S 
CROSSING by Geraldine Brooks. Set in 17th century Martha’s Vineyard, the novel is inspired by the first 
Native American to graduate from Harvard College, a Wampanoag chief’s son named Caleb 
Cheeshahteaumauck. Brooks imagines a secret friendship between Caleb and the daughter of the minister 
who sponsored his education.  The result is “a luminous tale of love and faith, magic and adven-
ture.” (Litlovers.com) 
 
The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering 
together to share food and conversation on Sunday, February 17th, at 6:30 pm.  Please contact David 
McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net      
                                                         
The UUUS Women’s Group:  The 5th Annual Women’s Retreat is planned for February 1-2, at UUUS.  
Please see the flyer on page 4 for more information.  Hope to see you there! 
 
QUARTERLY MEETING….SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2013….BASIC AGENDA FORMAT: 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  11:45A, ESTABLISH QUORUM 
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION BY THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
NEW BUSINESSOLD BUSINESS 
ADJORNMENT 
*Please watch for the minutes of the last meeting and financial information to be sent via email. Hard 
copies available from office upon request. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1Beacon to 

CONtemporary 

Art/Tallahassee 

(back 1/3) 

Women’s Re-

treat 5:30 p 

(until 9p 1/2) 

2 

 

 

 

 

Groundhog’s 

Day 

3Investment 

Club 11:45 

4 5 

 

Alliance-1U 

6 7 8 9 

Novel Book 

Group 10a 

10 Visitor’s 

Welcome Class 

9:30 

 

POTLUCK 

Chinese New 

Year (year of the 

snake) 

11 12 
 

Alliance-1U 

 

 

Lincoln’s Bday 

Mardi Gras 

13 

 

 

 

Board Meets 

7p 
Ash Wednesday 

14 

 

 
 

 

Valentine’s Day 

15 

 

 

 

 

Susan B. An-

thony Day 

16 

17 

Quarterly 

Meeting 11:45 

 

 
Men’s Group 

6:30p 

18 

 

 

 

 

President’s 

Day 

19 
 

Alliance-1U 

 

20 21 22 

 

 

 

 

Washington’s 

Bday 

23 

Book Group 

10a 
 

Purim begins 

at sundown 

24 

 

Social Con-

cerns 11:45a 

25 26 
 

Alliance-1U 

27 28   

February 2013 
HOLIDAYS, MEETINGS, EVENTS OF INTEREST TO THE UUUS COMMUNITY 

**Ongoing  

Sunday events: 

Inquiring Minds 

9:15a 

Adult RE 9:15a 

Children’s RE                     

9:30a  

Service 10:30a 
Beacon 12-2 pm 



11648 McCulloch Rd. 
Orlando, Florida 
32817 

UNIVERSITY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY  

Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Secretary...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 
Trustee…Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Paula Despang...paula@orlandocounseling.net 

 
Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 

 info@universityuus.org 
 

Committee Chairs 

 
Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 

Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 
Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 

Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 

Programs...Paula Despang...paula@orlandocounseling.net    
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 

Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol.com      

 Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 

 happy@citrusoak.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 

Sunday Service...Victor Montequin…montequi@yahoo.com 

 and Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Communications 
 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr… 

 
Youth 

Owl...Kim Carter-Williams… 
 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

         Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

 HighGear3@gmail.com 
 

Beacon...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
 Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Cleve Williams…clevewilliams@earthlink.net 

 Kim Williams...kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
 

Activities 
 

Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 
Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 

 jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 

 EvChiland@yahoo.com  
Investment Group...Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 

Men’s Group...David McElroy…  
 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 

Novel Book Group...Marilyn Stewart…
 MStew33939@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 

Phone: 407 737-4018 
Email: info@universityuus.org 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 


