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PROGRAMS FOR DECEMBER 

 
December 6   Rev. Joan Pinkston     "The Search 
for Truth and Meaning" 
 
There is an innate Wisdom within all of us that ulti-
mately reveals Itself when recognized. Thus begins an 
individual search for the meaning of all Life. Rev 
Pinkston is semi-retired and speaks from the perspec-
tive of a minister of Religious Science. 

 December 13   Rev. Mark Spivey        “Dig In”  Groundbreaking for our 
new addition! 

Rev. Spivey helps us celebrate our ground breaking for the new addition!  
Come and join in the excitement. Rev. Spivey serves Hospice of Volusia-Flagler 
as a spiritual care counselor and is a valued monthly speaker.  

We will be having a special potluck following our ground breaking...Eric 
has volunteered to cook chicken on the grill, so bring a side dish to 
share! 

 

December 20  "Holiday Celebration " 

This annual service is presented by the Children who attend UU Religious Educa-
tion. It includes a play, “Angel Pigs,” a variety of music, readings and talented 
performances, as well as a Yule/Winter Solstice candle lighting. It is coordinated 
by Happy Amein and Kim Carter-Williams.  

 

December 27   Victoria Schultz    " Musical Musings" 

Victoria returns with her healing harp and plans to reflect on 2009 thru music 
and meditation. She will also play the piano and use her voice to lead us in song 
as we plan for 2010. Her programs in the past have created many fans of her 
voice and her music. Please join us for this special service.  

++++++++++ 
University UUS offers live streaming of the services! What this means is that if you're un-

able to attend the service while it’s going on, you can still listen to the service as it’s hap-

pening, instead of waiting for the recorded version to be put on the Internet. To listen to 
the service, visit http://www.universityuus.org/audio.htm and follow the directions there. 
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The Alliance December Programs 
  
December 1  Board Meeting,  Continuing Bazaar 
  
December  8  Annual Alliance Christmas Tea at the UUUS    You are invited to join the Alliance at their an-
nual Christmas Tea, held at UUUS!  Please bring a sweet or savory goodie to share.  Kathy Anderson 
would appreciate knowing if you are coming, so she can plan accordingly.  All are welcome! 2pm to 4pm 
  
December 15  Ellen Wasden will present her biography, Continuing Bazaar 
  
December  22  Continuing Bazaar 
  
December  29   Annual White Elephant Exchange, Continuing Bazaar 
  
The annual Alliance Christmas Bazaar will take place in December and the Alliance will again be selling raf-
fle tickets for 4 beautiful gift baskets; two at the First Church and two at the UUUS.  Proceeds from the 
raffle will be used to purchase socks and underwear for homeless men through the Coalition for the 
Homeless. 
  
Vicki Kirkland,  First Vice President 

Religious Education for our Young –   

Religious Exploration is the mantra for this year.  We are exploring the seven principles of Unitarian Uni-
versalism.  We have covered the first two principles, in simplified language #1 – Every one is impor-
tant, and # 2 – Be Fair and Kind.  We are beginning this month the 3rd principle – Encourage each 
other to learn together.   My thanks goes out to Amy Mowbray who taught the 2nd principle to our up-
per elementary class last month.  The kids enjoyed the lessons, and even asked to continue the lessons 
during service when we normally have snack and play. 

In December we are working hard to prepare a Service for the congregation that will be presented on 
Sunday December 20th.  We want to share songs that every one will want to sing along and a story about 
“Angel Pigs.”  Often times I sit with my daughters and enjoy the books that I read to them, they give 
pause for thought, and simplify a message to make it clear and pointed.  This is the case of this charming 
story about “Angel Pigs,” and making the holidays special, by making it yourself.   

As part of our work to prepare for the Holiday Service, our children are going to be collecting money for 
Heifer International – this gives the children the chance to buy some pigs or ducks or chicks to give to 
families that will really benefit from the gift, and in turn they give the offspring of this gift to others in their 
village.  Please look for the Heifer collection can in the RE rooms, or if you would like to donate, find a 
child and ask them to bring the donation to the can!   

The children have recently received a terrific donation from The Small Group Ministry of the Duxbury, MA 
Fellowship to honor Gladyce Bouley.  They have donated a plaque and some money to create a children’s 
library in her memory.  Michelle Smith is creating The Gladyce Bouley Children’s Library, and the plaque 
will be prominently displayed in the new building with the library.  What a wonderful gift in honor of such 
a wonderful lady! 

If you have any questions about the programming or need anything regarding RE for our Young, please 
contact me.  Thank you!   Happy Amein. 
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President’s Corner...Chris Reid 
 
It was certainly a lively and impassioned Quarterly Meeting on the 15th!  We were ready to put forth the 
motion to move forward with our building addition, we had gotten the approval from Orange County to 
pull a building permit, at long last.  I am so thankful to everyone who spoke, who shared their thoughts, 
concerns, insights and dreams with all of us.  This was a momentous decision and we needed to hear 
every voice, to make the choice together.  We are very excited and will all continue to work hard toward 
the completion of that original vision. This has been a long haul... I could hear echoes of Eileen Aist from 
the front row!  To celebrate, we are having a ground breaking on Sunday, December 13th.  Our good 
friend Rev. Mark Spivey will be there to guide us and Eric Christensen has volunteered to cook chicken on 
the firepit grill, making our potluck something grand!  The builder expects to be ready to begin construc-
tion by mid-December, so we should be seeing action this month!  Watch and listen for updates, we will 
all be eager to follow the progress. 
 
It is a busy time of year with many holidays, plans, visits, parties, lists...be sure to take the time to enjoy 
one another, the cool morning, quiet moments, be kind to yourself.  I loved an article I read in the Church 
of the Larger Fellowship newsletter this month, about gifts.  Especially during this season and in this econ-
omy, we get so wrapped up in things or the lack of them, sometimes we forget about the gifts that we all 
have to share.  I would like to share a portion of the article (“The Gifts of Samuel J. Stone,” by David S. 
Blanchard, Consulting Minister of the UU Church of Utica, NY) that lists some of these gifts: 
 
 “You have time to give:  to sit quietly with someone who needs your help, your attention, your 
skills, and your wisdom.  None of us is nearly as busy as we imagine. 
 You have trust to give:  to let someone know that you can see the very best in them when they 
might not see it themselves. Cheer them on and remind them that they are never alone. 
 You have humor to give:  a little bit of laughter, a good-natured tease, a lighter spirit to remind 
someone who needs it that there is light at the end of every tunnel...even if, as the greeting card pro-
claims, it is the light of an oncoming train. 
 You have memory to share:  to recall with another something beautiful about the past that may be 
dim to their memory.  To let another person know that something wonderful that they did a very long 
time ago has not been forgotten...and never will be. 
 You have kindness to give:  not necessarily the sort that would get written up in the newspaper, 
but the kind that makes the world a little bit more enjoyable to inhabit.  When it comes to kindness, the 
best advice I ever got was this:  “Think small.  And just keep repeating.” 
 You have love to give:  And when I speak of love I am not talking about romance-which I am all 
for-but the kind of love that is unconditional and unearned.  I am not thinking about generic friendliness 
or modest good cheer.  I am talking about the kind of feeling that lives deep down that lets us say to an-
other, freely and unashamedly:  “I love you.”  Try it a few times.  Shock the socks off your father, or your 
sister, or your childhood pal...or, for practice, try saying it in the mirror.  That’s where it has to start. 
 What have I to give?  These are just a few of the things that might bring light and healing and 
hope to this weary world.  You will have others that you alone are intended to share-and not only in this 
singular season, but in every season of the year. 
 And the only other requirement I’d extrapolate from my hero’s example is that it is always most 
precious when we have no expectation to receive anything in return.  A pure gift of the heart, which might 
take the form of a check, as it did for Mr. Stone, or an arm around our shoulder on Christmas Eve.  Give it 
all away...and put the reminders in an old suitcase in the attic of your mind.  What we give away, we mi-
raculously keep.  May it be so for each of us.” 
 
Many wishes for a happy, healthy and rewarding holiday season to each of you...thank you for all the gifts 
you share!                
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UUUS Adult R.E.  (a.k.a. UUUS Breakfast Club).  We are averaging 15 participants in our group of ex-
plorers, thus pointing out the additional need for a church classroom home.  We were excited by the pas-
sage of the building "go ahead" last Sunday and anticipate an increase in our group by parents with 
young children who are unable to attend due to logistical reasons.  To be added to our mailing list of up-
coming topics for discussion, contact Roy Scherer@ uuusinfo.org.  

FAIR TRADE ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR HOLIDAY SHOPPING….Simplify your holiday shopping this 
season. Fair Trade items (coffee, tea, cocoa and chocolate) make wonderful, economical, socially 
conscious holiday gifts for family, friends, co-workers, teachers, etc. Please see Arlynn Mueller or 
the office staff to purchase. The Fair Trade table will be set up on Dec 5th and 19th. Happy 
Shopping! 
  
Thanks Arlynn Mueller 

CHRISTMAS DINNER AT UUUS…. 
 
Come join us for our annual Christmas Dinner!  On Christmas Day, we 
come together for fellowship and wonderful food.  We gather around noon 
for drinks and socializing, then eat at 1 pm.  Watch for a sign up sheet at 
the back table and contact Kathy Anderson with any questions, or to let 
her know that you plan to attend. 
 
We look forward to seeing you! 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 
A ONE MAN PRESENTATION 
UNIVERSITY UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY 
12TH SEASON – DECEMBER 18, 2009, 7 PM 
 
Southern Winds Theatre announces the one-man presentation of A 
Christmas Carol written and performed by David A. McElroy. Mr. 
McElroy adapted the tale for stage and performs all 37 different charac-
ters. We are celebrating our 12th season of this exciting play. A Christ-
mas Carol is directed by Marylin McGinnis and Choreographed by Pam 
Killinger. 
 
Our performance date is Friday, December 18, at University Unitarian Universalist Society. 11648 
McCulloch Road, Orlando FL at 7:00 PM. Cider and cookies before the show. 
 
Tickets $10.00 Adults, $8.00 Children (12 and under) and Students (with student ID). 
 
For reservations or advance purchases or for more information call the UUUS office at 407-737-4018. This 
show is a fund raiser for the UUUS Classroom Building Fund. If you cannot make it to the show, you can 
still donate.  



PAGE 5 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 13, ISSUE 12 

Social Concerns Report, Date: 2009-11-23, By: Gary Przyborski 

States of Bliss... 

In my adult life, I have experienced many moments of grace. One such event took place on a clear winter night as I 
drove back from the east coast toward Orlando on an empty SR520. At the time, my mind was awash in recycling 

old thoughts and emotions that tightened my facial muscles and made it near impossible to have a genuine first 
hand experience of the world. The drive impacted me when Foghat's 1975 song, Fool for the City, sprang from the 

car's speakers. I hadn't heard it in years. For several minutes, joy a sense of joy emanated from my chest and 
spread outward through my body as I immersed myself in the music. 

That experience and others like it has led me to realize that one's experience of life is subjective, but can change in 
an instant in the same way that a tossed coin can land on a different side. We may feel like victims of our circum-
stances even when we work to change our circumstance, but most of us can change at least one part of our lives 

from inactive to active participant to experience a different world. Sometimes this change happens without any 

seeming effort on our parts. However it happens, I consider it a moment of bliss where we get insight into the way 
the universe really works- where things connect to one another in unusual ways. 

Speaking of connections, I wanted to give our members an update on what has been happening. 

· One of our amazing youth, Abi, had all of her birthday presents directed as a donation to the Hope Founda-

tion. What can I say? 

· Thank you for the outpouring of donations for our food drive that is taken weekly to the Hope Foundation.  

· Kathy Anderson and 5 volunteers are involved in making sandwiches for the homeless. Their next meeting is 
December 7th at ~10 AM, call Kathy for details.  

· SC members have volunteered their time and expertise to help the Hope Foundation cut their power bill 

while improving the quality of their light.  

· For Thanksgiving several church members have volunteered to cook Turkeys for the massive effort to feed 
over five hundred homeless at FUMCO (First United Methodist Church of Oviedo). Other members will make 

side dishes (pumpkin pies) and still others will be volunteers on the day of the event. The lady coordinating 
the event gave us four tickets for meals & I've given them to two people who are arranging for some people 

who are less fortunate to have a meal.  

· If you know of anyone in our congregation or area that needs some help with house chores (replacing lights, 
fixtures, pressure washing, painting, sidewalk, grass mowing, hanging Christmas lights) that would be diffi-

cult for them to do due to some circumstance, contact Kathy Anderson, and we'll see what we can do.  

· UUA Christmas cards have arrived. I urge you to buy a set since it does help support the efforts of the main 
UU Social Concerns group.  

· The Black Manatee Collective had their first use of the UUUS as a free store thanks to the efforts of Dawn 
Foster and the board approving it. Marcilla Smith tells me it went well. Their next date is December 15th from 
10 AM – 1 PM. 

Church Coalition- The next meeting is December 15th at 6PM. If you decide to attend, you'll get a free meal and con-
versation about what is happening in the community and how each church (no matter what their denomination or 

affiliation) is doing to meet the communities needs. The next big event is Christmas in the city on December 20th, 
which will feed families and provide Christmas gifts for children whose families are having a tough time of it. If 

you're interested see the flyers at the UUUS or on the SC website. 

Finally, if you have been volunteering at the UUUS or somewhere else, contact Judith Minear to share your experi-

ences and what has meant to you in a two minute conversation during the Sunday service. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Ongoing Sun-
day events: 

 
Adult RE 9a 

Children’s RE                     
    9:30a 

Service 10:30a 
  Beacon 6-8p 

 1 
Alliance at 
First Church 

2 3 4 
 
 
Women’s 
Group 7p 

5 
Book Group 
10a 

6 
Investment 
Club noon 

7 
 
 
 
 
Pearl Harbor 
Day 

8 
Alliance 
Christmas 
Tea at UUUS 
2-4p 

9 
 
 
 
Board Meet-
ing 7p 

10 11 
 
 
 
Hanukkah 
begins at 
sunset 

12 
Novel Book 
Group 10a 

13 
Ground-
breaking 
Potluck 
Cookout! 

14 15 
Alliance at 
First Church 
 
Black Mana-
tee Free 
Store 10a-1p 

16 
 
Lunch Bunch 
noon 

17 18David 
McElroy in 
“A Christ-
mas Carol” 
Show at 7pm 
(benefit for new 
building!) 

19 
Winter Sol-
stice Family 
Celebration 
4p 

20 
Holiday 
Celebration 
by RE classes 
 
Council 
Meets 11:45a 

21 
 
 
 
 
Winter  
Solstice 

22 
Alliance at 
First Church 

23 24 25 
Christmas 
Dinner at 
UUUS 12p 
 
 
Christmas 

26 
 
 
Boxing Day 
 
Kwanzaa  
begins 

27 
Social Con-
cerns Meets 
11:45a 

28 29 
Alliance at 
First Church 

30 31 
 
 
New Year’s 
Eve 

  

December 2009 
Events, Dates, Meetings, Holidays of Interest to the UUUS Congregation 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
Alliance:  The Alliance meets every Tuesday at First Church, downtown Orlando.  Members from UUUS 
and 1st Church enjoy a variety of activities, share a lunch, hear speakers and make sandwiches for the 
homeless.  Come and join this wonderful group! For more information, see the schedule on page 2 or call 
Kathy Anderson or email Marilyn Stewart:  MStew33939@aol.com 
 
Book Discussion Group Meeting:  The UUUS Book Club usually meets the 4th Saturday of the month, 
but due to the  holidays we will move our December meeting to the first Saturday, December 5, to 
avoid the Christmas holidays. Then we'll take a long break and get back on schedule in January (30th)  
Questions? Contact Steve Hall at:  hallsorl@earthlink.net  
 
Circle Suppers:  The plans for December were not available at press time...please contact Julie Symonds 
for information, or if you would like to host a Circle Supper, as she heads up this fun monthly event. 
 
Investment Group:  The purpose of this group is to examine the current and future trends in the stock, 
bond, currency and other financial markets. The resulting information is intended to assist participants in 
maximizing the return from their own investment portfolio. Meetings are usually held at 12 noon, following 
the service, on the first Sunday of each month. You are invited to join us! For further information, please 
contact Bill Long via email at billlong5@yahoo.com 
 
Lunch Bunch:    LUNCH BUNCH will meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at the Clubhouse of Win-
ter Park Towers, 1824 Summerfield Rd. December’s meeting is the 16th. For information, please contact 
Dutton Ashcraft (dashcraft@cfl.rr.com)  Please bring something to share for Pot Luck lunch. 
 
A Novel Book Group:  Meets on the 2nd Saturday of the month at 10am. The December meeting will be 
on the 12th. Come join us for our discussion of the novel "THE ART OF RACING IN THE RAIN" BY GARTH 
STEIN. This book is the compassionate story about 2 souls who are meant to be together. One is a dog, 
Enzo. The dog narrates the story. This perspicacious, self educated (via TV) pooch tells this heartwarming 
story of joy and loss. It's impossible not to love Enzo and his family. Everybody I know that has read 
Enzo's story really enjoyed this book. I know I will carry it in my heart for a while.   Beth and Marilyn 
 
Spiritual Explorers:  The Spiritual Explorer’s are taking a hiatus.  Please talk to Judy Minear with any 
questions. 

The UUUS Women’s Group:  Friday Dec 4th at 7pm – The UUUS Women’s group will be combining 
the November and December meetings due to the holidays and will be meeting for fun and planning.  Lo-
cation TBD. Saturday Dec. 19th at 4pm - Winter Solstice family celebration at the UUUS. Friday Jan. 
29th – Saturday Jan 30th - UUUS Women’s Retreat!  **Ask about Early Bird Registration** 

For more information please contact the church office.  You can also visit our website: http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/UUUSWomensGroup/ 

Black Manatee Free Store now at UUUS once a month: 
"Since early 2009, the Black Manatee Collective has been meeting 
in both downtown and east Orlando. While we are still growing and 
finding our place in Orlando's community, we have already started 
several projects. Current projects range from hosting free movie 
nights, supporting local radical groups, bringing roadshows and 
training camps to Orlando, and other actions (anti-tax fliering and 
discussion for the last tax day). We look forward to continuing to 
help a plethora of other fun, strategic, and productive activities that 
open minds and build a movement." 
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Directory of University UUS 
UUUS Board 
President Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Vice President Martha 
Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Secretary...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com 
Treasurer Dave Symonds...dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Trustee...Kim Carter-Williams...info@universityuus.org 
Trustee..Link Christen-
sen..link.christensen@gmail.com  
Trustee... Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Administrator:  Michelle Smith… 
 info@universityuus.org 
Committee Chairs 
Alliance...Marilyn Stewart...MStew33939@aol.com 
New Building ..Barry Lundin  blundin134@aol.com & 
                      Mike Reid...mikr46@yahoo.com  
Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Hospitality... 
Member Concerns...Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
 and  Joe Mendoza...JAazodnem@aol.com 
Pastoral Care...Sylvia Friedman...JonDoc@aol.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     
Public Relations...Joe Mendoza…JAazodnem@aol.com 
Religious Education (youth)...Happy Amein… 
 happy.amein@att.net 
RE (adult)...Roy Scherer...royhsch60@aol.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary...Gary Przyborski …
 geprzy@gmail.com 

Communications 
Webmaster...Mike Christle… 
 Mike@binaryprints.com 
Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr...Mike Christle…
 Mike@binaryprints.com 
Youth 
Owl...Kim Carter-Williams…  
 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
Beacon..Eric Christensen..HighGear3@gmail.com 
Beacon..Cleveland Williams..  
 clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
Beacon...Rachel Christensen.. 
 HighGear3@gmail.com 
Activities 
Book Group..Steve Hall..hallsorl@earthlink.net 
Chess Club...Paul Hargett...paulh4892@aol.com 
Circle Suppers...Julie Symonds…  
 jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Great Decisions...Richard Cohen…   
 richardscohen@aol.com  
Investment Grp..Bill Long..billlong5@yahoo. com  
Lunch Bunch...Dutton Ashcraft… 
 dashcraft@cfl.rr.com 
Novel Book Club...Bethed Keifer…
 bjbkeifer@webtv.net 
Spiritual Explorer’s...Judy Minear…  
 in2toning@msn.com 
Women’s Group...Jill Metz...jill@metzbridges.com 


