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September 2  Katie Romano-Griffin   Understanding Universal Principles 
  

Before you flip on a light switch, do you pause to wonder if the laws that govern electrici-

ty will work for you?  Probably not.  Did you know that Universal Laws are as steady and 
reliable as the laws that govern electricity? Learn how famous Unitarian Universalists de-

veloped an understanding of these laws and how you can apply them to your life. Katie is 
a balanced combination of healer, speaker , partner and mother of 2 young boys. A pub-

lished author and life coach, she also practices hypnotherapy. 
 

September 9th     Rev. Mark Spivey  "The Top 5 Regrets at the End of Life."  

 
If this was your last day of life, what would be your biggest regret? This presentation 

considers the importance of the five most commonly expressed regrets by people nearing 
the end of their lives.  Mark is a monthly speaker who is also a counselor and formerly 

a chaplain for hospice. He shares his thoughts in colorful language which has made him a 

favorite at UUUS.                                                                                                    
POTLUCK AFTER SERVICE 

  
September 16    All mUUUSic Service 

  
Whether you enjoy listening to, singing, or creating your own music, there will be some-

thing for you at our annual All mUUUSic service.  This year's service will center around 

how music influences and inspires us individually and as a community.  Performances will 
include Jars of Jam, the UUUS Choir, and David Khourshid, as well as participation from 

the general congregation.  Get ready for a dynamic musical experience! 

September 23   Water Communion and Welcoming of New Members  

Our annual ritual of the blending of the waters mirrors the ways in which we come to-

gether. Samples from the blended contributions since our churches inception have been 
saved for this purpose.  Bring the actual or symbolic water you wish to contribute to the 

bowl and share with the congregation its significance to you. We also welcome new 
members to our congregation at this time.  

  

September 30    Rev. Janet Onnie    “The Goat in the Pickup Truck"  
  

Our sermon deals with how to cope with the inevitable changes in our lives.   Rev. Janet 
Onnie is a consulting minister for the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Marion County. 

She is a collaborator on a webinar and workshop entitled  “Power from the Pews: Influ-
encing and Shaping Congregational Leaders.”  Prior to earning her M.Div. she made her 

way as a professional musician.  

 

PLAN TO JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT WORK DAY, OCT. 13TH, 9AM-NOON 

SEPTEMBER SERVICES 
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And From The Alliance...  

An anonymous donor has offered the Alliance the opportunity to match $500 for Planned Parenthood and an-
other $500 for the Healthcare Center for the Homeless, two organizations whom the Alliance frequently gives 
assistance. We matched these funds and wish to thank the donors for their generosity. These same donors 
offered a very generous fund match for Shepherd's Hope. This organization provides health care to the work-
ing poor who do not qualify for Medicaid. We felt that this was a truly a worthy cause and so donated the $250 
needed for this opportunity which means that Shepherd's Hope will receive a check for $1250! Many thanks for 
this opportunity as well.  

We also received the pleasure of an unexpected donation of $500 from Rosemary DuRocher given in her and 
her husband Joe's name. Joe was very fond of the Alliance, we shall miss him. Thank you Rosemary for this 
unrestricted donation which will be put to good use.  

And In September:..  

Sept. 4: The monthly board meeting where we discuss such matters as matching funds for deserving groups. 
Meanwhile other members continue the work of the Continuing Bazaar in order that we can help such groups. 
Brown Bag lunch and real Iced Tea.  

Sept. 11: It's out to lunch for a change of pace. This month's luncheon will be at Houlihan's. Prior to Houlihan's 
members will be sorting, pricing and displaying merchandise for the Bazaar.  

Sept. 18: It's Sandwich Tuesday. Baloney and Cheese sandwiches numbering in the hundreds are put togeth-
er for the Homeless Service Network of Central Florida, formerly the Coalition for the Homeless. Also work on 
the Bazaar and enjoy a Brown Bag lunch brought from home.  

Sept 25: Speaker TBA. Possibilities include a speaker from Shepherd's Hope, League of Women Voters of Flori-
da or Forgotten Face, a new project led by Community Food and Outreach Center.  

* Please note that the Alliance often works in conjunction with church led groups. Central Florida is fortunate to 
have a good number of organizations to supplement what the government is able to do to help those in need. 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE….Fall is upon us! I believe I almost felt a nip in the air last week. Perhaps it was be-

cause I was in Tennessee? Welcome back from vacations! I look forward to hearing everyone’s stories and seeing 

some familiar faces that have been missing a bit this summer. A big “hello” to Sara Sullivan and family, Jay and Joe, 
in Germany! Hope you’re having a stellar time! Fall is an exciting time to get involved at UUUS: we have a Service 

Auction coming up soon; committees are developing new and innovative ideas for membership, leadership, hospitali-
ty; another new Adult RE season is beginning; Inquiring Minds continues to expand our thinking; choir has started 

rehearsing again; and the list goes on and on. Strengthening our community by working and playing together is im-

portant. Come, be part of the process. Say “yes” when asked and you just might find a new friend, a new talent, and 
a lot of fun! 

 
A big “THANK YOU” to everyone who stayed and participated in the Quarterly Meeting last month. The Board was 

ready to present a proposal for the Continuing Conversations (formerly, and no longer, known as “talk back”). It felt 
good to present a plan that so many contributed to putting together. The Board, the IM group, the Worship Commit-

tee (now the Sunday Service Committee), and numerous individual members spent time talking thru issues and ideas 

and learning how to better listen to each other. I was proud of us and glad we could agree to move forward together 
in a spirit of collaboration and mutual support – a true sense of fellowship. We learned a lot about each other and 

about process and about learning to trust. Let’s remember this good feeling as we continue to grow, work, and 
change together during the days, weeks, and years ahead. 

 

Warmly, 
 

Martha 
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Beginning of RE for the 2012/13 Fellowship Year      

     

START OF REGULAR RE CLASSES  

Summer break is drawing to a close and enthusiasm is building for the start of school. Regular RE For Our 
Young begins the first Sunday after Labor Day, on Sept. 9th. We will start with a Cereal Mix UP Sunday 
fun, and will start our adventure as we travel through the worlds major religions! Bring a cereal or a top-
ping to share with everyone! Parents are welcome to stay and join in the breakfast and travel adventure -- 
we will take off on an imaginary plane ride to begin our adventure!  
 
VOLUNTEER SIGN UP SHEETS  

We need volunteers to teach in each of the classrooms. World Religions is a popular topic because we 
learn together with the children about the major religions of the world. Outside each classroom are sign 
up sheets to teach a particular religion and the dates. Let me know if you are interested in teaching or 
have any questions about a particular section or classroom. Also a separate calendar will be sent via sepa-
rate Email.  
 
The current team is:  

 Administrator - Michelle Smith  

 Assistants - Chloe McElroy  

 Chair -- Happy Amein  

 Nursery -- open  

 Lower Elementary classroom -- Jill Vita  

 Upper Elementary classroom - Cari Mitchell  

 Teen Room -- Chad Busby and Juan Fuentez  

 Playground - Amy Mowbray  

 Social Action leader - open  

 Events coordinator - open 
 
REGISTRATION  

In preparation for the new year, I would like everyone to register for the 2012/2013 year. Please stop by 
the office if you haven’t yet sent in your information.    

ADULT EDUCATION MINI COURSES 
Joie Kohl and Chris Reid are excited to announce the start of our adult mini-courses!  These classes will 
cover a variety of topics and will range from a one time class to a 6 week course.  Classes are held in the 
adult library on Sunday mornings, from 9:00 to 10:20.  The first class, offered by Barry Lundin, will be two 
sessions,  9/16 and 9/23.  Barry offers information on financial planning and has arranged for a live video 
link to a UUA representative for one of the sessions.  Our next offering is UU Parenting, beginning on 9/30 
and running through 11/4, for 6 sessions.  This class will be led by John Amein and Cari Mitchell.  
 
As the theme for this year’s RE is World Religions, we plan to offer 4 single sessions (planned for Novem-
ber, January, March and May) that will cover the Christian, Buddhist, Islamic and Sikh religions.  Our 
speakers will also be giving the service on those Sundays.  The new year will bring the Spirit of Life series.  
The Spirit of Life workshops offer participants space, time, and community to explore their Unitarian Uni-
versalist spirituality. Each focuses on a different aspect of the spiritual life, framed by the lyrics of Carolyn 
McDade’s song “Spirit of Life.” Hope to see you there! 
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Since Inquiring Minds didn't take a summer break, we continue to surge full speed ahead, discussing 
issues which are of concern to us and our world.  This month we considered the evidence for life after 
death.   After three meetings, some of our members said they were more concerned about "Life after 
birth."  Join us on  Sunday mornings @ 9:15 to take part in stimulating discussions. Contact Roy Scherer  
(royhsch60@aol.com) if you would like to be added to the Inquiring Mind's Mailing List. 

.Brisk mornings, cool evenings, and crisp, sunny days in between-Yes, fall 

is in the air! This is a great time to renew our vow to promote justice, equity, and 
compassion in human relations by purchasing fair trade items whenever possible.  

Why fair trade?  

· Farmers are paid a fair price, a guaranteed minimum when market prices are low and above mar-

ket premiums for certified organic goods. 

· Supports the development of democratically run farming cooperatives that are owned by and for 

the farmers. 

· Encourages a greener food system by supporting organic and sustainable farming practices. 

· 20 cents for every pound that UU’s purchase goes to the Small Farmer Fund for farmer based pro-

jects. 

Look for the Fair Trade table on pot luck Sundays or contact Arlynn Mueller to purchase.          

Please join us for service on  Sunday September 23rd as we celebrate with our 
Annual Water Communion & New Member Ceremony.  This is a special 
time for our congregation, to participate in communal activities in the covenant 
we share with one another.  Bring your water or a symbolic sampling from a 
special traveled place to join with the waters of others in our community.  As 
always visitors are welcome and encouraged. 

At the 2012 Justice General Assembly in Phoenix, Ariz., we officially 
launched the UU College of Social Justice (UUCSJ). A joint program of the 
UUA and UUSC, this collaboration offers us a bold new way to live our 
faith in the world. Linking resources, people, programs, and creativity un-
der one umbrella. 

In the coming year, the college is offering service-learning trips to New Orleans, Haiti, India, Mexico, and 
Guatemala - sign up today! As you look ahead to the coming congregational year, please consider how 
UUCSJ can help you - and your congregation, too - live more deeply into our faith. Continue Reading: 
http://actnow.uusc.org/site/MessageViewer?em_id=8241.0&dlv_id=12141 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at 1st Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information, see the schedule on page 2 and 
make note of the special events in September.  You can also call Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  
mstewart140@cfl.rr.com                                                                                                                     
 
Book Discussion Group:  The nonfiction book club will meet on Saturday, Sept. 22nd at 10a.m. at 
UUUS. Our book is "WHILE AMERICA SLEEPS" by Russ Feingold, who was Wisconsin’s Senator from 1993 
to 2011. The book is a wake-up call from an insider for the post 9/11 era. Sen. Feingold explores 
the decisions that have been made by Congress, the executive branch and the media. We have been fed 
Newspeak about 'the war on terror' and so much propaganda about the 'nature of Islam,' and our own 
exceptionalism that candor has been lost. Constitutional values have been trampled on by our leaders who 
are hired to 'get it right.’ Have they? What choices have been made? Why are we so complacent? We'll 
see you on 9/22. 
  Heads up for the Oct. 27th book club meeting. Literally it's another brain teaser by social psycholo-
gist, Jonathan Haidt.  The book is "THE RIGHTEOUS MIND: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and 
Religion." Why doesn't the other side listen to reason? Maybe we'll find out.  For further info contact Steve 
Hall at hallsorl@earthlink.net  
 
Investment Group:  The "Investors Club" continues to meet the first Sunday of the month. Our next 
scheduled meeting is Sunday, September 2nd at 11:45 AM.  Each month we discuss the economy and in-
vesting. We welcome people who have skills concerning taxes and investments, but you don’t need to be 
knowledgeable to come and learn! You are invited to join us!                                                             

Scrabble Club:   If you love playing Scrabble please come and play and stretch your word power every 
Tuesday evening.  Games start on time at 7 PM and end at 10 PM.  Don't forget to bring your Scrabble 
board and tiles with you and if you have a chess clock please bring that too. Contact Robert Sulzer if you 
have any questions at 407-247-1260.   

The UUUS Men’s Group:  All men are welcome!  The Men’s Group is looking forward to gathering to-
gether to share food and conversation on Sunday, September 23rd, from  6:30 to 9:30 at UUUS.  Contact 
David McElroy for more information:  davidamcelroy@earthlink.net                                                              

The UUUS Women’s Group:  Women’s Group – Let’s kick off our comeback with some fun & games.  
Come and join the women’s group on Friday September 28th at 7 pm at UUUS. We will play some games 
and enjoy some great company.  Bring a dish or drink to share and join in on the fun. 

 
“Faith Voices Against Amendment 6" - On Thursday, September 13, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., the First Unitarian 

Church of Orlando will host a program training clergy and lay activists willing to be leaders in the struggle to defeat 

Florida Amendment 6. This amendment on the November ballot would severely limit funding and rights regarding 
abortion for women in Florida. From 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., a second program will be presented: “Reproductive 

Justice: Expanding Our Social Justice Calling” – an information session on the UUA’s newly chosen Study/Action Issue 
(SAI). This informative evening will feature the Rev. Rob Keithan, UU minister and Director of Public Policy at the 

Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (formerly of the UUA’s Washington Office for Advocacy). Rev. Rob will 
help us explore ways that we can engage the SAI as individuals and as congregations. Unitarian Universalists have 

been on the frontline of women’s reproductive rights and anti-racist work for decades. The text of the Study/Action 

Issue is as follows: Reproductive rights and health services are seriously under attack nationally. Reproductive Justice 
represents a broader analysis of racial, economic, cultural, and structural constraints on women’s power. The right to 
have children, to not have children, and to parent children in safe and healthy environments is a human right. RSVPs 
for planning purposes are appreciated but not required. Email socialjustice@orlandouu.org. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2Investment 

Group 11:45 

3 

 

 

 

Labor Day 

4 

Alliance 

meets at 1U 

 
Scrabble 7p 

5 6 7 8 

9Potluck 

Super Sunday! 

New Member 

Orientation  

Grandparent’s 

Day 

10 11 
Alliance 

meets at 1U 

 
Scrabble 7p 

12 

 

 

 

Board Meets 

7p 

13 

Amendment 6 

meeting at 1U 

11a-4p, 7-8:30p 

14 15 

16RE and 

Adult RE clas-

ses begin 

 

Council meets 

11:45 

17 

 

 

 
Rosh  

Hashanah 

18 
Alliance 

meets at 1U 

 
Scrabble 7p 

19 20 21 

 

 

Beacon Lead-

ership CON 

(21st-23rd) 

22 

Book Group 

10a 
*End of Days 

7:30p* 

Fall Begins 

23Water 

Communion/ 

New Member 

Ceremony 
Men’s Group at 

UUUS 6:30p 

24 25 
Alliance 

meets at 1U 

 
Scrabble 7p 

26 

 

 

 

 

Yom Kippur 

27 28 

 

 

 

Women’s 

Group 7p 

29 

 

 

 

Board Retreat 

30 

 

 
Board Retreat 

  

 

 

WORK 

 

 

 

DAY  

 

 

 

OCT. 13 

 

 

 

9A-12P 

 

SEE 

YOU 

THERE 

September 2012 
Dates, meetings, events of interest to the UUUS Community in September 
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Southern Winds Theatre is presenting a staged reading of END DAYS by Deborah Zoe 
Laufer, Directed by David A. McElroy 
 
As a fundraiser for the University Universalist Unitarian Society, 11648 McCulloch Rd, 
Orlando, Fl 32817 (407) 737-4018 
 
Saturday, September 22nd at 7:30 PM. 
  
16-year-old Rachel Stein is having a bad year. Her father hasn’t changed out of his pajamas since 9/11. 
Her mother has begun a close, personal relationship with Jesus. Her new neighbor, a 16-year-old Elvis im-
personator, has fallen for her hard. And the Apocalypse is coming Wednesday. Her only hope is that Ste-
phen Hawking will save them all. 
  
 Rachel Stein - Chloe McElroy 
  
 Nelson Steinberg - Zach Lane 
  
 Sylvia Stein - Marylin McGinnis 
  
 Jesus Christ/Stephen Hawking - Ryan Sutter 
  
 Arthur Stein - Eric Pinder 
 
Dessert will be served – Please bring a dessert to share that 
would be something you’d want to eat, if it were your last 
meal! 
 

Tickets $7.00 Adults 
 
$5.00 Students (10 and up) 

  

New Member Orientation – September 9th, 2012 - 9:15am at UUUS 
This class is intended for those who are new to membership or who are exploring the possibilities of joining 

the UUUS congregation. This orientation will provide a deeper understanding of the our congregation, how 

the church is organized and the programs offered. 
  

Visitor Welcome Class –Oct 14th, 2012 9:15am at UUUS 

This class offers the opportunity to learn more about the Unitarian Universalist faith and its origins.  First time 

visitors and those new to Unitarian Universalism will learn about the principles that guide us and receive a 

brief overview about the organization. 
  

We welcome ALL visitors to both classes.  You may sit in on the New Member Orientation and the Visitor 

Welcome classes with no obligation to join our congregation.  Both classes are offered during the children’s 

RE (religious education) programming, children may attend the RE class during this time.  If you have any 

questions or would like to RSVP to either of the above classes please contact Gina Busby at gthun-

der@cfl.rr.com or call the office at:  407-737-4018 
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GREEN AMERICA  by Rhoda Levit-Binder 
 
*Introducing “Our Clean Energy Victory Bonds” website.  The website is new and makes it easy to share 
this popular campaign with your family and friends. This financial strategy will rapidly advance renewable 
energy, clean local power that can’t be outsourced.  It creates green jobs and boosts our national securi-
ty. It is very important for Americans in every Congressional District to visit the site:  CleanEnergyVicto-
ryBonds.org and to sign the petition to pledge their support.   More information from their website: 
 
Clean Energy Victory Bonds Act of 2012 
On August 2, Representative Bob Filner and 10 cosponsors introduced the Clean Energy Victory Bonds Act of 2012, 

H.R. 6275 in the House of Representatives. The bill, officially entitled “To promote the domestic development and 
deployment of clean energy technologies required for the 21st century,” will allow all Americans to invest in Treasury 

Bonds for as little as $25 each that will fund a clean energy future. The $50 billion raised from the bonds will fund 
clean energy programs that support wind, solar, energy efficiency, and electric vehicles in the United States. 

Clean Energy Victory Bonds would extend proven government programs that create clean energy and jobs, including 

the Investment Tax Credit and Production Tax Credit, for a decade. The funds raised from the bonds would also help 
homeowners make energy efficiency upgrades to their homes and purchase plug-in and electric cars. The bonds will 

help ensure American competitiveness in the growing clean energy and transportation industries and will help create 
over 1.7 million jobs throughout the Unites States. 

To support the Clean Energy Victory Bonds Act of 2012, please visit Take Action. 

 
*This summer, Green America announces the launch of the People and Planet Awards for Green Business-
es for their commitment to environmental responsibility. The three final winners will be chosen in August. 
Each award will come with a $5000 prize.  They will be accepting the second round of nominations on the 
first day of fall, looking for small, local businesses that have shown excellence in their commitment to 
clean energy.  Visit GreenAmerica.org/peopleandplanet for more information. 
  
*Essentially, the movement to end sweatshops in clothing supply chains is a movement to respect all the 
workers the same way we respect those who are close to us. They interviewed 28 year old Kol Malay, a 
sweatshop worker in Phnom Penh, who for 8 years worked 10 hours a day, 6 days a week for 29 cents an 
hour, or about $100 a month.  Malay said each shirt she makes is sold for $70 or $80. 
 
*Buying used clothing is the greenest option of all. It keeps old items out of the landfill, prevents re-
sources from being used to make something new and helps you save money. 
 
*Organic cotton is grown without toxic, synthetic chemical input.  Hemp is rapidly renewable and requires 
little or no pesticide.  Soy cashmere/silk is made from soy protein.  Fiber left over after processing soy-
beans into food. The soy may be genetically engineered unless noted on the label.  Wool is renewable, 
fire resistant and doesn’t need chemical inputs.  Look for chlorine free wool from humanely treated ani-
mals. 
 
*OEKO-Tex: Confidence in textiles – this has been the motto of the independent test institutes of the In-
ternational Oeko-Tex® Association since 1992, with their tests for harmful substances according to Oeko-
Tex® Standard 100 for textile products of all types which pose no risk whatsoever to health. For compa-
nies in the textile and clothing industry, the Oeko-Tex® criteria catalogue provides for the very first time a 
uniform, scientifically founded evaluation standard for the human ecological safety of textiles, against the 
background of the globalized and extremely fragmented nature of the textile manufacturing chain. 



11648 McCulloch Rd. 
Orlando, Florida 
32817 

UNIVERSITY UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY  

Phone: 407 737-4018 
Email: info@universityuus.org 
Website:  www.universityuus.org 

 

Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 

 

President...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Vice President...Sylvia Friedman...jondoc@aol.com 

Secretary...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Treasurer...John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Trustee...Barry Lundin...blundin134@aol.com 
Trustee…Chad Busby...cbusby@cfl.rr.com 

Trustee...Paula Despang...paula@orlandocounseling.net 

 
Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 

 info@universityuus.org 
 

Committee Chairs 

Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 
Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 

Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Hospitality...Kathy Anderson 

Inquiring Minds...Roy Scherer…royhsch60@aol.com 
Member Concerns...Gina Busby...gthunder@cfl.rr.com 

 Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com   

Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     

Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 
Religious Education (adult)...Chris Reid..lcreid99@aol.com      

 Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 
 happy@citrusoak.com 

Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary… 
 Dawn Foster…dawnm_foster@yahoo.com 

Sunday Service...Victor Montequin… 

 montequi@yahoo.com 

Communications 
 

Webmaster…John Amein...john@johnamein.com 

Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr… 

 
Youth 

Owl...Kim Carter-Williams… 
 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

         Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

 HighGear3@gmail.com 
Beacon...Eric and Rachel Christensen… 

            HighGear3@gmail.com 
 Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 

 Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 

 Cleve Williams…clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
 Kim Williams...kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 

 
Activities 

 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 

Choir...Janet Leavens...janet_leavens1@gmail.com 

Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds... 
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions...Evelyn Chiland Long… 
 EvChiland@yahoo.com  

Investment Group...Bernard Fudim...bfudim@cfl.rr.com 

Jars of Jam...Victor Montequin...montequi@yahoo.com 
Men’s Group...David McElroy…  

 davidamcelroy@earthlink.net 
Scrabble...Robert and Alice Sulzer...sulzer4444@aol.com 

Women’s Group...Jill Metz...j.jemstone@yahoo.com 


