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HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

NOVEMBER PROGRAMS 
 
 
November 4th-Stanton Reed- “Self Service or Full Service” 
Mr. Reed has worked or taught in the fields of business or finance . He 
has served locally with Embry-Riddle, UCF,  Hospice of the Comforter and 
Orlando Regional Healthcare.  He is currently a professor of accounting at 
Valencia Community College. He speaks to us on the spirit of giving.  
 
November 11th - Reverend Jack Higgins - “Eastern Influences on 
Modern Judeo-Christian  Religion” 
Reverend Higgins is a consulting minister at the Friendship UU church in 
Rockledge. He also serves on the board of the American Humanist Asso-
ciation, is president of the Indian River Humanist Association and founder 
of the Interfaith Alliance of Brevard County. (POTLUCK SUNDAY) 
 
November 18th– Gary Przyborski - “Green Sanctuary Program” 
Chair of our own Green Sanctuary program joins us to share where the 
program is, what we are doing, and how you can join us. Gary’s back-
ground is in electrical engineering. He has designed lasers, night vision 
systems, and medical equipment before recently uncovering a passion in 
countering the effects of global warming. (QUARTERLY MEETING) 
 
November 25th- Mark Spivey  “Thank Goodness” 
Rev Spivey has Masters Degrees in Clinical Social Work and Theology. He 
serves Hospice Volusia-Flagler as a spiritual care counselor. Mark returns 
to remind us of the spirit of gratitude.   
 
 
Have trouble hearing? No problem, see our audio engineer in the 
back for an audio assistant. We have plenty of them available. 
 
University UUS offers live streaming of the services! What this means is that if 
you're unable to attend the service while its going on, you can still listen to the 
service /as its happening/ instead of waiting for the recorded version to be put 
on the Internet. To listen to the service, visit http://www.universityuus.org/
audio.htm and follow the directions there. 
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President’s Message….. 

 
Joys & Concerns - How do we celebrate community? 
 
I have been thinking a lot lately about our joys and concerns, and how we celebrate our milestones.  
 
We meet as a congregation in community to celebrate life; to create a sacred space; to touch each others' 
hearts and to be touched; to find deep meaning in readings, in life experiences, in meditation and music; 
to be filled in a way to sustain us through the day or the week.  
 
We seek to connect to each other in many ways. By the common experience in the Service, by conversa-
tion before and after, by sharing a meal at pot luck, by social activities and work days, by committee work, 
by contact during the week with those we have come to know.  
 
Our church, our members, seek community, and we want to intentionally create community with each 
other. We have a new Evensong group meeting, and hope to have others, perhaps growing, extending, 
into a small group ministry program. We have the Pastoral Care Team, which has formed an intense bond 
of service and personal connection, with each other and with others in the church. We have people work-
ing passionately on Green Sanctuary and our role in the environment, seeking ways to nudge and push us 
into a more gentle way of living on earth.  
 
And we have joys and concerns during the service. This is a treasured part of our service. It is a chance to 
share moments of profound change in our lives with our community. It occurs within the service, so it is 
framed by our covenant, our affirmation, our lighting of the chalice. It is a ritual of sharing.  
 
Churches share joys and concerns in many different ways. Some churches use a phrase - My Joy is..., my 
sorrow is.... Some churches light a candle or move a stone from one bowl to another. Some do it in si-
lence - a way that allows those that are more private to share in the ritual, without feeling out of step. 
Some with ministers have the minister speak to the more profound transitions in the church family. And 
recognizing that some joys, some sorrows are unspoken.  
 
As we grow, our needs and our opportunities changes. If we each shared a moment in our lives during the 
service, it would leave no time for the service. We might deepen the meaning of this time by being mind-
ful of the ritual, of sharing profound moments with a brief statement, leaving time for the next person and 
for the service. By allowing the shyer, more private person to participate in silence.  
 
I invite you and the congregation to think about and talk about the purpose of joys and concerns, why it is 
important to us, and how we can enhance the deeper meaning. How we can use this time to speak to our 
hearts, to find truth in community, to be deeply welcoming to our members & visitors.  
 
Rachel Christensen 

THANKSGIVING DINNER…. 
 
Please consider joining us for Thanksgiving dinner.  It is potluck, everyone 
brings something to share and it is an opportunity to socialize and celebrate 
the holiday.  Dinner is usually served at 1 pm, but come between 12 noon and 
12:30, for more social time.  There will be a sign up sheet on the side table 
and Kathy Anderson will coordinate the meal.  Please plan on joining us for 

dinner on Christmas day, as well!  More information will be in the December issue of the Connection. 
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Unitarian Universalists and Harbor House 

 
 At their Annual Luncheon, the leaders of Harbor House recognized the part that members of our 
congregations played in the founding of their organization, formerly known as Spouse Abuse.  As early as 
the 1960’s, Barbara Moore, then a member of First Unitarian Church, gathered data about spousal abuse, 
spurred on by her own situation.  Kathy Anderson, director at the We Care Hotline and now a member of 
the University UU Society, worked with Barbara and Carole Adams (also a member at the time) to find 
help and support for women who were victims of domestic violence.  They garnered support from the 
community, especially from Susan Pinns who lobbied and found resources necessary to create a secure 
shelter and to formalize the organization.  Over the years, UU individuals have played a great part in the 
growth of Harbor House, serving in leadership there and continually offering financial support.   

 
Social Concerns planning congregational garage sale….plans are in the works to hold a 
congregational garage sale with a tentative date in the first week of December.  Several people 
have expressed an interest and Kathy Anderson invites us all to participate.  Please contact her 
with views on the date, the details of the sale and let us know if you need help getting your items 
to the church. 

A Message from John McCormack: 
A Poem by our favorite Greek poetess, Anna Nomilous 

 
This morning I awoke with a feeling in my chest 
Of humble pride that I am part of the BEST 

Our community responded to a cry for the fixing, 
Dealing with facilities needs that felt overwhelming, 
Together 28 of us overcame obstacles we were facing 
With GIVING BACK smiles, and sweat and loud cheering 

That dispelled my concern, NO, my dread fear 
That no one would read or be there to hear 
That our community, our faith family home 

Was in need of mulch, paint, chainsaw and loam. 
We overcame all and did more by a bunch 

Then communes with beer and hot dogs for lunch 
The new and the old, the shy and the bold, 

“Tis a wonder story to be told! 
Many thanks to the people on this list, who gave of their time and effort on Give Back Satur-
day, September 29, 2007: 

Marian Besst   Gary Przyborski  Kathy Parry  Dutton Ashcraft 
John McCormack  Sylvia Friedman  Bob Flick  Ann Flick   
Bill Long   Dave Symonds  Kristin Symonds Cleve Williams 
Kim Carter-Williams  Donna Traxler  Joie Kohl  Joe Garchinsky  
Arlynn Mueller  Martha Kirby   Mike Reid  Chris Reid  
Josh Reid   Stephen Hall   Nancy Rapport Julie Emmer  
Graham Christensen  Eric Christensen  Kayli Carter  Karla Kizzort 
 
If we missed anyone, (or got your name wrong) we apologize and thank you all once again! 



PAGE 4 THE CONNECTION VOLUME 15,  ISSUE 11 

Alliance Programs,  November 2007 
 

Remember, you don’t have to be a ‘dues paying’ member of the Alliance to join us for any or all of our 
activities.  In fact we LOVE to welcome new faces!  So drop in with your brown bag lunch any Tuesday, 
or join us as we visit a nearby restaurant.  Come for the good works or come for the conversation and 
good company.  Just come! 

   
November 4 
 10:30  Sort and Price for Continuing Bazaar 

 11:00    Board Meeting 
 Noon Lunch, Board Report 
 
November 13 
 10:30 Sort and Price for Continuing Bazaar 

      11:30    Eat out at Café Madrid, Curry Ford Road near Conway.  Spanish & Cuban Cuisine. 
 

November 20 
   10:30 Sort and Price for Continuing Bazaar, make sandwiches for the homeless. 

      Noon  Lunch and conversation 
 
November 27 

      10:30   Sort and Price for Continuing Bazaar 
      11:00 December Board Meeting, early due to Holiday Busy-ness 
 

December 4 
 This is an early announcement of our Annual Holiday Tea, which will be held at the University 
UU Society on McCulloch Road at 2:00.  Bring your favorite Holiday goodies to share as we welcome in 
the festive season.  Watch for more details! 
 
Nancy Kellman & Jean Siegfried 
Programs 
 

SHOP WITH A PURPOSE DECEMBER 8 & 9 
 

 Ten Thousand Villages, the nonprofit fair-trade store at 346 N. Park Avenue in Winter Park will do-
nate 10% of its sales to Partners In Health on Saturday, December 8 and Sunday December 9. 
 Partners In Health, founded by Dr. Paul Farmer of  Florida, delivers high-quality healthcare to peo-
ple in the poorest countries of the world.  To PIH, health care is more than simply writing a prescription.  
It is ensuring that the patients have adequate food, housing and support without which the medicine is 
ineffective.   
 The comprehensive model of care developed by PIH in Haiti and Peru is now being successfully 
introduced in HIV-ridden sub-Saharan Africa.  PIH now helps about 2 million patients a year.  For more 
information about its projects and goals, go to www.pih.org. 
 Over 67% of the PIH budget comes from donors like us and fundraising projects like this one.  
Shop for the holidays at Ten Thousand Villages on December 8 and 9 and say, ‘10% to Partners In Health, 
please.’ 

Fair Trade Coffee, Cocoa and Chocolate….Thanks to Shay Williams, our Fair Trade 
products are on the move!  With support from Arlynn Mueller, plans are in the works for 
special holiday offerings, possible taste testing and more product information, to help 
you make the perfect selection!  Look for the Fair Trade products every other week, after 
services! 
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QUARTERLY MEETING SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH, AF-
TER SERVICES.  PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US! 
 
Proposed Agenda for November 18, 2007 Quarterly Meeting: 
1. Call to Order—Rachel Christensen, President 
2. Approval of Minutes from August  Quarterly Meeting—Martha Kirby, Secretary 
3. Treasurer’s Report—Bill Long 
4. Vice President’s Report/Committee Reports—Chris Reid 
5. President’s Report—Rachel Christensen 
6. Old Business 
 Status of Building Expansion 
7. New Business 
8. Announcement of next meeting and adjournment—Rachel Christensen 

Religious Education for November….The Super Sunday-Sundae was a big success in October!  
We look forward to more exciting special events.  Our teachers are enthusiastic and working hard to 
provide an interesting, consistent & meaningful program for our children of all ages. 
*The younger children are working through the Treasure Hunter’s curriculum with Michel Smith. 
*The older children are working on the Creativity program and have been led by Julie Symonds and 
Julie Emmer so far this year.  Elizabeth Paddock will be contributing to the program this month as 
well. 
*We have enhanced the opening circle time and are reading our rainbow principles while lighting 
candles.  There is an ingathering book that we use while we are gathering and waiting to begin, 
where thoughts about the 7 principles, joys and concerns or thoughts on the previous week’s mate-
rial can be discussed. 
*We want to remind parents that there is an ongoing parent discussion group held every Sunday 
morning, during the 9:30 to 10:30 time period.  Join us for coffee and conversation! 

SOCIAL CONCERNS/GREEN SANCTUARY NEWS….The Green Sanctuary Program is building 
speed.  As part of this, Gary Przyborski attended the 2007 Orange Co. Climate Summit (9/25/07) & 
the FL Renewable Energy Expo (10/12-10/13/07).  He posted a synopsis & analysis of them on the 
website under Going Green.  Marilyn Stewart is going through the files to determine which twelve 
projects we are working on & what their status is currently. Arlynn Mueller has accepted the mantle 
of Fair Trade products (with capable salesperson Shay Williams) & is coordinating our recycling ef-
forts.  Mike Sorn is making important behind the scenes efforts.  The movie, An Inconvenient Truth 
was shown after services last month & CFL bulbs of various sizes were given away.  An audit by 
Progress Energy was performed & work is being done to toward their recommendations.  All of the 
UUUS thermostats are now programmable & of the same type.  The A/C filters have been replaced 
with new high performance MERV 11s that have noticeably improved our air quality.  The hot water 
heater was flushed to remove calcium deposits on the bottom of the tank that can interfere with 
heating efficiency.  Parts are on order for fixing the Sculpture Wall lighting.  Lumen power measure-
ments were made on the lighting within the building, showing large variations in power output. 
Gary has identified a list of items & their costs for retrofitting the lighting in the existing building. 
The new components will further cut power usage while providing near full-spectrum quality light at 
a minimal cost.  A dimmer switch in the cry room to better control those light levels was included.  
The Green Sanctuary team encourages each of us to look to the UUUS website & our 
other members to make similar changes at home-work to reduce our carbon footprint. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Sunday 
Ongoing: 
9 a Adult RE 
 
9:30 a Kid’s RE 
 
10:30a Service 
 
6-8 p YRUU 

   1 2 3 
 
 
Circle Sup-
per 6pm 

4 
Daylight 
Savings ends 
 
Investment 
Club 12 noon 

5 6 7 8 9 
 
 
 
 
CON in Ft. 
Lauderdale 

10 
 
 
 
 
CON in Ft. 
Lauderdale 

11Potluck 
Sunday 
 
Veteran’s Day 
and Remem-
brance Day in 
Canada 

12 13 14 
 
 
Board Meet-
ing 7pm 

15 16 17 

18 
Quarterly 
Meeting 

19 20 21 22 
Dinner 1 pm 

 
 
Happy 
Thanksgiving 

23 24 
 
Book Club  
10 am 

25 26 27 28 
 
Spiritual 
Movie Night 
6pm 

29 30  

November 2007 
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GROUPS, CLUBS, MEETINGS: 
Book Discussion Group Meeting:  This group regularly meets on the 4th Saturday of each month. Uni-
versity UUS Book Discussion Group will meet Saturday, November 24th, 10 am at the church.  Please con-
tact Steve Hall or check the website to find out what book they are reading this month.  hall-
sorl@earthlink.net 

 
Spiritual Explorers Covenant Group:   The Spiritual Explorers will take the months of November and 
December off and will reconvene in January.  Please enjoy the holidays!  Judy Minear 
 
Lunch Bunch:  As the group usually meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month, they are taking the month 
of November off, as it is the day before Thanksgiving!  Please come to the December lunch, ready to 
share memories of past Christmases. 
  
The UUUS Women’s Group:  The Women’s Group meets on the last Friday of the month.    Please e-
mail Christina1979@gmail.com or call the church office for more information!  We really hope you will join 
us! 
  
Investment Group:  The purpose of this group is to examine the current and future trends in the stock, 
bond, currency and other financial markets.  The resulting information is intended to assist participants in 
maximizing the return from their own investment portfolio.  Meetings are usually held at 12 noon, follow-
ing the service, on the first Sunday of each month.  You are invited to join us!  For further information, 
please contact Bill Long via email at billlong5@yahoo.com 
 

Circle Suppers:   Cheers for Joie Kohl, who has graciously agreed to be the coordinator for this important 
and enjoyable monthly event!  We continue our Fall suppers with a dinner on Saturday, November 3rd, 
hosted by Julie and Dave Symonds. There is a sign up sheet on the side table.  Please include your phone 
number and the hostess will contact you to discuss the menu.  Everyone is welcome!  Please plan to join 
us for a fun and tasty evening! 
 
Spiritual Movie Night:  November’s Spiritual Movie night will be on Wednesday, November 28th at 
6pm.  Remember to bring dinner with you.  We will view two short films;  Healing the Luminous Body: 
The Way of the Shaman (2004) in which, documentary filmmaker Jay Weidner explores another field in 
the healing arts with this fascinating documentary about the history of shamans and discusses how trau-
matic events and experiences leave their mark on the body -- and how those marks can be banished for-
ever.   Also participate in the film Illuminated Chakras (2000) as chakra expert Anodea Judith leads 
viewers on a meditation designed to stimulate the body's seven energy centers. 
 

UUUS Adult RE:  The Adult RE (aka the UUUS Breakfast Club), continues to enjoy delicious breakfasts 
and lively conversation. We meet each Sunday at 9 am at the Holiday Inn Select Hotel, located near the 
intersection of Alafaya Trail and University Blvd.  For further information, contact Roy Scherer:  
royhsch60@aol.com     We are reading The Universe in a Single Atom, by the Dalai Lama. 

YRUU NEWS….Our youth hosted a mini-CON in October and will be enjoying a CON in Ft. Lauderdale 
November 9-11th.  They have taken on the responsibility for promoting the holiday show on December 
15th (the one man Christmas Carol  by David McElroy) and are discussing having a dinner prior to the 
show as a fund raiser.  They are also discussing offering child care for one shopping day over the Thanks-
giving holiday, a Drop and Shop event.  Watch for further announcements.  The YRUU group hosts an all 
ages CON in January, then plans to go to The Mountain, to recuperate!  The support of the congregation 
is appreciated! 
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Directory of University Unitarian  
Universalist Society 
 
UUUS Board 

President Rachel Christensen...highgear3@gmail.
 com 
Vice President Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Secretary...Martha Kirby...mkirby@cranerental.com 
Treasurer Bill Long...billlong5@yahoo.com 
Trustee...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com 
Trustee Dave Symonds...dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Trustee Joie Kohl...jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Administrator:  Kim Carter-Williams…  
 universityuus@juno.com 
 
Committee Chairs 
Facilities...John McCormack...JonDoc@aol.com 
Finance...Julie Symonds...jasymonds@yahoo.com 
Hospitality...Kathy Anderson...contact the office 
Member Concerns...Evelyn Chiland-Long…  
          evchiland@yahoo.com 
Programs...Judy Minear...in2toning@msn.com     
Public Relations...Gary Przyborski…     
          przyborg@earthlink.com 
Religious Education...Happy Amein… 
 happy.amein@att.net 
Adult RE...Roy Scherer...royhsch60@aol.com 
Social Concerns/Green Sanctuary...Gary Przyborski
 ...przyborg@earthlink.net 

Communications 
Webmaster...Gary Przyborski… 
 przyborg@earthlink.net 
Newsletter...Chris Reid...lcreid99@aol.com 
Information Tech Mgr...Dave Symonds…  
 dsymonds@yahoo.com 
Youth 

Owl...Kim Carter-Williams…  
 kimcarterwilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Eric Christensen...HighGear3@gmail.com 
YRUU...Cleveland Williams…  
          clevewilliams@earthlink.net 
YRUU...Bruce Schwartz...mybrucie@aol.com 
 

Young Adults/Campus Ministry 
Liz Kuepper...ekuepper@gmail.com 
 
Activities 

Book Discussion...Steve Hall…hallsorl@earthlink.net 
Chess Club...Paul Hargett...paulh4892@aol.com 
Circle Suppers...Joie Kohl…jkohl@bellsouth.net 
Great Decisions...Kate Adda...AddaGirl@cfl.rr.com 
Investment Group...Bill Long...billlong5@yahoo.com  
Lunch Bunch...Eileen Aist (contact church office) 
Spiritual Explorer’s...Judy Minear…  
 in2toning@msn.com 
Women’s Group...Christina Miller…  
 heartsome1@yahoo.com       


